
 1 
 

 
 

Meeting #02 2014-2015 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CENTRAL PARENTS’ COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE LAURENCE PATTERSON ROOM OF THE ENGLISH MONTREAL SCHOOL 

BOARD, 6000 FIELDING AVE., MONTREAL ON THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2014 AT 7:00 P.M. 
 
 

A meeting of the Central Parents’ Committee held in the Laurence Patterson Room of the English 
Montreal School Board on Thursday, November 6, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Members of the Committee 

 
 

Present: Education Division 1: Mario Bentrovato 
 (RPC 1)   Pietro Mercuri 
    Todd Roberts 
     Jason Trudeau 
 
 
  Education Division 2: Richard Berger  
  (RPC 2)  Serena Capplette 

Eamon Egan 
     Giovanni Goffredo 
     Caleigh Saucier 
     George Varelas 
      
 
  Education Division 1: David Benoit 
  (RPC 3)  Cynthia Dudley 
     Mark Ellenbogen 
     Julian Hung 
     Hannu Jailos 
     Andrew Ross 
 
 

ACSES:  Isabelle Baas 
 
 
Also Present: Roma Medwid, Deputy Director General, EMSB 
  Brigida Sellato, Communications Consultant, EMSB 
 
 
Observers: Kurtis Law, Parent, Former CPC Member 
 
 
Regrets: Education Division 1: Benny Berneti  
  (RPC 1)   Marco Lombardi 

Laura Saragosa 
 

Education Division 2:  Manon Belisle 
  (RPC 2)   
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1. OPENING REMARKS 
The Chair welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm. 

 
2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA (2 MIN) 

It was moved by Cynthia Dudley, seconded by Todd Roberts and unanimously resolved that the 
agenda be adopted with the following additions; 
 
5.4 1 observer to Education Committee 
6.4 ACSES member appointment 
6.5 April CPC meeting 
10.1 Update on co-habitation (youth sector) 
10.2 Update on co-habitation (adult sector) 
10.3 Homeschooling 
 
Vote: 17-0-0       Motion Carried 

 
2.1 Presentation- By Law #5  

Roma Medwid highlighted the minor changes to by-law #5 Delegation of Certain Powers to 
the Director General. 
 

3. FIRST PUBLIC QUESTION PERIOD  
Kurtis Law advised the members of a situation at a polling station where he worked and that he 
reported the happenings to the Director General of Elections.. 
 

4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON JUNE  5, 2014 (2 MIN) 
It was moved by George Varelas, seconded by David Benoit and resolved that the minutes be 
adopted as presented. 
Vote: 13-0-4       Motion Carried 
 
OCTOBER 15, 2014 (2 MIN) 
It was moved by Cynthia Dudley, seconded by George Varelas and resolved that the minutes be 
adopted as presented. 
Vote: 16-0-1       Motion Carried 

 
5. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

5.1 CONSULTATION MAJOR SCHOOL CHANGES – OUTREACH NETWORK (DUE NOV. 10TH)  
The members discussed the proposed outline of the brief to be submitted.  There were no 
changes to the document.  The Chair will format the proposal for submission on November 
10th.  CPC will present the brief at the hearings. 
 
It was moved by Andrew Ross, seconded by Isabelle Baas and resolved that the proposed 
outline be accepted for submission to the Board for the hearings. 
 Vote: 16-0-1       Motion Carried 
 

5.2 OBSERVER TO EDUCATION POLICIES COMMITTEE 
 Julian Hung volunteered to attend the Education Policies meetings. 
 
5.3 OBSERVER TO AEVS COMMITTEE 
 Caleigh Saucier volunteered to attend the AEVS meetings. 
 
5.4 1 OBSERVER TO EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

 David Benoit cannot attend the meetings as there is a conflict with his governing board 
meetings. 
There were no volunteers, the item was tabled to December. 
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6.  NEW BUSINESS 
6.1 CONSULTATION: BY-LAW #5  

It was moved by Cynthia Dudley, seconded by Isabelle Baas and resolved that By-Law #5 be 
accepted with the following recommendation: 
Clarification on provisions for article #10 as they are outlined in article #9 
Vote: 16-0-1       Motion Carried 

 
6.2 SOCIAL  

 It was moved by Todd Roberts, seconded by Mark Ellenbogen and unanimously resolved to 
allocate 350$ for a catered social including beverages. 
Vote: 17-0-0       Motion Carried 

 
 It was agreed that the meeting/social would begin at 6:30 pm. 
 

 The chair mentioned to the members that a letter of congratulations was sent to the newly 
elected commissioners and that they extended an invitation to them to attend the December 
meeting. 

 
6.3 POSSIBLE PRESENTATION FROM LEARN 

 It was moved by Isabelle Baas, seconded by Giovanni Goffredo and resolved to hold a 
presentation from LEARN at the December meeting. 
Vote: 16-0-1       Motion Carried 

 
 It was agreed to ask LEARN for 20 minutes maximum allowing for 10 minutes for questions 
and if possible to send advance documents for the members to read. 

   
 Richard Berger expressed interest in giving CPC a presentation on English language that he 
offers.  The Chair will bring it back to the executive for review. 

 
6.4 APPOINTMENT OF ACSES MEMBER  

It was moved by Isabelle Baas, seconded by Caleigh Saucier and unanimously resolved to 
accept Ana Milic as a new member to ACSES.  
Vote: 17 -0-1       Motion Carried 
 
 It was recommended if ACSES could send responses to applicants.  Isabelle Baas will bring 
the issue to the Chair. 

 
6.5 APRIL CPC MEETING 

The April meeting conflicts with the Easter holiday.  Following a brief discussion; it was 
moved by Andrew Ross, seconded by David Benoit and unanimously resolved to move the 
April 2nd meeting to Tuesday March 31st. 
Vote: 17 -0-1       Motion Carried 
 

7. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
7A. REGIONAL COMMITTEE REPORTS 

All three regions are meeting next week. 
7B. PARENT COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT  

No meeting as yet. 
7C. TREASURER’S REPORT 

The only expenses so far are the expenses for the meet the candidates night and there will 
be a full report at the next meeting. 

7D. GREEN COMMITTEE 
No meeting as yet. 

7E. CPC SUB COMMITTEE ON LONG RANGE PLANNING 
Serena Capplette volunteered to be on the committee with the members that volunteered at 
the last meeting. 
 
The group has not had a meeting as yet. 
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8. BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS (PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR WRITTEN REPORTS) 
8A. EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 See written report attached by George Varelas and Giovanni Goffredo. 
8B. EDUCATIONAL POLICIES COMMITTEE  

 No meeting as yet. 
8C. FINANCE & LEGISLATION COMMITTEE 

 No meeting as yet. 
8D. ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON ADULT EDUCATION AND VOCATIONAL SERVICES (AEVS) 

  No meeting as yet. 
8E. ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES (ACSES) 

Elections took place  
8F. ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION  

 No meeting as yet. 
 

9. CORRESPONDENCE 
 There was no correspondence. 

 
10. VARIA 

10.1 UPDATE ON CO-HABITATION (YOUTH SECTOR) 
Roma Medwid gave the members an update on the various schools that moved or are 
cohabitating together following the consultations from last school year 2013-2014. 

 
10.2 UPDATE ON CO-HABITATION (ADULT SECTOR) 

Roma Medwid gave the members an update on the move between John F. Kennedy 
Business Centre and S. Pius X Adult Education Centre.. 

 
10.3 HOMESCHOOLING 

MELS has entered into an entente with the Jewish Schools in Montreal, who are not 
meeting the legal requirements for basic school regulation.  Therefore the Jewish 
Schools can ask for homeschooling to the school board in the territory.  The first 
school happens to be in the territory of the EMSB and the Marguerite Bourgeois 
School Board.  The EMSB is currently looking at how they would manage the 
increase in students being homeschooled in order to fulfill the requirements.   

 
11. SECOND PUBLIC QUESTION PERIOD  

A question was asked what schools do regarding the cars that pass a parked flashing school bus 
in front of the school and how the police deal with the situation. 
 
The Chair thanked everyone that came and volunteered for the meet the candidates night. and a 
special thank you to Andrew Ross for organizing the events.  It was a good experience and there 
is a lot of room for improvement for the next time. 

 
12. DATE OF NEXT REGULAR MEETING – December 4, 2014 
 DATE OF NEXT EXECUTIVE MEETING – November 24, 2014 
  
13. ADJOURNMENT  

It was moved by Andrew Ross, seconded by Mario Bentrovato and unanimously resolved 
that the meeting be adjourned at 9:50pm. 
Vote: 17-0-0       Motion Carried 

 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________________  _________________________________ 
Pietro Mercuri      Brigida Sellato 
Chairperson      Secretary 
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