Lester B. Pearson High School
11 575 P.M. Favier, Montreal North, QC H1G 6ES
Tel: 514.328.4442

GOVERNING BOARD MINUTES

Date: Monday, April 24, 2017 Time: 7:00 p.m. Place: Library
Attendees:

Angela Antonacci Sindy Malaba*
Benny Berneti Stephania Mambro
Catherine Clarabut Marisa Papillo

Sue Cristiano Rosaliza Pe

Casey Gagné Vahid Shahrzad
Sandra Greco Rosanna Verrillo
Alysha Guarino* Joseph Vitantonio
Paul Karpontinis Liliana Zarlenga
Natasha Krsteski

Welcome:

Benny Berneti welcomed everyone to the Governing Board meeting. It was asked to add STM
Bus Service to the agenda under New Business. The agenda was adopted by Casey Gagné and
seconded by Liliana Zarlenga. Everyone was in favour.

val of Governin inutes ~ 20, 2017;
The March 20" minutes were reviewed and a motion to adopt the minutes was made by Sue
Cristiano and seconded by Marisa Papillo. Sandra Greco and Liliana Zarlenga requested to
abstain from approval of the minutes. The remaining members present approved unanimously.

New Business:

STM Bus Service

Both John Paul I and Laurier Macdonald High School have agreed to change their school hours
in the new school year to enable STM bus service to the schools from RDP and Montreal North.
Following a group discussion, it was agreed that the school administration send a letter to the
STM requesting clarification to this decision and that a second letter be sent to Sylvia Lo Bianco
requesting support for service to school on Wednesday mornings.

Principal’s R

School Fees for 2017-2018

Mr. Vitantonio presented the school fees for the upcoming school year. The motion was
approved by Rosanna Verrillo and seconded by Casey Gagné. Everyone was in favour.



Sports Etudes Fees

Mr. Vitantonio explained that for the past 15 years, the school has received a subsidy in support
of the program from the EMSB, while other Sports Etudes schools charge their students to cover
the costs of the program. The subsidy is not guaranteed and with the budget cuts, it is expected
that this subsidy will be cut as well. In order to ensure that the program prospers, it is suggested
that incoming Secondary 1 students be charged a $100 fee and this fee will increase by $50 per
year to reach $300 in five years from now. The fees cover administrative charges, study hall
supervision costs, transportation costs, health and safety prevention and any other expenses
incurred to the support of the program. This proposed fee was motioned for approval by Angela
Antonacci and seconded by Liliana Zarlenga. Everyone was in favour.

2018 Europe Trip

Paul Karpontinis explained the details of the proposed 2018 Europe trip being organized by
himself Ms. Santoianni, which will be open to Secondary 4 & 5 students. The trip will take place
from March 28-April 8 at the cost of $3,600 and include Switzerland and the French, Italian and
Spanish Riviera. This proposed trip was motioned for approval by Marisa Papillo and seconded
by Angela Antonacci. Everyone was in favour.

Secondary 5 French Final Exam
On April 3%, Governing Board members were emailed to respond approval of the following
request:

The Secondary 5 French comprehension final exam is scheduled to take place on May 16

and the French written final exam is scheduled to take place on June 6 from 9:00 a.m. -

12:30 p.m. The following is a motion for approval to dismiss students once the exam is

over each day.
Everyone responded to the email and approved the motion. An additional motion for approval
was made by Paul Karpontinis and seconded by Sandra Greco. Everyone was in approval.

Financial Literacy Course

A new course will be introduced in the new school year for Secondary 5 students on the topic
of financial literacy. It is a two-period course offered and blocked together with the
Contemporary World course which will be reduced to a two-period course as well. This will be
a compulsory course. A motion for approval was made by Casey Gagné and seconded by
Liliana Zarlenga. Everyone approved.

Snow Day
The Snow Day that was scheduled for May 19 will be removed from the calendar due to the day
the school was closed on March 15. It will be a Day 2.



Secondary 5 Fundraiser

Mr. Vitantonio informed the group that he was approached by a Secondary 5 parent to hold
both Buick & Ford fundraisers to benefit the Secondary 5 students graduating next year.
Following a group discussion, it was stated that school fundraising should benefit students as a
whole or a majority group of students and not a single grade. A motion to reject this proposed
fundraiser was made by Stephania Mambro and seconded by Paul Karpontinis. Everyone was
in favour.

Last Day of Classes/First Week of June

The last day of classes has been changed to June 8%, 2017. The schedule for the week includes
exam days on regular school days (June 6, 7 and 8). Students writing exams on a school day will
have tutorials either following or before their exam so they are in school for the whole day. A
detailed schedule will follow. As in the past, Secondary 5 students will end earlier than the
other grades and treated to a Grad Brunch on their last day. This change was motioned for
approval by Angela Anonacci and seconded by Natasha Krsteski. Everyone was in favour.

LaRonde Day

LaRonde Day will be held on June 2. Busses will leave the school in the morning for the site.
Senior students will have the option of remaining after the departure, with parental permission.
The cost is $35/student and includes a lunch. This event was motioned for approval by Rosanna
Verrillo and seconded by Casey Gagné. Everyone was in favour.

Nature Retreat

Mr. Monachino is organizing a nature retreat which will be held the first week of May, for
Mental Health Week. The activity will provide a mental health growth opportunity by
connecting conservation, fishing, and focusing on the link between nature and your inner self.
This is a one-day event and the cost is $100/student for a maximum of four students. Approval
to hold this retreat was made by Rosanna Verrillo and seconded by Angela Antonacci. Everyone
was in favour.

Ms. Ziga’s Enriched Secondary 4 Science Trip

The class will be visiting a water purification plant on May 9 during Periods 2 & 3. They will be
travelling by public transportation and other classes will not be affected since this is a
two-period class.

Universal Bathroom (Gender Neutral)
Work will begin on the universal bathroom and is expected to be completed before the end of
the school year. A ribbon-cutting ceremony is planned.



New Auditorium

New seating in the Auditorium and aesthetics work will begin in August and should take
3-4 weeks to complete. The new seating will include acrylic seats which are durable and less
likely to be damaged. They are ergonomic and comfortable seats. In addition, the walls and
floors will be painted and the carpet replaced.

Commigsioner’s Report

Sylvia Lo Bianco was not present at the meeting.

Chair Report/Regional Delegate Report:
Benny Berneti reported on the following item:
> Parents’ Conference to be held on April 29* (Full-Day Conference)

Stephama Mambro asked Student Council to propose what they would like to purchase with
the $699 that was collected during the parent-teacher interview session bake sales.

Student Council;
Alysha Guarino and Sindy Malaba were present and each reported on the following topics:

» Seedling sale will be held in May.

» Empathy Day was held on March 29.

» The Black & White dance was held on March 31 with 250 students in attendance.

» A concession sale was held on April 3.

» Easter decorations and activities were held from April 3 -13.

» The Mural Committee is working on a new project with the theme of Battle of the Languages.
» Formal Friday was held on April 21* and $590 was raised for Free the Children.

» Student Council members attended a press conference on April 21* with Rita DeSantis on
how to improve water access in schools.

> The final Coffee House of the school year was held on April 21%.



Teachers’ Report:
Paul Karpontinis reported on the following:
» Social media milestone has been reached: over 400 followers on Instagram.

Rosaliza Pe reported on the following:
» A chess meet is scheduled for May 17.
> Shall We Dance competition is scheduled for May 19.

Sports Etudes Program Report:

Casey Gagné reported on the following:
» On May 3~, Secondary 1 & 2 Sports Etudes students will attend a special presentation on
concussions being presented by McGill University.

Guidance/Professional Report:

Natasha Krsteski reported on the following:

»  Secondary 2 — Ensemble Workshop
A workshop to help students understand different forms of violence in schools.

»  Maison Jean Laporte
A workshop for Secondary 1 students to promote drug and alcohol awareness and the
impact on psychological areas and how to deal with peer pressure.

»  Mental Health Awareness Week — May 1-5
The theme is Connecting with Nature. Many activities are planned for the week to help
cultivate knowledge and acceptance surrounding mental health issues.

» CPC Parents’ Conference
Will be holding an LGBTQ workshop.

Next Meeting:
The final Governing Board meeting will be held on Monday, May 29 in the school library.

Adjournment:
Marisa Papillo motioned to adjourn the meeting and Paul Karpontinis seconded the motion.
Everyone was in favour.




