
 

Lester B. Pearson High School 
11 575 P.M. Favier, Montreal North, QC  H1G 6E5 

Tel: 514.328.4442 

  
GOVERNING BOARD MINUTES 

Date: Tuesday, February 17, 2015  Time: 7:00 p.m.  Place: Library 
  
Attendees: 
Clorinda Antonacci Paul Karpontinis 
Benny Berneti Natasha Krsteski 
Enzo Evangelisti* Stephania Mambro 
Grace Fanelli Melissa Mastromonaco 
Gerry Felice Pela Nickoletopoulos 
Casey Gagné Antonio Pandolfo 
Gennifer Girardello Gaetano Sifoni 
Sandra Greco Steve Spetsieris 
Renée Hardy Rosanna Verrillo 
  
 
Welcome: 
Benny Berneti welcomed everyone to the meeting.  A motion to approve the agenda was made 
by Renée Hardy and seconded by Casey Gagné.  Everyone was in favour. 
 
Approval of Governing Board Minutes – January 13, 2015: 
The January 13th minutes were reviewed and approval of the minutes was adopted by Antonio 
Pandolfo and seconded by Casey Gagné.  Everyone was in favour.  Gerry Felice and Rosanna 
Verrillo abstained since they were not present at the January 13th meeting. 
 
New Business: 
No new business to report. 
 
Principal’s Report: 
Mrs. Nickoletopoulos reported that course selections are now in process.  Dance has been 
added to the options list and in turn, the name of the annual “Variety Show” has been changed 
to “Encore Show” so that the dance students can participate.  For the Secondary 5 students, 
Introduction to Psychology has been added to the selections. 
 
Parent interviews will take place on February 26th. 
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Graduation ceremony will take place on June 23rd, 2015 at Collège Edouard Montpetit.  A 
comment was received by a parent asking why the change of date for the ceremony from 
October to June: the ceremony will allow all Secondary 5 students to receive a “leaving 
certificate” from LBP and celebrate the completion of their high school years with their 
graduating classmates.  They will only receive their Ministry of Education graduation 
certificate once they have successfully completed the required credits for graduation.  
Mrs. Nickoletopoulos believes that this will encourage students to do their best during their 
final exams and look forward to walking the stage with their classmates. 
 
Following a study of the current high failure rate in the regular Secondary 4 math program, 
units will be reviewed by the Ministry of Education and changes will be made. 
 
A transgender strategy discussion is in the works to discuss possible issues and to encourage 
an open environment within our school community. 
 
Ms. Antonacci discussed the MESA report that was sent to the Governing Board members by 
email for review and approval.  On January 30th, the MESA report was motioned for approval 
by Paul Karpontinis and 15 out of the 18 voting members voted in accordance of the motion 
and approval of the report.  Benny Berneti signed the approved report. 
 
Commissioner’s Report: 
Sylvia Lo Bianco was not present at the meeting. 
 
Chair Report/Regional Delegate Report: 
Benny Berneti reported on the following topics: 
- Proposed 2016-2017 school calendar 

o After review, Easter Monday was missing: April 17 
o Spring Break week: March 6 – 10 instead of the proposed February 27 – March 3 
 

- Budget Building Process: 
o Budget priorities as per Region 1 list should be modified for LBP as follows: 

1. Staffing:  Maintain the number of resource teachers, Child Care Workers (CCW) 
and increase the professionals (i.e. Psychologist and Guidance Counselors) for all 
students. (currently #4) 

 
2. Technology:  Improve infrastructure, equipment and professional development in 

order to enhance student learning and success including an increase in the 
number of technicians to maintain the technology systems. (currently #3) 

 
3. Maintain the budget for literacy and increase the budget for numeracy and for 

technological literacy in all cycles. (currently #1) 
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4. Maintain spending for educational materials and educational programs (i.e. texts, 
software, subsricptions). (currently #5) 

 
5. Environment, Health and Safety (i.e. building improvements, security, 

maintenance). (currently #2) 
 
A motion was made to bring forth these suggested changes for LBP by Melissa Mastromonaco 
and seconded by Gaetano Sifoni.  Everyone was in favour. 
 
Benny Berneti congratulated all those involved with the Lifeboat performance held at the 
school on February 13th. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Stephania Mambro had nothing to report.  Stephania Mambro congratulated all those who 
performed in the January 16th Coffee House and mentioned that the production was awesome. 
 
Uniform Supplier Sub-Committee Report: 
Stephania Mambro reported that after a follow up email, the only response received from 
Triangulum was that they have agreed to hold a uniform sale to current Lester B. Pearson 
students on February 26th during the parent-teacher interview sessions.  The Triangulum 
contract ends on March 31st, 2015. 
 
PPO Report: 
Renée Hardy reported that Teacher & Staff Appreciation event will take place on February 26th 
and that a bake sale will also be held on the same date at the parent-teacher interview sessions.  
The next PPO meeting will be held on February 23rd at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Student Council: 
Enzo Evangelisti was present and reported on the following topics: 
 
 Graduating students are looking forward to the grad student hoodies and t-shirts. 
 
 January 16th Coffee House was a success.  A third Coffee House is in the works. 
 
 Empathy Day: On February 11th, Student Council wrote out hundreds of compliments on 

Post-Its and stuck them on the lockers so that students would receive them the following 
morning.  On February 12th, Empathy Day workshops were given by Student Council 
members to show the impact of bullying. 

 
 Valentine’s activities were held during the week leading up to Valentine’s Day. 
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 Lifeboat Performance:  The February 13th concert was a great success.  Attendees included 
teachers, alumni, parents and family members.  Great job and thank you to David Hodges. 

 
 Huggies Foundation: Fundraiser will be held and funds will be remitted to the Montreal 

Children’s Hospital Foundation. 
 
 We Stand Together:  Free the Children campaign is underway. 
 
 Pink Shirt Day:  On February 25th students will be encouraged to “take a stand against 

bullying” by wearing a pink shirt.  Shirts will be sold for $10 and wristbands for $1 on 
February 17 – 19 during lunchtime. 
 
Everyone has been bullied at one point in their lives and bullying takes on so many forms, 
Student Council encourages everyone to wear pink and show everyone that you are willing 
to take action for what is right. 

 
 

 Parent-teacher interview sessions will be held on February 26 and Student Council 
members will be present to help. 

 
 Vermont Cultural Exchange – On February 26 and 27, Vermont students will come to 

Montreal for activities within the school and at iSaute on February 26 and a visit to the 
Atrium – Le 1000 (skating) on February 27. 

 
 There will be a school dance on March 20th. 
 
 Request for funds to PPO:  Student Council has requested that funds collected during the 

previous and the upcoming PPO bake sale fundraisers be used to purchase more durable 
games for the Game Room.  Renée Hardy will bring the request to the upcoming PPO 
meeting for the members to vote on. 
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Teachers’ Report: 
Steve Spetsieris reported on the following topics: 
 
 Resource room is open to students needing extra help in their studies. 
 
 Black history assembly was held. 
 
 School Perseverance campaign is underway and ribbons were given out at the Lifeboat 

performance on February 13th. 
 
 Robotics team went to the quarter-finals at Vanier College with Mr. Lau and Mr. Boustany. 
 
 Science Fair will be held next week. 
 
 Carnival Day activities will take place on February 20th (tubing, skiing, skating, go-carting, 

and laser tag). 
 
 Spin fundraiser was held and $300 was raised to help with the upcoming Ride to Conquer 

Cancer which a few teachers will participate in, including Governing Board members, 
Steve Spetsieris and Gaetano Sifoni. 

 
 Zumbathon was held on February 6th with over 200 participants.  Funds were raised for the 

Terry Fox Foundation. 
 
 Lifeboat Performance: Congratulations to all the students who performed and to thank you 

to all those who helped out and attended in support. 
 
 Trips: Washington/Philadelphia, Boston, New York and Europe trip final deposits are 

being collected and students are excited for their upcoming departures. 
 
 Cheerleading Squad: First competition was held on February 14th.  Great job! 
 
 GMAA update: 

o Track & Field – Indoor training is beginning soon. 
o Soccer – 4 out of 5 LBP teams have gone to the playoffs. 
o Basketball – lost in the playoffs, but great job! 
o Hockey – PeeWee and Bantam teams are in the playoffs and made it to the semi-

finals. 
o Swimming – numerous students qualified for the finals and Casey Gagné reported 

that news was received that many students won medals! 
o Touch Football – Midget & Juvenile boys teams will be organized. 
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Casey Gagné reported on the following topic: 
 A Junior AAA hockey team will compete with our Sports Étude team on February 25th. 
 
 Paul Karpontinis announced that the daughter of a Holocaust survivor will be meeting 

with the Secondary 5 students on February 19th to talk about her mother’s experience. 
 
Varia: 
EMSB Volunteer Dinner:  Take note that this year’s dinner will take place on April 14th at Plaza 
Volare.  All volunteers who have actively volunteered for 5 years or more are invited to the 
dinner. 
 
Next Meeting: 
The next meeting will take place on Thursday, April 16 at 7:00 p.m. in the Library. 
 
Adjournment: 
Gerry Felice motioned to adjourn the meeting and Paul Karpontinis seconded the motion.  
Everyone was in favour. 
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