
In-class training exemptions
Complete your college program and get exempted from in-class 
apprenticeship requirements.

Open doors with a college credential
Whether it’s a diploma, degree, or certificate, a college credential can
open doors to future career opportunities.

Employer partnerships
Get access to co-op and even permanent employment opportunities.

State-of-the-art facilities
Ontario colleges are modernizing skilled trades training through new, 
world-class trades facilities.

Faculty with industry experience
You’ll learn the fundamentals of your trade from professionals who’ve 
worked in the field.

Discover all of this and more at 
trades.ontariocolleges.ca 

Top 5 Reasons to Start Your 
Skilled Trades Career at an Ontario College

College Trades is a new 
website dedicated to helping 
learners like you start a career 
in the skilled trades.

This new resource can help you: 

Search and apply for skilled trades programs 

Learn the benefits of going to college 

Understand the apprenticeship journey 

Plan for a career in the skilled trades 
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Apply to
college trades 

programs.

Find a sponsor / 
employer and
register as an 

apprentice.

Complete
‘Level 1’ of your 
apprenticeship’s 
school training

(if necessary). Complete 
‘Level 2’ of your 
apprenticeship’s 
school training 

(if necessary).

Complete 
‘Levels 3 or 4’ of your 

apprenticeship’s 
school training 
(if necessary).

Learn the basics 
of your trade 
and complete 
your college 

program.

Complete one 
to two years of 

on-the-job 
training.

Complete your 
certifying exam 
to receive your 
Certificate of 
Qualification.

Complete one 
to two years of 

on-the-job 
training.

Complete the 
remaining 

required hours 
of on-the-job 

training.
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Colleges can help through 
their employer partnerships.

The number of hours required 
depends on your specific program.

Congrats, this will reward you with 
your Certificate of Apprenticeship.

This step may be required to 
work as a licensed 
journeyperson in your trade.

This is where you will gain the foundational 
knowledge of your trade and earn a 
college credential.

trades.ontariocolleges.ca has a 
great tool to help you find programs 
that pathway into apprenticeship

The number of hours required 
depends on your specific program.

Some college programs include this in 
their curriculum, so you may be exempt.

The number of remaining hours required 
depends on your specific programs.C
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