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MINUTES OF GOVERNING BOARD MEETING 

Sept 26, 2016 at 7:00 pm 
 
 

Marissa Mineiro (MM) X Geraldo Genarelli (GG) – Comm. Rep.  
Manuel Guedes  (MG) X David Cox (DC)  
Mr Joe Ortona, Commissioner X Ida Maria De Laurentis  (Ida) X 
Peter Mercuri  (PM) X Noemia Bozzo (NB) X 
Lisa Christensen  (LC) X Angela Zambito (AZ)  
Elisabete Cerqueira (EC)  Mirella di Stefano (MdS)  
Joe Biunno (JB) X Nadia Maciocia (NM)  
Claudia Caruso (CC) X Maria Bonadonna (MB)  
Maria Rainelli (MR)  Pina Ferraiuolo (PF)  
Giuseppe (Joe) Astorino (JA) X   
 
 
 
1. Approval of Agenda  

 
Approved: Peter Mercuri 
Second: Claudia Caruso 
Vote: All in Favour 
 

Approval of Previous Minutes:  (added to agenda) 
 

Minutes from previous meeting not available. Mrs. Mineiro will follow-up to ensure minutes 
were received. 

 
 

2. Election of Chair 
 
Chair: Manuel Guedes 
Vice-Chair: Lisa Christenson 
Secretary: Joe Astorino 
RPC Delegate: Peter Mercuri 
RPC Alternate: Claudia Caruso 
 
2 Community Participation positions still to be filled. Several individuals have shown interest, Mr. 
Guedes will follow-up with them.  Mr. Guedes stressed the importance that these 2 positions be 
filled by next GB meeting. 
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3. Question Period  

 
No questions were brought up at this time.  Five parents were present at the beginning of the 
meeting.  Two parents observed the meeting till the end. 

 
4. Principal’s Report 
 

Enrollment:  
 Enrollment for the current year is 402, overall increase of about 45 students year over 

year 
 Mrs. Mineiro introduced Mrs. Nancy, Michelangelo School daycare technician who gave 

the board a quick overview of the daycare activity 
 

PELO Program: 
 PELO: GB approved the continuation of PELO (afterschool Italian Program)  
 Coupons for enrollment have gone out already 
 Mr. Guedes mentioned that another organization has approached the school and is 

interested in presenting a new proposition 
 Mrs. Mineiro informed the board that current enrollment in PELO is approx. 60 
 Concerns were raised about the quality of the program, Mr. Guedes requested that we 

get a copy of the pedagogy from PELO. 
 Mrs. Noemi mentioned the importance of PELO in an IB school, not only are children 

learning a language but are also learning about culture 
 Mrs. Mineiro informed the GB that PELO does have a specific program to follow, some 

teachers use music as a teaching tool and others geography. Regardless of individual 
teaching approach there are a common set of guidelines that are followed.    

 It was proposed that the GB invite PELO to the next curriculum night 
Proposed by: Peter Mercuri 
Second: Joe Biunno 
Vote: All in favour 
 

 Field Trip Activity Fee (80$): 
 

 Several parents contacted the school to get more information about the fee, once 
explained, most parents were appeased.  Mrs. Mineiro explained that most schools are 
on the same program, whereby one lump sum is collected at the beginning of the school 
year rather than a series of smaller payments throughout.  

 
Chocolate Fund Raiser:   
 
 The chocolate fundraiser has started. The funds collected help pay for the IB Program 
 
Picture Day: 
 
 Picture day is scheduled for September 29th, 2016 
 
Year Book: 
 
 Lifetouch and one of the parents would like to present at a future board meeting 
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 GB decided to have Jostens present their proposal as well 
 

Bee Project: 
 
 The School is looking to collaborate with Laurier McDonald High school on the Bee or ‘’B’’ 

Project.  The project involves bee keeping, usually on the school grounds or roof.  Laurier 
McDonald as well as several other High schools produce their own honey and sell it as a 
fund raising activity.  Mrs. Mineiro has asked Laurier McDonald to present the project to 
the GB 

 The Green Club is excited about the possibility of starting the ‘B’ project and is inquiring 
about costs. 

 Mrs. Mineiro stressed the importance of educating everyone about the difference 
between bees and wasps 

 
5. Teacher’s Report 
  

 Nothing to present at the current time 
 

6. IB Report 
 
 This is an important year as it is an IB evaluation year 
 All documents are being put together and reviewed 
 Document submission must be completed by December 
 January – June, parent interviews will be conducted 

 
 

7. Commissioner’s Report 
 

 Promotional campaign for bilingualism is under way (commercials can be seen on TV).  
Mr. Ortona mentioned that there are 13,000 children that are eligible for English 
instruction that are attending alternate schools.  The campaign is EMSB initiative to 
promote programs offered and our schools 

 The Commissioner informed the Board that the year ended with a healthy surplus and 
2016-17 objective is a balanced budget.   

 Several schools were in dire need of repair, i.e. Nesbitt could not use its top floor as the 
roof was unsafe. 

 Mr. Ortona mentioned that certain schools would be getting larger budgets than others 
based on needs 

 Adult Ed. is very profitable and the EMSB needs to create spaces to expand and to 
attract higher enrollment levels (i.e. St. Pius X Culinary) 

 There was an error in posting the march break for 2016-17, actual date is March 6th-10th 
 Comments made to the Commissioner: Children love the new water fountains, Alumni 

commented on the new fountains on all floors, great addition.  Another great add-on was 
made to the lockers, compartments above lockers are most appreciated as well. 

 The concern for new desks for grade 6 was raised.  Board briefly discussed the pros and 
cons of tables vs desks. Desks do provide great storage feature.   

 Mrs. Mineiro also confirmed that she is looking into the Kindergarten tables 
 Mr. Guedes thanked the Commissioner 
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8. Varia  
   
 

 PPO budget: Lisa brought up the point that PPO needs to get GB approval for 3 recurring 
events, Halloween 500$, Christmas at school 500$, Breakfast with Santa (Renaissance 
reception centre) 600$. These approvals come with a 4-6 week delay.  

o Motion to approve all 3 budgets immediately put forth by Lisa 
o Vote was unanimous, motion passed 

 Daycare hours: Lisa informed GB that many parents wait in the morning to drop off their 
children at opening of daycare.  Question was asked if daycare could open 15 mins early and 
charge a premium for parents that could really use this service.   Nancy our daycare tech. 
informed the board that the 8.10$ cost are controlled by MELS and are for a services totalling 
10 hrs.  Nancy will look into the possibility of offering this service.  

 Graduation will be held at the Renaissance Conference Centre and will be held in the 
evening rather than the daytime Renaissance was chosen as it is a larger venue  

 Letter sent by Prom committee. Note should be included on Remind App. For everyone’s 
benefit.   First committee meeting to occur on September 28th at 12:30 

 Mrs. Mineiro informed the GB that the School’s website would be getting revamped 
 Question raised:  Will music department have Band? Choir? 

Mr. Mineiro informed GB that there was some uncertainty around band.  She also mentioned 
that Guitar Club was back.   New Music teacher is great and provided a terrific program for 
year end.   Music teacher follows & integrates the MELS requirements.  New teacher has a 
great passion for music 

 Question was asked as to what instruments we have in inventory?  There was some 
confusion as to what exactly is in inventory. GB agreed that inventory should be looked into. 

 Color Run: Mrs. Mineiro informed the GB that a donor, who has requested to remain 
anonymous, has given his/her commitment for a 2000$ contribution.  This same donor has 
donated 3 hot lunches, twice per week for children that don’t have the means 

 Mr. Biunno requested that the Color Run be mentioned at the next PPO meeting 
 Tentative date for the Color Run event is May, 2017 
 Discussion held on future GB meetings and dates.  All meetings start at 7:00 pm and the 

following dates were identified for the remainder of the year: 
 - October 18th. 
- November 22nd 
- December 13th 
-          January 24th 
-          February 28th 
-          March 28th 
-          April 25th 
-          May 23rd 
-  June 13th  
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9. Adjournment 
 
Mr. Guedes thanked everyone and stressed the importance of looking into and participating in 
local cultural events as they are very enriching.    It would be nice for our school to be host a 
cultural event.   Mrs. Mineiro suggested that we have a cultural corner/calendar on the schools 
new web page. 
 
There being no further business, motion to adjourn at 9:38 pm. 
  
Approve: Joe Biunno 
Second: Mrs. Noemia 
Vote: All in favor 


