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MICHELANGELO INTERNATEONAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

MINUTES OF SPECIAL GOVERNING BOARD MEETING
January 14, 2016 at 7:00 pm

1. Order of Business

Mr. Ortona asked if it was possible to speak after Mr. Mercuri. Mr. Guedes suggested that we
keep the order as was on the agenda. Mr. Ortona agreed.

2. Principal: Mrs. Mineiro

Following the meeting that took place at the School Board on January 6th, 2016, and at the
request of Mrs. Mancini, Mrs. Mineiro suggested Mr. Guedes to call this meeting so that as a
Governing Board we may discuss the Draft Bill 86.

The meeting that was held on January 6th was recorded and posted to the EMSB website.
Mrs. Mineiro suggested that the Governing Board members that were unable to attend the
meeting on January 6th view the video.

Distributed to all GB members the information packet:

o Letter (from parents to the Minister)
o Slide Deck prepared by Michael Bergman, Attorney
o English School Boards Election Systems Study Panel Report 2015
o Invitation to a Special Meeting
o Extract (French and English) from the minutes of a meeting of the English Montreal

School Board (Decemberl6, 2015)
o Myth Busters - Bill 86 on the reform of Quebec's School Boards
o Letter from Angela Mancini, Chairman
o Sample Resolution

In response to the question:
"Why the January 16th deadline?", Mrs. Mineiro responded:

o Directive given by the School Board.
o Parents have been asking what they can do to send a message to Minister Blais.
o The Central Parent's Committee (CPC) is meeting this month and this meeting allows

for the CPC Representative to take a position based on the input of the parents and
Governing Board members.
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Manuel Guedes (MG) x David Cox (DC1 x
Mr Joe Ortona, Commissioner telephone Ida Maria De Laurentis (Ida) x
Peter Mercuri (PM) x Noemia Bozzo (NB) x
Lisa Christensen (LC) x Angela Zambito (AZ) x
Louise Quattrocchi (LQ) Mirella di Stefano (MdS) x
Joe Biunno (JB) x Nadia Maciocia (NM) x
Claudia Caruso (CC) x Maria Bonadonna (MB) x
Maria Rainelli (MR) x Pina Ferraiuolo (PF) x



3. Chairman: Mr. Guedes

Set the tone for the meeting; in his 7 years on the Governing Board, he has appreciated the
respect and openness of its members and stated that he expected more of the same for this
Special Meeting. Everyone will be given a chance to speak.

We will respect our members should they feel uncomfortable voting on the Bill.

4. Commissioner: Mr. Ortona

Iterated that Minister Blais sells Draft Bill 86 as a Bill designed to give more power to the
parents (more parent-representation) but nothing can be further from the truth.

Draft Bill 86 takes power from the School Board and gives it to himself (i.e. Minister of
Education).

Mr. Bergman, Attorney, specializing in minority rights provided a summary of the Draft Bill at
the EMSB meeting that took place on January 6th.

The EMSB has accepted the findings in the Jennings Report as is.

The EMSB has the highest ratings - 6 of the top 10 schools are from the EMSB.

Draft Bill 86 is meant to fix a problem on the French side - not the English side. It is a clear
erosion of our rights as the English Language Minority.

Should Draft Bill 86 be passed, we will find ourselves in a court battle arguing whether or not
the Bill is constitutional and protects the rights of the English Minority.

Minister Blais sells the Bill as a way to increase the student success rate but what does it do
to strengthen the student's success rate or the vitality of our schools? How does it help our
schools?

If this Bill gets approved, it hits at the heart of the democratic process.

5. RPC (Regional Parent's Committee) Delegate: Mr. Mercuri

Saddened to see the impact of this Draft Bill on the members of the Governing Board;
teachers on one side, parents on the other.

The provincial body we are associated with has not yet taken a stand on this Draft Bill.

Iterated that there are a few good things in the Draft Bill 86 but there are things that need to
be improved:

o Right for parent commissioners to vote at Council
o Includes Parents, Teachers and professionals

Parents are being forced to take a stand in the political arena.

Recommended that the resolution not be signed as is.



Recommended that the resolution but reworded so as to reflect our relationships and the
reality of the Michelangelo Community.

6. Comments and Questions:

Miss Noemia:
o As a Teacher: Expressed discomfort with being approached privately and separately

about the Draft Bill. Had not even heard about the Bill until she was approached by a
member of the GB.

o As a Parent: Fails to see how Bill 86 gives more power to either the parents or the
teachers

Miss di Stefano:
o As a Teacher: Does not understand how Bill 86 gives more power to either the

parents or the teachers and fails to see how the Bill would help the students success
rate.

Mr. Mercuri:
o Provided estimated number of individuals on the voter's list - English and French.

Mr. Ortona:
o Bill 86 also has nothing to do with voter turnout; 13% to 15% in the English

Community and between 3% and 5% in the French Community.

o We must take a firm stand against Bill 86; we cannot be "wishy washy" in terms of
what we like and agree with and what we don't like and disagree with. It is an all or
nothing deal.

Mr. Mercuri:
o Expressed his discontent with Mr. Ortona's choice of words.

Motion by Miss. Noemia to vote on whether we accept or reject the Sample Resolution as is.
o Mr. Mercuri asked that we amend the motion so that we first accept or reject to

reword the Sample Resolution so that it better reflects the Michelangelo Community.
o Mr. Ortona and Mr. Guedes discussed if the amendment to the motion as suggested

by Mr. Mercuri was possibte. It was decided that it would be accepted only if Miss.
Noemia changed her original motion.

o Miss. Noemia remained with her original Motion to accept or reject the Sample
Resolution as is.

o Vote: Do you agree to keep the Sample Resolution as is?
• Yes: 9
• No:4
• Abstain: O

o Note: It was an oversight by the Chair, Mr. Guedes, to ask for someone to second
the motion. It was decided to  st a re-vote.

• Motioned by Miss. Noemia
• Second by Miss. Ferraiuoto

o Vote: Do you agree to keep the Sample Resolution as is?
• Yes: 9



No:4
Abstain: O

Motion by Mr. Biunno to distribute the Letter (from parents to the Minister) via the students
to the parents with a note that:

o Refers parents to the EMSB website for additional details
o Instructs parents to send the signed letter to the School Board directly.

Vote: Do you agree that the Letter (from parents to Minister) be distributed to the
parents via the students and that a link to the EMSB website be included as well as
instructions for the parents to return the signed themselves to the School Board?

Motioned by Mr. Biunno
Second by Miss. Di Stefano

• Yes: 7
• No:6
• Abstain: O

o Mr. Cox recommended that the letter be translated.
o Mrs. Mineiro will forward thr request to the School Board and the letter will also be

posted to the website as soon as Monday January 18th.

Mr. Guedes expressed to Mr. Ortona, Commissioner that the exercise of discussing and
voting on the Draft Bill 86 put an unfair stress on everyone and firmly asks that Mr. Ortona
relay this message to the Council of Commissioners.
Mr. Ortona responds that he understands the undue stress, appreciates our time and will
relay the message.

7. Adjournment:

There being no further business, motion to adjourn at 9:25 pm.

Motions: Mr. Guedes
Seconds: Mr. Biunno
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Next (Regular) GB meeting is on Tuesday January 19th, 2016.
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