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Meeting #03 2014-2015 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CENTRAL PARENTS’ COMMITTEE 
HELD IN THE WILLIAM DAWSON ROOM OF THE ENGLISH MONTREAL SCHOOL BOARD,  

6000 FIELDING AVE., MONTREAL ON THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2014 AT 6:30 P.M. 
 
 

A meeting of the Central Parents’ Committee held in the William Dawson Room of the  
English Montreal School Board on Thursday, December 4, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. 

 
Members of the Committee 

 
 

Present: Education Division 1: Benny Berneti  
 (RPC 1)  Mario Bentrovato 

Marco Lombardi 
Pietro Mercuri 

    Todd Roberts 
     Jason Trudeau 
 
 
  Education Division 2: Richard Berger  
  (RPC 2)  Manon Belisle 
     Eamon Egan 
     Giovanni Goffredo 
     Caleigh Saucier 
     George Varelas 
 
 
  Education Division 1: David Benoit 
  (RPC 3)  Suzanne de Jonge 

Cynthia Dudley 
     Mark Ellenbogen 
     Julian Hung 
     Hannu Jailos 
     Andrew Ross 
 
 

ACSES:  Isabelle Baas 
 
 
Also Present: Roma Medwid, Deputy Director General, EMSB 
  Brigida Sellato, Communications Consultant, EMSB 
 
Guests: Mordechai Antal, Commissioner, Ward 1 
 Joe Ortona, Commissioner, Ward 10 
 Suzanne Longpre, LEARN Quebec 
 
Regrets: Education Division 1: Laura Saragosa 
  (RPC 1)    
 

Education Division 2: Serena Capplette 
  (RPC 2)   
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1. OPENING REMARKS 
The Chair welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 6:45 pm and welcomed 
Commissioner Mordechai Antal, Commissioner Joe Ortona and Suzanne Longpre from LEARN. 

 
2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA (2 MIN) 

It was moved by Caleigh Saucier, seconded by Suzanne de Jonge and unanimously resolved 
that the agenda be adopted with the following additions; 
 
6.1 Possible co-habitation of Marymount and Saint-Catherine de Sienne 
6.2 Parent Survey 
Vote: 20-0-0       Motion Carried 

 
2.1 Presentation- LEARN  

Suzanne Longpre presented the various options featured on the LEARN website that 
students can access to help them in their school work.  She also showed the members SOS 
LEARN, Vodzone and discovery and a new feature called How-To.  
http://www.learnquebec.ca/en/index.html 
 

3. FIRST PUBLIC QUESTION PERIOD  
There were no questions. 
 

4. ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON NOVEMBER 6, 2014 (2 MIN) 
It was moved by Jason Trudeau, seconded by Cynthia Dudley and resolved that the minutes be 
adopted as presented. 
Vote: 15-0-5       Motion Carried 
 

5. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
5.1 REORGANIZATION OF BOARD STANDING COMMITTEES- CPC OBSERVES 

Suzanne de Jonge volunteered for the Education Committee. 
 

6.  NEW BUSINESS 
6.1  POSSIBLE CO-HABITATION OF MARYMOUNT AND ST. CATHERINE DE SIENNE 

The situation was raised with regard to the possible co-habitation of Marymount Academy 
International and Saint-Catherine de Sienne.  Roma Medwid explained the circumstances 
with the mold at the CSDM school and how they have asked to house the students at a 
nearby EMSB school while renovations are underway.  She also explained that this is still in 
the early stages of discussion. 
 
The chair asked for volunteers to be on a sub-committee just in case the Council decides to 
send this out for consultation at the December meeting.  Volunteers were; Suzanne de 
Jonge, Cynthia Dudley, Caleigh Saucier, Marco Lombardi, Andrew Ross and Pietro Mercuri. 
 

6.2 PARENT SURVEY  
Both Region 1 and 3 at their last meetings discussed surveying the parents to see what they 
are expecting from their school and Board.  The item was brought to CPC to take the initiative 
and work with the regions to get this survey started.   Suggestions made were having a 
kindergarten survey in the welcome package to keep it ongoing, collaborating with the School 
Board to share the cost and data and working with Council on the survey.  
 
 It was moved by Andrew Ross, seconded by David Benoit and resolved to accept the 
proposal to survey the EMSB parent body at large (online and paper) having CPC start the 
process. 
Vote: 17-2-1       Motion Carried 
 

7. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
7A. REGIONAL COMMITTEE REPORTS 

RPC 1- discussed the social, a survey of parents on school fees and the alternative to 
suspension program 
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RPC 2- discussed their internal rules and got an update on the cohabitation at St. Dorothy 
and Sinclair Laird 
RPC 3- discussed their internal rules and the survey project 
 

7B. PARENT COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT  
Two meetings have taken place so far.  They selected the parent commissioners for the 
various committees, there is at least one person on each committee and the hearings were 
held for the Outreach Consultation. 
 

7C. TREASURER’S REPORT 
There is a balance of 8,195.10$. 
 

7D. CPC SUB-COMMITTEE ON LONG RANGE PLANNING REPORT 
The committee has met.  Roma Medwid and Paola Miniaci were present.  The Board will to 
help with the information the committee needs. 
 

7E. FCPQ 
At the FCPQ meeting held on November 27th and 28th, the main item on the Agenda was 
school board mergers. 
In relation to the school board mergers proposed by Minister Bolduc, we held workshops that 
asked the questions regarding what involved parents would want to see in terms of their 
input, influence and power at the school boards.  We also discussed what we wanted as a 
result for our children once these mergers occur. 
 
1) Involved Parents: The discussion brought forth that parent representatives would want to 
documentation (consultative documents, information packets, proposals, etc...) to be 
transmitted to Parent Committees efficiently, quickly and preferably 10 days or more before 
Parent Representatives are required to discuss.  Furthermore, Parent Representatives would 
like to see our Parent Commissioners have the right to vote at Council Meetings.  Other parts 
of the discussion revolved around how involved parents would need easier access to 
communicate with DG's and Elected Commissioners in order to be a bigger part of the 
decision making process at the school board level. 
2) School Board Mergers:  First off - the attendees had a lot of questions concerning how 
much money would be saved and what will happen to staff and how seniority would be 
calculated.  Unfortunately, it would seem that MELS does not have exact answers to these 
questions just yet.  However, as parents, we feel that any savings in revenue needs to be put 
back into the Education System and SPECIFICALLY to fund things that effect students 
directly (special programs, special needs, etc...).  Parents also want reassurance that student 
to teacher ratios don't increase.  Parents also feel that larger territories will make it more 
difficult for parents representatives to be involved due to travel distances. 
 
Three proposals were decided unanimously in terms of the message that the FCPQ wishes 
to bring to Minister Bolduc reflecting the conversations that are described above.  Once I 
have received the minutes of the meeting I will forward them to you so that you can read the 
actual proposals. 
 
Furthermore - with reference to the proposed school board mergers, I have attached a map 
of the Montreal region, indicating what the new landscape would look like.  There is also a 
series of questions that the FCPQ has asked that we bring back to our Parent Committees 
and respond back within 15 days so that we can bring back as much feedback as possible: 
 
1) Y a-t-il des illogismes dans les frontières modifiées ? Si oui, lesquels et que devrait-
on faire pour les éviter ? * 
2) Les gens aiment-ils ? Pourquoi ? * 
3) Les gens n'aiment pas ? Pourquoi ? * 
4) Proportion (environ) entre les gens qui aiment et ceux qui n'aiment pas ? * 
 
See attached map. 
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8. BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS (PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR WRITTEN REPORTS) 
8A. EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

 Topics discussed were the balanced learning initiative and the Board will be piloting a 
numeracy initiative in the spring. 

 
8B. EDUCATIONAL POLICIES COMMITTEE  

 The next meeting is December 15th. 
 

8C. FINANCE & LEGISLATION COMMITTEE 
The meeting is next week. 
 

8D. ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON ADULT EDUCATION AND VOCATIONAL SERVICES (AEVS) 
(Report from T. Roberts)   
AEVS meeting December 2, 2014 John F Kennedy adult education center The Welding & 
Fitting at Rosemont Technical School will have to be moved to a new location due to noise 
levels exceeding new by-laws that went into effect 2013.  Scouting for a new location is on 
going.  Automobile mechanics program is also looking to add a new facility for its ever 
increasing demand. Scouting for a new location is also on going.  AEVS would like to have a 
percentage of their surplus or a set amount of money set aside for Capital projects this 
money is given at the discretion of the Board.  They had a surplus last year of $11.792.057.  
Proposed action plan to convert 2 newly acquired building near the Pius x school into 
dormitory's for international students.  They have a 15 million dollar request to MELS to 
convert Pius x School into a flag ship AEVS school. 

 
8E. ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES (ACSES) 

 Topics discussed were the Special Education Policy update, parental membership and the 
Mackay/Philip E. Layton, the KIDS presentation is rescheduled for next month. 

 
8F. ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION  

 No meeting as yet. 
 

9. CORRESPONDENCE 
 There was no correspondence. 

 
10. VARIA 
 There was no varia. 
 

11. SECOND PUBLIC QUESTION PERIOD  
A question was raised regarding the second vice-principal at a 240 school.  Roma Medwid 
explained that this is something within the entente between the Board and AMSA (association of 
Administrators) 

 
12. DATE OF NEXT REGULAR MEETING – January 8, 2015 
 DATE OF NEXT EXECUTIVE MEETING – December 15, 2014 
  
13. ADJOURNMENT  

It was moved by Andrew Ross, seconded by Hannu Jailos and unanimously resolved that 
the meeting be adjourned at 9:17 pm. 
Vote: 20-0-0       Motion Carried 

 
 
 
 
 

_________________________________  _________________________________ 
Pietro Mercuri      Brigida Sellato 
Chairperson      Secretary 
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