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MINUTES OF GOVERNING BOARD MEETING
May 15th, 2018 at 7:00 pm


	Marisa Mineiro (MM)
	P
	Rozina Rogan (RR)
	P

	Grace Lobasso (GL)
	P
	Sognia Milone (SM)
	P

	Mr Joe Ortona, Commissioner
	P
	Ida Maria De Laurentis  (Ida)
	P

	Peter Mercuri  (PM)
	P
	Noemia Bozzo (NB)
	P

	Lisa Christensen  (LC)
	A
	Nancy Salituri (NS)
	A

	Elisabete Cerqueira (EC)
	P
	Mirella Di Stefano (MDS)
	P

	Joe Biunno (JB)
	P
	Giuseppe (Joe) Astorino (JA)
	A

	Claudia Caruso (CC)
	P
	Pina Rinaldi (PR)
	P

	Lori  Cardillo (LC)
	P
	Sandra Miele (SM)
	A

	Stephanie Fuoco (SF)
	A
	Mme. Suzanne
	A




1. Approval of Agenda:

· [bookmark: _Hlk511062493]Proposed by: Joe Biunno, seconded by Mirella Di Stefano, motion passed unanimously.

2. Approval of previous minutes: 

· Proposed by: Joe Biunno, seconded by Claudia Caruso, motion passed unanimously
· Abstentions from vote: Sognia Milone, Rozina Rogan.

3. Question Period:

· Question by Claudia Caruso: Would it be possible to consider ways of being stricter about the use of the French language by the students during recess and lunch during French week? 
· Response by Marisa Mineiro: Not all students are in French week at the same. This makes it difficult to monitor; cannot tell which child is in French week once outside of the classroom. The classroom is a controlled environment. The school encourages students to speak French during French week but the reality is that it is difficult to monitor once outside of the classroom.

· Question by Joe Biunno: Since when has the school started to lock the school yard gates?
· Response by Marisa Mineiro: The gates have been locked since we received the new gates about 6 or so weeks ago. Locking the gates has helped tremendously; we no longer find broken bottles, dog feces and other litter in the school yard.

· Question by Grace Lobasso: Science Fair – can we consider stretching the science fair over 2 evenings to help make the gym less crowded. It is difficult to hear the students and there are too many people in the aisles at once.
· Response by Maris Mineiro: Stretching the science fair over 2 nights is not feasible as that would mean some parents would have come back twice because they have children in different grades. Instead, considering extending the exhibits out in the hallways and investigating other options with the teachers.


4. Business arising from minutes:
· VR: Purchasing kits for the VR project. Sending out letters for old phones that can be donated. 
VR technology will allow students to take virtual field trips with guided tours. 
· Petition: Anna Tafuto from the YLC has collected signatures. There is an event at the Leonardo Da Vinci Centre on May 20th and Anna will be using this opportunity to collect more signatures.  

5. Principal’s Report:

· Vice Principal: Michelangelo officially has a Vice Principal (VP). We do not yet know who the VP will be but know that the VP will be moving into Pina Rinaldi’s current office. 
  
· Enrollment: 
· Current Enrollment: 455
· School Capacity:      508 
· According to new EMSB directives; teacher-student is now ratio is 1:20
· New enrollments for the 2018/2019 school year: 103 (still waiting on confirmation of eligibility requirements for 11 of the 103) 

· Lunch Fees: 
· Comparison of current lunch fees between Michelangelo and its sister schools:
· Michelangelo: $1.50
· East Hill:        $1.75
· LDV:             $2.00
· Due to the bus routes, the lunch period at Michelangelo is 1 hour and 5 minutes (slightly longer in duration than the lunch period at the sister schools).

· The $1.50 is no longer sufficient to cover the lunch costs incurred by the school. 

Motion by Chairperson, Peter Mercuri
Seconded by Sognia Milone
No Nays 
No abstentions

Given the a) lower adult to student ratio and b) the increased enrollment for the 2018/2019 school year, motion is raised to increase the current lunch fee from $1.50 to $1.75 so at to ensure maintenance and support of the necessary lunch service.


· Green Grant: 
· Green House: not sure when we will be receiving but it is still on the list
· Green Tower: will also be receiving a green tower (a tower filled with plants and lights)
· Marisa Mineiro looking to purchase 4 bunny benches made of steel and hopefully another 4 bunny benches next year – found at Costco for $500 each.
· Looking to create a seating area in the school yard with 3 big trees in the middle of the benches so that students can use this space to read and/or sit with friends.

· Bees:
· The cost to maintain the bees: $2600.00. As Michelangelo received a grant, we will use the grant to pay this fee. 
· However, would like to use the funds that were going to be used to pay the $2600.00 fee to purchase cameras instead. These cameras would allow the streaming of live video from the bee hives. This can be streamed on YouTube/Facebook and also on a monitor in the school that students have easy access to.
· Students are extremely interested in learning more about the bees; also fits with our upcoming units of enquiry.
· The 1 time cost for the purchase and installation of cameras: $1500.00

Motion by Chairperson, Peter Mercuri
Seconded by Elisabete Cerqueira
No Nays 
No abstentions

Given a) the interest expressed by the students to learn more about the bees and b) the direct link between the bees and the upcoming units of enquiry, motion is raised for the purchase of cameras that will be placed inside the bee hives and the video streamed live, at the cost of $1500.00.


· Music Concert: 
· Now have a music concert committee; teachers are issuing tickets on a first come-first served basis.
· Marisa Mineiro had considered an online system for the purchase of the tickets but that would have cost parents an additional $2 per ticket.
· This music concert will be shorter than the music concert last year (it was longer in celebration of the 375th anniversary).
· Next school year, will consider splitting the music concert over 2 evenings.

· Garage Sale:
· New Date: June 2nd.
· A few tables have been purchased but expect more tables to be purchased as we approach the June 2nd date.

· Bingo Night: 
· Date: June 8th.
· Le Doral is catering that evening.

· Digital Citizenship:
· There was a workshop Tuesday May 8 given by the EMSB’s Maureen Baron.
· 15 to 16 families attended the workshop; most of which belong to the school’s PPO and/or GB. 
· Ida De Laurentis is looking into scheduling a similar workshop for students in grade 5 and 6.
· The GB brainstormed ideas as to how to increase parent involvement for the next school year.
· Claudia Caruso: suggested live streaming. Marisa Mineiro will speak to the IT department at the EMSB.
· Mirella Di Stefano: suggested having a media awareness week in which both parent and child could participate prior to Maureen Baron’s presentation. 

· School Pictures:
· Marisa Mineiro once again signed a contract with LifeTouch for the next school year. 
· Green Apple will be invited to present to the GB next year.

· Daycare Appreciation Week: 
· Message to all daycare educators on behalf of the entire school: Thank you for a great daycare week, it was a great week. You contribute to the success of our school!

· Renovations:
· Summer 2018:
· The gym will be painted fully
· As we now have 5 Kindergarten classrooms, and each classroom requires a sink, sinks will be installed in 2 classrooms.
· Summer 2019:
· The school’s bathrooms are scheduled to be renovated

· T-Shirts:
· The t-shirts are arriving the week of May 14th at school
· The t-shirts are red and white and include the school’s phone number
· Students will be wearing these t-shirts during the health days (field trip)


6. Teacher’s Report:
· Noemia Bozzo and Ida De Laurentis: 
· Cycles 2 and 3 are in exam mode
· June 6th: Math exams begin for cycle 3
· Grade 3 students will be attending a presentation by Aveole 
· Grade 5 are raising funds for 2 causes: 1) Free the Children 2) Stop Animal Cruelty
· They will be selling Krispy Kernels to raise funds for these 2 causes
· Ida De Laurentis mentioned that unless they deliver, the Krispy Kernels will need to be picked up from Laval. If this is the case, may need help. Claudia Caruso volunteered to go to Laval to help with the pickup – Ida De Laurentiis to confirm if and when.

7. IB Report:

· The Grade 6 Exhibition was a success. The teachers and students tried a different setup this year. Parents were able to sit and listen to the students’ presentations but still, hard to hear. For the Exhibition next school, teachers will consider a different layout or spreading out the Exhibits over 2 evenings.

8. Chairperson’s Report:

· Chairperson, Peter Mercuri, asked to combine his Chairperson’ report with the CPC report (below).

9. Commissioner’s Report:

· VP Position: Mr. Joe Ortona explained that the VP position for Michelangelo was not initially included. However, he asked for the VP position to be approved and, without much ado, it was approved.  The GB thanks Mr. Ortona for his assistance.

· EMSB Parent Conference: Approximately 300 parents attended the EMSB Parent Conference year. This was a greater level of participation than previous years. Mr. Ortona made the recommendation to hold the EMSB Parent Conference earlier in the year next year as the early May timeframe coincides with Communion/Confirmation season for many parents. 

· Government Renovation Fund: Mr. Joe Ortona attended the town hall and learned more about the Government Renovation Fund. The Government will be allocating $23 000 000.00 to the School Board. These funds are to be used strictly for renovations, maintenance of and repairs to the school building (inside and outside).

· These funds are NOT to be used for the installation of new air conditioning systems. Funds can be used for the repair or maintenance of existing air conditioning systems only.
· Marisa Mineiro asked Mr. Joe Ortona to investigate if the expansion of the current air exchange system currently used for the media room could be expanded to help ventilate the classrooms on the same level as the media room. Mr. Joe Ortona agreed to look into this.

·  School Board Elections: 
· The Government deposited a bill to postpone the school board elections until 2020.
· As such, the mandate of the current commissioners has also been extended by 2 years.
· The government says they want to look at ways to increase voter participation however Mr. Ortona extends that this bill sends the wrong  message to electors; i.e. that these elections are not important.


10. CPC Report:

· School Board Elections: 
· Mr. Peter Mercuri motions to state our position of discontent with the bill deposited by the Government to postpone school boards elections until 2020.  The plan would be to communicate our discontent to Council and then to QESBA (Quebec English School Board Association) that they may lobby to the Government. 

· Sexuality Education Course:
· Mr. Peter Mercuri attended the presentation by Anne Marie Da Silva. We are moving forward with the Sexuality Education Course next academic year and it will be compulsory for all students.
· Teachers will receive training. There is also some government created training that the teachers will have access to.
· Provisions in have been made for special needs students.

· Government Renovation Fund:
· The Governing Board brainstormed ideas as how to how best use the funds provided for by the Government Renovation Fund:
· Parking for teachers
· New blinds for the classroom windows
· New screens for the classroom windows
· Screens for the fencing around the school for added security
· Flags to represent the international status of the school
· Redo the teacher cubbies in the staff room
· Roof maintenance
· Action: Teachers to survey students to gain additional ideas.
· Mr. Peter Mercuri, Marisa Mineiro and Mr. Joe Ortona will be attending the Town Hall on this subject looking for 2 more volunteers to attend that evening. 
· The Town Hall will be held on May 28th at 7:00 pm at the Pius Career Centre.


11. PPO Report:

· Sognia Milone:
· The PPO went with World’s Finest Chocolates for next year’s school fund raising campaign. The chocolate bars are now smaller. 
· Were budgets approved for the Halloween, Christmas and other activities we had discussed at a previous GB meeting? 
· To discuss at the next GB meeting 

12. Varia:

· Mr. Joe Biunno asked if he would be able to provide the financial presentations for grades 5before the end of the school year. These presentations are on how to budget and save; basic financial skills. 
· Action: Mr. Joe Biunno to reach out to Noemia Bozzo and Ida De Laurentis to schedule. 

13. Correspondence:  
· N/A

14. Adjournment:  

· Adjournment proposed by Mr. Biunno, and seconded by Noemia Bozzo.		
· Time of adjournment 9:10 PM	
· NOTE: Sognia Milone excused herself at 8:48 pm.
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