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ApproximAte running time: 2 hours & 30 minutes
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Parr’s is a complex story of a wife, a mother,  
a lover, a writer, a religious reformer, a Queen,  
a teacher, and an activist. She is an extra-
ordinarily complex woman of thought and 
action. And by offering her Parr to us, Hennig 
gives us an alternative view of history and  
of our present moment. If we are fish in a  
fishbowl, and the story of patriarchy is the  
water we are swimming in, The Last Wife 
offers us a glimpse of the water and an 
opportunity to consider whether we should 
change it.  
   

The limits of my stories are the limits of my world.
– DAviD r. loy
 
In this social-political moment, many are  
wondering what we personally and collectively  
can do to effect ecological, social and political 
change. Many are searching for guidance 
and inspiration as they look to translate their 
uncertainty, anxiety and fears about the world  
we live in, into fruitful action. How can one 
be the change they want to see?
 
In The Last Wife, Kate Hennig offers us 
inspiration for our troubled times: Katherine 
Parr. Parr is a woman who found herself 
living and loving at the centre of England’s 
most storied historical moment: the court and  
bedroom of King Henry VIII. True to the title  
of the play Hennig supplants Henry’s narrative  
primacy with Parr’s. This is no easy feat. 
Henry VIII has a mythic grip on the English 
imagination. I would venture to say he is the 
symbol of absolute power and patriarchal 
excess for the English-speaking world.
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BACKGROUND NOTES

Playwright Kate Hennig calls this 
captivating play an imagining of history  

(her emphasis). The wife of the title is 
Katherine Parr, sixth spouse of England’s 
King Henry VIII, portrayed in history 
as a modest nursemaid/companion to 
a much older, gout-ridden husband. 
Hennig presents a very different and more 
nuanced relationship, highlighting the 
shifting balance of power between the two. 
Her Henry is no simple tyrant and her 
Kate no sanitized saint. In a daring – and 
brilliantly executed – move, the characters  
speak in a muscular, modern English  
(with the zing of an occasional anachronism).  
The play is performed in modern dress, 
bringing us closer to the spirit of the 
characters, making their dilemmas not 
only accessible but compelling, not only 
understandable but powerful.

Hennig uses historical fact as a bridge  
to imaginative insight. In 1543, Katherine, 
a twice-widowed, fiercely intelligent, 
sensual woman of 31 agrees to marry Henry,  
the wary, multiply divorced 52-year-old 
king. He has a famously volatile temper, 
and a tendency to dispose of wives who 
displease him: the wife before Katherine 
was accused of adultery and beheaded. 
The stakes are especially high for Kate as 
she enters the royal household because 
she’s secretly involved with another man.  
But over time, the relationship between 
husband and wife evolves in surprising 
ways. Kate reveals herself to be resourceful 
in both family and governmental matters. 
She’s a warm, maternal presence in the  
lives of Henry’s two daughters, for example,  
but she also advocates for them, pushing 
her husband to recognize them as politically  
equal to their brother.

We are delighted to welcome the original 
company from the Stratford production 
to our stage directed by our own Associate 
Artistic Director, Alan Dilworth. Savour 
this original, stimulating and bracingly 
contemporary take on power, politics and 
family. 

PLAYWRIGHT

Kate Hennig is an accomplished 
Canadian writer, actor, teacher and 

director. Her extensive resume as an actor 
includes runs in the musical Billy Elliot in 
Toronto and on Broadway, and work with 
the Royal Shakespeare Company. The Last 
Wife premiered at The Stratford Festival in 
2015, was extended three times and enjoyed 
a fully sold-out run. Kate is currently  
at work on the second play of her projected 
Queenmaker Trilogy. The Virgin Trial will 
premiere at Stratford in 2017.
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Polar Asset Management Partners 
is proud to be a founding sponsor 
of Soulpepper Theatre Company 
and is pleased to support this 
year’s production of The Last Wife.
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