
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
ENGLISH MONTREAL SCHOOL BOARD 

 
 
A special meeting of the English Montreal School Board was held in the Laurence Patterson Conference 
Room, 6000 Fielding Avenue, on Wednesday, April 9, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Commissioners 
 
 Present: Mrs. Angela Mancini, Chairman 

Mr. Rocco Barbieri 
Mr. Mario Bentrovato (Parent Commissioner) 
Mrs. Rosa Cerrelli 
Mr. Julien Feldman 
Mr. Marvin Helfenbaum 
Mrs. Ellie Israel 
Mrs. Liz Leaman 
Mrs. Ann Marie Matheson 
Mr. Albert Perez 
Mr. Bernie Praw 
Mrs. Ginette Sauvé-Frankel 
Mr. Frank Verrillo (present via telephone) 
Mrs. Anne Williams 
Mrs. Patricia Willis (Parent Commissioner) 
 

Absent:  Mr. Agostino Cannavino 
Mr. Frank Di Cesare 
Mr. Ted Donnini 
Mr. James Kromida 
Mr. Joseph Lalla 
Mr. Richard Lalonde 
Ms. Patricia R. Lattanzio 
Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco, Vice-Chairman 
Mr. Dominic Spiridigliozzi 
Dr. Syd Wise 
 

Also Present Mr. R. A. Stocker, Director General 
Mr. A. Marino, Deputy Director General, Administration Division 
Ms. P. Miniaci, Deputy Director General, Education Division 1 
Ms. R. Medwid, Deputy Director General, Education Division 2 
Miss J. Bisbikos, Secretary General/Director of Archives 
Mrs. A. Furfaro, Director of Pedagogical Services 
Mrs. C. Denommée, Director of Human Resources 
Mr. C. Della Rocca, Director of Adult Education and Vocational Services 
Mr. L. Lewis, Director of Student Services 
Ms. L. Nassivera, Director of Financial Services 
Mr. D. Hogue, Director of Material Resources 
Mr. L. Di Filippo, Director of Information Technology Services 
Mrs. A. Watson, Assistant Director of Human Resources 
Mrs. M.-C. Drouin, Assistant Director of Human Resources 
Miss A. Galanogeorgos, Assistant Director of Pedagogical Services 
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Ms. A. Villalta, Assistant Director of Pedagogical Services 
Mrs. D. Cesta, Assistant Director of Student Services 
Ms. J. René de Cotret, Assistant Director of Student Services 
Mr. L. Harvey, Assistant Director of School Organization 
Mr. G. Alexiou, Assistant Director of Financial Services 
Mr. C. Spyridakos, Assistant Director of Material Resources 

 
Observers from Consultative Groups 

 
Nil. 
 

No members of the public were in attendance. 
 
In the absence of Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco, Mrs. Anne-Marie Matheson acted as Vice-Chairman for the 
meeting. 
 
1. NOTICE OF MEETING 

 
It was reported that the notice calling this special meeting had been forwarded to all 
Members of the Council of Commissioners via email and eDocs. 
 

2. IN CAMERA SESSION 
 
2.1 Motion to move in Camera 

 
IT WAS MOVED BY MRS. LIZ LEAMAN AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED 
THAT the Council move in camera at 7:45 p.m. 
 
VOTE:  13-0-0  (Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. T. Donnini, Mr. J. Kromida, 

Mr. J. Lalla, Mr. R. Lalonde, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mrs. S. Lo Bianco, 
Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi, Dr. S. Wise absent) 

 
2.2 Equilibrium Plan 

 
Item discussed in camera. 
 

2.3 Estimated Enrolment for 2014-15 – Youth Sector 
 
Item discussed in camera. 
 

2.4 Staffing Plans for Support Personnel and Professionals for 2013-14 
 
Item discussed in camera. 
 

2.4A RECESS 
 
The Chairman declared a recess at 10:30 p.m. 
 
Mr. F. Verrillo left the meeting. 
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2.4B RETURN TO MEETING 

 
The Chairman reconvened the public meeting at 10:40 p.m. 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MRS. LIZ LEAMAN AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT the 
meeting continue past 10:30 p.m. 
 
VOTE:  12-0-0  (Mr. F. Verrillo not present for vote; Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. T. 

Donnini, Mr. J. Kromida, Mr. J. Lalla, Mr. R. Lalonde, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, 
Mrs. S. Lo Bianco, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi, Dr. S. Wise absent) 

 
 Resolution #14-04-09-2.4B.1 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY MRS. LIZ LEAMAN AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT 
Council move back in camera for further discussion. 

 
VOTE:  12-0-0  (Mr. F. Verrillo not present for vote; Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. T. 

Donnini, Mr. J. Kromida, Mr. J. Lalla, Mr. R. Lalonde, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, 
Mrs. S. Lo Bianco, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi, Dr. S. Wise absent) 

 
 Resolution #14-04-09-2.4B.2 
 

3. RETURN TO PUBLIC SESSION AND ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS FROM IN CAMERA 
SESSION 
 
The Chairman reconvened the meeting at 11:35 p.m. and the following action was taken. 
 
3.1 Staffing Plans for Support Personnel and Professionals for 2013-14  (Item #2.4 on 

Agenda) 
 
Document presented - Draft resolution. 
 
WHEREAS the MELS budget rules and funding parameters have not been received for 
the 2014-15 fiscal year as of April 9, 2014; 
 
WHEREAS budget orientations and other documentation were presented at a Special 
Board meeting dealing with the budget building process for 2014-15; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MRS. LIZ LEAMAN AND RESOLVED THAT the Director 
General proceed according to the orientations communicated during the in camera 
session regarding the Staffing Plans for 2014-15. 
 
VOTE:  9-2-1  (Mrs. A. Mancini, Mrs. A. M. Matheson dissented; Mrs. G. Sauvé-Frankel 

abstained; Mr. F. Verrillo not present for vote; Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. F. 
Di Cesare, Mr. T. Donnini, Mr. J. Kromida, Mr. J. Lalla, Mr. R. Lalonde, 
Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mrs. S. Lo Bianco, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi, Dr. S. 
Wise absent) 

 
 Resolution #14-04-09-3-2.4 
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3.2 Equilibrium Plan  (Item #2.2 on Agenda) 
 

 
Document presented - Agenda Submission Form from Ms. L. 

Nassivera, with accompanying documentation 
and draft resolution. 

 
WHEREAS the MELS budget rules and funding parameters have not been received for 
the 2014-15 fiscal year as of April 9, 2014; 
 
WHEREAS budget orientations and other documentation were presented at a Special 
Board meeting dealing with the budget building process for 2014-15; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. ALBERT PEREZ AND RESOLVED THAT the Director 
General proceed according to the orientations communicated during the in camera 
session. 
 
VOTE:  11-1-0  (Mr. A. Perez dissented; Mr. F. Verrillo not present for vote; Mr. A. 

Cannavino, Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. T. Donnini, Mr. J. Kromida, Mr. J. 
Lalla, Mr. R. Lalonde, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mrs. S. Lo Bianco, Mr. D. 
Spiridigliozzi, Dr. S. Wise absent) 

 
 Resolution #14-04-09-3-2.2 
 
Mr. Albert Perez stated that the Board is grossly underfunded and hopes that the newly 
elected Liberal government and the soon-to-be named Education Minister will fund the 
Board appropriately. 
 
The Director General thanked the Directors and Assistant Directors for the work 
conducted in preparing for this meeting. 
 

4. QUESTION PERIOD 
 
Nil. 
 
 

5. ADJOURNMENT 
 
On motion of Mrs. Anne Williams, the meeting was adjourned at 11:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

  ................................................................  
 Chairman 

 
 
 

  ................................................................  
 Secretary General 


