@johncabotoacademy

February 4, 2020

JCA EXPLORER
TRUTH FIRST, LOVE ALWAYS

Principal’s Message
As we welcome the month of February and have hopes of an early spring, it is
exciting to see such an action packed month ahead for our John Caboto Academy
students. We have plenty of great things going on this month inside and outside of
the classroom. I would like to remind everyone to ensure that your children are
coming to school dressed warmly and have everything they need to enjoy their
outdoor recess and lunch as the winter comes to an end. We have had some
organizational issues this year with last minute changes for students who are

Feb 5
Book Fair

switching on a given day from being on a bus to being a walker or daycare and
vice versa. Respectfully, I would ask that if there is a
change needed, when possible please contact the
office by 1pm so that we can assure everything is in
order for an efficient and safe dismissal. Please take a
moment to read through our newsletter as it will give
you a snapshot of what lies ahead for our students. As
registration week is upon us, we are happy to have

Feb 10-14
Staff
Appreciation

had the opportunity to give a number of school tours
and to showcase our wonderful school to perspective
parents.

Welcome back Jackson!

We are already in the planning phase for

next school year and are eager to work together for
the great things that lie ahead at John Caboto.

Report Cards and Parent Teacher Interviews
As term 2 comes to an end shortly, on February 14th, it is important to note that we are
continuing with the online report card system. Report cards will be available online
through the Mozaik Portail Parents website as of Tuesday, February 25th. Our second
Parent Teacher interview session is scheduled to take place on Thursday February 27th
from 3PM to 6PM. This second session is by appointment only and by teacher request.
Please look for a message in your child’s agenda later this month requesting a meeting.
There will be a label in the agenda with a link to the signup scheduling page. If you are
not requested for a meeting but have concerns or questions, please do not hesitate to
contact the teacher by email or phone in order to have a phone conversation or to schedule
a meeting at another time.
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Feb 13
100th Day of
School

Feb 14
Valentine’s Day
Students can
wear
RED/WHITE

Black History Month

Feb 17-21
Hooked on
Schools Week

Feb 24-28
Activity Week

Feb 27
Parent Teacher
Interviews

As February is a special month dedicated to commemorating
Black History, we have recently added a very special resource to
the classrooms. Local Montrealer Akilah Newton & Tami Gabay
have created a Canadian content activity book for kids aligned
with Black History, titled Big Dreamers. The book has been
added to both English and French classes and teachers will be
using this resource to do activities with the students throughout
the month. In addition, our spiritual community animator,
Samantha Smith will be visiting classes for a special
presentation entitled: Olympic Journey which teaches about the
milestones and challenges experienced by Black athletes in the
Olympics.

Youth Fusion
Our Cycle 2 students along with Ms. De Leeuw have started a special project with Youth
Fusion. Youth Fusion is an organization that focuses on student perseverance through a
variety of enriching educational activities. The organization pairs teachers with university
students in a specific field and people who are working in the industry. John Caboto is
taking part in the program for Science and Engineering entitled, Junior Robotics. Students
are visited on a weekly basis by the University student who help to provide students with the
opportunity to explore the science and technology world by conducting research as well as
by designing and programming a dynamic model with legos. Our students are learning to
collaborate to find information, understand simple machines and learn about the logic
behind programming through using Lego’s WeDo 2.0 technology.

Leadership Students attend WE Day

On Monday February 3rd, our 12 Grade 6 Leadership students were accompanied by
Ms. Diana and Ms. Christine to Montreal’s WE Day. Over two thousand students from Montreal attended this event at
Théâtre St-Denis to hear from world renowned speakers and performers. This motivational day is geared towards
empowering young minds and fostering a spirit of change. Our students have been involved with the WE organization
this year through raising funds and collecting donations to support various charities.
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100th Day of School
February 13th marks the 100th day of school at John Caboto Academy. Schools generally
highlight this event and at John Caboto we will mark this day with a variety of in class
activities. Our leadership students will be going into individual classrooms in order to
lead fun games geared around the number 100. Additionally, each class will be tasked to
come up with key words that best describe what John Caboto Academy means to them.
As a school we will comprise a list of 100 words that will be displayed in the front
entrance area. Each student will receive a special 100th day of school pencil as a small
momentum.

Basketball Tournament GMAA
Our cycle 3 students will head off to their third GMAA play day on Friday February 14th.
Mr. Joseph, Ms. Rosa and Ms. Diana will accompany the cycle 3 students along with a
team of parent volunteers to compete and have fun playing against other EMSB
elementary schools. The play day will take place at Rosemount High school. Thank you
to the volunteers and good luck to all the student athletes.

Hooked on Schools Week
Hooked on Schools week is an annual event that takes place in Quebec on the third week
of February each year. This year, the week will be from February 17 to 21. The week is
geared towards reminding all stakeholders; students, parents and school staff of the
importance they play in encouraging young Quebec students to stay in school. You may
see our school staff wearing a green and white ribbon during this week to commemorate
the initiative. To highlight the week, we have two activities planned. The entire school
will be going on a school trip to the CEPSUM on Friday February 21st. You have received
a permission form this week with more information about that outing. We will also be
hosting students from Dunrae Gardens School for a basketball game on February 20th in
our gymnasium. LaurenHill Academy Leadership students will be here with us to help
referee and score keep the game. All students will be in the gym cheering on our Cycle 3
basketball team.

Activity Week
Our Activity Week is scheduled for February 24 to 28. We have many winter activities organized for our students that
will get them outside enjoying some winter activity. An information letter and permission slip will be going home during
the week of February 10th. The activities that you can look out for include: cycle specific activities such as skating,
sliding, gumboots and a school wide cabane à sucre outing. These events will be offered free of charge as the school will
fund the actives and buses. I sincerely hope that we will have full participation because it is events like this that help to
create a positive school climate for our students socially and emotionally.
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