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*(This Practice Advisory replaces the advisory issued by the College in August 2002.)

This Practice Advisory is intended to assist you in understanding your legal and professional responsibilities if you
choose to practise under a practice name. This advisory should be read in conjunction with the College’s Practice
Advisory on Professional Advertising.

Introduction

Members are entitled to practise under a practice name, provided the regulations included
at the end of this advisory are followed.
Practice names fall into two different categories:
1. names which are reasonably referable to the location of the practice. These do not
need to be approved by the College’s Executive Committee.
2. all other types of practice names. These must be approved by the College’s Executive
Committee.
However, for both these categories, the member must complete and submit the
Application for Practice Names form available on the College website at www.rcdso.org.

What are the guidelines
to follow in selecting a
practice name?

Practice names must comply with the advertising regulations and the College’s Practice
Advisory on Professional Advertising. Therefore, practice names should not include
the use of descriptive terms to describe the practice, the practitioner, the equipment,
materials, expected treatment results or any other aspect of dental practice.
If a practice refers to a specialty, it must be one of the 11 specialty branches of dentistry
recognized in Ontario AND all the dentists practising in the office using that practice name
must be registered with the College as specialists in that branch of dentistry.

Are practice names
exclusive?

The College has no ability to provide or guarantee the exclusivity of a practice name. However, the College will use its best efforts to advise the dentist if an application is received
requesting a name that is considered by the College to be similar to one approved previously.

For more information

You may wish to also contact the College to discuss your proposed practice name prior to
submitting the application form. Please contact the College at 416.961.6555/1.800.565.4591
or by e-mail at info@rcdso.org.
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