
 

 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
ENGLISH MONTREAL SCHOOL BOARD 

 
 
A special meeting of the English Montreal School Board was held in the Laurence Patterson Conference 
Room, 6000 Fielding Avenue, on Tuesday, July 9, 2013 at 7:40 p.m. 
 
Commissioners 
 
 Present: Mr. Rocco Barbieri 

Mrs. Angie Bertone (Parent Commissioner) 
Mrs. Rosa Cerrelli 
Mr. Frank Di Cesare 
Mr. Ted Donnini 
Mr. Marvin Helfenbaum 
Mrs. Ellie Israel 
Mr. James Kromida 
Mr. Joseph Lalla 
Mr. Richard Lalonde 
Mrs. Liz Leaman 
Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco, Vice-Chairman 
Mrs. Angela Mancini, Chairman 
Mr. Bernie Praw 
Mrs. Ginette Sauvé-Frankel 
Mrs. Anne Williams 
Mrs. Patricia Willis (Parent Commissioner) 
Dr. Syd Wise 
 

Absent: Mr. Agostino Cannavino 
Mr. Julien Feldman 
Ms. Patricia R. Lattanzio 
Mrs. Anne Marie Matheson 
Mr. Albert Perez 
Mr. Dominic Spiridigliozzi 
Mr. Frank Verrillo 
 

Also Present Mr. R. A. Stocker, Director General 
Mr. A. Marino, Deputy Director General, Administrative Division 
Miss J. Bisbikos, Secretary General/Director of Archives 
Me B. Duhême, Director of Legal Services 
Mr. C. Spyridakos, Assistant Director of Buildings and Grounds 

  
Observers from Consultative Groups 
 

Nil. 
 
No members of the public were in attendance. 
 
1. NOTICE OF MEETING 

 
It was reported that the notice calling this special meeting had been forwarded to all Members of 
the Council of Commissioners on July 5, 2013 via email and via eDocs. 
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2. IN CAMERA SESSION 
 
2.1 Motion to move in Camera 

 
IT WAS MOVED BY MRS. LIZ LEAMAN AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT 
Council move in camera at 7:45 p.m. 
 
VOTE:  15-0-0  (Mrs. S. Lo Bianco not present for vote; Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. J. 

Feldman, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mrs. A. M. Matheson, Mr. A. Perez, Mr. 
D. Spiridigliozzi, Mr. F. Verrillo absent) 

 
 Resolution #13-07-09-2.1 
 

3. RETURN TO PUBLIC SESSION AND ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS 
 
The Chairman reconvened the meeting at 11:00 p.m. and the following action was taken. 
 
3.1 IT WAS MOVED BY MR. RICHARD LALONDE AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED 

THAT the meeting continue past  10:30 p.m. 
 

VOTE:  14-0-0  (Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mrs. L. Leaman not present for vote; Mr. A. Cannavino, 
Mr. J. Feldman, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mrs. A. M. Matheson, Mr. A. 
Perez, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi, Mr. F. Verrillo absent) 

 
  Resolution #13-07-09-3.1 

 
3.2 Dismissal of Employee (Item #2.2 on Agenda) 

 
Document presented - Item Submission Form dated July 4, 2013 from 

Mr. A. Marino, Deputy Director General. Draft 
resolution submitted at meeting. 

 
WHEREAS Employee #424 534 230 was formally suspended with pay from her/his duties 
on June 19, 2013 in accordance with Clause 10.6 of the Local Management Policy 
applicable to the Association of Quebec School Board Administrators; 
 
WHEREAS the appropriate investigation has been conducted; 
 
WHEREAS the employee and the association have been informed by written notice of the 
termination of employment for Employee #424 534 230; 
 
WHEREAS it has been confirmed that the reasons for termination include gross 
negligence, insubordination, lack of performance and lack of communication in the 
performance of her/his duties and responsibilities; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MRS. ANNE WILLIAMS AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED 
THAT in accordance with Clause 10.7.1 of the Local Management Policy applicable to the 
Association of Quebec School Board Administrators, the employment between the English 
Montreal School Board and Employee #424 534 230 be terminated immediately, effective 
July 9, 2013. 
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VOTE:  13-1-0 (Mr. J. Kromida dissented; Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mrs. L. Leaman not present 
for vote; Mr. A.Cannavino, Mr. J. Feldman, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mrs. A. 
M. Matheson, Mr. A. Perez, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi, Mr. F. Verrillo absent) 

 
 Resolution #13-07-09-3-2.2 
 

3.3 Appointment of Director of Human Resources (Item #2.3 on Agenda) 
 

Document presented - Item Submission Form from Mr. A. Marino, 
Deputy Director General.  Draft resolution 
submitted at meeting. 

 
WHEREAS there is a need for the Board to appoint a Director of Human Resources; 
 
WHEREAS the position of Director of Human Resources was advertised both internally 
and externally; 
 
WHEREAS five (5) candidates were retained for an interview by the Selection Committee; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. BERNIE PRAW AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT 
Mrs. Christine Denommée, Assistant Director of Pedagogical Services, be appointed 
Director of Human Resources (Class 11), effective start date to be established jointly 
between administration and the candidate, terms and conditions of employment to be in 
accordance with Board policy and the Conditions of Employment of Senior Staff of School 
Boards and of the Comité de gestion de la taxe scolaire de l’île de Montréal.  
 
VOTE:  14-0-0 (Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mrs. L. Leaman not present for vote; Mr. A. Cannavino, 

Mr. J. Feldman, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mrs. A. M. Matheson, Mr. A. 
Perez, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi, Mr. F. Verrillo absent) 

 
 Resolution #13-07-09-3-2.3 
 

3.4 Appointment of Assistant Director of Human Resources (Item #2.4 on Agenda) 
 
Document presented - Item Submission Form from Mr. A. Marino, 

Deputy Director General, with accompanying 
draft resolution. 

 
WHEREAS there is a need for the Board to appoint an Assistant Director of Human 
Resources; 
 
WHEREAS the position of Assistant Director of Human Resources was advertised both 
internally and externally; 
 
WHEREAS four (4) candidates were retained for an interview by the Selection Committee 
on July 8, 2013; 
 
WHEREAS the Selection Committee has identified a candidate of first choice; 
 
WHEREAS employment references, academic checks and other verifications are required 
prior to appointing a candidate; 
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WHEREAS it would be in the best interest of the Board to appoint a candidate prior to the 
August 28, 2013 Board meeting; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. JOSEPH LALLA AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED 
THAT authorization be granted to the Director General to appoint the candidate of first 
choice as Assistant Director of Human Resources, conditional on obtaining favorable 
results following the required employment and academic verifications, effective start date 
to be established jointly between administration and the candidate. 
 
IT WAS FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the appointment of the Assistant Director of 
Human Resources be ratified at the August 28, 2013 Board meeting. 
 
VOTE:  14-0-0 (Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. J. Feldman, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mrs. A. M. 

Matheson, Mr. A. Perez, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi, Mr. F. Verrillo absent) 
 
 Resolution #13-07-09-3-2.4 

 
3.5 Awarding of Contracts re - 

 
3.5.1 Dalkeith School – Asphalt Paving Project (Parking Area) (Item #2.5.1 on Agenda) 

 
Document presented - Item Submission Form from Mr. C. Spyridakos, 

Assistant Director of Buildings and Grounds, 
with accompanying documentation. 

 
WHEREAS the Buildings and Grounds Department proceeded with a public tender 
for the Asphalt Paving (Parking Area) Project at Dalkeith School; 
 
WHEREAS the bids received were opened at the appointed time; 
 
WHEREAS the engineer in charge of the project effected the bid analysis and 
recommended that the contract be awarded to the lowest bidder who conformed 
with the tender documents; 
 
WHEREAS the Assistant Director of Buildings and Grounds supports the 
recommendation; 
 
WHEREAS pursuant to Article 8 of By-Law No. 2, the awarding of a 
construction/renovation contract in excess of $25,000 is subject to the approval of 
the Executive Committee; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. TED DONNINI AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED 
THAT the contract for the Dalkeith School – Asphalt Paving (Parking Area) 
Project be awarded to the lowest bidder who conformed to the tender documents in 
the following order, should the first and/or second bidders refuse the mandate: 
 
Order Contractor Amount of Bid (taxes incl.) 
 
1. Salvex Inc. $ 281,688.75 
2. Les Entrepreneurs Bucaro Inc. $ 316.833.74 
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IT WAS FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Board Administrators be authorized 
to take any action necessary, including legal action, in order to protect the best 
interests of the Board with regard to any refusal by a bidder to sign a contract 
according to the terms of the tender documents; 
 
IT WAS STILL FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Director General or a Deputy 
Director General be authorized to sign the pertinent documents on behalf of the 
Board. 
 
VOTE:  14-0-0  (Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mrs. L. Leaman not present for vote; Mr. A. 

Cannavino, Mr. J. Feldman, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mrs. A. M. 
Matheson, Mr. A. Perez, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi, Mr. F. Verrillo 
absent) 

 
 Resolution #13-07-09-3-2.5.1 
 
3.5.2 Sinclair Laird School – Asphalt Paving Project (Playground) (Item #2.5.2 on 
 Agenda) 

 
Document presented - Item Submission Form from Mr. C. Spyridakos, 

Assistant Director of Buildings and Grounds, 
with accompanying documentation. 

 
WHEREAS the Buildings and Grounds Department proceeded with a public tender 
for the Asphalt Paving (Playground) Project at Sinclair Laird School; 
 
WHEREAS the bids received were opened at the appointed time; 
 
WHEREAS the engineer in charge of the project effected the bid analysis and 
recommended that the contract be awarded to the lowest bidder who conformed 
with the tender documents; 
 
WHEREAS the Assistant Director of Buildings and Grounds supports the 
recommendation; 
 
WHEREAS pursuant to Article 8 of  By-Law No. 2, the awarding of a 
construction/renovation contract in excess of $25,000 is subject to the approval of 
the Executive Committee; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MRS. ROSA CERRELLI AND UNANIMOUSLY 
RESOLVED THAT the contract for the Sinclair Laird School – Asphalt Paving 
(Playground) Project be awarded to the following bidder who conformed to the 
tender documents:  
 

Contractor Amount of Bid (taxes incl.) 
 

Salvex Inc. $ 183,960.00 
 
IT WAS FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Board Administrators be authorized 
to take any action necessary, including legal action, in order to protect the best 
interests of the Board with regard to any refusal by a bidder to sign a contract 
according to the terms of the tender documents. 
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IT WAS STILL FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Director General or a Deputy 
Director General be authorized to sign the pertinent documents on behalf of the 
Board. 
 
VOTE:  14-0-0  (Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mrs. L. Leaman not present for vote; Mr. A. 

Cannavino, Mr. J. Feldman, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mrs. A. M. 
Matheson, Mr. A. Perez, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi, Mr. F. Verrillo 
absent) 

 
 Resolution #13-07-09-3-2.5.2 
 
3.5.3 Coronation School – Masonry Repairs Project (Item #2.5.3 on Agenda) 
 

Document presented - Item Submission Form from Mr. C. Spyridakos, 
Assistant Director of Buildings and Grounds, 
with accompanying documentation. 

 
WHEREAS the Buildings and Grounds Department proceeded with a public tender 
for the Masonry Repairs Project at Coronation School; 
 
WHEREAS the bids received were opened at the appointed time; 
 
WHEREAS the architect in charge of the project effected the bid analysis and 
recommended that the contract be awarded to the lowest bidder who conformed 
with the tender documents; 
 
WHEREAS the Assistant Director of Buildings and Grounds supports the 
recommendation; 
 
WHEREAS pursuant to Article 8 of By-Law No. 2, the awarding of a 
construction/renovation contract in excess of $25,000 is subject to the approval of 
the Executive Committee; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MRS. GINETTE SAUVÉ-FRANKEL AND 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT the contract for the Coronation School - 
Masonry Repairs Project be awarded to the lowest bidder who conformed to the 
tender documents in the following order, should the first and/or second bidders 
refuse the mandate:  

 
Order Contractor Amount of Bid (taxes incl.) 

 
1. Maçonnerie Pro - Conseil Inc. $ 139,228.98 
2. 9114-6381 Québec Inc. Fars Construction $ 155,158.76 

 PDN et fils Inc. 
3. M.C. Rainville Inc. $ 163,458.07 
 
IT WAS FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Board Administrators be authorized 
to take any action necessary, including legal action, in order to protect the best 
interests of the Board with regard to any refusal by a bidder to sign a contract 
according to the terms of the tender documents. 
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IT WAS STILL FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Director General or a Deputy 
Director General be authorized to sign the pertinent documents on behalf of the 
Board. 
 
VOTE:  14-0-0  (Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mrs. L. Leaman not present for vote; Mr. A. 

Cannavino, Mr. J. Feldman, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mrs. A. M. 
Matheson, Mr. A. Perez, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi, Mr. F. Verrillo 
absent) 

 
 Resolution #13-07-09-3-2.5.3 

  
4. Budget Building Process 2013-14 – Request to Ministry of Education 

 
Document presented - Draft Resolution. 
 
WHEREAS the English Montreal School Board has diligently undertaken a budget building 
process; 
 
WHEREAS despite the best efforts at reducing costs, keeping in mind the primary requirement of 
providing a quality education to its students, there remains a budget deficit of $3,140,685; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MRS. GINETTE SAUVÉ-FRANKEL AND UNANIMOUSLY 
RESOLVED THAT, as recommended by the Finance and Legislation Committee, the Council of 
Commissioners request from the Ministry of Education, Recreation and Sports, an additional 
funding of $3,140,685 (three million one hundred forty thousand, six hundred eighty-five dollars) 
in order to balance its budget for the 2013-14 school session. 
 
VOTE:  13-0-0 (Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. J. Lalla, Mrs. L. Leaman not present for vote; Mr. A. 

Cannavino, Mr. J. Feldman, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mrs. A. M. Matheson, Mr. A. 
Perez, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi, Mr. F. Verrillo absent) 

 
 Resolution #13-07-09-4 
 

5. Question Period 
 
 Nil. 

 
6. ADJOURNMENT 

 
On motion of Mr. Richard Lalonde, the meeting was adjourned at 11:10 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

  ................................................................  
 Chairman 

 
 
 

  ................................................................  
 Secretary General 


