MICHELANGELO INTERNATIONAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

MINUTES OF GOVERNING BOARD MEETING

October 13, 2015 at 7:00 pm
	Manuel Guedes  (MG)
	X
	David Cox (DC)
	X

	Mr Joe Ortona, Commissioner
	
	Ida Maria De Laurentis  (Ida)
	X

	Peter Mercuri  (PM)
	X
	Noemia Bozzo (NB)
	X

	Lisa Christensen  (LC)
	X
	Angela Zambito (AZ)
	

	Louise Quattrocchi (LQ)
	X
	Mirella di Stefano (MdS)
	X

	Joe Biunno (JB)
	
	Nadia Maciocia (NM)
	X

	Claudia Caruso (CC)
	X
	Maria Bonadonna (MB)
	X

	Maria Rainelli (MR)
	X
	Pina Ferraiuolo (PF)
	X


1. Approval of Agenda

· Motioned: PM
· Seconds: LC 

· Vote: All in favour

 

2. Approval of Previous Minutes:  
Correction: Page 5: Should read: MG and LQ both volunteered to help the PPO Chair “grab the reigns” and boost the number of volunteers.

Correction: Page 7: Next meeting date should read October 13th and not October 6th 

· Motioned: MR
· Seconds: PM
· Vote: All in favour
3. Question Period: 
LC: How come the children did not sing O’ Canada at the first General Assembly? 
· Response from Mrs. Mineiro: 
· The Music Teacher did not have the time to work with the students prior to the General Assembly; she wanted to lead them well.

· The students will sing the Canadian Anthem at the next General Assembly. 
MR: Are daycare services on Pedagogical days only available to students enrolled in Daycare?
· Response from Mrs. Mineiro: 
· Daycare services on Pedagogical days are available to all students, not only those enrolled in Daycare

· Action: Mrs. Mineiro to write a memo to AZ to ensure that those notices regarding daycare services available on Pedagogical Days are received by all students.

PF: As the snow will be upon us soon, can something be done to ensure that snow removal in front of the school is not done while the students are entering / exiting the school?

· Response from Mr. Guedes:

· Action: PF to call Mr. Guedes during the day at City Council.

· Action: Mrs. Mineiro to apply pressure with the City.
DC: Suggested we offer basic financial / budgeting courses to students in Grades 5 or 6.
· Responses from members of GB were positive. Perhaps a qualified parent would be interested in offering their time /services.

· Action: LQ to review the resources available in the CPA program and report back to GB.
4. Business Arising: 
Grade 3 Success Story:
· We now have a third Grade 3 class

· 2 teachers – 50% English and 50% French

· Students in each Grade 3 class now: 19, 19, 20
Italian Classes: 
Mrs. Mineiro provided an update to the Italian courses that were to be provided by CESDA at the school on Saturday mornings:

· Due to low enrollment, courses are not being offered at Michelangelo; they are being given at other schools.

· Some parents were not happy about the associated fees.

Mrs. Mineiro also clarified the differences between PELO and CESDA, based on the questions and concerns coming from members of GB:

	PELO
	CESDA

	· Free to parents
	· There is a cost to parents

	· A service provided by the Schoolboard
	· Not associated with the Schoolboard

	· Must be approved by GB yearly
	


Mistake on French Banners:
Mrs. Mineiro called the company that produced the French banners and received the following quotes:  

· To correct the banners with a patch: $170.00 (per banner)

· To replace the banners completely: $300.00 (per banner)

Action: Mrs. Mineiro to take down all 3 French banners.

SEBIQ:

SEBIQ informed Mrs. Mineiro that withdrawal from the Association must be done in writing 90 days prior. SEBIQ is willing to agree on a new fee of $3 325.00 (taxes included).

· Response from GB: we want to be part of SEBIQ but it must make financial sense. We are a bilingual school so the fees charged to us should be half of the fees we have been paying.

Action: Mrs. Mineiro to consult with Legal and with SEBIQ. 

5. Principal’s Report
Work to Rule:

October 29th is a confirmed Strike Day. December 1, 2 and 3 are not yet official Strike Days.

· Parents are allowed to participate in the Strike.

· On Strike Days, daycare technicians and admin staff do not work. 

Thanksgiving Celebration:
The students will be having a short 20 to 30 minute Thanksgiving celebration with Miss. Mary.

Library week (week of October 26th):

Mrs. Mineiro confirmed that Valerie Edmund will be coming to the school as was discussed during the last GB meeting. 

· Taxes were not included in the amount mentioned during the October 13th meeting ($1050.00)

· Mrs. Mineiro still looking for a French author to come to the school and give workshops in the New Year.

Halloween: 

The library will be closed to give the PPO members a chance to prepare.

Chocolate Fundraising:

Mrs. Mineiro will be sending a note to parents to return unsold chocolates because other families want to sell.
All students that sell chocolates, as well as those who contributed the $50.00, will receive a token for participating.

Picture Day:

Picture Day is on October 14th. Pictures of siblings and retakes will take place on the same day – still TBD.

Fire Drills:

2 Fire Drills have taken place so far. The Fire Department was involved – they staged a missing child. The Fire Department was pleased with the way Mrs. Mineiro and staff dealt with the situation.

Another fire drill will take place at a date yet TBD. A letter will be sent home to parents so that they are aware and also to let them know they are not to enter the school while the lock down is in progress.

Lock Down: 

A lock down will take place in 2 to 3 weeks (i.e. end of October timeframe). 
Coloured vests for teachers:

Lime green vests to be worn by teachers at recess and lunch recess so that they are easily recognizable by students and parents. 

Beautification Grant:

The Beautification Grant is to be used for something in the school that needs to be renovated. The Staff Kitchen was selected to be renovated and it was approved by the Regional Director.

Mrs. Mineiro asked for quotes from the parents of students. Mr. Micelli gave the best quote.

Music Grants:

There are 2 grants available:

· 1 for new instruments

· 1 for something specific of a greater amount. Mrs. Mineiro is considering the purchase of a speaker system 
Mrs. Mineiro is getting quotes.

There will be a choir but it depends on the work to rule.

Mrs. Mineiro confirmed there will be a music concert at the end of the year.

6. Teachers’ Report:  
Mrs. Ida: New date for the celebration for Mrs. Della Roca is November 5th at 1:30 pm.
GB is invited.

Students are creating a canvas (tree with thumb prints).
7. IB (PYP) Report: 

For Grades 5 & 6, Unit 1 of enquiry is over and Unit 2 is beginning.

For Kindergarten, Unit 1 ends only on November 1st.

8. Chairperson’s Report: 

MG asked that we change the monthly GB meetings from every 2nd Tuesday of the month to every 3rd Tuesday of the month. 
GB members agreed. Upcoming GB meeting dates:

· November 17, 2015 (New date November 24, 2015
· December 15, 2015

· January 19, 2016

· February 16, 2016

· March 15, 2015

· April 19, 2016

· May 17, 2016

MG reiterated that his comment last GB meeting about teacher’s travel was not targeted at our teachers.
9. Commissioner’s Report:  
Our Commissioner, Mr. Joe Ortona, was not present.
10. RPC Report:  
Mr. Guedes signed the motion written by PM, presented and approved at the last GB meeting (see Addendum). The motion is directed to the Minister of Education (Ministre de l’Éducation de l’Enseignement Supérieur et de la Recherche), Mr. François Blais.
Action: LQ to translate the motion and send it to Claudia (DONE
Action: PM to send Claudia the e-mail address of Mr. Francois Blais.

Action: Claudia to scan and e-mail the motion to the office of Mr. Francois Blais. (Claudia mailed the letters.)
This motion has nothing to do with the letter sent to Mrs. Mancini a few weeks back.
The General assembly for the RPC (Regional Parent Committee) and CPC (Central Parent Committee) taking place on Thursday October 15th.  
11. PPO Report:  
Halloween:
PPO is requesting funds for Halloween. Last year GB approved $350.00 for the Halloween event, specifically for treats (chips) and decorations.

GB approved $400.00 for the Halloween event to cover treats and decorations.

· Motions: PM

· Seconds: MdS

· Vote: All in favour

GB approved an additional prize for best costume, per cycle: 4 times $50.00 movie passes from Costco.

· Motions: DC

· Seconds: MR

· Vote: All in favour

Breakfast with Santa:

The Hall is booked (Chateaubriand).

(E-mail from Mrs. Mineiro and Mr. Guedes – October 23rd): 

· $1000.00 deposit
· $15.00 plus tax for children

· $20.00 plus tax for adults 

· A few items needed to be removed from the contract.

Christmas at School:

The suggestion was made to not make it a breakfast event as it is very similar to the event at Chateaubriand (Breakfast with Santa). Instead, watch a Christmas movie and/or have a pyjama day.

Action: Mrs. Mineiro to call Il Colosseo

Last year, GB approved $500.00 for the gifts for the children and decorations. GB approved the same amount this year:
· Motions: LC
· Seconds: Ida

· Vote: 11 in favor. CC abstains.

Scholastic Book Fair:

The Book Fair will occur on November 18th and 19th. Miss Lori Cimo will be coordinating the event.

Action: All GB members to contact Lori if available to volunteer some time.

LC: Made the request that teachers adopt a book so a parent can adopt a book for the class.

12. Varia:  
Open House:
The Open House is currently scheduled for December 1st but falls on a potential Strike Day.

Mrs. Mineiro is now looking at November 25th as new date for the Open House.

Action: LQ to speak to Elizabetta (previous GB member) to ask about the list of daycares we gave pamphlets for the Open House last year.

Issues in the Front Office:

Miss Isabelle is new to the Elementary School environment. Miss Carmie supports Miss Isabelle.

Miss Ann (previous secretary) was hired to help and support Miss Isabelle once a week for a period of time.

Mrs. Mineiro asks that GB members and parents be patient and supportive.

Community Representatives:
MG: 2 representatives from the community are welcome to partake in the monthly GB meetings.  They are unable to vote but they are able to participate and ask questions. 

Someone has asked MG to participate. GB Members – if you know a community member that would be interested in attending, submit their name(s)

Action: LQ to add to agenda for the next PPO meeting.

Michelangelo website and Facebook Page:

The Michelangelo website is being updated monthly. 

Mrs. Mineiro finally has the password for the Facebook page but is hesitant to make updates to the Page and there is no technology committee because of the Work to Rule. 

Mrs. Mineiro has a Twitter Account and almost prefers using the Twitter Account to Facebook.

13. Correspondence:  none
14. Adjournment:

There being no further business, motion to adjourn at 9:30 pm.
· Motions: PM
· Seconds: MdS
· Vote: All in favour. 
Next GB meeting is on November 24th, 2015.
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