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SOULPEPPER 2016: 2015 AGM & A NATIONAL CIVIC THEATRE UPDATE
A Creative Capital Campaign Update & News on a National Commissioning Project, Touring, New Artistic Residencies, the 2016-2018 
Soulpepper Academy and More!

Toronto, ON – April 21, 2016: Today Soulpepper Theatre Company celebrated its 2015 season at its annual general meeting 
(AGM), and made updates to its fi ve-year strategic initiative to expand the scope of the company’s mission as a National Civic 
Theatre. 

LAST YEAR’S HIGHLIGHTS
As part of Soulpepper’s AGM, results of its 2015 season were shared. Last year under the leadership of Artistic Director Albert 
Schultz and Executive Director Leslie Lester, the company presented 584 events in theatre, music, and festivals with a total 
attendance of 95,912. With an operating budget of $9.9 million, Soulpepper provided employment to 255 artists and 66 full-time 
and part-time staff .

Selected highlights:
• 4,585 youth were reached through education outreach and school bookings. 
• The company made three audio album recordings of productions available for purchase, and made all of its Cabaret 
recordings available for free on SoundCloud. 
• Young Family Director of Design Lorenzo Savoini and Soulpepper’s production Of Human Bondage were chosen to represent 
Canada at the prestigious Prague Quadrennial of Performance Design and Space, and Vern Thiessen’s Of Human Bondage 
adaptation was published by Playwrights Canada Press.
• Soulpepper enhanced its commitment to Artistic Residencies, providing certainty and opportunity to 25 artists.
• And on one day last December, Soulpepper performed seven productions, employing 84 artists, in three venues, in two cities, 
welcoming nearly 2,500 patrons. 

Critical acclaim was also notable, with a record 25 Dora Mavor Moore Award nominations and seven wins, including 
Outstanding New Musical for Spoon River, an adaptation of the Spoon River Anthology by Edgar Lee Masters created by Mike 
Ross and Albert Schultz, and Outstanding Production for Accidental Death of An Anarchist by Dario Fo, directed by Ravi Jain. 

Spoon River also won two Toronto Theatre Critics’ Awards, including Best Musical.

In 2015 Soulpepper also received the Premier’s Award for Excellence in the Arts, recognizing the company’s history of 
outstanding achievements, and its contributions to arts and culture in Ontario.

NATIONAL CIVIC THEATRE UPDATE  
Today at Soulpepper’s AGM, Executive Director Leslie Lester and Artistic Director Albert Schultz announced the successful 
completion of its $10 million Creative Capital Campaign to foster innovative investment in artistic growth, an accomplishment 
completed two years ahead of schedule.   

Previously announced major transformational gifts towards the Creative Capital Campaign included a leading $3 million 
gift from the Michael Young Family Foundation, $1.6 million from the Slaight Family, $1.5 million from the Government of 
Ontario, $1 million from Gail Drummond and Bob Dorrance, and $450 thousand from Richard Wernham and Julia West.

MEDIA RELEASE
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As a result of the campaign’s success, Soulpepper announced today the launch of several initiatives across the six platforms of 
the mission to build a National Civic Theatre. Said Schultz:
“A year ago we defi ned a National Civic Theatre as an institution that should: 
• be dedicated to the creation of belonging for audiences, artists and aspirants of all ages and backgrounds (In the 
Community); 
• be committed to training the next generation of theatre artists of all disciplines and backgrounds from the ground up (In the 
Future); 
• be presenting a diverse repertoire that celebrates our collective cultural inheritance while focusing on the creation and 
presentation of original work from diverse voices (In the Pipeline and On the Stage);
• disseminate its work to national communities large and small and represent its nation on the world stage (On the Road); 
• and share the work of Canadian artists with the world through digital and broadcast platforms (On the Air).”

“It is an ambitious vision, but today, with the help of our generous donors and partners, and the incredibly hard work and 
creativity of our artistic and administrative team, I’m proud to say we are well on our way. The projects and programs 
announced today are monumental steps in this company’s journey to build a National Civic Theatre.”

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS

IN THE COMMUNITY  
Dedicated to the creation of belonging for audiences, artists and aspirants of all ages and backgrounds. 

THE INCLUSION INITIATIVE 

As part of Soulpepper’s National Civic Theatre mission the company will, every three years, take on the exploration and 
thematic cross-platform implementation of one major Civic Issue. This issue will be one that is at the centre of a national and 
global conversation, while at the same time bearing directly on the ecology in which Soulpepper operates.  

From 2016, through Canada’s sesquicentennial, and into 2018, the issue will be “Inclusion.” 
 
 “With the current refugee crisis in Europe and the Middle East, this is a dominant global issue,” said Schultz. “Within the 
nation, with The Truth and Reconciliation Commission report, Syrian refugee intake, and federal cabinet affi  rmative action, 
Inclusion has been a vital national topic.” 

“In the theatre ecology, and indeed the arts in general, the issue of Inclusion is perhaps the most pressing issue of our time.” 

For the next three years Soulpepper will commit signifi cant resources including time, money, artists, space, and profi le to 
publicly explore this issue through outreach, performance, symposia, lectures, workshops and public discussion. Soulpepper 
will partner with community agencies and cultural partners in Toronto and abroad to provide the most wide-ranging and 
eff ective exploration possible. 

More details to be announced. 

NEW CANADIANS WELCOME PROGRAM 
The Soulpepper-CultureLink New Canadians Welcome Program is an initiative inviting newcomers in Toronto to be part of 
the creative community at Soulpepper, off ering them access to enjoy the cultural activity on the Young Centre stages as well as 
developing a meaningful connection with Soulpepper artists and staff . This program off ers newcomers and their families one 
year of free tickets to all of Soulpepper’s performances. 
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In the fi rst six months of the program participants connect with CultureLink, attend two free Welcome Events at Soulpepper, 
and are paired with a Soulpepper Artist or Staff  Member who act as their direct connection to the company.

“We greatly enjoyed our New Canadians event and have nothing but good things to say about the experience and the people 
involved, everyone was great and the event was perfect,” reported a 2015 New Canadians Welcome Program Participant.

The New Canadians Welcome Program was piloted in 2015 and based on the positive response of families involved was 
expanded for 2016. Currently there are over 140 New Canadian participants in the program, hailing from across the globe. The 
2016 Soulpepper-CultureLink New Canadians Welcome Program launched in January and will be accepting new participants 
into the program in July of 2016.

SHEN LEADERSHIP FUND: A FUNDING ANNOUNCEMENT

Today, Eleanor and Francis Shen announced a $1 million gift to create The Shen Leadership Fund at Soulpepper.

Over the next 10 years the Fund will support the development of Asian-Canadian arts leaders, and provide funding for new 
creative initiatives by artists of the Asian diaspora. The fund will also support a two-year artistic residency: Soulpepper 
Resident Artist Ins Choi has been appointed as the inaugural Shen Fellow.

“We fi rmly believe that arts can be instrumental in shaping people’s lives,” said Eleanor and Francis Shen. “Soulpepper has 
demonstrated its commitment to inclusion and cultural diversity which is the fabric that represents our country. We are 
thrilled to support Soulpepper in providing the Shen Leadership Fund for the development of Asian Canadian artists. And we 
are honoured to support the visionary talent of Ins Choi as the fi rst Shen Fellow.”

The fi rst creative project supported by the Fund will be the previously announced Tiger Bamboo Festival at Soulpepper, a 
free, two-day Festival on May 28 and 29, 2016, curated by Ins Choi with associate curators Rong Fu and Miquelon Rodriguez. 
Festival artists include Deanna Choi, Leonard Cervantes, DATU, Esther Jun, Shaista Latif, Andrea Mapili and Byron Abalos, 
Matt Miwa and Julie Tamiko Manning, Arlene Paculan, Anand Rajaram, Chantria Tram, Suba Sankaran, Paula Wing, and 
Norman Yeung.

ALAN DILWORTH & RAVI JAIN APPOINTED ASSOCIATE ARTISTIC DIRECTORS 

For the fi rst time in its history, Soulpepper has appointed Associate Artistic Directors to its leadership team, welcoming 
Canadian directors Alan Dilworth and Ravi Jain into full-time roles. These new positions off er hands-on training and 
professional development in a senior position, and will allow for increased artistic leadership support of Soulpepper under 
the guidance of Albert Schultz. Dilworth and Jain are celebrated and accomplished theatre professionals with strong ties to 
Soulpepper, and to local, national, and international theatre communities. 

Alan Dilworth, a Co-Artistic Director of Sheep No Wool, is known for his award-winning direction of contemporary works 
and reinvented classics. He was also a recipient of the Christopher Plummer Fellowship Award of Excellence for his work on 
classical text, and is currently a Drummond-Dorrance Artistic Fellow at Soulpepper. 

Ravi Jain is a multi-award-winning artist known for making politically bold and accessible work. As Founding Artistic 
Director of Why Not Theatre his work has toured around the world, and locally the company is synonymous with community 
building through innovative producing models. He was the artistic director in residence at The Theatre Centre from 2012-
2015. He is also the recipient of the 2016 John Hirsch Prize in theatre direction, and is currently the Baillie Artistic Fellow at 
Soulpepper.
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IN THE FUTURE
Committed to training the next generation of theatre artists of all disciplines and backgrounds from the ground up.

THE FIFTH CLASS OF THE SOULPEPPER ACADEMY ANNOUNCED
Soulpepper’s commitment to the development of future arts leaders is best exhibited through the Soulpepper Academy, 
Canada’s only two-year, full-time, paid training program for theatre artists in specialized training streams for acting, 
playwriting, directing, designing, and producing. 

Designed as an intensive graduate-level training program, the Academy engages today’s leading artists as faculty, and blends 
academic, critical and hands-on experiences to prepare each class for a professional career in the theatre. The curriculum 
allows for specialized study while including the collaborative multi-disciplinary creation approach for which Soulpepper is 
known. Since the Academy was launched in 2006, graduates have gone on to produce new works, direct their own companies, 
and work on major productions at major Canadian theatres and beyond. Several Academy graduates are currently members of 
the Artistic Director’s Cabinet at Soulpepper. 

Lead Support for the Soulpepper Academy is provided by the Michael and Karen Vukets Family Foundation, with additional 
support from the RBC Foundation and Hal Jackman Foundation and the Canada Arts Training Program at the Department of 
Canadian Heritage.

After processing 1,148 applications, a nation-wide audition process, and an intense fi nal round of in-person auditions, 
Soulpepper today announced the 17 artists of the fi fth Soulpepper Academy: 

ACTORS
Ghazal Azarbad: Ghazal, from Vancouver, BC, is an actor, singer, and improviser, and a graduate of the UBC BFA Acting 
Program. She is the recipient of the Joy Coghill Theatre Artist Award and the National Hnatyshyn Foundation Award as the 
2014 Developing Artist in English Theatre.

Hunter Cardinal: Hunter, from Edmonton, comes from a family tradition of Indigenous activism and politics. Through 
theatre, Hunter critically engages with Indigenous and contemporary Canadian culture. He holds a BFA in Acting from the 
University of Alberta and is a co-founding director of Naheyawin, incorporating Indigenous governance principles into 
digital media production.

Christef Desir: Born in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, and raised in Fort Myers, FL, Christef now calls Toronto home. He has studied 
at the Lewis Baumander Acting Studio, Ben Ratner Scene Study Workshop, Dean Armstrong Studios and with Sophie Ann 
Rooney. He started acting at the Tarragon Theatre Youth Training workshop and now strives to be the Jungian archetype of 
artist-scientist. 

Ellie Moon: As a high school student, Ellie, from Kingsville, ON, founded Extension Korda, a program that allows high 
school students to earn credit by producing theatre. She graduated from East 15’s BA Acting course. In the UK, Ellie appeared 
in Angels in America (Tristan Bates), The Winter’s Tale (The Bush) and Measure for Measure (Ellen Terry). She worked as a 
voice actor for BBC Radio Drama and was a 2015 RSC Young Company Workshop member. She is the founder of The Secret 
Shakespeare Series at Unit 102.

Dan Mousseau: A graduate of Ryerson University and a native of Waterloo, Dan has starred in Hamlet at Hart House and has 
toured the schools of Montreal in the Youthéâtre production of P@ndora. He has also appeared in the NBC show Heroes Reborn 
and in the hit ABC Spark web series, All For One. 
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Nicole Power: Born and raised in Middle Cove, NL, Nicole moved to Ontario to study Music Theatre at Sheridan College 
and more recently Improv with The Second City. Nicole is passionate about the development of new works and is a company 
member of Toronto based arts collective, Echo Productions. 

James Smith: Hailing from Trenton, ON, James became heavily involved in theatre in high school before attending Queen’s 
University for piano and composition. He works in Toronto as a musical director, composer, sound designer, and actor. 

Marcel Stewart: Toronto-based actor Marcel, from Brampton, ON, is a Brock University theatre graduate. Currently he 
is exploring the relationship between Shakespearean language and hip-hop music, as he develops a hip-hop adaptation of 
Macbeth.

Rose Tuong: Rose was born and raised in Toronto, ON and is a graduate of Claude Watson Arts Program at Earl Haig 
Secondary School. She received a BFA in Acting from York University in 2013. She has performed on stages in Toronto and 
Montreal and has appeared in a variety of fi lm, TV, and commercial productions. 

DIRECTORS
Katrina Darychuk: Katrina, from New Westminster, BC, studied at Studio 58 at Langara College and the Oxford School of 
Drama. She is a director, dramaturg, and voice teacher based in Vancouver.

Mumbi Tindyebwa: Mumbi is a Kenyan-Ugandan-Canadian theatre creator and director raised in Kenya and Victoria, BC 
and now based in Toronto. She holds an Honours BA in Theatre from York University, and has participated in the Michael 
Langham Workshop for Classical Direction at the Stratford Festival. She is the Founder and Artistic Director of the Dora-
nominated company IFT (It’s A Freedom Thing) Theatre and the 2015 recipient of the Pauline McGibbon Award. 

PLAYWRIGHTS
Sina Gilani: An Iranian-Canadian actor/writer, at home in Toronto via Tehran, Sina started his theatrical journey as an 
audience member and volunteer. Invited to the National Theatre School as a guest playwright, he then trained at Humber 
College and York University. He discovered a passion for devised and creating new works of theatre. A poet himself, he loves 
working on Shakespearean and other classical texts (especially Greek). 

Rosamund Small: Toronto’s Rosamund Small was recently honoured with the Nora Epstein National Literary Award and 
Dora Awards (Outstanding Production, Outstanding New Play) for her play Vitals. Her writing formats include verbatim 
and documentary, fi ction, and immersive and site-specifi c theatre. She has worked in artistic programming with the Paprika 
Festival since 2011, and has been playwright-in-residence for Outside the March since 2013. 

DESIGNERS
Alexandra Lord: Alexandra, from Dunsford, ON, trained at the National Theatre School of Canada, Queen’s University, and 
Trent University. Her design work has taken her from Peterborough, ON to New Orleans, LA, and she is currently working 
on a circus creation project, and a short fi lm in Montreal.

Michelle Tracey: Michelle, from Oakville, ON, is a set and costume designer based in Toronto, and a member of Associated 
Designers of Canada. She holds a BFA in Theatre Production and Design from York University and worked as a design 
intern at the Tarragon Theatre (2013-2014). She is an avid costumer, working to expand her knowledge of period costume 
construction and corsetry. 

PRODUCERS
Sascha Cole: Sascha, from Caledon, ON, trained at the National Theatre School of Canada and the British American Dramatic 
Academy. As an actor, she has collaborated with some of Canada’s greatest theatre artists, premiering over a dozen new works, 
receiving critical acclaim and a Dora nomination. As a producer, Sascha co-founded and curated In the Beginning: A Jewish 
Playwrights’ Festival for the Harold Green Jewish Theatre.
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Liesl Low: Originally from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Liesl received her BA Honours in Theatre Production from the Fountain 
School of Performing Arts at Dalhousie University. She has numerous stage management and technical credits alike from a 
diverse range of theatres and festivals in Atlantic Canada. 

IN THE PIPELINE 
Focusing on the creation and presentation of original work from diverse voices. 

DRUMMOND-DORRANCE FAMILY ARTISTIC DEVELOPMENT FUND: AN UPDATE

Last year Soulpepper announced $1 million from Gail Drummond and Bob Dorrance to support the Artistic Development of 
the company under the leadership of two Drummond-Dorrance Fellows, Diego Matamoros and Alan Dilworth.

For the next three years the Drummond-Dorrance Fellows will lead the company through an exploration and innovation of 
form, process and infl uence, by using content as the very foundational sources of Soulpepper’s theatre practice with a focus on 
the Greeks and Shakespeare.

Each year two international artists will be invited to participate in this exploratory process.

GARLAND IMAGINATION FUND: A FUNDING ANNOUNCEMENT

PROJECT imagiNation: 

In celebration of the nation’s sesquicentennial, Soulpepper’s Project imagiNation will be the largest theatre commissioning 
project in the history of Canada. 

To support the commissioning and development of new works, the Project is supported by a $1 million contribution from 
Kevin and Roger Garland through the Garland imagiNation Fund. An additional $125,000 of support has been provided by 
BMO as the lead corporate partner for the project, with $100,000 of previously-announced initial seed funding from the Hal 
Jackman Foundation. 

Combined with Soulpepper’s full resources, including artistic and administrative support, time, and space, these 
transformational fi nancial contributions allow for a commissioning project of unprecedented scale.

Soulpepper will be commissioning between 30 and 40 of Canada’s leading artists and artistic companies — representing all 
geographical regions, cultural backgrounds and artistic practices — to propose, develop, and present new works. 

Project imagiNation invites artists to develop a project idea for either new works that re-imagine or represent Canada or 
adaptations/transformations of classical works from a Canadian experience. Each of these legacy projects will be developed 
using the artistic resources of Soulpepper, so that the company itself is enriched by the work.

Among the confi rmed commissioned artists and companies from across the country: 

2B Theatre Company (Halifax, NS)
150 SHORT PLAYS ABOUT THE HISTORY OF CANADA 150 diverse and interconnected short plays (or moments) that when 
viewed as a whole bring some defi nition to what Canada is, as a nation.

Artistic Fraud of Newfoundland (St John’s, NL)
ANNABEL Adapted from Kathleen Winter’s acclaimed novel, this musical tells the tale of an intersex child raised in rural 
Labrador.
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Peggy Baker (Toronto, ON) 

Marie Brassard (Montreal, QC) 

Cliff  Cardinal (Toronto, ON)
THE ANDERSONS A dark, funny, and twisted social satire taking aim at our culture of privilege.  

Leah Cherniak (Toronto, ON)
CHOPIN Inspired by Chopin’s Preludes, this is a collaboratively created piece with music about beginnings. 

Courtney Ch’ng Lancaster and Rong Fu (Toronto, ON)
TALES FROM A CHINESE GRANDMOTHER A biographical look at Francis Carpenter, explorer, writer, and proto-feminist 
living in China set against a modern day exploration of identity.

Shirley Horn (Sault Ste. Marie, ON)
An exploration of the life of Shirley Horn, from being dropped off  at the Shingwauk Indian Residential School at the age of 
seven to becoming the fi rst-ever Chancellor of Algoma University…at the very site she was dropped off  many years before.

Ravi Jain, Ken MacKenzie, Anthony MacMahon (Toronto, ON)
ANIMAL FARM A contemporary updating of George Orwell’s classic satirical tale.

Travis Knights (Montreal, QC) 

Diego Matamoros, Richard Feren, Lorenzo Savoini (Toronto, ON)
THE CAGE PROJECT An exploration of the philosophy of John Cage which will challenge the traditional audience/performer 
relationship.

Old Trout Puppet Workshop (Calgary, AB)
PEER GYNT The Ibsen classic Peer Gynt adapted by the masters of puppetry.  

One Yellow Rabbit Performance Theatre (Calgary, AB)
BEAUTY OF THE HUSBAND An adaptation of Anne Carson’s 2001 book of poetry told through music, movement and the 
words that inspired the literary world.

Soheil Parsa and Guillermo Verdecchia (Toronto, ON) 
THE CONFERENCE OF THE BIRDS An adaptation of the 12th-century Persian classic by Farid al-Din Attar, it is a mystical 
journey in search of self, enlightenment, and truth.

Mike Ross and Sarah Wilson with Lorenzo Savoini (Toronto, ON)
ROSE IS A ROSE A musical adaptation of Gertrude Stein’s only children’s book, The World is Round.

Djanet Sears (Toronto, ON)
THE DUMPLING AND THE DRUM A love story between a Black woman and a Hasidic man set against the backdrop of the 
highly contentious Kensington Market Dumpling Contest.

Jason Sherman (Toronto, ON)
THE COMPLETE 150 A hilarious podcast series about planning the celebrations around Canada’s sesquicentennial…if only 
people knew what that is, or could even pronounce it!
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Pamela Mala Sinha (Toronto, ON)
NEW A very hip couple from India in the late sixties…bell-bottoms, torpedo bras, and skinny ties.  And then they move to 
Winnipeg… 

Projects will be in varying stages of development, with world premieres beginning in 2017.

“Soulpepper is one of the few Canadian theatre companies undertaking the type of ambitious multi-year investment that will 
leave a lasting legacy,” said Djanet Sears. “The project’s focus on the inclusion of a diversity of voices to tell our national story 
was a compelling factor in my decision to participate.”

“It is a great privilege for us to be able to support Soulpepper in this incredible project,” said Kevin and Roger Garland. “In 
2007 we established a fund that, over eight years, created fantastic award-winning new works. Over the next few years, 
Project imagiNation aims at supporting risk-taking and unlocking the creative potential across our nation. This promises to 
be a landmark contribution to our cultural landscape.”

ON THE STAGE
Presenting a diverse repertoire that celebrates our collective cultural inheritance. 

Soulpepper will be announcing its next nine-month season (Sept 1, 2016 through May 31, 2017), this summer.

This season will include a Family Festival in December that will again utilize both the Young Centre and the St. Lawrence 
Centre for the Arts.

ON THE ROAD
Disseminating Soulpepper’s work to national communities large and small, 
and representing the nation on the world stage. 

SOULPEPPER ACROSS CANADA

Over the next year, with help from the Government of Ontario, Soulpepper will perform its productions in seven Canadian 
provinces.

This full touring schedule will include a Western Canada tour of Alligator Pie, a summer-long run of Spoon River at the 
Charlottetown Festival, and runs of Kim’s Convenience to be announced, plus soon-to-be-announced Ontario programming.

SOULPEPPER IN NEW YORK

In celebration of Soulpepper’s 20th anniversary in 2017, Soulpepper will embark on a month of programming Off  Broadway in 
New York City at the Frank Gehry-designed Pershing Square Signature Center.

Full details of funding and programming will be released this summer.

IN THE AIR
Sharing the work of Canadian artists with the world through digital and broadcast platforms.

SOULPEPPER ON RECORD
With the support of the Slaight Family Music Program and the Wernham/West Audio Fund Soulpepper will continue 
to record weekly podcasts of Soulpepper’s Cabaret Series, and add to existing album recordings Civil Elegies, (re)birth: 
E.E.Cummings in Song, Spoon River, A Very Soulpepper Christmas, and Alligator Pie.  
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Over the next year and a half Soulpepper will record at least six musical albums, a serialized comedy, and as part of a 
Canadian Drama Audio Anthology, as many as a dozen classic Canadian plays.

SOULPEPPER ON TELEVISION
At Soulpepper’s AGM, Schultz and Ivan Fecan, Executive Chair of Thunderbird Films, announced that the fi rst season of the 
Soulpepper/Thunderbird Production of Ins Choi’s Kim’s Convenience will be airing on CBC in 2016. The network has already 
confi rmed a commitment for season two. 

“Everyone at Thunderbird and Soulpepper has been working hard to make this show a reality, and we can’t wait to see it in 
Canadian homes via the CBC later this year,” said Fecan. “We’re excited to share this vital Canadian story, and its diverse, 
funny, and deeply talented cast, with the world. We also look forward to working with Soulpepper on new projects in the near 
future.” 

SOULPEPPER LOOKING FORWARD
Soulpepper has set ambitious goals for the next fi ve years as part of its mission to build a National Civic Theatre. 

“Having put in motion and achieved many of our goals for artistic and organizational growth, it would be uncharacteristic 
and irresponsible to not set the next ones,” said Schultz.

“In realizing our strategic priorities we have defi ned two goals that guide us: to give meaningful creative experiences to the 
largest possible audience and to give meaningful creative employment to the largest possible number of artists. To satisfy the 
demand from our artists, our audience and our youth, we need to grow. Growth is an organizational necessity.”

“To accommodate this growth, we will build Canada’s fi rst 21st-century, fully-digital performing arts and broadcast venue 
that will revolutionize how Canadians share their work with the world. This does not mean leaving our beloved home, the 
Young Centre; it means expanding our campus to provide infi nitely more meaningful opportunities for Canadian artists and 
audiences.”

“We are deep into a planning process with partners and developers, and although we are in preliminary stages of this 
ambitious new plan, today we are able to announce an anchor contribution from Charles and Marilyn Baillie of $1,000,000. 
Charles Baillie will also act as our Building Campaign Chair, and will be joined in this endeavour by our Board Chair 
Emeritus, Roger Garland. Today we are announcing the vision, and we look forward to sharing more details before the end of 
2016 at a press conference involving all of our partners and stakeholders.”

Soulpepper’s 2016 season continues this spring with Neil Simon’s The Odd Couple (May 5 – June 11), Colm Tóibín’s The Testament of 
Mary (May 6 to June 18), Wendy Wasserstein’s The Heidi Chronicles (May 16 – June 18), Arthur Miller’s Incident at Vichy (May 19 – 
June 18) and The Great War from VideoCabaret (until May 14). For full programming visit soulpepper.ca. 

•

Located in its multi-venue home, the Young Centre for the Performing Arts in Toronto’s Distillery Historic District, Soulpepper 
is Toronto’s largest not-for-profi t theatre company. Founded and guided by artists, under the leadership of Artistic Director 
Albert Schultz and Executive Director Leslie Lester, Soulpepper has an integrated mission which includes: industry-leading 
youth outreach initiatives; the Soulpepper Academy, Canada’s only multi-year paid professional training program for theatre 
artists of all disciplines; and a year-round diverse repertory season which is grounded in the classics and committed to the 
creation of new works, new forms, and innovative practices.
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Tickets to Soulpepper productions are available by calling the Young Centre Box Offi  ce at 416.866.8666 or by visiting 
soulpepper.ca. Tickets for Soulpepper 2016 productions range from $32 to $94. Tickets for Soulpepper Concerts & Cabarets 
start at $25; Cabaret tickets are $20 for students. $25 tickets for Soulpepper productions are also available for 18-30 year-olds at 
stageplay.ca. StagePlay is sponsored by TD Bank Group. The $25 Rush Ticket / $5 Youth Rush program is sponsored by Sun Life 
Financial. Ticket prices include a Young Centre facility fee, service charge and HST. Pricing is subject to change.

Soulpepper gratefully acknowledges annual operating support from the Ontario Arts Council, the Toronto Arts Council, and 
the Canada Council for the Arts. Soulpepper is pleased to recognize the donors of transformational gifts to its Creative Capital 
Campaign: The Michael Young Family Foundation; The Slaight Family; The Government of Ontario; Gail Drummond and Bob 
Dorrance; Kevin and Roger Garland; Eleanor and Francis Shen; Ada Slaight; and Richard Wernham & Julia West.

Support for all Music Programming is provided by the Slaight Family through the Slaight Family Music Program. Mike Ross is 
the inaugural Slaight Family Director of Music. 

Lead Support for the Soulpepper Academy is provided by the Michael and Karen Vukets Family Foundation, with additional 
support from the RBC Foundation and Hal Jackman Foundation and the Canada Arts Training Program at the Department of 
Canadian Heritage.

Soulpepper is grateful for the Major Sponsorship Support of:
TELUS – Lead Sponsor Youth Outreach
Scotiabank – Lead Sponsor Soulpepper City Youth Academy
TD Bank – Lead Sponsor Stage Play and Studio Series
CIBC – Lead Sponsor Soulpepper Family Festival
SunLife – Lead Sponsor Rush Program 
BMO – Lead Sponsor Project imagiNation

Support for 2016 Soulpepper Programming is provided by:
Eli and Philip Taylor for Twelve Angry Men
Polar Securities for Jitters
Diane Blake and Stephen Smith for Incident at Vichy 

Connect with us:
FACEBOOK.COM/SOULPEPPERTHEATRE
@SOULPEPPER
YOUTUBE.COM/SOULPEPPERTHEATRE
SOUNDCLOUD.COM/SOULPEPPERTHEATRE
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