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         Meeting #06 2012/2013 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE CENTRAL PARENTS’ COMMITTEE 
HELD AT LAURIER MACDONALD HIGH SCHOOL, 7355 VIAU AVE., ST-LEONARD 

 ON THURSDAY, APRIL 4, 2013 AT 6:30 P.M. 
 
 

A meeting of the Central Parents’ Committee held at Laurier Macdonald High School 
on Thursday, April 4, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. 

 
Members of the Committee 

 
Present: Region 1: Mario Bentrovato 
   Ron Lee Latchman  
   Pietro Mercuri  
   Frank Reda 

Laura Saragosa 
 
  Region 2: Angie Bertone  

Patricia Willis 
Teresa Cocullo-Scotto 
Joseph Karadakis 
Teresa Gullo  

    Ilgin Sartekin 
    George Varelas 
     
  Region 3: David Benoit 
    Debra Fogel  
    Hannu Jailos 

  Andrew Ross  
Kurtis Law 
 

ACSES:  Isabelle Baas 
 

Regrets  Region 1: Frank Viera  
    Patrick Marcovecchio 
 
  Region 3: Margaret Amos 
    Nijad Dahdah 

 
ACSES: Liz Arnot  

 
Also Present: 
  Roma Medwid, Deputy Director General  
  Christine Denommée, Assistant Director, Pedagogical Services 
  Maureen Baron, Consultant, Pedagogical Services 
  Brigida Sellato, Communications Consultant, EMSB 
  Mona Kamel, Executive Secretary, EMSB 
 
Guest:  Pierre Chouinard, President, EPCA 
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1. OPENING REMARKS 
The chair called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  

 
2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

It was moved by Ilgin Sartekin, seconded by Teresa Gullo and unanimously resolved that 
the agenda be approved with the following additions: 
 
5.3 Policy of Maintenance of school closures 
5.4 Gift Giving 
5.5 FCPQ-Approval of two observers 
6.2 Code of Ethics 
6.3 Bill 24 
10.1 Filtered Water Fountains in the schools 
10.3 The meeting of March 20th (in camera) 
 
Vote: 14-0-0 (A. Ross, H. Jailos, K. Law, F. Reda not present)  Motion Carried 
 
It was moved by Patricia Willis, seconded by David Benoit and resolved that item 5.2 be 
moved to in camera at 10.2. 
 
Vote: 13-1-0 (A. Ross, H. Jailos, K. Law, F. Reda not present)  Motion Carried 
 
2.1 PRESENTATION ON CANADIAN MODERNIZATION  ACT  

Christine Denommée and Maureen Baron from Pedagogical Services presented the 
new copyright law.   
See attached presentation. 
 

3. FIRST PUBLIC QUESTION PERIOD 
 There were no questions. 
 
4. ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MARCH 14, 2013 

It was moved by George Varelas, seconded by Ilgin Sartekin and resolved that the minutes 
from the meeting be approved as presented. 
 
Vote: 13-0-4 (K. Law not present)    Motion Carried 

 
5 BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

5.1 PRESENTATION- EPCA  
Pierre Chouinard, president of EPCA spoke to the CPC members on how the 
association has changed and is looking to improve on certain aspects like; 
implementing a Website (like the QESBA website) where members can find 
information on the meetings, news and information.  EPCA is also looking towards a 
partnership with the FCPQ which they already have established with the QESBA. 
 
The foundation is being set by little advances to ensure continuity of EPCA. 
Concerns were raised over having more membership at EPCA from the Parent 
Committees.  A means of participation could help by having SKYPE or links with a 
community learning centre. 
 

5.2 MEETING WITH COMMISSIONERS-UPDATE  
The item was moved to 10.2 and discussed in camera. April 22, 2013 has been 
scheduled for a joint meeting. 
 

5.3 Policy of Maintenance of School Closures  
The policy went to the Council for approval and all the recommendations made by 
CPC, RPC and ACSES were not accepted, except for recommendation that ACSES 
be allowed to submit and present a brief. 
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It was also noted that St. Gabriel submitted a brief but it was not recognized even 
though it was solicited.  
 
The parent commissioners are going to ask for an amendment for an extra 10 (ten) 
working days to submit the CPC consultation.   
 

5.4 GIFT GIVING 
An opinion on gift giving to teachers was sent to Montreal Families at their request 
by the chair. 
The chair will be sending his response to Montreal Families to the CPC members. 
(see attached response) 
 

5.5 FCPC – 2 OBSERVERS 
 The chair spoke to Marc Charland at the FCPQ and he agreed to the two observers 

but asked that it be seasoned people, they will only observe and are asked to keep 
the resolutions confidential until they are dispersed to the FCPQ members.   

 
 It was moved by Ilgin Sartekin, seconded by Kurtis Law and resolved that Angie 

Bertone and Patricia Willis be the 2 (two) observers to the FCPQ on April 27th in 
Quebec City and that all appropriate expenses be covered. 
 
Vote: 17-0-1      Motion Carried 

 
6. NEW BUSINESS 

        6.1 END OF YEAR SOCIAL 
The social is set at the June 6th meeting, seeing that there will be a presentation it 
might be easier to have someone cater at the school.  Members are asked to email 
ideas to the chair.  Details will be discussed at the next meeting. 

 
        6.2 CODE OF ETHICS  

Tabled to the next meeting. (note a special meeting was called on this item on the 
22nd of April) 

 
        6.3 BILL 24  

Angie Bertone will be sending the document to Brigit Sellato to send out to 
members.  This bill speaks to the new elections and how much they will be allowed 
to spend on a campaign. 

 
       6.4 WESTMOUNT HIGH RESOLUTION – MATH 404  

The governing board of Westmount High School passed a resolution to send a letter 
to the Ministry to look into the situation. 

 
 It was moved by Patricia Willis, seconded by Debra Fogel and unanimously 

resolved that CPC support the resolution from Westmount High on the Math 404. 
 
Vote: 18-0-0      Motion Carried 

 
 It was moved by Patricia Willis, seconded by Kurtis Law and unanimously resolved 

that it be asked for a review of the content format for the exam. 
 
Vote: 18-0-0      Motion Carried 

 
7. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

7A. REGIONAL COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 There were no reports. 
7B. PARENT COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT  
 There was no report. 
7C. TREASURER’S REPORT 
 The current balance is $7,721.24. 
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7D. GREEN COMMITTEE 
There was no meeting. 

7E. MARKETING COMMITTEE 
No report. 

 
8. BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS 

8A. EDUCATION COMMITTEE  
 No report. 
8B. EDUCATIONAL POLICIES COMMITTEE  
 See attached report from Ilgin Sartekin. 
8C. FINANCE & LEGISLATION COMMITTEE 
 See attached report from Hannu Jailos. 
8D. ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON ADULT EDUCATION AND VOCATIONAL SERVICES (AEVS) 

No report. 
8E. ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES (ACSES) 

See attached report from Liz Arnot.. 
8F. ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION  

  See attached report from David Benoit. 
 
9. CORRESPONDENCE 
 There was no correspondence. 
 

10. VARIA 
10.1  Filtered Water Fountains in the schools 
 What has happened to the replacements of the water fountains in the schools.  

Roma Medwid explained that the water fountains are in the process of getting 
new quotes because it was noted that the cooling compartment could not 
store enough cold water for the large population of the high schools.  Roma 
Medwid will look into it. 

 
It was moved by Andrew Ross, seconded by Ron Lee Latchman that CPC move in camera 
 

10.2 Item 5.2 
  The item was dealt with in camera 
 
10.3 Meeting of March 20th 
  The item was dealt with in camera 
 

11. SECOND PUBLIC QUESTION PERIOD 
The promotion policy discussed at a board committee meeting will be coming to CPC for 
consultation in the near future. 
 

12. DATE OF NEXT REGULAR MEETING –Thursday, May 2, 2013 at Laurier Macdonald 
DATE OF NEXT EXECUTIVE MEETING –  
 

13. ADJOURNMENT 
On motion by Patricia Willis and seconded by Debra Fogel, that the meeting be adjourned at 
10:15 PM. 

 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ _________________________________ 
Pietro Mercuri     Mona Kamel 
Chairperson     Secretary 
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The EMSB does have a policy concerning the giving of gifts to teachers: 
 
POLICY: GIFTS TO TEACHERS BY STUDENTS CODE: DG‐2 
Origin: General Directorate 
Authority: Board Minutes Volume X, Page 117, Meeting of February 23, 
1960Reference(s): 
>> 
POLICY STATEMENT 
1. In view of the fact that the practice of presenting gifts to teachers by the pupils has 
become so extensive and expensive as to cause financial embarrassment to the 
students, the Board prohibits the following: a. the collection of monies from students for 
the presentation of gifts to teachers at Christmas, Easter and at the end of the school 
year, where such a practice has prevailed in a school; b. the presentation of gifts to the 
teacher by individual students on these three occasions in the school year.  2. 
Notwithstanding the above, the practice of gift‐giving shall be tolerated in instances in 
which pupils of their own initiative and volition wish to pay suitable recognition to a 
teacher retiring or resigning from the Boards service after many years, or to a teacher in 
recognition of some special effort in an extra‐curricular activity. 
 
When I communicated with the other parents on the EMSB’s Central Parents’ 
Committee, many feel that giving gifts is an acceptable tradition, to show appreciation 
towards teachers as they are often not appreciated enough for the hard work they do. 
Most parents agreed that giving a small, inexpensive gift, even something homemade, 
like a letter from the student or a home baked food item, is a pleasant way to teach our 
children important lessons in expressing gratitude and thanks for special people that 
have touched their lives. It is important to underline the fact that giving gifts should not 
cause unnecessary financial burden on families, and that offering gifts to teachers 
should be done discreetly so as not to become a “contest” of sorts between children. If 
giving gifts adds unnecessary stress to a family, we feel that parents should not feel 
obligated to do so.  It should also be mentioned that some parents also feel that gift 
giving needs to be done in a “personal” fashion – that getting families together to pool 
resources to buy “one big gift” takes away from the experience. Also, gift giving does not 
necessarily have to occur at Christmas or other specific times of the year, but can 
happen to acknowledge a milestone in a teacher’s life like retirement or marriage, or 
when a student graduates and wishes to express gratitude towards a teacher who has 
helped them exceptionally to achieve that goal.
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
The Education Committee Meeting was held on Wednesday, March 13, 2013 at 5:00 p.m. at 
the EMSB 
• Presentation by Pedagogical Services Consultants - Simon De Joncas, Travis Hall, and 

Martine Legault 
 

o Career Cruising 
o New Approaches / New Solutions (NANS) 
o Inner City / Operation Renewal (ICOR) 

 
 The consultants spoke about their role and support given to teachers, outside 

organizations, administrators and Ministry.  Their overall objectives are to 
help students achieve success.  Mr. De Joncas distributed a pamphlet entitled 
:  On the Path to Success :  regarding the NANS program.  The consultants 
responded to all the questions that were asked by the members. 

 
• AEVS Action Plan 2013 

 
o Mr. Della Rocca and Mr. Argiropoulos presented a powerpoint presentation on the 

AEVS Action Plan for 2013.  Proposed renovations include a reconfiguration of the 
St. Pius X facility and John F. Kennedy, the regrouping of programs, and the costs 
associated with these changes.  They also elaborated on the programs that will be 
offered.  They responded to all the questions that were asked by the members.  

 
• Heritage Language Program (PELO) Budget 2012-2013 

 
o Mrs. Denommée presented the distribution of PELO funds to schools offering 

language of origin classes.  She mentioned that a PELO fair will be held at Pierre 
Elliott Trudeau School on April 4, 2013 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
 

• A pamphlet on the Scouts Canada Partners in Education Program was distributed to all 
members to share with their schools. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted by 
Teresa Cocullo-Scotto 
April 3, 2013 
 
Teresa Cocullo-Scotto 
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
The Education Committee Meeting was held on Wednesday, April 3, 2013 at 5:00 p.m. at 
the EMSB 
• Presentation by Pedagogical Services Consultants - Librarians 

o Danielle Juneau 
o Audrey Roussel 
o Annette MacIntyre 
o Julian Taylor 

 The consultants spoke about their role and support given to students, 
teachers, outside organizations, library technicians and librarians, and 
administrators.  Their overall objectives are to help students achieve success.  

• Action Plan on reading 
• Media Centre, Regard Internet Search, and DVD Collection 
• Library Renovations 
• Evaluation and removal of dated and damaged materials 
• Assist with collection development 
• Provide professional information and resources to the network 
• Collaborate with consultants on diverse projects such as Pedagogical 

Development Days and Workshops for teachers 
• Training, professional development and mentoring of all staff 

 
• Pedagogical Innovations at John F. Kennedy High School 

o Mr. Vitantonio and Mr. Muoio presented the School Success plan for John F. 
Kennedy High School   They also elaborated on the programs that will be offered at 
JFKHS starting in September 2013.  A Student Support Centre will also be available 
to all students starting in September.  They responded to all the questions that were 
asked by the members.  

 
• Proposed Revised Promotion Policy 

o Mrs. Furfaro presented the proposed revised promotion policy and requested that it 
be sent out for consultation.  The EMSB has added French as a compulsory course.  
Mrs. Furfaro responded to all questions that were asked by the members. 
 

• Accessibility of Condoms in Secondary Schools – Proposed Rescindment of Policy 
o Mrs. Furfaro presented the proposed rescindment of policy regarding the accessibility 

of condoms in Secondary schools. 
 

• Summer School – Report for July 2012 and Proposal for July 2013 
o Mrs. Furfaro presented the report on the July 2012 Summer School session and the 

proposal for the July 2013 Summer School session, which will be held at Laurier 
MacDonald High School.  Each student could register for a maximum of two courses 
during the Summer. 

 
Respectfully submitted by 
Teresa Cocullo-Scotto and David Benoit 
April 3, 2013 
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Report to CPC on the Finance and Legislation meeting held on March 20, 2013 
 
The following were among the items on the agenda: 

• School/Centre Rollovers Posted in 2012-13 
• Rental Policy and Rental Rates  
• Professional Development and Innovation Grants 2012-13 
• Culture in the Schools Program 2012-13 
• Transportation Allocation for High School Students for 2012-13 
• Adult Education and Vocational Services – Action Plan 2013 
• Heritage Language Programs (PELO) – Budget 2012-13 
• Cafeteria Services 
• Student Services 
• Preliminary Capital Investment Budget 2013-14 

 
Submitted by Nijad Dahdah for CPC meeting of April 4th 2013 
(Hannu Jailos was also in attendance) 
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