
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE
ENGLISH MONTREAL SCHOOL BOARD 

 
 
A meeting of the English Montreal School Board was held in the Laurence Patterson Conference Room, 
6000 Fielding Avenue, on Wednesday, January 7, 2015 at 6:45 p.m. 
 
Commissioners Present 
 
 Mrs. Angela Mancini, Chairman
 Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco, Vice-Chairman
 Mr. Mordechai Antal 
 Mrs. Joanne Charron, Parent Commissioner
 Mr. Julien Feldman (Present at 7:30 p.m.)
 Mr. James Kromida   
 Mr. Joseph Lalla 
 Me Joe Ortona   
 Mr. Andrew Ross, Parent Commissioner  
 Dr. Syd Wise 
  
Absent Mr. Mario Bentrovato, Parent Commissioner
 Mr. Agostino Cannavino  
 Me Patricia Lattanzio  
 Mr. Rosario Ortona  
 Mr. Jason Trudeau, Parent Commissioner
  
Also Present Mr. R. A. Stocker, Director General
 Me N. Lauzière, Secretary General
 Mr. C. Della Rocca, Director of Adult Education and Vocational Services 
 Mrs. C. Denommée, Director of Human Resources 
 Mr. L. Di Filippo, Director of Information Technology Services
 Me B. Duhême, Director of Legal Services
 Mrs. A. Furfaro, Director of Pedagogical Services
 Mr. D. Hogue, Director of Material Resources
 Mr. L. Lewis, Director of Student Services
 Ms. L. Nassivera, Director of Financial Services
 Me M.C. Drouin, Assistant Director of Human Resources
 Mr. M. J. Cohen, Communications and Marketing Specialist 
 Ms. C. Colasessano, Administrative Technician, Secretariat
  
Invitees Mr. F. Crocco, Analyst, School Organization (Present for item # 2)

Mrs. R. Fuoco, Manager, School Organization (Present for item # 3) 
Mr. M. Argiropoulos, Assistant Director of AEVS; Mrs. A. Villalta, Assistant Director of 
Pedagogical Services; Ms. J. René de Cotret, Assistant Director of Student Services; Mr. G. 
Abisdris and Mrs. L. Zielinski, Consultants, Pedagogical Services; Ms. M. Aubin and Ms. 
D. Leibovici, Consultants, Student Services (Present for item # 4)  

 
Approximately five members of the public were in attendance.
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1. NOTICE OF MEETING 

 
It was reported that the notice calling this special meeting had been forwarded to all Members of the 
Council of Commissioners on December 18, 2014. 

 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE LONG RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE  

 
Closure and Relocation of Programs of Options I High School to Options II High School and 
Venture High School 
 
WHEREAS the Board’s network of schools and centres, as detailed in the Three-Year Plan, is subject 
to review on an annual basis; 
 
WHEREAS the Long Range Planning Committee has reviewed the Plan and has made specific 
recommendations concerning major school change for 2015-16; 
 
WHEREAS following the review process, the Board, at a meeting held on March 26, 2014, adopted 
resolution #14-03-26-6A.2 giving notice of intent to the principal of Options I High School, Options 
II High School, Venture High School and Elizabeth High School; 
 
WHEREAS the Principal and the Governing Boards of the aforementioned schools affected by the 
resolution of intent, the Advisory Committee on Special Education Services, the Central Parents’ 
Committee, the City of Montreal and its affected Borough South-West, were invited to submit a brief 
with the option to additionally speak to their views on the matter at a hearing (public meeting) held 
on December 3, 2014; 
 
WHEREAS subsequent to the hearing and after further review of the responses from the consultative 
partners, recommendations have been submitted by the Long Range Planning Committee; 
 
It was moved by MR. JOSEPH LALLA AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED, as recommended by 
the Long Range Planning Committee: 
 
THAT Options I High School close and the related services and program currently offered for 
Secondary Cycle 2 Year 1 (Secondary 3/Grade 9) at Options I High School be relocated to Venture 
High School, and 
 
THAT Venture High School continue to offer Secondary Cycle 1 and Secondary Cycle 2 Year 1 
(Secondary 1, 2 and 3/Grade 7, 8 and 9), and 
 
THAT the related services and program currently offered for Secondary Cycle 2 Year 2 (Secondary 
4/Grade 10) at Options I High School be relocated to Options II High School, and 
 
THAT Options II High School continue to offer Secondary Cycle 2 year 2 and 3 (Secondary 4 and 
5/Grade 10 and 11), and 
 
THAT the Alternative to Suspension Program will continue to be offered by the Boys and Girls Club 
of LaSalle for the West end and by Don Bosco Youth Leadership Centre in the East end, and 
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THAT the proposed changes will provide better services for students and a more efficient and 
effective approach to the use of resources within the Outreach Network, and 
 
THAT renovations to the gymnasium be carried out by September 2015, and 
 
THAT Options II High School be named as Options High School, and 
 
THAT the Deed of Establishment for Options II High School, Venture High School and Elizabeth 
High School be modified for July 1, 2015, and 
 
THAT the Deed of Establishment for Options I High School be revoked for July 1, 2015. 
 
VOTE:  7-0-0  

Resolution # 15-01-07-2 
 

3. DAYCARE SERVICES DURING MARCH BREAK 2015
 
WHEREAS on November 27, 2013, at the regular meeting of the Council of Commissioners, 
concerns were expressed about closing BASE Daycare Services on the pedagogical day in November 
(QPAT Conference), Federal and Provincial Election Days and March Break;  
 
WHEREAS on December 18, 2013, at the Special meeting of the Council of Commissioners, a report 
was provided on BASE daycare services where it outlined the possibility of offering services during 
the pedagogical day in November (QPAT Conference), Federal and Provincial Election Days and 
March Break; 
 
WHEREAS a survey to parents was sent on April 28, 2014 regarding BASE Daycare Services during 
March break, and a total of 735 parents indicated interest for the service; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. JOSEPH ORTONA AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT during 
the March Break 2015, the Council of Commissioners authorize:  
 
(1) BASE Daycare Services be offered in points of service (maximum of six);   
 
(2) A minimum of 40 registered students per day for a total of 200 students for the week is required 

to offer the BASE Daycare Service in a point of service;  
 
(3) BASE Daycare Services’ daily fee will be $25.00 per child, including $14.60 base fee as per the 

MELS budgetary parameters, and an activity fee of $10.40 per day; 
 
(4) Where necessary, the EMSB will provide additional educational services based on the individual 

evaluation of the abilities and needs of the students and on the available human and financial 
resources; 

 
(5) The School Board will absorb the additional cost incurred for caretakers; 
 
(6) EMSB schools will distribute letters to parents on Thursday, January 8, 2015; 
 
(7) Parents will have until Wednesday, January 21, 2015 to register their child(ren) and submit 
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payment in full;  
 
(8) The opening of the points of service is conditional on the number of students registered and/or the 

available personnel required, therefore, parents will receive notice no later than February 6, 2015 
if the points of service will be operational. 

 
VOTE:  7-0-0  
 

Resolution # 15-01-07-3 
 

4. EMSB/MELS PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT 
 
A presentation was made by Mr. M. Argiropoulos, Mr. G. Abisdris, Ms. M. Aubin, Ms. D. Leibovici, 
Ms. Julie René de Cotret, Mrs. Anna Villalta, and Mrs. L. Zielinski who spoke to the objectives of 
the Partnership Agreement from the perspective of their dossier. 
 

Dr. S. Wise left the meeting at 9:03 p.m. 
 
Mr. J. Kromida left the meeting at 9:34 p.m. 
 
5. QUESTION PERIOD

 
No questions were posed. 
 

7. ADJOURNMENT 
 
On motion of Mr. Joseph Lalla, the meeting was adjourned at 9:34 p.m. 
 

  
 
 
 
Signed in Montreal, on ____________________________ 
 
 
 
 

 ………………………………………………. 
 Mrs. Angela Mancini 

Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 

  ..................................................................  
 Me Nathalie Lauzière 

Secretary General 
 


