
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
ENGLISH MONTREAL SCHOOL BOARD 

 
 
A special meeting of the English Montreal School Board was held in the Laurence Patterson Conference Room, 
6000 Fielding Avenue, on Monday, November 17, 2014 at 7:45 p.m. 
 
Commissioners Present: 
 Mrs. Angela Mancini 
 Mr. Mordechai Antal 
 Mr. Mario Bentrovato, Parent Commissioner 
 Mr. Agostino Cannavino 
 Mrs. Joanne Charron, Parent Commissioner 
 Mr. Julien Feldman 
 Mr. James Kromida 
 Mr. Joseph Lalla 
 Ms. Patricia Lattanzio 
 Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco 
 Mr. Joe Ortona 
 Mr. Rosario Ortona 
 Mr. Andrew Ross, Parent Commissioner 
 Mr. Jason Trudeau, Parent Commissioner 
 Dr. Syd Wise 
  
Also Present Ms. R. Medwid, Deputy Director General, Education Division 2, Acting Director General 
 Mr. A. Marino, Deputy Director General, Administrative Division 
 Ms. P. Miniaci, Deputy Director General, Education Division 1  
 Me N. Lauzière, Secretary General 
 Mr. C. Della Rocca, Director of Adult Education and Vocational Services 
 Mrs. C. Denommée, Director of Human Resources  
 Mr. L. Di Filippo, Director of Information Technology Services 
 Me B. Duhême, Director of Legal Services 
 Mrs. A. Furfaro, Director of Pedagogical Services 
 Mr. D. Hogue, Director of Material Resources 
 Mr. L. Lewis, Director of Student Services 
 Ms. L. Nassivera, Director of Financial Services 
 Ms. M. C. Drouin, Assistant Director of Human Resources 
 Mr. M. J. Cohen, Communications and Marketing Specialist  
 Ms. C. Colasessano, Administrative Technician, Secretariat 
 
Approximately one hundred and twenty-five members of the public were in attendance. 
 
Observers from Consultative Groups 
 
Mr. C. Dansereau, Association of Montreal School Administrators (AMSA)  
Ms. D. Cesta, Mr. L. Harvey, Association Québécoise des cadres scolaires (AQCS) 
Mr. P. Sutherland, Montreal Teachers Association (MTA) 
Ms. J. Wrench, Syndicate of Professional Personnel of the Montreal Educational Milieu (SPPMEM) 
Ms. L. Tavolaro, Association professionnelle du personnel administratif (APPA) 
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1.  NOTICE OF MEETING 
 
It was reported that the notice calling this special meeting had been forwarded to all members of 
the Board on November 14, 2014. 
 

2.  COMPOSITION OF RECONSTITUTED BOARD (ELECTED MEMBERS) 
 
Chairman Angela Mancini 
Ward 1 Mordechai Antal 
Ward 2 Joseph Lalla 
Ward 3 Julien Feldman 
Ward 4 Syd Wise 
Ward 5 James Kromida 
Ward 6 Agostino Cannavino 
Ward 7 Sylvia Lo Bianco 
Ward 8 Patricia Lattanzio 
Ward 9 Rosario Ortona 
Ward 10 Joe Ortona  
 

3.  FILING OF OATHS OF OFFICE FOR ALL 15 COMMISSIONERS 
 
The Secretary General reported that the necessary Oaths of Office had been completed by all 
elected Commissioners and all Parent Commissioners. 
 

4.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. ROSARIO ORTONA AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT the 
agenda be approved as presented. 
 
VOTE: 11-0-0 

Resolution #14-11-17-4 
 

5.  STRUCTURE OF STANDING AND ADVISORY COMMITTEES 
 
5.1  Structure of Standing Committees 
 

This item is deferred. 
 Resolution #07-11-17-5.1 

 
Document submitted:  Policy SG-6 regarding the Structure of Committees. 

 
5.2  Structure of Advisory Committees 
 

WHEREAS the structure of the advisory committees has been reviewed; 
 
IT WAS MOVED THAT the structure of the advisory committees, as proposed by resolution 
#14-09-23-8.1 and Annex 1 submitted be approved. 
 
Mr. Joe ORTONA proposes to modify, to the submitted documentation under Annex 1, that the 
Executive Committee be composed of 6 Commissioners and 1 Parent Commissioner.  
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VOTE:  11-0-0 
 
The main motion, as amended was adopted unanimously by the members present. 
 
THEREFORE IT WAS MOVED BY MS. PATRICIA LATTANZIO AND UNANIMOUSLY 
RESOLVED THAT the structure of the advisory committees, as proposed by resolution #14-09-
23-8.1 and Annex 1 submitted, incorporating the modifications of Commissioner Joe Ortona, be 
approved. 

 Resolution #14-11-17-5.2 
 
Documents submitted:  Resolution #14-09-23-8.1 and Annex 1. 

 
6.  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
6.1  Powers of Committee 

 
For information and update on the adoption of related policies and by-laws. 
 
Document submitted:  By-Law No. 2 - Delegation of Powers to the Executive Committee. 

 
6.2  Size of Committee  
 

This item was dealt with as item no. 5.2, resolution adopted under number 14-11-17-5.2.  
 
Document submitted:  Annex 1 of  Resolution # 14-09-23-8.1 

 
7.  PROCEDURES RE ELECTION OF OFFICES 

 
WHEREAS school board elections were held on November 2, 2014; 
 
WHEREAS the newly constituted Council of Commissioners is required to re-elect its officers for 
the ensuing three years; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. AGOSTINO CANNAVINO that each of the positions for the election of 
offices on the Council of Commissioners of the EMSB and all its other committees be voted on 
separately by secret vote. 
 
Chairman Mancini called for a vote: 
 
VOTE:  3-8-0 
 
Motion is defeated, the election of offices on the Council of Commissioners of the EMSB and all its 
other committees will be voted on separately by open vote. 
 

 Resolution #14-11-17-7 
 

8.  CO-OPTED COMMISSIONERS 
 
Chairman Mancini spoke on co-optation and informs Council that the election of co-opted members 
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will be brought back once the MELS has defined more precise criteria.  
 

9.  ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD (SECTION 155.1) 
 
Nominations: 
 
Mrs. Angela Mancini nominated Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco. 
 
Mr. Agostino Cannavino nominated Mr. Julien Feldman. 
 
All nominated Commissioners accepted. 
 
It was moved by Mr. Agostino Cannavino and unanimously resolved that nominations cease. 
 
The Chairman called for a vote: 
 
Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco received 9 votes and Mr. Julien Feldman received 2 votes. 
 
Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco was elected VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD by majority vote. 
 

 Resolution #14-11-17-09 
 

10.  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 
10.1  Issue of Co-presidency (Information) 
 

The Chairman informed the Council about the newsletter of Morency Avocats on the Double-
presidency. 

 
10.2  Election of Members of the Executive Committee 
 

The Chairman mentions that the Executive committee is composed of 6 Commissioners 
including Council Chairman plus one (1) parent Commissioner.  Therefore, Council must elect 
five (5) members among the elected Commissioners. 
 
Nominations: 
 
Mrs. Angela Mancini nominated Dr. Syd Wise, Mr. James Kromida, Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco, 
Mr. Mordechai Antal and Mr. Rosario Ortona. 
 
Mr. Agostino Cannavino nominated Mr. Julien Feldman. 
 
Mr. Joseph Lalla nominated Mr. Agostino Cannavino. 
 
Mr. Julien Feldman nominated Mr. Joseph Lalla. 
 
All nominated Commissioners accepted. 
 
It was moved by Mr. Joe Ortona and unanimously resolved that nominations cease. 
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Dr. Syd Wise, Mr. James Kromida, Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco, Mr. Mordechai Antal and Mr. 
Rosario Ortona were elected MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE by majority 
vote, having received 11, 9, 9, 9 and 8 votes, respectively. 
 
Chairman mentions that the Parent Commissioner named is Mr. Mario Bentrovato. 

 
 Resolution #14-11-17-10.2 

 
10.3  Election of Chairman of Executive Committee 
 

WHEREAS the “Double presidency” legal opinion was submitted and explained to the Council 
of Commissioners; 
 
WHEREAS there is a question of interpretation of the Education Act on how to appoint the 
Chairman of the Executive Committee; 
 
WHEREAS according to section 179 of the Education Act the Chair of the Board is already a 
member of the Executive Committee and, according to section 155 of the Education Act, the 
Chair sees to the proper operation of the School Board; 
 
WHEREAS the Chair of the Board proposes that the Council of Commissioners appoints, 
among its members, the Chairman of the Executive Committee;  
 
WHEREAS according to sections 182 and 155.1 of the Education Act, the Vice-Chair of the 
Executive Committee is appointed from among its members; 
 
It was moved and unanimously resolved that the Council of Commissioners appoints, among 
its members, the Chairman of the Executive Committee: 
 
Nominations: 
 
Mrs. Angela Mancini nominated Dr. Syd Wise, the latter accepted. 
 
No more nominations were presented. 
 
Vote: 9-0-2 (Mr. Julien Feldman and Mr. Joseph Lalla abstained.) 
 
Dr. Syd Wise was elected CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 
 

 Resolution #14-11-17-10.3 
 
Document submitted:  Legal opinion by Morency Avocats. 

 
11.  EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

 
11.1  Election of Members of the Education Committee 
 

The Chairman mentions that the Education committee is composed of seven (7) 
Commissioners including Council Chairman and one (1) parent Commissioner.  Therefore, 
Council must elect five (5) members among the elected Commissioners. 
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Nominations: 
 
Mrs. Angela Mancini nominated Mr. Julien Feldman, Mr. Joseph Lalla, Ms. Patricia Lattanzio, 
Dr. Syd Wise and Mr. Mordechai Antal.  
 
All nominated Commissioners accepted. 
 
It was moved by Mr. James Kromida and unanimously resolved that nominations cease. 
 
Mr. Julien Feldman, Mr. Joseph Lalla, Ms. Patricia Lattanzio, Dr. Syd Wise and Mr. 
Mordechai Antal were unanimously elected MEMBERS OF THE EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE by majority vote.  One (1) parent Commissioner to be named at a later date. 

 
 Resolution #14-11-17-11.1 

 
11.2  Election of Chairman of the Education Committee 
 

Nominations: 
 
Mrs. Angela Mancini nominated Mr. Mordechai Antal. 
 
It was unanimously resolved that nominations cease. 
 
Mr. Mordechai Antal was unanimously elected CHAIRMAN OF THE EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE. 
 
VOTE:   (11-0-0) 

Resolution #14-11-17-11.2 
 
11.3  Election of Vice-Chairman of the Education Committee 
 

Nominations: 
 
Mrs. Angela Mancini nominated Dr. Syd Wise. 
 
It was unanimously resolved that nominations cease. 
 
Dr. Syd Wise was unanimously elected VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE EDUCATION 
COMMITTEE. 

 
VOTE:   (11-0-0) 

 Resolution #14-11-17-11.3 
 

12.   AUDIT AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
12.1  Election of Members of the Audit and Finance Committee 
 

The Chairman mentions that this committee is composed of seven (7) Commissioners including 
Council Chairman and one (1) Parent Commissioner.  Therefore, Council must elect five (5) 
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members among the elected Commissioners. 
 
Nominations: 
 
Mrs. Angela Mancini nominated Mr. Rosario Ortona, Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco, Mr. Agostino 
Cannavino, Mr. Joseph Ortona and Mr. James Kromida.  
 
The parent Commissioner is to be named at a later date. 
 
All nominated Commissioners accepted, no more nominations were presented. 
 
Mr. Rosario Ortona, Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco, Mr. Agostino Cannavino, Mr. Joseph Ortona and 
Mr. James Kromida were unanimously elected MEMBERS OF THE AUDIT AND FINANCE 
COMMITTEE. 
 
VOTE:   (11-0-0) 

 Resolution #14-11-17-12.1 
 
12.2  Election of Chairman of the Audit and Finance Committee 
 

Nominations: 
 
Mrs. Angela Mancini nominated Mr. James Kromida. 
 
It was unanimously resolved that nominations cease. 
 
Mr. James Kromida was unanimously elected CHAIRMAN OF THE AUDIT AND FINANCE 
COMMITTEE. 
 
VOTE:   (11-0-0) 

 Resolution #14-11-17-12.2 
 
12.3  Election of Vice-Chairman of the Audit and Finance Committee 
 

Nominations: 
 
Mrs. Angela Mancini nominated Mr. Joe Ortona. 
 
Mr. Joseph Lalla nominated Mr. Agostino Cannavino. 
 
All nominated Commissioners accepted. 
 
It was moved by Mr. Rosario Ortona and unanimously resolved that nominations cease. 
 
The Chairman called for a vote: 
 
Mr. Joe Ortona received 8 votes and Mr. Agostino Cannavino received 3 votes. 
 
Mr. Joe Ortona was elected VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE AUDIT AND FINANCE 
COMMITTEE by majority vote. 
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 Resolution #14-11-17-12.3 

 
13.  ADULT EDUCATION AND VOCATIONAL SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 
13.1  Election of Members of the AEVS Advisory Committee 
 

The Chairman mentions that the AEVS Advisory committee is composed of five (5) elected 
Commissioners. 
 
Nominations: 
 
Mrs. Angela Mancini nominated Ms. Patricia Lattanzio, Mr. Joe Ortona, Mr. Joseph Lalla, Mrs. 
Sylvia Lo Bianco and Mr. Rosario Ortona. 
 
Mr. Julien Feldman nominated Mr. Agostino Cannavino. 
 
All nominated Commissioners accepted. 
 
It was moved by Mr. Agostino Cannavino and unanimously resolved that nominations cease. 
 
Ms. Patricia Lattanzio, Mr. Joe Ortona, Mr. Joseph Lalla, Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco and Mr. 
Rosario Ortona were elected MEMBERS OF THE ADULT EDUCATION AND 
VOCATIONAL SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE by majority vote, having received 8, 
8, 11, 8 and 8 votes, respectively. (Mr. Agostino Cannavino received 3 votes). 

 
 Resolution #14-11-17-13.1 

 
13.2  Election of Chairman of the AEVS Advisory Committee 
 

Nominations: 
 
Mrs. Angela Mancini nominated Mr. Rosario Ortona. 
 
It was unanimously resolved that nominations cease. 
 
Mr. Rosario Ortona was unanimously elected CHAIRMAN OF THE AEVS ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE. 
 
VOTE:   (11-0-0) 

Resolution #14-11-17-13.2 
 
13.3  Election of Vice-Chairman of the AEVS Advisory Committee 
 

Nominations: 
 
Mrs. Angela Mancini nominated Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco. 
 
It was unanimously resolved that nominations cease. 
 



9 

Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco was unanimously elected VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE AEVS 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE. 
   
VOTE:   (11-0-0) 

Resolution #14-11-17-13.3 
 

14.  TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
14.1  Election of Two (2) Commissioners 
 

The Chairman mentions that the Transportation Advisory Committee is composed of two (2) 
Commissioners and one (1) Parent Commissioner. 
 
Nominations: 
 
Mrs. Angela Mancini nominated Mr. Joseph Lalla and Ms. Patricia Lattanzio. 
 
Mr. Agostino Cannavino nominated Mr. Julien Feldman. 
 
All nominated Commissioners accepted. 
 
It was moved by Mr. Rosario Ortona and unanimously resolved that nominations cease. 
 
Ms. Patricia Lattanzio and Mr. Joseph Lalla were elected MEMBERS OF THE 
TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE by majority vote, having received 8 and 10 
votes, respectively.  (Mr. Julien Feldman received 3 votes) 

 
 Resolution #14-11-17-14.1 

 
14.2  Election of One (1) Parent Commissioner 
 

The Chairman mentions that the Parent Commissioner is not elected by the Council. 
 

15.  QESBA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
15.1  Election of One (1) Executive Committee Member 
 

The Chairman mentions that this item must come back to the next Board meeting in order to 
examine whether a Parent Commissioner can sit on the Board of QESBA. 

 
16.  COMITÉ DE GESTION DE LA TAXE SCOLAIRE DE L’ÎLE DE MONTRÉAL 

 
16.1  Election of Member 
 

Nominations: 
 
Mrs. Angela Mancini nominated Ms. Patricia Lattanzio. 
 
Mr. Julien Feldman nominated Mr. Agostino Cannavino. 
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All nominated Commissioners accepted. 
It was moved by Mr. Joe Ortona and unanimously resolved that nominations cease. 
 
Ms. Patricia Lattanzio was elected MEMBER of the Comité de gestion de la taxe scolaire de 
l’île de Montréal by majority vote, having received 8 votes.  (Mr. Agostino Cannavino received 
3 votes.)  
 

 Resolution #14-11-17-16.1 
 
16.2  Election of Alternate 
 

Nominations: 
 
Mrs. Angela Mancini nominated Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco. 
 
Mr. Julien Feldman nominated Mr. Agostino Cannavino. 
 
All nominated Commissioners accepted. 
 
It was moved by Ms. Patricia Lattanzio and unanimously resolved that nominations cease. 
 
Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco was elected ALTERNATE of the Comité de gestion de la taxe scolaire 
de l’île de Montréal by majority vote, having received 8 votes.  (Mr. Agostino Cannavino 
received 3 votes.)  

 
 Resolution #14-11-17-16.2 

 
17.  SELECTION COMMITTEE 

 
17.1  Election of Members of the Selection Committee 
 

The Chairman mentions that the Selection Committee is composed of five (5) elected 
Commissioners including Council Chairman.  Therefore, Council must elect four (4) members 
among the elected Commissioners. 
 
Nominations: 
 
Mrs. Angela Mancini nominated Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco, Dr. Syd Wise, Mr. Mordechai Antal 
and Mr. Joe Ortona. 
 
Mr. Agostino Cannavino nominated Mr. Julien Feldman and Mr. Joseph Lalla. 
 
Mr. Julien Feldman nominated Mr. Agostino Cannavino. 
 
All nominated Commissioners accepted. 
 
It was moved by Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco and unanimously resolved that nominations cease. 
 
Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco, Dr. Syd Wise, Mr. Mordechai Antal and Mr. Joe Ortona were elected 
by majority vote, having all received 8 votes. (Mr. Agostino Cannavino, Mr. Joseph Lalla and 
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Mr. Julien Feldman each received 3 votes). 
 

 Resolution #14-11-17-17.1 
 

18.  HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
 
18.1  Election of Members 
 

The Chairman mentions that Council must elect five (5) members among the elected 
Commissioners. 
 
Nominations: 
 
Mrs. Angela Mancini nominated Mr. Mordechai Antal, Mr. Joe Ortona, Dr. Syd Wise, Mr. 
James Kromida and Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco. 
 
Mr. Agostino Cannavino nominated Mr. Joseph Lalla and Mr. Julien Feldman. 
 
Mr. Julien Feldman nominated Mr. Agostino Cannavino. 
 
All nominated Commissioners accepted. 
 
It was moved by Mr. James Kromida and unanimously resolved that nominations cease. 
 
Mr. Mordechai Antal, Mr. Joe Ortona, Dr. Syd Wise, Mr. James Kromida and Mrs. Sylvia Lo 
Bianco were elected by majority vote, having all received 8 votes. (Mr. Agostino Cannavino, 
Mr. Joseph Lalla and Mr. Julien Feldman each received 3 votes). 

 
 Resolution #14-11-17-18.1 

18.2  Election of Chairman 
 

Nominations: 
 
Mrs. Angela Mancini nominated Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco. 
 
It was unanimously resolved that nominations cease. 
 
Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco was unanimously elected CHAIRMAN OF THE Human Resources 
Committee. 
 
VOTE:   (11-0-0) 

Resolution #14-11-17-18.2 
 
18.3  Election of Vice-Chairman 
 

Nominations: 
 
Mrs. Angela Mancini nominated Mr. James Kromida. 
 
It was unanimously resolved that nominations cease. 
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Mr. James Kromida was unanimously elected VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE HUMAN 
RESOURCES COMMITTEE. 
 
VOTE:   (11-0-0) 

Resolution #14-11-17-18.3 
 

19.  GOVERNANCE AND ETHICS COMMITTEE 
 
19.1  Election of Members 
 

The Chairman mentions that Council must elect five (5) members among the elected 
Commissioners. 
 
Nominations: 
 
Mrs. Angela Mancini nominated Dr. Syd Wise, Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco, Mrs. Angela Mancini, 
Ms. Patricia Lattanzio and Mr. Joe Ortona. 
 
Mr. Agostino Cannavino nominated Mr. Joseph Lalla and Mr. Julien Feldman. 
 
Mr. Julien Feldman nominated Mr. Mordechai Antal. 
 
All nominated Commissioners accepted. 
 
It was moved by Mr. Mordechai Antal and unanimously resolved that nominations cease. 
 
Dr. Syd Wise, Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco, Mrs. Angela Mancini, Ms. Patricia Lattanzio and Mr. 
Joe Ortona were elected by majority vote, having all received 8 votes. (Mr. Agostino 
Cannavino, Mr. Joseph Lalla and Mr. Julien Feldman each received 3 votes). 

 
 Resolution #14-11-17-19.1 

 
19.2  Election of Chairman 
 

Nominations: 
 
Mrs. Angela Mancini nominated Mr. Joe Ortona. 
 
It was unanimously resolved that nominations cease. 
 
Mr. Joe Ortona was unanimously elected CHAIRMAN OF THE GOVERNANCE AND 
ETHICS COMMITTEE. 
   
VOTE:   (11-0-0) 

Resolution #14-11-17-19.2 
 
19.3  Election of Vice-Chairman 
 

Nominations: 
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Mrs. Angela Mancini nominated Ms. Patricia Lattanzio. 
 
It was unanimously resolved that nominations cease. 
 
Ms. Patricia Lattanzio was unanimously elected VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE 
GOVERNANCE AND ETHICS COMMITTEE. 
   
VOTE:   (11-0-0) 

Resolution #14-11-17-19.3 
 

20.  DISPOSAL OF BALLOTS 
 
Item not required. 
 

21.  SCHEDULE OF REGULAR PUBLIC MEETINGS OF THE BOARD 
 
Document presented - By-Law No. 1.  
 
The above-noted documentation was received for purposes of information. 
 

22.  EXPRESSION OF THANKS TO OUTGOING COMMISSIONERS 
 
This item was deferred to the next Board meeting. 
 

23.  QUESTION PERIOD 
 
No questions were posed. 
 

24.  OTHER BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 

25.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
On motion of Ms. Patricia Lattanzio, the meeting was adjourned. 
 

  
 
 
 
Signed in Montreal, on ____________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



14 

 
 ………………………………………………. 

 Mrs. Angela Mancini 
Chairman 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  .................................................................  
 Me Nathalie Lauzière 

Secretary General 
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