
 

Lester B. Pearson High School 
11 575 P.M. Favier, Montreal North, QC  H1G 6E5 

Tel: 514.328.4442 

  
GOVERNING BOARD MINUTES 

Date: Thursday, April 16, 2015  Time: 7:00 p.m.  Place: Library 
  
Attendees: 
Peter Bellan Natasha Krsteski 
Benny Berneti Sylvia LoBianco 
Gabriel Chan Stephania Mambro 
Enzo Evangelisti* Pela Nickoletopoulos 
Carla Dilabio-Schiavone* Carmen Nicolas 
Gerry Felice Antonio Pandolfo 
Casey Gagné Tania Romito 
Gennifer Girardello Gary Sirignano 
Sandra Greco Steve Spetsieris 
Renée Hardy Sara Trnkus 
Paul Karpontinis Rosanna Verrillo 
  
 
Welcome: 
Benny Berneti welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Peter Bellan requested that CEGEP be 
added as a topic under Varia.  A motion to approve the agenda was made by Steve Spetsieris 
and seconded by Sandra Greco.  Everyone was in favour. 
 
Approval of Governing Board Minutes – February 17, 2015: 
The February 17th minutes were reviewed and approval of the minutes was adopted by Renée 
Hardy and seconded by Antonio Pandolfo.  Everyone was in favour. 
 
New Business: 
No new business to report. 
 
Principal’s Report: 
Mrs. Nickoletopoulos reported that over 30% of students in every level except Secondary 4 
were on the honour roll in Term 2.  In Secondary 4, 25% of students were on the honour roll. 
 
The 2015-2016 school calendar was to be reviewed; however, it has not yet been approved by 
the School Board.  It will be tabled for our next Governing Board meeting.  
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Mrs. Nickoletopoulos requested a motion that $5,000 of funds be used to purchase remaining 
inventory from Triangulum Uniforms, as stipulated in Section CG-5.3 (Termination of Contract) 
of the EMSB School Uniform Contract.  Benny Berneti confirmed that he went to Triangulum 
Uniforms to ensure that the inventory is indeed accounted for and attests that remaining 
inventory totals approximately $39,000. 
 
In order to assist in the reduction of inventory prior to the end of the contract on 
March 31st, 2015, Triangulum Uniforms had three sale dates to current students: February 26th, 
March 30th and March 31st.  Benny Berneti will work with Mrs. Nickoletopoulos to itemize the 
uniform pieces that we will purchase from Triangulum Uniforms.  Steve Spetsieris motioned 
for the $5,000 funds required for this purchase as requested above and Natasha Krsteski 
seconded the motion.  Everyone was in favour. 
 
Mrs. Nicolas discussed the Safe School Action Plan for the Year 2015-2016 report (Bill 56) that 
will be presented to the School Board for review and approval.  A motion for approval was 
made by Renée Hardy and seconded by Paul Karpontinis.  Mrs. Nickoletopoulos and Benny 
Berneti signed the approved report.  The report is attached in pdf format to the minutes email. 
 
Commissioner’s Report: 
Sylvia Lo Bianco reported on the following topics: 
- Community Art Project:  There was a wonderful participation between all those involved. 
 
- Election:  Following the election, budget parameters were set and a stream of revenue was 

made available in order to ensure that there were no other school closures.  This was due to 
the possibility of increases school fees for international student in adult education 
programs.  There would be a possible $2-3 million of funds cut within the budget; however, 
they have not been informed yet as to where the funds will be cut in order to prepare the 
budget for June 30th.  On May 12th, a special budget meeting will be held at the Board. 

 
- Success Rate:  88% of students within the EMSB schools are successful at obtaining their 

high school diplomas.  This rate was set as a goal for 2020 and it is wonderful that the goal 
was achieved ahead of time; also made possible by certain initiatives, such as the Balance 
Literacy Initiative.  This initiative was set to ensure that a minimum of 87% of students were 
successful at obtaining reading and comprehension levels at their required levels. 

 
- Volunteer Night:  The annual EMSB Volunteer Dinner was held on Tuesday, April 14th.  

Thank you to all the dedicated volunteers for all their contributions. 
 
- Minister Announcement to Abolish EMSB Elections:  Anglophones are protected in the 

Canadian Constitution as an English minority in the province of Québec.  The Minister 
wants to name the Board of Directors, which doesn’t necessarily mean that the directors 
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named will be from the English community.  It is important to ensure the right to run our 
own institutions.  The school board elections can be time consuming, but they are worth 
the battle. 

 
- Initiatives – ACCESS:  Place for students with special needs over age 21 since there is 

nowhere for them to go at the moment.  This initiative will not have funding. 
 
Chair Report/Regional Delegate Report: 
Benny Berneti reported on the following topics: 
- CPC Parent Opinion Survey:  The final project was submitted and has been approved.  All 

parents will receive a copy to fill in and return for the results to be compiled and studied. 
 
Benny Berneti thanked the EMSB for the wonderful volunteer dinner at Plaza Volare. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Stephania Mambro had nothing to report. 
 
Uniform Supplier Sub-Committee Report: 
Stephania Mambro reported that a meeting was held with Triangulum Uniforms on 
March 23rd, at their request.  At this meeting, clarifications were made as to the termination of 
their contract on March 31st and agreed to have sales on March 30-31 for current Lester B. 
Pearson students to aid in the reduction of remaining inventory.  It was pointed out that 
Triangulum Uniforms was only permitted to sell to current students and not to any future 
students or students beginning Secondary 1 in September 2015.  Any questions or comments 
received by Mrs. Nickoletopoulos were addressed. 
 
PPO Report: 
Renée Hardy reported that the Teacher & Staff Appreciation Coffee Break took place on 
February 26th and that a bake sale also was held on the same date at the parent-teacher 
interview sessions.  A total of $218.50 was raised.  This amount will be combined with the $327 
raised at the first parent-teacher interview session bake sale and the combined funds will go 
towards items required for the Games Room, as requested by Student Council.  Renée Hardy 
will present this request at the next PPO meeting on Monday, April 20th.  Thank you to all 
parents who baked for the sales and the coffee break. 
 
Student Council: 
Carla Dilabio-Schiavone was present and reported on the following topics: 
 The final school dance was held on March 20th and DJ Remix animated a great dance party. 
 
 Student Council members attended the WE Day concert on March 24th. 
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 Grad hoodies will be received by the end of April. 
 St. Patrick’s Day and Easter décor, games and sales were held and all were successful. 
 
 Tape-a-Teacher fundraiser was held and $100 was raised for Free the Children.  Thank you to 

Mr. Chan and Mr. Ward for agreeing to participate on this fundraiser. 
 
 Tickets for the Encore variety show will be sold on April 24 – 25 for $10. 
 
Enzo Evangelisti was present and reported on the following topics: 
 
 Positions for next year’s Student Council are open and candidates are being recruited. 
 
 EMSB Leadership Camp begins next week. 
 
 Youth Forum will be held on April 23rd at Cineplex. 
 
 Battery recycling drive will be held from April 20 – May 1. 
 
 Student Council Summit:  Will be held from April 27 – 30 to receive ideas and suggestions 

for next year’s student council committee. 
 
Teachers’ Report: 
Steve Spetsieris reported on the following topics: 
 
 GMAA season is wrapping up – soccer is finished and two Division 3 teams made the 

finals. 
 
 Track & Field has begun training and they are preparing for the Halo Race. 
 
 An Awards Assembly will be held once again this year. 
 
 GMAA MVP Banquet will be held on June 1st. 
 
 Flag football team between teachers and students has been organized. 
 
 A new air hockey table and TV have been obtained for the Games Room. 
 
 Student trips to Europe, Washington and Boston have been successful.  The final trip to 

New York is scheduled for the end of April. 
 
 EMSB Impact Night is scheduled for May 6th. 
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 Steve Spetsieris and Gaetano Sifoni will participate in the Ride to Conquer Cancer. 
 Annual walk will be held on May 1st for the Terry Fox Foundation. 
 
 Seven female students will participate in the annual conference for Future Women in 

Engineering. 
 
 LaRonde Day will be held on June 5th. 
 
Casey Gagné reported on the following topic: 
 Two hockey teams won in GMAA. 
 
Gennifer Girardello reported on the following topic: 
 Since February, all levels have been practicing within their English course and participated 

in a school public speaking competition.  Finalists will participate at the EMSB Public 
Speaking Competition at Rosemont High School on April 17th. 

 
Mrs. Nicolas reported on the following topic: 
 A comedy gala fundraiser will be held for the cheerleaders on April 17th. 
 
 Secondary 4 students will be participating in various workshops. 
 
Varia: 
Community Rep:  Peter Bellan reported on the challenges of being in CEGEP (since his daughter 
has graduated and is attending Vanier College).  Peter reported that essay writing is important 
as is ensuring that students keep to their work and study schedules with a certain discipline to 
ensure deadlines are all met.  Peter also congratulated Lester B. Pearson teachers for the level 
of French that is being taught at the school. 
 
Former graduate, Vincenzo Adipietro, was present and spoke of his transition from high 
school to CEGEP.  He now attends Mariannopolis.  He attests that school can indeed be 
demanding but that as a student, it is your choice to be there and the effort is well worth it. 
 
Next Meeting: 
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, May 19 at 7:00 p.m. in the Library.  The June 
meeting is planned for Tuesday, June 9th; however, the date will be confirmed once the date is 
announced for the budget parameters meeting.  The PPO members will be invited to this final meeting 
and social gathering. 
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Special Mention: 
Mrs. Nickoletopoulos made a special announcement to congratulate Benny Berneti on 
receiving an award from Massimo Pacetti during National Volunteer Week for his exemplary 
contributions as a volunteer at Lester B. Pearson.  A toast was made and all congratulated 
Benny on his efforts. 
 
Adjournment: 
Renée Hardy motioned to adjourn the meeting and Casey Gagné seconded the motion.  
Everyone was in favour. 
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