Lester B. Pearson High School
11 575 P.M. Favier, Montreal North, QC H1G 6E5
Tel: 514.328.4442

GOVERNING BOARD MINUTES

Date: Monday, October 24, 2016 Time: 7:00 p.m. Place: Library
Attendees:

Angela Antonacci Sindy Malaba*
Benny Berneti Stephania Mambro
Joe Biunno Franco Mazzariello
Catherine Clarabut Rosaliza Pe

Sue Cristiano Lisa Triestino

Casey Gagné Rosanna Verrillo
Sandra Greco Joseph Vitantonio
Alysha Guarino* Eric Ward

Paul Karpontinis Liliana Zarlenga
Natasha Krsteski

Welcome:

Benny Berneti welcomed everyone to the Governing Board meeting.

The agenda was adopted by Sandra Greco and seconded by Casey Gagné. Everyone was in
favour. Everyone present was given a chance to introduce themselves.

Approval of Governing Board Minutes — September 29, 2016:
The September 29" minutes were reviewed and a motion to adopt the minutes was made by
Rosanna Verrillo and seconded by Liliana Zarlenga. They were approved unanimously.

W in
No new business to add.

Principal’s Report:

Remembrance Day Assemblies:

On November 10%, a Remembrance Day ceremony has been organized by Mr. Monachino.
Students will participate by level. The ceremonies will honor the fallen soldiers and will include
presentations by guest speakers. Motion for approval was made by Sandra Greco and seconded
by Liliana Zarlenga. Everyone approved.



Graduation Rings:

A Jostens representative will be present at the school during lunch on November 10, 11 and 14
to place orders for graduation rings from Secondary 5 students. Students will receive order and
payment information ahead of time. Motion for approval was made by Casey Gagné and
seconded by Eric Ward. Everyone approved.

Junior Book Fair:

The English department has organized to hold the annual book fair for the Secondary 1 & 2
students on November 17 & 18. The sale will include English and French books. The students
will visit the fair during their English or French classes on these days. Motion for approval was
made by Paul Karpontinis and seconded by Catherine Clarabut. Everyone approved.

Basketball Program:

Students have shown an interest in having an after school basketball program for boys and girls.
The organization DOD Basketball will run the program from November to April. Each session will
take place on Wednesdays for 1.5 hours with a professional coach. The cost to students is $60 for
the 20 week program since the other half of the cost will be subsidized by the school. Motion for
approval was made by Natasha Krsteski and seconded by Liliana Zarlenga. Everyone approved.

Student Fundraiser Initiative:

One of the Secondary 5 students requested that a fundraiser be held to raise funds for the
Montreal Leukemia Lymphoma Society. With the help of Mr. Monachino, an air hockey
tournament will take place over three or four lunch periods over the course of the year to permit
the willing students to participate. Motion for approval was made by Casey Gagné and seconded
by Eric Ward. Everyone approved.

Boston Trip:

Angela Antonacci presented the details regarding the Secondary 1 & 2 Boston trip. The trip dates
are April 28 - 30. The total cost of the trip is $625 and includes a full itinerary with visits to the New
England Aquarium, Boston Duck Tour, Freedom Trails, Prudential Tower Skywalk, Harvard
University, Quincy Market, Gallow Hills in Salem and attendance at a Boston Red Sox game. The
students will be staying at the Doubletree Boston-Bedford Glen Hilton Hotel and includes breakfast
each morning. Also included in the cost is dinner at the Hard Rock Café and lunch at the Fire and
Ice Improvisational Grill in Back Bay. The quote is for 30 students and 3 teachers will be assigned
as supervisors for this trip. Motion for approval was made by Paul Karpontinis and seconded by
Sandra Greco. Everyone approved.

GOAL MEES Program:

Similar to last year, Lester B. Pearson has once again been selected to participate in the Ministry’s
compulsory Guidance Oriented Approach to Learning (GOAL) pilot project. The purpose is to
examine and experiment ways to include more career awareness and exploration into existing
curriculum content over the course of the 2016-17 school year. The program will be implemented
through the Secondary 5 Contemporary World course with the involvement of Mike Plescia, the
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senior Guidance Counsellor, and Travis Hall, the EMSB Consultant. The project’s objective is for
students to reflect on and become aware of the wide variety of careers available and are linked to
real-world learning experiences that are based on subject matter covered in class (i.e. United Nations,
Environmental Protection, etc.). Students will not be evaluated separately and/or additionally from
their Contemporary World assessments. They will reflect on their learning and the GOAL pilot
project will be evaluated at the end of the program to see if the objectives were met. Motion for
approval was made by Eric Ward and seconded by Casey Gagné. Everyone approved.

Homeless Awareness Project:

This project was initiated by an alumnae now attending Concordia University in Therapeutic
Recreation. The mission of the project is to raise awareness for the need for community
integration through the promotion of accessible recreation for persons living with homelessness
with the rest of the Montreal community. The project will be for Secondary 4 Ethics students
beginning on October 26*. Students will provide items required for the homeless, such as
scarves, hats, gloves or socks. All items collected would be presented in gift baskets on
November 15* to shelters (Old Brewery Mission, Nazareth House and Anne’s House).
Ms. Proce will attend with student representatives. The intention is to have media present and
promote all sponsors. Motion for approval was made by Angela Antonacci and seconded by
Rosanna Verrillo. Everyone approved.

LGBTQ Forum:

Natasha Krsteski presented the details of the LGBTQ Forum that will be held on November 1+
at St. Thomas High School. Five students have already signed up to attend. The day will consist
of a welcome assembly with entertainers and guest speakers, a series of workshops, a spirituality
panel and a Q&A session with Dr. Laurie Betito, psychologist, sex therapist and CJAD radio
host for adults & teen show.

Canadian Medical Hall of Fame Discovery Day at McGill:

Sue Cristiano presented the details of the annual event that will be held at McGill University on
December 7*. A group of 8 students interested in studies in the medical field will attend which
will encourage career exploration in a variety of medical fields. Sixteen schools have registered,
with three of them being in the EMSB (Lester B. Pearson, Lauren Hill and Royal West).

Flamenco Classes:

Students in Ms. Cocco’s Spanish class will attend a two-hour Flamenco class as part of their
curriculum on December 6*. The cost of this cultural experience is $20, which includes travel
by school bus.

Cin-école Movie Outing:

Ms. Romain is organizing a French movie viewing and cast meet & greet for Secondary 4
students on December 1*. The students will leave the school at the start of the day and return
for lunch. Travel will be by school bus.



Lock Down Practice:
Mrs. Triestino informed the group that the lock down practice took place on October 20*. The
drill went extremely well.

Open House & Placement Exams:

Mrs. Triestino informed the group that the Open House was held on October 6* and
approximately 400 families visited the school. Positive feedback was received. Placement
exams were held on October 22" with 100 students registered for the academics exams and
73 students registered for the Sports Etudes exams. Thank you to the students and staff
members for their help in making the Open House and placement exams successful.

Parent-Teacher Interviews:

Mrs. Triestino informed the group that the first parent-teacher interview sessions will take place
on November 23 from 3:00 — 5:30 p.m. and from 6:30 —9:00 p.m. Report cards will be sent home
via students prior to the evening. Parents and guardians are encouraged to attend and discuss
their child’s progress with the teachers. Stephania Mambro requested permission to hold a bake
sale during the event with proceeds going to student activities. Approval was granted and an
email will be sent out to the volunteers.

Breakfast of Excellence:

Mrs. Triestino informed the group that the Term 1 breakfast of excellence for all honour roll
students will be held on November 29t. These students will also receive a certificate for their
hard work.

Commissioner’s Report:

Sylvia Lo Bianco was present and gave information regarding the following:
¢ Pedestrian walkway on Dijon;
o Possibility of including students with the pedestrian walkway project for next year (Henri
Bourassa students helped build the flower boxes this year); and
e Bill 105 (issues relating to the proposed Bill) with more details to follow.

hair R i Delegate R
Benny Berneti reported that all meeting dates noted in the September 29* minutes should be

noted in your calendars. He confirmed that he ran in the elections at the Regional and Central
Parents Committee (CPC) meetings and was elected Vice-Chair, Region East as well as
occupying a position on the Executive Committee. From all of us — congratulations!

Secret reasurer’s Report:

Stephania Mambro informed the group that 76% of parents on the bakers volunteer bank have
responded that they will send in sweet treats for the Halloween-themed Terry Fox bake sale to
be held on October 25*. A thank you will be sent to the volunteers following the sale.
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Student Council:
Alysha Guarino and Sindy Malaba were present and each reported on the following topics:

» Students participated in the ECA Fair on September 30*.

» We Scare Hunger campaign is underway. Approximately 900 non-perishable food items
have been collected. All items collected will be added to those gathered by Gerald McShane
students.

» On October 5%, a concession sale was held with all proceeds going to student life activities.
A Jersey Day was also held on the same day with the total $1,470 collected going to Free the
Children.

> Student Council members helped with another successful Open House on October 6™.
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The Walk to End Hunger took place on October 13* during Period 1 with Gerald McShane.
Thank you to Ms. Lo Bianco for her help with coordinating the event with the City of
Montreal-North.

» On October 19*, Secondary 5 students attended the career exploration fair at the St. Pius
Culinary Institute.

On October 21%, Student Council members assisted with the regional pedagogical day held
at Lester B. Pearson.
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» On October 22", Student Council members assisted with the placement exams.

» On October 27*, students can participate in the Name That Tune competition.

> The first dance will be held on October 28%*.

» Halloween activities will include a door decorating contest, various competitions, costume
dress up (with students bringing in non-perishable food items) and the annual haunted
house.

» On November 9*, Student Council members will attend National We Day in Ottawa.

» On November 17*, Live Different will provide a motivational speaker to help students
understand ways to build empathy towards eachother.



Teachers’ Report:
Eric Ward reported on the following topics:
» Teachers have agreed to organize the Variety Show once again this school year.

> The regional pedagogical day allowed teachers to examine the possibilities of collaborating
on curriculum activities. Was a positive day with teachers across the EMSB.

» Teachers have noted a positive increase in the attendance of tutorial sessions with the
approaching end of term.

» The positive involvement in extracurricular activities has resulted in an interest in basketball,
indoor soccer and other ECA sports.

Casey Gagnéthanked theStudent Council for their help with the visits to the feeder schools.
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Drive 4UR School Fundraiser on October 6*. Ford
remitted $6,000 to the school’s Sports Etudes hockey program.

Natasha Krstesk1 reported on the following:

» Career Fair: Students in attendance were all well behaved. They were able to visit different
kiosks involving CEGEPs, universities and different career-centered programs. Two of our
students were also featured on Breakfast Television with Natasha Krsteski.

» October is validation season, which means that Natasha Krsteski must gather feedback and
progress reports for request of extra funding for students needing extra remedial help.

» Both Natasha Krsteski and Mike Plescia have been working alternate dates at Perspectives
to help out. They now have a new guidance counsellor.

» GSA: There are now eight new members. The group is organizing a community building
event at the end of November. The event will be an annual vernissage to meet and greet
other students and members.

Next Meetings:
The next Governing Board meeting will be held on Monday, November 21 in the school library

at 7:00 p.m.

Adjournment:
Casey Gagné motioned to adjourn the meeting and Eric Ward seconded the motion. Everyone

was in favour.




