TRAINING AND HANDLING TIPS
Article Title

The Perils of Retriever Training Information

Views on Repetition - Which is Right?

Evaluating Your Dog's Blinds - Casting Versus Lining Skills

TRA: Understanding the Methods of Throwing Marks Yourself for Your Dog

A New Two-Person Drill to Improve Obedience at the Line (Reprint)

The Many Faces of Water Marks - Why Water Marks are a Different World

Pile Work

Three Days of Chinese Drills

Transition - The Time of Make or Break Deals

Amateur Groups: Their Training Tests versus Teaching Setups (Reprint)

Forget About Setting Goals. Focus on This Instead (reprinted from JamesClear.com)
The "Drive Past and Punch" - Improving Performance on a Difficult Marking Concept
Training Principles and Guidelines

Five Transition Troubles and a List of Solutions

A List of the Key Concepts Required for an Advanced Field Trial Dog

Double-T and Swim-by - Important Final Steps the the Basics Foundation

How and Why You Should Run More Blinds

The Challenges of Two Down the Shore

Friendly Interruptions to Challenge Marks

Handling at the End of Blinds (Updated)

A Way to Better Understanding Your Dog's World and a Challenge - The Silent Connection Drill
Ten Pre-Hunt Season Suggestions

Using Blinds as Diversions for Blinds

Decision Points, Break Points and Other Challenges on Marks

Handling Problems Part 4 - Hazards in Advanced Blinds - Solutions and Corrections
Handling Problems Part 3 - Failure to Take and Hold a "Line" - Solutions and Corrections
Maintaining Performance

Finding and Training with a Training Mentor

Water Cheating - Teaching and Maintaining Straight Lines on Water (Updated)
Tune-Ups on Land

Marking Setups - Focus on Factors with Angles

Poison Birds and Other "Leave It" Stuff

Improving Your Send - A Photo Essay on Some Do's and Don't When Sending Your Dog on Marks and Blinds
Analysing Tests - Before and After
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Positive Reinforcement in Retriever Training - Some Reminders

Tight Lines - Tips and Setups to Help Your Dog go Straight on Tight Lines to Marks and Blinds
What to do When You Don't Know What to Do! (Reprint)

Inadvertent Training - When Your Dog Learns the Wrong Lesson!

Planning Training Sessions

TRA: The "Stand Alone Y" Drill - AKA the "SAY" Dirill

Handling Problems Part | - The Dig-Back and the Scallop: Casting Solutions and Corrections
LT&B: The Four A's For Effective Learning (Fender)

TRA: Double-Whammy-Doubles

The Casting Tune-Up

TRA: 10 Best Stand Alones to Improve Marking Focus, Skills and Experiences

Permanent Contrary Blinds

Lessons From and For First Dogs

Multiple Marking Setups with Teaching and Testing Wrinkles

The Two Punch Bird Marking Drill

Improving Your Delivery - Refinement for a Reason (A Photo Essay)

Preparing For A Season, Weekend Event or National

Starting Double, Triple and Retired Marks

The Swim-By Tune-Up (And its Many Carry-Over Benefits!(

What You See is What You Get (WYSISYG) - Excerpts from My Puppy Diary

Training Guidelines - A Set of Important Reminders to Better your Training Setups and the Handling of your Dog

An Advanced Setup for Many Levels of Dogs

Dealing with Mistakes and Problems

Looking Backwards and Forwards (Upwards!)

Two Sides to Working the Two-Sided Dog

Tune-up Drill Wrinkles on Familiar Grounds

Quads that are Worth It

The Fetch Command - Lessons in Feel, Fun and Force
Looking for a Step-by-Step Advanced Program?

Technical Water Marks

Early Transition Water Training Channel Blinds and Cheating Singles
Mulligans and Finnegans

Ten Favourite Setups

Revisiting the Tune-up Repeat Concept

Variations of the Two Short Marking Setup with a Blind
Three Advanced Mark/ Blind Setups without Remote Devices
Are Your Training Setups Well Designed?
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Revisiting the Blind Drill

Dilemmas in Hunt Test Mark Training

The "Off"-Season

A Guide to Correction in the Field

Basics Are Basics

What's That Smell?

Handling Tips While Training Alone

Casting Into The Water

Better Dog Talk

Five Best Setups with One Helper

Retiring Gunners - Tips for Judges and Trainers Alike

A Quadzillion Quads and Even a Quint!

Young Dog Checklist

The Island Bird

The Pitfalls of Drills

The Hunt

Talk About Obedience

The Over-Under Marking Exercise - For Short Marks After Long
Blind Attitude

Designing the Amateur's Home Pond (Reprint of May-Jun 2001 article)
The Perfect Cast

An Antidote for Poison (Poison Birds)

A Summary of Common Training and Handling Errors

The Organized Confusion Drill (Reprint of Nov-Dec 1999 article)
The Never-Ending Evolution of the ABCD Marking Drill

Two Important Training Concepts - Success and Effort

The No-No Dirill

Effective Training Alone - Improving Your Dog and Yourself
The Winger Mate

How Far Should Marks Be? (Reprint of Nov-Dec 1999 article)
Communication at the Line on Marks

Using Distance as a Factor When Judging or Training
Differences between Training Setups and Weekend Tests
Fundamental Training Principles: Training Principle #9

BB Blinds

Wind - The Number One Factor

Setting Up Training Tests (Repeat Article)
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TRA: The Valley Drill

"That Horrible Double-T"

Notes From my Young Dog Diary - Part 3

Fundamental Training Principles: Training Principle #4

Unravelling Training Blind Types

"Go for the Bird"

Chinese Drills and Tune-Up Drills

A Handful of Short Bird Tips

Regarding Mouth (Lamb)

Training for the "Wrong Side" Problem

Steadiness and Noisiness Drills

Fundamental Training Principles: Training Principle #1

Notes From my Puppy Diary - Part 1 - Nothing to Report this Month (At a First Glance!)
TRA: Leaving Room Behind

Notes From my Puppy Diary - Part 1 - Challenges to Conventional Methods
How to Run Singles

Fundamental Training Principles: Training Principle #3

The Water Blind - Nearly Extinct? (Lamb)

The Come-In Drill and Its Derivative "The Stupid Amateur Drill"
Problem Solving with Repetition for Recognition

Teaching, Testing and Therapy While Training

TRA: Hunt Area and Focus Marking Dirills

Efficient Repeats and Marks When Training Alone (Repeat Article)
Designing and Evaluating Marks Series - Thoughts on Flyers (Shih)
"Take a Hike" (Lamb)

A summary of Reinforcing Behaviour in the Field

A Look Ahead for Beginners to an All-Age Dog

Reflections on Winter Training

Magic Bullets - Are you Seeking Them?

Fundamental Training Principles: Training Principle #8

Mini Primer on Casting

Selection and the Short Bird

Simplifying the Science of How Dogs Learn

Getting Back into Training

Training on the Down The Shore Mark

Middle Length Retired Marks

That Elusive One-Cast Blind
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Re-Training the Trainer

Simplifying Advanced Tasks - Progressive Building on a Theme

The "Off"-Season

Guidelines for Helpful Helpers

What's In A Name? Lot's, If It's A Working Retriever Pup!
Intervention on Marks . . . Interference or Information? (Repeat Article)
E-Collar Positives Versus Problems (Fender)

Two Sides to Everything - Including Dogs At Heel?

Hip-Pocket Marking Tests - Tough Marks, Trick Marks or Non-Marks?
TRA: Problem Solving Setups

The Gawking Dog

Miaking Rules: Breaking Rules

Sending Your Dog

Backlighting Part 2 - Visibility and Contrast for Handlers

Basics Corner - What's Holding Your Dog Back?

My Retriever is Stick-Shy - Is It Genetic? (Fender)

The Transition Hurdle

TRA: More Theming With One Helper

Backlighting and Contrast - For Handlers and Judges

An Advanced Two-Person Drill for Post-Transition Dogs

Favourite Setups - An Efficient Pair of Triples

Hunting Versus Tests (Starr Cooper)

Favourite Setups - ABCD's That Progress Your Dog

Quit Yer Whining

Correcting Your Dog on The Internet

Passion, Commitment, Mastery and Elegance

Differences in Handling at Field Trials, Hunt Tests and Training

Run Your Dog, Not The Blind (Shih)

Lessons on Refining Commands and the Use of Pressure

Making the Most of Group Training - Challenges for Newbies and Experienced Alike!
Progressing Retires Guns (short article)

TRA: Invest in Yourself

Consistency - Part 2 (Fender)

Favourite Setups - The Development of a Concept Through Theming
Getting Tighter Hunts

What Can You Bring To A Training Group? (McRee)

Eclectic Corner: Whatcha Lookin' At?
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Consistency - Part 1: What is it and Why do we Care? (Fender)

The Use of Another Dog as a Training Aid

Difficult Judging Decisions - Situation No. 1

A Guide to Goal Setting

Slipped Whistles

The Eclectic Corner

A Primer on Handling on Marks - Part 2 - Handling During a Field Trial or Hunt Test
Knowing What ‘Not' To Do!

lllusions and Reality

Repeating Blinds

Sorting Out Sensitivity, Softness, Sensibility, Smartness & Similar Traits

Not' Training Retrievers Alone

More on Improving Efficiency in Field Setups

Shopping for Solutions - Good or Bad (cont'd discussion of pressure - matching programs)
Is Your Dog Better Than the Judges Thought?

A Primer on Handling on Marks - Part 1 - When & When Not to Handle During Training
What For Drills?

Seeking Refinement in Basic Handling

Stupid Dogs? Or?

Lessons from Goldilocks on Recalling Your Dog

Efficient Repeats and Marks When Training Alone

Lessons Learned & Guidelines (Understanding how dogs learn Part 4)

Four-In-One (Favourite Setups)

Punishment - The Good, The Bad and The Ugly (Understanding how dogs learn Part 3)
Why Most Dogs Don't Take 'Over' Casts Well

The Upside of Training Alone (10 Benefits)

Pressure - A Continuation of More Ways to Use it Wrong

In Your Face! Training for those Wipers, Erasers & Closeup Distractions

Expanding the Split Casting Drill

A Two Short Marking Quad Setup

Zen and the Art of Dog Handling: Importance of Eclectic Learning

Pressure - Thirteen ways to Use it Wrong

Understanding How Dogs Learn When We Train Part 2 - Applying Pressure as a Consequence of Behaviour
My Favourite "Training Alone Maintenance and Exercise Drill"

Do Those Scientific Words Matter? Why Bother? (Behaviour Theory)

Understanding How Dogs Learn When We Train

Frequently Asked Questions About Force Fetch
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Thinking About Obedience and Disobedience

Correcting Your Dog - Part 1 - An Introduction

Close Encounters of the Rare Kind (Unique situations to expose your dog to)
Hold Back, Lock Up and Prepare to Launch - The Real Role of the Hand Down
Thoughts on Changes in the Game and Training on Tests

"Good Dog" - A Primer on Proper Use of Praise for Positive Reinforcement
Decisions Decisions

Inside Training Alone

Section Revisited

Difficult Concept Series - Memory Birds for the Youngsters

Taking Advantage of Rare Opportunities

"Hot Pups" - Is Training Getting More Complex

Water Cheating - Teaching and Maintaining Straight Lines on Water
Pre-Event Training Tips

First Dog (Or Second or Third?) - Focusing on the Right Things

New Situations for Pups at Home and in Training

Best Handling Tips For Blinds in Training

The Retrievers ONLINE Training Notebook

Diagonals on Water

Difficult Concept Series - Momma-Poppas

A Guide to Favourite Handling Drills

Using Big Water

Difficult Concept Series - Part 2: Long Angle Entry Water Blinds

Un-Training Your Dog - Some times may be Down times for you, but Your Dog is Always Learning

Difficult Concept Series - Part 1: Short After Long

A Look at the Wagon-Wheel

A Formula for Teaching Your Dog to Fight the Wind and other Factors!!
When to Repeat

A Formula for a Top Dog

A Key Behaviour for Retrieving Success - Looking Out

What to do When You Don't Know What to Do!

The Three Best Water Blind Drills - Tune-Ups, Fan Drills and Three-Peats
Handling at the End of Blinds

Pre-Hunting Season Priorities

Better Performance Through More Finesse on Deliveries and Sends
Balancing Your Mark Training with Drills, Teaching Setups and Maintenance
Retriever Training - Is it Art or Science?
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Expanding the Tune-Up Drill

Marking Drills for Converging Marks

Priorities for Puppies

Maintaining an Advanced Dog

Escape Behaviours

Highlights of the New Pup's First Weeks - Supplement to the Puppy Series

Shaping - Lessons from Mike Lardy Workshops on Improving Your Dog's Trained Behaviours

Marking Dirills for Short Retired Guns

Johnny Pay Attention! Good Teamwork Comes from Keeping Your Dog Focused and in School While Training
Improve Your Dog's Marking in Two Important Areas - A Weekly Tune-Up Triple

Monthly Assessments (inlcuding Monthly Progess Report)

More on Noise in Pups - A Response About Noisy Puppies

The Fine Line Between Style, Control and Standards - Are Hunt Test and Field Trial Dogs so Different?
Training Guidelines - A Set of Important Reminders to Better your Training Setups and the Handling of your Dog
Noisy Dogs - Part II

Hunt Test Common Mistakes - Part Il

Misguided Training Lessons

Getting Started with a Pup - Part XXIII - Birds and Pups

Refine Your Casting by Adding More Communication

Favourite Set-ups: Test Designs with a Beginning, Middle and End

Noisy Dogs - Part |

Hunt Test Common Mistakes - Part |

Amateur Groups: Their Training Tests versus Teaching Setups

Getting Started with a Pup - Part XXII - Are You Always Preparing For Success

Standards

Should We Train Hunt Tests and Field Trial Retrievers Differently? A look at Basics, Transition and White Coats
A New Two-Person Drill to Improve Obedience at the Line

Getting Started with a Pup - Part XXI - Learning New or Alternate Commands at Any Age

Methods to Build Straight Lines on Marks and Blinds

Tips for Heeling and Creeping Problems at Tests

Improving Your Training by Improving Your Sequences

Become a Student of the Game

Getting Started with a Pup - Part XX - Train for Success - Habits and Threads for Life for Dog and Handler
Limited Grounds

Five Pre-Hunting Season Tasks

Are You Reaching Your Goals

Training Tip - Testing Season Weekly Schedule
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Beyond Master Hunter - The Master National

The Big Step - Advancing to Cold Land Blinds and Multiple Marks with Factors
Training Tip - Charting your Performance this Summer

The Swim-by Tuneup

Adding More Respect and Better Communication to Your Training Approach
Improving the Hunt in Your Dog

Tips to Become a Better Handler while Training

Getting Started with a Pup - Part XIX - Hold & Force Fetch - Part Ill
Bread and Butter Drills - Blind Drills with 2 Gunners and 3 Blinds
Another Step up the Ladder - Transitioning from Senior to Master
Training after a Layoff

Making the Jump - Transitioning from Junior to Senior

Teaching the Remote Drop

Getting Started with a Pup - Part XVIII - Hold & Force Fetch - Part Il
Training Young Retrievers to "See"!

A Menu for Better Backs

Field Priorities in a Young Dog

Poison Bird Drill

Getting Started with a Pup - Part XVII - Hold & Force Fetch - Part |

An Easy-to-Make Pit Blind Platform for Your Retriever

Favourite Setups - The All-in-One Triple with Helper

10 Common Pitfalls of First-Time Retriever Owners

Dream Duck Dog - How to Make Your Retriever the Ultimate Duck Dog
Event Day Tuneups

The Big Freeze (refusal to deliver the bird)

Getting Started with a Pup - Part XVI - Introducing Pups to Decoys
Training with One Helper - Part 4 - Special Marking Drills

The Land-Water Balancing Act

Training with One Helper - Part 3 - The Art of the Walking Single
Getting Started with a Pup - Part XV - Timing for Positive Reinforcement and Corrections
Good Manners Make Good Company - Trial and Training Etiquette
Favourite Setups - Two-Short Marking Drills

What does Sit Mean to Your Dog?

Training with Your Other Best Friend - Training with One Helper, Pt 2 - Practising Marking "Experiences"

Your First Time - What to Expect at Your First Hunt Test
Common Group Training Pitfalls

Getting Started with a Pup - Part XIV - 18 Ways to Incorrectly Use Positive Reinforcement
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Tips for Advanced Field Trial Handling

Getting Started with a Pup - Part XlII - Routines & Sequences

Developing Guidelines for Your Daily Field Training

Training with Your Other Best Friend - Training with One Helper, Pt 1 - Blind-Mark Multi-peats

Finding the Try - The Importance of Reading Your Dog to Identify and Reward Effort

Getting Started with a Pup - Part XII - Building a Foundation - Part B

The Retrievers ONLINE Training Notebook

What to do When You Don't Have Time to Train

Whose Equipment? - Training Hint

Basics of Marking for Hunt Tests

Getting Started with a Pup - Part XI - Building a Foundation - Part A

Two Steadiness Tune-Up Dirills

Fundamentals Online - Tips for Improving Field Performance Through Better Training & Handling Online
Glasses for Difficult Blinds

Technical Water Marks

Over-Unders

Fundamental Training Program Summary-Foundation for All Advanced Work-Hunting, Hunt Test & Field Trial
Getting Started with a Pup - Part X - Odds and Ends

Walk Around Blinds

BB Blinds (Bird Boy Blinds)

The Tune-Up Drill Concept on Land

Getting Started with a Pup - Part IX - Finding Resources for Assistance and Support- Part Il - Amateurs and Retriever Cl
Flip-Flops - Efficient Marking Setups for Training Alone

Happy Bumpers

Getting Started with a Pup - Part VIII - Finding Resources for Assistance and Support - Part | - Choosing A Professional
Transition Level Program Series - Tune-Up Drills

The Long and Short of It - Tips on Improving Marks

Banishing Bugging and Balking

You be the judge: You be the trainer - Big League Water Triple

Wagon-Wheels

Getting Started with a Pup - Part VII - Performance vs Training Potential

You be the judge: You be the trainer - Marking Setup with Mixed-Level Dogs

The Basics of Casting (Reprint of Vol.8 #4)

Getting Started with a Pup - Part VI - Basic Obedience Principles and Guidelines

The Fine Art of Hedging Your Bets

Getting Ready for Spring

How and When to Use Your Hand When Sending A Dog
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Transition Level Program Series - Teamwork, Communication & Fix-up Drills - Part |

A Question for Hunt Test Training - How to Prepare for Less Visible Marks & Gunners

A Fundamental Training Program - Transition - Transition to Cold Blinds

Transition Training

Getting Started with a Pup - Part V - More on Beginning Marks

Getting Started with a Pup - Part IV - First Marks

A Fundamental Training Program - Early Transition Level Water Training - Channel Blinds and Cheating Singles
Designing the Amateur's Home Pond

Using Blind Marker Stakes in Training for Blind Retrieves

Getting Started with a Pup - Part Ill - Equipment

More Guidelines for Intervention on Marks

A Fundamental Training Program - Intro to Transition - Pattern Blinds and Blind Drills

A Fundamental Training Program - Basics - The Swim-By

Getting Started with a Pup - Part Il - Early Behaviours

Feature Presentation of Marks

The Organized Confusion Drill

Tips for Momentum on Blinds (short)

Warming Up Your Dog Before Training Sessions or Competition

The Mechanics of Marking

A Fundamental Training Program - Basics - The Double-T

Training Retrievers Alone

You be the judge: You be the trainer - Advanced dog marking set-up

Handling Your Retriever on Blinds - A Note on Strategies for Training versus Tests

The 27 Steps - A Beginner's Guide to Blind Retrieves

E-Collar Training Ideas for Amateurs (sidebar)

Dog LT&T Theory: The New Year and Puppies

A Fundamental Training Program -- Basic Level Steps - Introduction to Indirect Pressure & Pile Work
Off-Season Planning (reprint of 1998 article)

Favourite Set-ups - A Generalized Approach to Setting Up Triple Marks

Revisiting Repeats

Dog Behaviour - The Tale Tells a Tale

Dog LT&T Theory: Sounds and their Meanings in Dog Training

A Fundamental Training Program -- Basic Level Steps - Introduction to Casting & Collar Conditioning
Favourite Set-ups - The Valley Drill - A Mark & Blind Set-up for the Amateur Training Alone
On Again - Off Again: Dealing with Points

A Guide to E-Collar Use in the Field

Dog LT&T Theory: Acquiring a New Skill -- Part 11
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11
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36
34-35
15
11-14
8-10

4-6
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A Fundamental Training Program -- Basic Level Steps - Basic Obedience & Force Fetch
Hunting Season Tune-Ups

The Split Drill - "the casting version"

Sagacity Wins

Dog LT&T Theory: Acquiring a New Skill -- Part |

Helpful Helpers

A Fundamental Training Program -- Part |

Intervention on Marks . . . Interference or Information?

Handling Tips for Young Dogs

Notes on Strategies for Handling Your Dog at Trials and Tests (short article)
Transition Training

Dog LT&T Theory: Trivia - But not so Trivial - Part Il

The Swim-by

How Far Should Marks Be?

Pressure

Dog LT&T Theory: Trivia - But not so Trivial - Reminders for Spring Training
Favourite Set-ups - Picture Perfect Multiple Blinds (with a teaching bonus)
Heeling — The Basics

Dog LT&T Theory: Pre-Visualization to Increase Competitive Success

Favourite Set-ups — The Training Quads

Tip: Winter Training (re metal clips)

Dog LT&T Theory: Taking Advantage of Behaviour Chaining - Part Il - Other Chains
Favourite Set-ups — The All-In-One Triple

Diagonals on Water

Ropes for Puppies

Dog LT&T Theory: Taking Advantage of Behaviour Chaining - Part | - The use of your hand in retrieving
How to Signal Gunners

Favourite Set-ups — The Success Triple

Puppy Pointer — How to help on marks

Channel Blinds

Dog LT&T Theory: The Fifth A: Analyze

Setting Up Training Tests

The Come-In Drill

Transition to Cold Blinds

Wind — The Number One Factor

Newborn Puppy Stimulation for "Superdogs"

Developing Rules for Your Dog Training - The Perils of Mixing & Matching - Part 2
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12

11
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32-34
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8-10

6-7
29
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20
18-19
10-11
6-9
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The Wagon Spoke Dirill

Transition Triple Blinds

Tips for Training Sessions

The Ditch Dirill

Dog LT&T Theory: Responsibility?

Dog LT&T Theory: White Coats - Why White? - Part 2

Developing Rules for Your Dog Training - The Perils of Mixing & Matching - Part 1

Pigeons for Pre-School Puppies

The Training Dummy

More On Training Notes

Field Training Log

Off-Season Planning

Dog LT&T Theory: White Coats - Why? - Part 1
Navigating Land:Water:Land

My Dog Won't Go - Dealing with Blind Retrieve Problems During Transition Work

A "Little" Interview with Bill & Don Little, Abilena Kennels - Part 3
An Interview with Bruce Curtis - Young Dog Specialist - Part 3
The Tule Dirill

Non-Cheating Marks

Dog LT&T Theory: Training Notes? Why Bother with Them?
The Importance of Those Eyes

Double-Duty Ducks

A "Little" Interview with Bill & Don Little, Abilena Kennels - Part 2
Gunner Assistance

The ON-LINE Tools of the Trade

Pro's Corner - with Jim Weitzel (excerpt from RFTN Dec 1970)
Bird-in-Mouth

An Interview with Bruce Curtis - Young Dog Specialist - Part 2
Diversion Drill for Experienced Dogs

Strategies for Running Blinds at a Field Trial

The Mechanics of Running a Dog

Love and R-E-S-P-E-C-T

Stand Alones

The Side-Hill Drill

Who knows what Evil Lurks "Behind the Gun" (short article)
Complementary Marks and Blinds (short article)

Notes on Marks - Cheating Singles
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16
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A "Little" Interview with Bill & Don Little, Abilena Kennels - Part 1

The Retired Gun Conundrum (short article)

3-Peats

An Interview with Bruce Curtis - Young Dog Specialist - Part 1

Cues for Communication

Sequencing for ABC - Achieving Attitude, Balance & Control

Lines Through Hazards

Retriever Training Tips for the Latest LS and Lite Series - Positive Training with the New Tone Button
Guidelines for Using the E-Collar

To Repeat or Not to Repeat

Better Praise in the Field - Can Two Positives Make a Negative?

Middle Marks - Mind Over Matter

Swim by The Gunner

Having The Gun Help

Dog LT&T Theory: "Good Dog": Principles and Practice of Reinforcement for Praise
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