
 

Lester B. Pearson High School 
11 575 P.M. Favier, Montreal North, QC  H1G 6E5 

Tel: 514.328.4442 

  
GOVERNING BOARD MINUTES 

Date: Thursday, December 11, 2014  Time: 6:30 p.m.  Place: Plaza 
  
Attendees: 
Peter Bellan Natasha Krsteski 
Benny Berneti Stephania Mambro 
Enzo Evangelisti* Melissa Mastromonaco 
Carla Dilabio-Schiavone* Pela Nickoletopoulos 
Grace Fanelli Carmen Nicolas 
Gerry Felice Antonio Pandolfo 
Casey Gagné Gaetano Sifoni 
Gennifer Girardello Gary Sirignano 
Sandra Greco Steve Spetsieris 
Renée Hardy Rosanna Verrillo 
Paul Karpontinis Mauro Zampini 
  
  
 
Welcome: 
Benny Berneti and Mrs. Nickoletopoulos welcomed Ms. Andrea Di Tomaso, Webmaster for 
Schools and Social Media Specialist at the EMSB and all PPO members to the Governing Board 
holiday meeting and dinner celebration. 
 
Benny Berneti asked that the Survey by the CPC be added to the agenda under New Business.  
The agenda was adopted by Rosanna Verrillo and seconded by Sandra Greco.  Everyone was 
in favour. 
 
Approval of Governing Board Minutes – November 12, 2014: 
The November 12th minutes were reviewed and approval of the minutes was adopted by Steve 
Spetsieris and seconded by Paul Karpontinis.  Everyone was in favour, except for the 
following members who abstained since they were not present at the last meeting: Gerry 
Felice, Casey Gagné, Antonio Pandolfo and Gary Sirignano. 
 
New Business: 
Benny Berneti reported that there will be a survey conducted at the CPC level requesting what 
we would like to see in our schools as parents and educators in order to improve our schools.  
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A quick discussion brought up points such as HR increases (guidance counsellors, 
resource/tutorial teachers, free service tutoring, ex: Math Help Centre), objects such as desks, 
chairs.  Please email your suggestions to Benny Berneti at bennyberneti@gmail.com. 
 
Principal’s Report: 
Launch of New Website: 
Mrs. Nickoletopoulos thanked everyone present and wished everyone happy holidays.  She 
then welcomed Ms. Di Tomaso and Paul Karpontinis to present the new website to the group. 
 
Note:  On behalf of the Governing Board members, thank you to Ms. Di Tomaso and Paul Karpontinis 
for their collaborative efforts in creating a newly-modern school website that will ensure that all 
pertinent information regarding the school and its programs offered will be easily accessible to anyone 
searching for information. 
 
Commissioner’s Report: 
Sylvia Lo Bianco was not present at the meeting. 
 
Chair Report/Regional Delegate Report: 
Benny Berneti reported on the following topic: 
- School fees are not the same at all levels within the EMSB schools and a comparison 

between schools will be made in order to evaluate the reasons for these discrepancies.  
Comments were received amongst the group.  An example was shared by Mr. Zampini 
regarding a Secondary 4 Social Studies workbook whereby the school is charging parents 
$18 for the workbook as part of the school fees, but the school is actually paying $22.95 for 
the workbook.  At LBP, there are a few instances whereby parents are underpaying for 
books used by students and many levels.  Please email your comments to Benny Berneti at 
bennyberneti@gmail.com. 

 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Stephania Mambro had nothing to report. 
 
Uniform Supplier Sub-Committee Report: 
Stephania Mambro reported that as discussed at the November 12th meeting, a response was 
sent to Triangulum on November 14th.  Stephania Mambro and Benny Berneti ensured that 
Triangulum had everything they required to have a uniform sale on November 20th, during the 
parent-teacher interview sessions.  Following the sale, Triangulum sent an additional letter 
requesting that we allow them to continue acting as an LBP uniform supplier until 2017, that 
we must address their $49,000 inventory issue and that the bidding process was not carried 
out appropriately.  Stephania Mambro mentioned to the group that all steps were carried out 
according to the EMSB School Uniform Contract guidelines and that all five suppliers 
produced the same required specs before the Governing Board voted on the new uniform 
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supplier.  The decision to have a second color polo was only decided upon at the last 
Governing Board meeting held on November 12th, which is officially five months following the 
letters sent to the bidders with the decision of our new supplier being made.  Stephania 
Mambro and Benny Berneti will remain in contact with Mrs. Nickoletopoulous to ensure that 
we continue to obtain legal advice before proceeding.  LBP Governing Board ensures that all 
procedures have been followed according to the required guidelines. 
 
PPO Report: 
Renée Hardy thanked the Governing Board on behalf of all PPO members for the extended 
invitation to the holiday dinner celebration. 
 
Renée Hardy reported that the bake sale held during parent-teacher interview sessions raised 
a total of $327.  Thank you to everyone who baked and sent in baked goods. 
 
Stephania Mambro reported that PPO would like to organize a free movie night on 
Friday, January 9, 2015 in the auditorium.  A first poster requesting students to vote for their 
favourite movie (Grease, The Maze Runner or TMNT) was posted by Paul Karpontinis on 
Facebook and a polling page was created for the screens in the Plaza.  Most of the Facebook 
responses were from parents, bringing up the point as to whether students would actually 
attend the event. 
 
Following the meeting: 
Following the meeting, a quick discussion was held between the PPO members present and it 
was decided to cancel the event.  Everyone agreed to work alongside Student Council to help 
with their fundraising efforts. 
 
Student Council: 
Enzo Evangelisti and Carla Dilabio-Schiavone were present and reported on the following 
topics: 
 
 Movember Foundation - $125 was raised. 

 
 Dead Poets Society – new edition of the newspaper was printed. 

 
 Coffee House – Auditions were held on November 14th. 

 
 We are Silent – The November 27th activity raised a total of $305. 

 
 Term 2 started and Student Council helped with selling snacks, baked goods, fundraising 

items during the parent-teacher interview sessions.  Thank you to the PPO for the bake 
sale. 
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 Lester B. Pearson spiritwear – t-shirts, hoodies and tuques – were sold.  A total of 

150 pieces were sold. 
 

 On November 21st, Ped Day, Student Council members went to the movies to watch the 
new Hunger Games movie. 
 

 Student Council helped with the Christmas décor in the Plaza. 
 

 On Saturday, December 6th, Student Council helped with the Staff Family Christmas Day 
and Winter Carnival whereby staff and family enjoyed a continental breakfast and many 
activities. 
 

 Walking Dead Club – will be organizing and filming a movie. 
 

 EMSB Leadership Camp will be held on April 22 – 25.  Five students and three animators 
will be attending. 
 

 On December 8th, students participated in a motivational speaker seminar entitled Live 
Different.  Thank you to the PPO for the funds required to make this possible for all the 
students. 
 

 Christmas Food Drive – 1,298 items were collected + Secondary 5 items + 240 items donated 
by Bonanza Lalumière.  Thank you everyone! 
 

 On December 8th, Student Council and administration handed out hot chocolate and candy 
canes at the police station in an effort to collect food items for the food drive.  CTV News 
was present. 
 

 On December 6th, the LBP Cheerleaders participated in the Cheerleading Competition. 
 

 The EMSB Encore Art Showcase will be held on April 24th and 25th. 
 

 On December 12th the Winter Night dance will be held for students. 
 

 Christmas-themed activities are planned for the week of December 12 – 19. 
 

 A student draw was planned for those who participated in the new website launch.  
Winners for Guzzo movie passes were picked from the fishbowl.  Congratulations to Justin 
Terassi and Tiana Pomponi. 
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 Happy holidays and happy new year from all Student Council. 
 

Teachers’ Report: 
Steve Spetsieris reported on the following topics: 
 Movember Foundation – 8 teachers participated and the surpassed their fundraising goal 

of $1,000.  A total of $1,100 was raised. 
 
 Intramural Sports:  The second round of soccer games has begun.  Hockey games between 

students and teachers are also being played.  Mrs. Pe’s chess tournament was also held.  
There are many students cheering in the bleachers.  Great school spirit! 

 
 GMAA teams for track & field and swimming have begun. 

 
 A ski trip is being planned. 

 
 Family Day: a total of 35 staff members, kids and spouses attended.  Thank you to 

Mrs. Nicolas and Mrs. Paci for their organization.  Thank you to Student Council and 
Paul Karpontinis for the activities. 

 
Varia: 
 
Peter Bellan, Community Rep, reported on the following topic: 
 Secondary 5 students are preparing for CEGEP and many waiver between choosing a 

college like Dawson which is in the centre of downtown versus Vanier or Champlain. 
 
Natasha Krsteski reported on the following topic: 
 The Guidance Department will be offering “Strategic Learner” sessions to Secondary 1 

students to help with the transition from elementary school to high school. 
 

 In January, senior students will be visited in their classrooms to discuss science college 
choices and Science and History review sessions will be offered to prepare for the exams as 
well. 
 

 The Secondary 3 students will participate in Green Awareness Week the week of 
January 10. 
 

 The Secondary 5 female students interested in sciences will be able to participate in a 
conference at McGill for Female Engineering Students. 

 
Next Meeting: 
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, January 13 at 7:00 p.m. in the Library. 
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Adjournment: 
Paul Karpontinis motioned to adjourn the meeting and Casey Gagné seconded the motion.  
Everyone was in favour. 
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