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Prelude to the War 

Early Life 

J a m e s  R .  H a n s o n  w a s  b o r n  o n  t h e  4 t h  o f  
A p r i l  1 9 1 8  i n  B u x t o n ,  D e r b y s h i r e ,  E n g l a n d  
t o  L t  C o l .  P a u l  R e n n a r d  H a n s o n  O B E .  a n d  
M a r y  E d i t h  I r w i n  H a n s o n .  I n  1 9 1 9 ,  t h e y  
m o v e d  t o  M o n t r é a l ,  C a n a d a .  H e  w e n t  t o  a n  
u n k n o w n  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  f r o m  1 9 2 4  –  
1 9 3 1 .  

Youth Life 

After elementary, he went to Westmount High School from 1933 to 1938. He showed 

proficiency in skiing, boxing, swimming, rugby, football, hockey, running, and high 

hurdling. It is unknown whether or not he graduated, however it is known that he 

found a job as a hotel clerk at several locations: Canadian Pacific Hotel, the Seigniory 

Club, etc. 

 
Family Members 
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     Height: 5”8’        Weight: 150lb 

            

  

 

From Enlistment to Death 

E n l i s t m e n t  a n d  T r a i n i n g  

On April 10th of 1940, James R. Hanson passed his 

interview to join the RCAF. He was enlisted on April 15th. 

He was sent to train at No.4 BGS. On July 7th 1940, he 

failed his flying test, but graduated October 23rd 1940. He 

was then sent to No.1 WS, another training centre. On 

November 24th 1940, he graduated. 

Battle and Circumstances of Death 

According to www.forfreedom.ca, F/Lt Hanson showed great devotion to duty which 
inspired his peers. He led a cheerful attitude towards his duty and gave his best efforts. 
On August 3rd, 1942, he was assigned to the Dive Bombardment Group. By February 
14, 1944, he completed 35 missions (189 hours and 7 minutes), split in two tours (July 
27 1941 - September 16 1942) and (April 20 1943 – February 14 1944). In between 
these two periods, he married Audrey Joan Atkinson in Stradishall, Suffolk, England. 
They had a child named Paul Robert Hanson, who was 21 months when James R. 
Hanson passed away. On May 23, 1944, 10:50pm, the RCAF 408 Squadron Lancaster 
LL 723 EQ-H, in which he was air gunner, was shot down on a night flight to 
Dortmund, Germany. The planed exploded over Dülmen, Germany. His body was not found. 

http://www.forfreedom.ca/
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        Distinguished Flying Cross 

            

  

 

Post - War 

Legacy 

In his entire duration fighting with the RCAF, he 

only gunned down 2 people. On July 9th, 1945, his 

official death was signed in Ottawa, Canada. In his 

name, he was anointed the Distinguished Flying 

Cross for high courage, valor, and infatuating 

devotion to duty. He was given a “burial” at the 

Runnymede Memorial, Surrey, UK. 

His last will was to transfer all his possessions, 

estate, and money to his wife. 

 

                                                             RCAF 408 Squadron 
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4404 Western Avenue, Westmount 

                          

1939                                                                    1942 

                                     

              4404 Western Avenue is the current 4404 Boulevard de Maisonneuve 



       
 

 6 
 

454 Mount Stephen Avenue, Westmount 

                      

1945                                                          1952 

  

Present Owner claims that the architecture of the fireplace and the window borders are 

authentic to the 1940’s time period. 
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Application – 1 
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Application – 2 
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Education and Employment 
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Document on James Hanson's Name in the Book of Memorial in Ottawa pg. 327. 
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F/Lt James Robert Hanson 

D.F.C. 

Panel 244 

Memorial ID : 15254388 
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