
 

Lester B. Pearson High School 
11 575 P.M. Favier, Montreal North, QC  H1G 6E5 

Tel: 514.328.4442 

  
GOVERNING BOARD MINUTES 

Date: Tuesday, January 13, 2015  Time: 7:00 p.m.  Place: Library 
  
Attendees: 
Benny Berneti Paul Karpontinis 
Enzo Evangelisti* Natasha Krsteski 
Carla Dilabio-Schiavone* Frédérick Laberge 
Grace Fanelli Stephania Mambro 
Casey Gagné Melissa Mastromonaco 
Gennifer Girardello Pela Nickoletopoulos 
Sandra Greco Antonio Pandolfo 
Renée Hardy Gaetano Sifoni 
  
 
Welcome: 
Benny Berneti welcomed everyone to the meeting and wished all members a very happy new 
year.  A motion to approve the agenda was made by Sandra Greco and seconded by Renée 
Hardy.  Everyone was in favour. 
 
Approval of Governing Board Minutes – December 11, 2014: 
The December 11th minutes were reviewed and approval of the minutes was adopted by Renée 
Hardy and seconded by Sandra Greco.  Everyone was in favour. 
 
New Business: 
Benny Berneti reported that comments for the survey conducted at the CPC level requesting 
what we would like to see in our schools as parents and educators in order to improve our 
schools should be sent to him by email at benny.berneti@hotmail.com (please note new email 
address) before the next meeting so that the report can be sent off before the beginning of 
March.  Mrs. Nickoletopoulos commented that her requests for the school included increased 
resource time/help and more guidance counsellors. 
 
Principal’s Report: 
Mrs. Nickoletopoulos reported that review sessions are underway in preparation for mid-year 
exams. 
 
Mrs. Nickoletopoulos requested funds for the installation of cameras in the locker room.  The 
approximate cost of the installation is $18,000.  Mrs. Miniaci has agreed to subsidize a portion 
of the expense and will emit a cheque to the school for $6,000.  George Pagakis donated $1,000 
for the hardware. 
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The wiring for the camera installations was completed during the holiday break.  
Mrs. Nickoletopoulos is requesting approval for the use of $5,000 of school account funds. 
 
Paul Karpontinis motioned that the Governing Board approve the use of $5,000 of school 
account funds to pay for cameras in the locker room for the safety of the students.  Casey 
Gagné seconded the motion.  Everyone was in favour. 
 
Commissioner’s Report: 
Sylvia Lo Bianco was not present at the meeting. 
 
Chair Report/Regional Delegate Report: 
Benny Berneti reported on the following topic: 
- On the Regional level, the meeting was cancelled and therefore there is nothing to report at 

this time. 
- On the CPC level, an update will be sent by email regarding issues with possible school 

moves. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Stephania Mambro had nothing to report. 
 
Uniform Supplier Sub-Committee Report: 
Stephania Mambro reported that a response letter was sent to Triangulum following their 
letter to us dated December 8th.  The response letter provides two possible dates for uniform 
sales to current Lester B. Pearson students as well as an opportunity to hold a student sale 
during lunchtime.  Anyone who would like to review all the letters received and responses 
sent out can email Stephania Mambro directly.  The current LBP Governing Board ensures that 
all procedures have been followed according to the required guidelines. 
 
PPO Report: 
Renée Hardy reported that the movie night that was planned for January 9th was cancelled 
following our December 11th meeting.  Teacher Appreciation Week thank you will be planned 
at the next PPO meeting which will be held on January 19th at 7:00 p.m.  Renée Hardy 
requested the possibility to hold another bake sale at the next parent-teacher interview session. 
 
Student Council: 
Enzo Evangelisti and Carla Dilabio-Schiavone were present and reported on the following 
topics: 
 
 Parent-teacher interview sessions will be held on February 26 and Student Council 

members will be present to help. 
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 Teacher Appreciation – A small gift will be prepared for all teachers and staff. 
 
 Vermont Cultural Exchange – For a second year, the cultural exchange will take place on 

February 26 and 27.  Vermont students will come to Montreal for activities within the 
school on February 26 and a visit to the Atrium – Le 1000 (skating) on February 27. 

 
 Coffee House – The next event will be held on January 16th. 
 
 Anti-Bullying Initiative – On February 11th, Student Council will be holding their first 

Empathy Day. 
 
 Raffle tickets are being sold for a chance to win a pair of tickets to the Montreal Canadiens 

game on March 12th.  Proceeds will be used to help upgrade the Games Room. 
 
 Free the Children – Rafiki bracelets are bracelets made by moms in Kenya.  They are being 

sold during lunch at a cost of $10 each to benefit education for the children, food security 
for communities, health, alternative income and clean water for Ecuador project. 

 
 Benny Berneti congratulated Student Council for their excellent work with the Christmas 

décor in the Plaza.  Paul Karpontinis added that it was no small task to put up and take 
down a 15 ft tree and it was a great teamwork effort. 

 
Teachers’ Report: 
Gaetano Sifoni reported on the following topics: 
 Dwight Walton has organized senior basketball games during lunch. 
 
 Mrs. Pe’s chess club is doing well. 
 
 Two additional soccer teams have been registered for the winter/spring season. 
 
 Carnival Day activities will be planned and announced shortly. 
 
Casey Gagné reported on the following topics: 
 A meeting will be held on January 22nd for all parents with students interested in the 

NCAA program (American university). 
 
 Partnership discussions are underway to create a Sports Étude dance program with 

Extravadanza dance school. 
 
 Paul Karpontinis announced that work is almost complete on the new school website, 

following the official launch at the last Governing Board meeting on December 11th. 
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Varia: 
Principal Selection Criteria:  At the end of the meeting, Mrs. Nickoletopoulos was dismissed so 
that the mandatory letter regarding the pricipal selection criteria could be discussed.  A draft 
letter was circulated to the group and the members and teachers present discussed the criteria 
and determined what to include in this year’s letter to be sent to Ms. Paola Miniaci.  A motion 
to accept the corrected version of the letter was made by Paul Karpontinis and seconded by 
Casey Gagné.  Everyone was in favour. 
 
NOTE:  The final letter has been prepared by Stephania Mambro and will be signed and sent 
by Benny Berneti. 
 
Next Meeting: 
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, February 17 at 7:00 p.m. in the Library. 
 
Adjournment: 
Paul Karpontinis motioned to adjourn the meeting and Stephania Mambro seconded the 
motion.  Everyone was in favour. 
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