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1922-1943

John Richard Hill, son of William Richard Hill 
and Mary Johnson, was born on November 12, 
1922. 
He went to Westmount High School around 
1935 and graduated in 1939.
 John played hockey, rugby, football and 
baseball.

John joined the RCAF on June 12, 1941 and received 
his wings on June 1942 in Summerside, P.E.I. He 
did his operational training in Bagotville, Quebec 
before leaving for overseas in October.
 As a flight sergeant (pilot), John was part of the 197 
R.A.F Squadron who were bombers in WWII. The 
aircrafts they used were the Hawker Typhoon 1B. 
They mostly operated from the UK to target 
North-West Europe, Normandy, Belgium,Holland 
and Germany.



At the age of 20, John was killed in action on May 7, 
1943. On that day, John was doing an operational 
flight, piloting the Typhoon 1B D.N 407 in 
Patcham, Britain, when he crashed in Graham 
Avenue. He had multiple injuries and burns. His 
parents were informed as well as his siblings (1 
brother, 2 sisters). I could not find any information 
on his family after the war so I do not know if they 
are still alive or not. 

John was buried at Tangmere (St.Andrew) 
Churchyard in Sussex, UK. 
Grave Reference: Row 3, Grave 507

Some Extra Information:
● John was Anglican.
● He used to live at 125 Irvine Avenue, 

Westmount, Quebec.
● Before joining the Air Force, John worked 

at a chemical laboratory at the Canadian 
Tube and Steel Limited Company.

● He had a scar over his left eye.
● He is the only Canadian buried at that 

grave site.
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