[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes from Feb 6th:
Regrets: Miss Pina, Miss Rosina, Claudia Caruso, Joe Astorino

1) Moment of silence for Rosa Guzzo.  Elizabete thanked Mrs. Mineiro and staff for handling the passing of Mrs. Guzzo very well with the children.
2) Agenda – approved – 1st Peter, 2nd Lisa
3) Minutes of December meeting to be approved at March meeting.
4) Question Period: Elizabete asked a question concerning school closures due to bad weather.  Commissioner Ortona provided an explanation – All five school boards on the Island of Montreal communicate with each other and in this case, they decided to remain open.  By the time the last ice storm hit, children and parents were already on the road.  Furthermore, many parents would complain if schools were closed. Commissioner Ortona also referenced a letter from Director General (Mrs. Matheson) and it will be added to the minutes.
5) Principal’s Report: Mrs. Mineiro talked about Mrs. Guzzo.  The school library will be dedicated to Rosa Guzzo.  She loved the library, Mrs. Guzzo volunteered at the library for many years was always involved.  A plaque will be placed on the library door.  There will be a yearly memorial (Rosa Guzzo Reader’s Award at Michelangelo).
6) Principal’s Report: Alveole – The bees will be read to go in May.  Laurier Mac students will come and help too.  Yearly fee is $1600 for maintenance.
7) Principal’s Report: Chess Club – the kids love it.  Miss Noemia says that the children with difficult behavior take to the Chess Club very well and they excel.  They are focused and concentrate well at Chess Club.
8) Annual Report:  This year there is a colour coded rating scale (Green, Yellow, Red).  For details on results, please refer to the annexed document. Math is in Yellow.  Mrs. Mineiro will work with the teachers and meet with them.  Note - **Cycle 3 Math** this cohort had many behavioural difficulties as well as many special needs students.  There are 17 special needs students in the Cycle 3 cohort.  Miss Noemia mentioned that there were difficulties in mental math and problem solving.  Elizabete asked why math is taught in French in Grate 1 and 2.  Miss Sandra advised that this was a board decision from 15 years ago.  Miss Noemia also explained that the subject or the content of the tests might not always be relevant to the students in a particular cohort.  The percentage stated in the document indicates the percentage of students who pass the End of Year exam.  Point 2.3 **To improve English reading skills** of the annual report is in Yellow as well.  A connection can be drawn from this to the Math results in that reading is required for Critical Thinking and Math Problem Solving skills.  Point 4.1 **To promote a health and safe environment**.  This is based on the “Tell it from Me” survey.  Bullying situations occur at birthday parties, playgrounds, sports, etc…  Manuel Guedes suggests that there be some form of synergy between the three EMSB schools located in RDP.  Other comments concerning annual report:  Multiple choice math questions are problematic for our students.  The Chess Program for Grades 1 – 6 will help students develop strategy building skills.  Manuel and Lisa asked to see more of the strategies included in the annual report document. In order to address the weaknesses in reading comprehension.  To reference these strategies an annexed document will be added.
9) Budget – Mrs. Mineiro explained the budget.  Motion to approve from Joe Biunno, Seconded by David Cox.  All in favour.
10) Carnival:  There will be a Cabane a Sucre.  A pony ride has been added as well as a petting farm, caliche rides and breakfast.  Motion to approve $2500 from Fund 3 by Pietro, seconded by Joe Biunno.
11) Manuel asks why Grade 6 field trip is so late.  Normally the school tries to attach the trip to March break.
12) Teachers’ Report: IB exposition for parents at end of March.  Lisa asked about how mentors are assigned. Example.: What if a mentor doesn’t have experience.  Feb 24th is We Day – this is a fund raiser to help mothers in Kenya start their own small businesses so that their children can afford to go to school.  Kernel’s popcorn will be sold on Valentine’s day to raise funds.
13) IB Report:  Same as teachers’ report.  IB Expo.  IB evaluation will occur on April 10th and 11th.
14) Chairperson’s report: Shakespeare in the park in the borough this year during the summer.  This is part of the cultural program.  Principal Selection criteria – added criteria #6 to Pedagogical Competenicies.
15) Commissioner’s report:  David Cox asked about bussing from RDP to John Paul.  Commissioner Ortona referred to the commissioner in St. Leonard.
16) PPO Report:  There is a good vibe at PPO.  Very stable membership…at least 15 people at every meeting.  Teacher appreciation – Motion to approve Fridge and Pizza for $1000 by Joe Biunno and seconded by David Cox, there was 1 abstention, rest approved.  Teachers were recused from the vote.
17) Varia: Sexuality education course: Mrs. Mineiro met with health and safety consultant.  Mrs. Mineiro explained that the program will be very detailed in that teachers will have exactly what to do and what to say.  Mrs. Mineiro would have to include this material in the units of inquiry.
18) Bullying: Many parents have the same complain in that this year in particular, children are tattling more and telling lies about other children in order to get them in to trouble.
19) Motion to adjourn – Pietro, seconded by Noemia.

