
 
 

 

Lester B. Pearson High School 
11 575 P.M. Favier, Montreal North, QC  H1G 6E5 

Tel: 514.328.4442 

  
GOVERNING BOARD MINUTES 

Date: Monday, May 9, 2016  Time: 7:00 p.m.   Place: Library 
  
Attendees: 
Geraldine Anania Stephania Mambro 
Benny Berneti Melissa Mastromonaco 
Joe Biunno Franco Mazzariello 
Catherine Clarabut Cristina Mignacca* 
Daina Fonicolo* Carmen Nicolas 
Casey Gagné Marisa Papillo 
Renée Hardy Rosanna Verrillo 
Natasha Krsteski Mauro Zampini 
  
 
Welcome: 
Benny Berneti and Carmen Nicolas welcomed everyone to the Governing Board meeting. 
 
Adoption of the Agenda: 
Renée Hardy motioned to adopt the agenda and Melissa Mastromonaco seconded the motion.  
Everyone was in favour. 
 
Approval of Governing Board Minutes – April 4, 2016: 
The April 4th minutes were reviewed and a motion to adopt the minutes was made by Casey 
Gagné and seconded by Renée Hardy.  The minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
New Business: 
There was no new business to report. 
 
Principal’s Report: 
Mrs. Nicolas congratulated Mr. Zampini on his promotion to principal at Edinburgh 
Elementary.  Mr. Joseph Vitantonio, currently at John F. Kennedy High School, will be the new 
principal at Lester B. Pearson in the new school year.  Both will take on their new roles as of 
July 1st. 
 
Mr. Zampini presented the 2016-2017 school fees, which will remain unchanged from the 
current school fees.  Stephania Mambro motioned to approve the 2016-2017 school fees and 
Marisa Papillo seconded the motion.  Everyone was in favour. 
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Mrs. Nicolas presented the 2016-2017 trips that require approval: 
California Sec. 3 – 5 Min. 18 students required  Approx. $2,500 
Italy  Sec. 3 – 5 10 days    Approx. $3,500 
New York Sec. 5  Annual trip    Approx. $600 

 
Joe Biunno motioned to approve the planning of the proposed trips.  Rosanna Verrillo seconded 
the motion.  Everyone was in favour. 
 
Mrs. Nicolas happily reported that the Lester B. Pearson High School won two gold medals at 
the EMSB Public Speaking Competition.  The winners were Massimo Mancini in Secondary 1 
and Felice Lohmann in Secondary 3. 
 
The newsletter was emailed out on May 3rd, including the June exam schedule and the tutorial 
sessions available. 
 
The Sports Awards Ceremony will be held on May 30th at 3:00 p.m. and will be followed by the 
inauguration of the new Fitness Centre. 
 
Lester B. Pearson High School received a $3,000 Oak Grant from the EMSB Green Plan 
Committee to beautify and upgrade the main school entrance.  The grant was officially 
presented to the school at the April 27th Council of Commissioners’ board meeting.  Students, 
staff and volunteers will come together during the week of May 23rd to complete the project.  
Parent volunteers are welcome. 
 
The Secondary 5 students will be invited to the second annual end-of-year Garden Party Brunch 
on June 2nd hosted by Administration and Student Council to celebrate their last days of high 
school.  Students will be treated to a buffet brunch, followed by special memory–making 
activities for the Class of 2016. 
 
The annual La Ronde field trip will take place on June 3rd to celebrate the end of the school year. 
 
There is a change to the 2016 – 2017 school calendar that was presented at the last Governing 
Board meeting – Spring Break will be March 6 – 10, 2017 and parent-teacher interviews will be 
held on March 2, 2017. 
 
Commissioner’s Report: 
Sylvia Lo Bianco was not present at the meeting. 
 
Chair Report/Regional Delegate Report: 
Benny Berneti reported that there has been an official request made at the Central Parents 
Committee to dismiss Andrew Ross. 
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Secretary/Treasurer’s Report: 
Stephania Mambro reported following the last Governing Board meeting, Top Marks Uniforms 
was informed that they have been awarded the additional year on their existing two-year 
contract.  Benny Berneti added that he had a conversation with Howard Vineberg informing 
him of all the concerns that were expressed by the Board and parents and we will work together 
in the new school year to ensure that the selections are appropriate for the next fitting sessions. 
 
PPO Report: 
Renée Hardy reported that she will invite the PPO members to our end-of-year social at the next 
PPO meeting which will be held on May 19th. 
 
Student Council: 
Daina Fonicolo and Cristina Mignacca were present and each reported on the following topics: 
 
 The process to select the 2016 – 2017 Student Council members has begun. 
 
 Pearson Vibes, the LBPHS variety show will took place on April 22 and showcased talented 

musicians, singers, dancers, models and performers within the school community.  The 
artwork done by the two students who competed in the competition in Bordeaux, France 
was on display in the Plaza during the event.  Refreshments were sold during intermission 
by the Terry Fox Committee. 

 
 Grad Spiritwear is proudly worn by Secondary 5 with their uniform pants as of May 1st. 
 
 The annual Terry Fox walk took place on May 6th.  The official grad “16” photo was taken 

following the walk. 
 
 Student Council has been collecting loose change for the Ecuador disaster relief. 
 
 School Dance:  The May 12 dance was cancelled due to poor ticket sales.   Benny Berneti read 

out a suggestion received by Sandra Greco.  The Student Council replied that they have the 
same concerns and that they will consider the fact that the dance was on a Thursday in their 
future plans. 

 
 A mini Mr. Freeze sale will take place on May 12th to raise funds for Fort McMurray relief 

efforts. 
 

 National Denim Day: Students will be permitted to wear jeans on May 10th in exchange for a 
$2 donation. 

 
 The extracurricular sports teams have been competing and are doing well. 
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 LBP Indoor Seedling Club will be selling their herbs, fruits and vegetable plants on May 20th 
as of 3:00 p.m. 

 
 The final Coffee House will be held on May 20th. 
 
 Nesbitt Workshops: Student Council members unable to attend the La Ronde outing are 

organizing the Grade 6 workshops with the Nesbitt Elementary students.  The activities are 
geared to help the students transition into high school. 

 
 Camp Val: This leadership camp was held between April 27 – 29th.  It is an excellent 

opportunity for the students to bond and enrich their high school experience.  The following 
motion was asked to be considered: 
 
Whereas:  Leadership is an important part of student life in the EMSB. 
 
Whereas:  The EMSB Leadership camp has a lasting positive impact on the lives of 
participants, both in school and in their everyday lives. 
 
Whereas:  The camp helps students to develop skills that can be applied to school as well as 
the work force later on in life. 
 
Student Council requests that Lester B. Pearson High School Governing Board motions to 
ensure the future of the EMSB Leadership Camp for years to come. 
 
Frank Mazzariello approved the motion and Marisa Papillo seconded the motion.  Everyone 
was in favour. 
 

Teachers’ Report: 
Geraldine Anania reported on the following topic: 
 The Italian class went to visit the Pompeii exhibit at the MBAM. 

 
Melissa Mastromonaco reported on the following topics: 
 Everyone had a great time on the New York City trip organized by Mr. DiCesare and Mr. 

Chan. 
 

 Prom tickets will go on sale next week. 
 
Sports Études Program: 
Casey Gagné reported on the following: 
 The Sports Études Program is holding a fundraiser with Buick Canada/Hamel St. Leonard 

on May 18th from 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.  Parents and friends are invited to test drive a Buick 
for $20 and support the students. 
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Guidance Initiatives: 
Natasha Krsteski reported on the following guidance initiatives: 
 On April 26, 27 and May 20, Maison Jean Lapointe gave student workshops to empower 

students on how to deal with potentially harmful situations and prevent serious 
consequences regarding drug and alcohol abuse. 
 

 Mr. Plescia is working with Montréal Rélève and interested Secondary 3 and 4 students on a 
career summer internship program.  A total of 120 applications were received this year and 
the students met last week to plan their schedules.  They will receive 2 credits for completing 
the internship. 
 

 Mental Health Awareness activities were carried out last week. 
 

 GSA will be organizing an activity for the May 17th International Day against Homophobia 
and Transphobia.  This activity includes the developing of a safe space logo. 

 
Varia: 
Nothing new to report. 
 
Next Meeting: 
The final meeting and end of year social will take place on Monday, June 6th at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Library.  Since food will be ordered, please let us know if you will not be present and if you have 
any dietary restrictions. 
 
Adjournment: 
Casey Gagné motioned to adjourn the meeting and Marisa Papillo seconded the motion.  
Everyone was in favour. 
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