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MINUTES OF GOVERNING BOARD MEETING
September 18, 2017 at 7:00 pm


	Marisa Mineiro (MM)
	P
	Rozina Rogan (RR)
	P

	Grace Lobasso (GL)
	P
	Sognia Milone (SM)
	P

	Mr Joe Ortona, Commissioner
	P
	Ida Maria De Laurentis  (Ida)
	A

	Peter Mercuri  (PM)
	P
	Noemia Bozzo (NB)
	P

	Lisa Christensen  (LC)
	P
	Nancy Salituri (NS)
	P

	Elisabete Cerqueira (EC)
	P
	Mirella di Stefano (MDS)
	P

	Joe Biunno (JB)
	P
	Giuseppe (Joe) Astorino (JA)
	P

	Claudia Caruso (CC)
	P
	Pina Rinaldi (PR)
	A

	Lori Cardillo (LC)
	P
	Sandra Miele (SM)
	P

	Stephanie Fuoco (SF)
	P
	
	




Elections for the Board:

· Peter Mercuri was nominated and accepted the nomination as GB Chair:  Elected Chair by acclamation
· Lisa Christensen proposed her candidacy as Vice Chair was elected Vice Chair
· Joe Astorino nominated and was elected Secretary

Approval of Agenda:   Agenda was Prepared by Mrs. Mineiro


 
1. Approval of previous minutes

· Approved by Claudia Caruso
· Seconded by Mr. Biunno (abstentions Stephanie Fuoco, Lori Cardillo, Sognia Milone, Grace Lobasso, Elisabete Cerqueira) 


2. Question Period 

· Our Chair asked the board members to inform parents that the meetings are open to the public and their attendance and implication is very welcome.
· Lisa’s question: how many students in grade 4 classes and are we looking a creating an additional class.  We currently have 29-30 students per class, Mrs. Mineiro is considering it and looking at an additional teacher to possibly float between 2 classes.  
· Lisa question: How many children per class on average –  Response: depending on level 24-26 
· Peter question:  What is our entire enrollment for the year?  403 Students
· Chair informed board that for years we hovered around 350……. excellent news…the school is growing at a very rapid pace.  We have a great school, Mr. Mercuri asked board to talk to our social circles to encourage people to enroll their children at Michelangelo. 
· Claudia’s Question:  Why are grade 5 considered rowdy?  The cohort is intense and has been since they came into school.  They are great kids and good students but some have behavioral issues.  We have split the group in the past to alleviate the issue, it helped. (63 kids in grade 5)


3. Business arising from minutes:
· N/A
4. Principal’s Report:

· Mrs. Mineiro brought up the Police background check for all board members, PPO and volunteers to the school.   Documents were handed out to be completed by all board members.  School board (EMSB) will take care of completing the required checks.  
· PPO: Mr. Mercuri commented on the great work PPO as done in the past and recommended we keep the PPO in place.   Vote held for PPO continuation:  Joe Biunno motioned, Lisa second.  Vote was unanimous
· Pelo:  Language program (Italian Language), taught on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.   Lisa asked if we ever got the curriculum from the people at PELO? We have 2 new teachers and Mrs. Mineiro will work on obtaining copies this year.   Claudia asked if there is a process in place to evaluate and to choose our Pelo teachers.  Mrs. Mineiro explained that we get the candidates from a pool of available candidates.   She also expressed that it is not easy to find Pelo teachers in the east end.  Mrs. Mineiro will be meeting with candidates in the coming weeks. Motion to approve PELO program:  Mrs. Milone motioned & Mrs. Caruso second, Vote was unanimous
· Field trip and activity fee: This year we had 2 parents that asked about the activity fee, it has been well received.   Mrs. Mineiro has explained what the funds are for to inquiring parents, once the explanation is given we do not get much pushback. 
· Robotics: Mrs. Yi will continue the program and will have help from a robotics teacher this year.   Mrs. Yi will be holding a meeting to establish particulars (which levels, Junior- Senior, the goal is to allow everyone that is interested into the program.  Capacity will be evaluated in coming meetings.
· Steam status:  Mrs. Mineiro reiterated that we have STEAM status and it provides us another teacher to help with the program.  All info for Steam was covered at parent’s orientation.
· 60 minutes of daily activity:  encompasses phys. Ed, Yoga, outdoor activities etc.….  We will be receiving a budget to carry out the program as well as consultation services to ensure we maximize the program. 
· News:  Mrs. Mineiro met with Day Care manager to discuss various items.   Mrs. Mineiro was able to obtain commitment for a green house. (actual size greenhouse) it will probably be located in the yard.  With this comes Yard beautification, trees benches, etc.…..  We are also looking at having an outside classroom.  Schoolyard reorg is under way!
· BEES:  Our bees have been very busy, Alveol is coming to the school to provide the students and parents a workshop about the hives on our roof.  Our bees have produced 52 kg’s of honey.  We will be selling our honey jars in upcoming fundraiser.  We are happy to report that there has been no incident at school involving the bees.  All is going well and according to plan.  Our queen bees are Italian and Australian. (It would be nice to have cameras on the hive to have a live feed)
· Chocolate Drive:  Chocolates are coming in tomorrow, we need to get the chocolates out ASAP as it is very warm in the school and we risk them melting.   Plan is to get the chocolates out tomorrow with some additional help from volunteers.
· Picture Day: September 29th (coincides with attestation day), strategically chosen as it has the least absences.  Sibling pictures will also be held. 
· Maxi (Mr. Rocco Potenza):  Would like to donate to the school, on the 29th of school marks first month of school.  Mr. Potenza will come with his team
· Welcoming day:   September 8th: was a success!  We had some inflatables, Pizza, popcorn and Mini-putt games.   Kids reacted positively to the evening.
· Question about open house:  Nov 9th and Feb 3rd:  One at night one in the day, we are working on postcards and a little video so we can put on social media.  The plan is to continue the same plan as previous years.
· Orientation:   Parent called about orientation from KD to grade 1.   Found it was a little tough as a transition.  Orientation will be held before school starts and bring children’s supplies up to the class.  
· Daycare: New app available to daycare parents, to alleviate wait times and congestion in the halls.  The apps inform the schools when the parent is close to the school’s children will be ready at special station in the school.
· Michelangelo School App:  Mrs. Mineiro is considering getting an app specific to the school.   Lots of benefits, elimination of paper communication between parents, school can put all school info on the app.   If this app goes through we will no longer need the Remind app as it will be integrated in the new app.  More news to follow.
· Dates for our governing board meetings for 2018:    Second Tuesdays of every month. (send out specific dates) Next meeting is October 10th.  Meetings will be held at 7 pm and Mr. Mercuri asked everyone to be punctual for a 7 pm start. 
· Dates for GB Meeting 2018:

October 10th	
November 14th
December 12th
January 9th
February 13th
March 13th
April 10th
May 8th
June 12th


5. Teacher’s Report:

· Question from Elisabete about reception of yearbook for grade 6 grades.  They should be coming in shortly. 

6. IB Report

· We are sending several teachers to workshops and its business as usual.  

7. Chairperson’s Report:

· N/A

8. Commissioner’s Report:
· Mr. Ortona spoke about the bilingual promotional ads last year.  Mr. Mike Cohen was honored for that campaign.
· Mr. Ortona congratulated Mr. Mineiro for the Welcome to Kindergarten Award
· He spoke about the increasing registration numbers and congratulated everyone.  Mr. Ortona mentioned that to have a VP we need 450 students.  Mr. Mercuri asked Mr. Ortona if there was a possibility of sharing a VP with another school and there is a possibility however there is a concern that it would be a heavy load for the VP.
· Pilot project was started last year for Steam program, total of 10 schools
· New commercial launched on TV promoting our school board
· Social media blitz, we now have more than 10k followers compared to last year’s 4k
· Busing; If we know anyone with a busing issue, Mr. Ortona asked that we send them in his direction. We could possibly have a petition started.  Mr. Ortona is an advocate for reopening the busing discussion and wants to find a solution.  
· Elisabete asked question:  Is school allowed to have a special status? She mentioned that there is a school in Anjou that has ‘’Special Status’’.  Some of the buses that come to the school are empty.  Bus spots are reserved for zoned children whether the service is used. Suggestion was brought up by Sognia to possibly hold a meeting to address the busing situation.  We also suggested that a survey be sent out to parents about the busing situation, i.e.  Survey Monkey.  Adhoc Busing Committee: committee to put together the questions that we can send out to the parents. Committee will comprise of:  Claudia, Elisabete, Grace and Sognia.  Laurie Cardillo will also be consulted by the Adhoc committee.   Adhoc will come up with a mock up of Questions:  Within the next 2 weeks committee will get together and prepare a mock up so the GB can vote during our next meeting.
· Lisa’s Question: Are we revisiting boundaries?  This is Mr. Ortona’s goal for the year, he wants to reopen the boundary discussion. (gave example of Boundaries for each school, many potential students are zones for Gerald McShane which is further for them than our school.

9. RPC Report
· N/A

10. PPO Report
· N/A

11. Varia:
· N/A
12. Correspondence: 
· N/A


13. Adjournment

Motion to Adjourn motioned by Elisabete, Sognia M.  second
Adjournment 9:30 PM.
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