
 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
ENGLISH MONTREAL SCHOOL BOARD 

 
 
A regular meeting of the English Montreal School Board was held in the Laurence Patterson 
Conference Room, 6000 Fielding Avenue, on Wednesday, January 30, 2013 at 4:15 p.m. 
 

Commissioners 
Present: Mrs. Angela Mancini, Chairman 
 Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco, Vice-Chairman 
 Mr. Rocco Barbieri 
 Mrs. Rosa Cerrelli 
 Mr. Frank Di Cesare 
 Mr. Ted Donnini 
 Mr. Julien Feldman 
 Mr. Marvin Helfenbaum (present by telephone) 
 Mrs. Ellie Israel 
 Mr. Joseph Lalla 
 Mr. Richard Lalonde 
 Mrs. Liz Leaman 
 Mrs. Ann Marie Matheson 
 Mr. Albert Perez 
 Mr. Bernie Praw 
 Mrs. Ginette Sauvé-Frankel 
 Mr. Frank Verrillo  
 Mrs. Anne Williams 
 Dr. Syd Wise 
  
Absent: Mrs. Angie Bertone (Parent Commissioner) 
 Mr. Agostino Cannavino  
 Mr. James Kromida 
 Ms. Patricia R. Lattanzio  
 Mr. Dominic Spiridigliozzi  
 Mrs. Patricia Willis (Parent Commissioner) 
  
Also Present: Mr. R. A. Stocker, Director General 
 Mr. A. Marino, Deputy Director General – Administration Division and Director 

of Financial Services 
 Ms. R. Medwid, Deputy Director General – Education Division 2 
 Ms. P. Miniaci, Deputy Director General – Education Division 1 
 Miss J. Bisbikos, Secretary General/Director of Archives 
 Mr. C. Della Rocca, Director of Adult Education and Vocational Services 
 Mr. L. Di Filippo, Director of Information Technology Services 
 Me B. Duhême, Director of Legal Services 
 Mrs. A. Furfaro, Director of Pedagogical Services 
 Mr. L. Lewis, Director of Student Services 
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 Mr. J. Nicolopoulos, Director of Buildings and Grounds 
 Mrs. A. Watson, Interim Director of Human Resources 
 Mr. M. J. Cohen, Communications and Marketing Specialist 
 Ms. C. Colasessano, Administrative Technician, Secretariat 
  

Observers from Consultative Groups 
 
 Mrs. N. Audet, Association professionnelle du personnel administratif (APPA) 

 
Approximately ten members of the public were in attendance. 
 

1.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. FRANK VERRILLO AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT 
the agenda be approved as presented. 
 
VOTE:  18-0-0  (Mr. M. Helfenbaum not present for the vote; Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. J. Kromida, 

Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi absent)  
 

Resolution #13-01-30-1 
 

2.  IN CAMERA SESSION  
 
a) Motion to Move In Camera 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY MRS. ANN MARIE MATHESON AND UNANIMOUSLY 
RESOLVED THAT Council move in camera at 4:20 p.m. 

 
VOTE:  18-0-0  (Mr. M. Helfenbaum not present for the vote; Mrs. A. Bertone, Mr. A. 

Cannavino, Mr. J. Kromida, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi 
absent)  

Resolution #13-01-30-2 
 

b) Return To Public Session  
 

The Chairman reconvened the meeting at 7:40 p.m. 
 

2A. COMMISSIONER PARTICIPATION BY TELEPHONE 
 
Mr. Marvin Helfenbaum was present by telephone. 
 

3. ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS FROM IN CAMERA SESSION 
 
Collège Laurier (formerly Collège Rachel (Item 2.2 on Agenda) 
 
Document presented -  Memorandum dated January 17, 2013 from Mr. R. A. 
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Stocker, Director General, with accompanying 
documentation. 

 
WHEREAS by virtue of resolution #10-12-21-18A.2 the Council of Commissioners had given a 
mandate to the Director General to negotiate an out-of-court settlement with Collège Laurier; 
 
WHEREAS subsequently, by virtue of resolution #12-03-28-13.2, the Council of Commissioners 
had given a mandate to the Director General to continue to negotiate an out-of-court settlement 
with Collège Laurier concerning Legal Case Number 500-17-056653-101, the whole within the 
scope of the new terms and conditions presented in camera to the Council of Commissioners; 
 
WHEREAS an out-of-court settlement with Collège Laurier subsequently was reached by 
representatives of the English Montreal School Board (EMSB);  
 
WHEREAS one of the conditions of the out-of-court settlement was breached by Collège Laurier 
in December 2012, as outlined in documentation presented in camera to the Council of 
Commissioners; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. RICHARD LALONDE AND RESOLVED THAT the Director 
General of the EMSB be given the mandate to take any appropriate action regarding the present 
situation with Collège Laurier, the whole according to the terms and conditions discussed in 
camera with the Council of Commissioners. 
 
VOTE:  18-0-1  (Mr. M. Helfenbaum abstained; Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. J. Kromida, Ms. P. R. 

Lattanzio, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi absent) 
 
 Resolution #13-01-30-3.2.2 
 
Exchange of Immovables between the English Montreal School Board and the Commission 
scolaire de Montréal (Item 2.3 on Agenda) 
 
Document presented -  Memorandum dated January 24, 2013 from Mr. R. A. 

Stocker, Director General, with accompanying 
documentation. 

 
WHEREAS representatives of the Ministry of Education, Recreation and Sports have proposed the 
exchange of immovables between the English Montreal School Board (EMSB) and the 
Commission scolaire de Montréal (CSDM) in order to partially accommodate overcrowding in 
some of the CSDM’s schools; 
 
WHEREAS by virtue of resolution #12-09-05-2B-2.2, the Council of Commissioners of the 
EMSB approved the exchange of certain immovables between the EMSB and the CSDM; 
 
WHEREAS subsequently, representatives of the CSDM confirmed to the EMSB that a review of 
their needs required a withdrawal of interest in the EMSB immovable bearing BICS number 
887950 being the land situated on De Terrebonne Street adjacent to the former Somerled School; 
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WHEREAS representatives of the CSDM continue to express an interest in acquiring the 
immovable bearing BICS number 887026, also known as the former Coronation facility (now 
École des Nations), and having a standardized valuation of $7,660,872 and a municipal valuation 
of $7,093,400; 
 
WHEREAS representatives of the CSDM continue to express an interest in acquiring the 
immovable bearing BICS number 887120 also known as the former St. Brendan facility, and 
having a standardized valuation of $5,197,176 and a municipal valuation of $4,812,200; 
 
WHEREAS the aggregate standardized and municipal valuations of the EMSB immovables which 
are of interest to the CSDM total $12,858,048 and $11,905,600, respectively; 
 
WHEREAS an independent report has been recommissioned by the EMSB to assess and rank 
excess immovables owned by the CSDM for purposes of the revised property exchange and has 
identified eight (8) immovables as priority candidates; 
 
WHEREAS representatives of the EMSB have discussed the aforementioned eight (8) priority 
candidate immovables with representatives of the CSDM and of the Ministry of Education; 
 
WHEREAS the eight (8) candidate immovables owned by the CSDM have an aggregate 
standardized valuation and municipal valuation of $12,986,244 and $12,024,300, respectively 
 
WHEREAS representatives of the CSDM have expressed concern regarding three (3) of the eight 
(8) candidate immovables with respect to ongoing negotiations with third parties; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MRS. GINETTE SAUVÉ-FRANKEL AND UNANIMOUSLY 
RESOLVED THAT - 
 
a) the EMSB accept to transfer the former Coronation (BICS number 887026) and St. Brendan 

(BICS number 887120) facilities, having an aggregate standardized valuation and municipal 
valuation of $12,858,048 and $11,905,600, respectively; 

 
b) the EMSB request from the CSDM, in exchange for the aforementioned properties, the 

following immovables having an aggregate standardized valuation of $6,336,900 and 
municipal valuation of $5,867,500 - 

 
Standardized Municipal 

BICS # Address valuation valuation 
 

762043 3205 Boul. Saint-Joseph E. $1,732,104 $1,603,800 
762133 9845 Papineau $   963,576 $   892,200 
762134 1750 Saint-André $1,933,848 $1,790,600 
762136 10055 Papineau $   980,100 $   907,500 
762186 5655-5659 Chambord $   727,272 $   673,400 
 
c) the Director General be mandated to obtain information from representatives of the CSDM 
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with respect to the context related to the remaining three (3) candidate immovables in order to 
brief Council with regard to the suitability of same for purposes of acquisition from the 
CSDM; 

 
d) the said transfer be conditional upon receipt by the CSDM of the authorization of the Minister 

of Education, Recreation and Sports to exchange the immovables by mutual agreement; 
 
e) the said transfer be conditional upon the mutual agreement between the EMSB and the CSDM 

on the terms and conditions of such exchange of immovables, as well as the whole according 
to Section 8 of the Regulation respecting the norms, conditions and procedure for disposing of 
an immovable of a school board R.S.Q., c. I-13.3, r.7; 

 
IT WAS FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Chairman or Vice-Chairman of the Board and the 
Director General or the Deputy Director General - Administration be authorized to sign all 
documents and agreements pertaining to the transfer of the immovables. 
 
VOTE:  18-0-0  (Mrs. L. Leaman not present for vote; Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. J. Kromida, Ms. P. 

R. Lattanzio, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi absent) 
 
 Resolution #13-01-30-3.2.3 
 

4.  New French Portal - NousSommesBilingues 
 
Document presented - Letter dated January 18, 2013 from Mr. M. J. Cohen, 

Communications and Marketing Specialist. 
 
Mr. Cohen introduced the team responsible for the new French portal on the Board's website, Ms. 
Andrea Di Tomasso, Graphic Arts Technician, and Mr. Daniel Smajovitz, Social Media 
Technician.  He stated that the portal was conceived by the members of the EMSB Marketing 
Committee, in particular Mr. Albert Perez, as part of the campaign to promote the Board's 
excellent French programs during the Registration Period.  The launch of the portal took place at 
Gardenview School on January 16 with many members of the media present.  In speaking to the 
portal, Ms Di Tomasso reported that the site has received many hits from all over the world.  The 
Chairman congratulated the team and the initiative of the Marketing Committee. 
 

5.  Initial Question Period 
 
No questions posed. 
 

6.  ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MEETINGS HELD ON –  
 

 6.1 December 19, 2012 
  

IT WAS MOVED BY MRS. GINETTE SAUVÉ-FRANKEL AND RESOLVED THAT the 
minutes of the regular meeting of the Board held on December 19, 2012 be approved as 
presented. 
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VOTE:  18-0-1  (Mrs. L. Leaman abstained, Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. J. Kromida, Ms. P. R. 

Lattanzio, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi absent) 
 

Resolution #13-01-30-6.1 
6.2 January 24, 2013 

 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. BERNIE PRAW AND RESOLVED THAT the minutes of the 
regular meeting of the Board held on January 24, 2013 be approved as presented. 

 
VOTE:  16-0-3  (Mr. R. Barbieri, Mr. T. Donnini, Mrs. L. Leaman abstained, Mr. A. 

Cannavino, Mr. J. Kromida, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi 
absent) 

 
Resolution #13-01-30-6.2 

 
7  BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF MINUTES 

 
7.1 Proposed Revised By-Law No. 3 re Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct of 

Commissioners  
 

Document presented - Draft resolution    
 Revised By-Law No. 3 (2002) 
 
Mr. Frank Verrillo, Chairman of the Governance and Ethics Committee, stated that By-Law 
No. 3 had gone through extensive revision and recommended that it be accepted.  He also 
added that the Ethics Commissioner had reviewed the By-Law and was in agreement with 
the revisions. 
 
In the discussion that ensued, it was suggested that the following changes be included –  
 
• item 7.3.10 regarding the Powers and Functions of the Ethics Commissioner, add - 
 
 "The Ethics Commissioner will be asked to notify the Council of Commissioners if the 
 delay is longer than one month and to provide the reasons for the delay."  
 
• item 7.1.2 re Ethics Commissioner, add "Normally" at the beginning of the sentence. 
 
The following resolution was then adopted. 
 
WHEREAS in conformity with Sections 175.1, the Board had adopted By-Law No. 3 
establishing a code and professional conduct for commissioners by virtue of resolution #99-
01-27-3.2; 
 
WHEREAS in 2002 a Review Committee conducted a study of the Code of Ethics and a 
revised expanded by-law was approved by the Council of Commissioners (resolution #02-
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12-18-11); 
 
WHEREAS further revisions have been made to the aforementioned By-Law by the 
Governance and Ethics Committee; 
 
WHEREAS in accordance with Section 392 of the Education Act, a public notice of thirty 
(30) days is required prior to adoption of the revised By-Law; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. FRANK VERRILLO AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED 
THAT, as recommended by the Governance and Ethics Committee, there be approved Draft 
Revised By-Law No. 3 regarding the Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct for Members 
of the Council of Commissioners for purposes of consultation, as amended at the meeting. 
 
IT WAS FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a public notice of 30 days be given indicating the 
Board’s intent to adopt the revised By-Law. 
 
VOTE:  18-0-0  (Mrs. L. Leaman not present for vote; Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. J. Kromida, 

Ms. P.R. Lattanzio, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi absent) 
 
 Resolution #13-01-30-7.1 
 
7.2 Supreme Court Ruling on Dyslexia (Deferred Item)  
 

The Director General reported that in 2010, a class action suit was brought against a number 
of school boards in Quebec.  He stated that the legal department of the Ministry of 
Education had determined that the provisions of the Education Act respected the decision of 
the Supreme Court.  The EMSB subsequently had been dropped from this suit. 

 
7.3 PSBGM Cultural Heritage Foundation Resolutions 1981 
 

Mr. Julien Feldman requested copies of certain documents from the former Protestant School 
Board of Greater Montreal regarding the PSBGM Cultural Heritage Foundation and was 
asked to submit a written request. 
 
Mr. Bernie Praw, Commissioner and one of the Directors of the PSBGM Cultural Heritage 
Foundation, presented a history of the Foundation during which he elaborated on the 
establishment of the Foundation, itemized some of the paintings in the collection of 
Canadian art and how the Foundation undertook to sell the greater part of the collection with 
the view to establishing an endowment scholarship fund for the students of the EMSB.  He 
also stated that certain works of art will be donated to Canadian museums. 
 
Dr. Syd Wise, who is also a Director of the Foundation, emphasized that the PSBGM Cultural 
Heritage Foundation and the English Montreal School Board are two separate entities.  He elaborated 
further on the sale of the major part of the collection, the proceeds of which will benefit the students 
of the EMSB.  He stated that the EMSB, as the receiving partner of the Foundation, will be a 
collaborator in ensuring that a number of its students will benefit from the  proceeds of the sale for 
many years to come.  He also stated that, in his opinion, it was unfortunate that the goodwill and good 
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intentions of the Foundation had been misrepresented. 
 

At 8:45 p.m., IT WAS MOVED BY MR. BERNIE PRAW THAT Council move in camera.   
 
VOTE:  19-0-0  (Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. J. Kromida, Ms. P.R. Lattanzio, Mr. D. 

Spiridigliozzi absent) 
 

Resolution #13-01-30-7.3 
 
At 9:15 p.m., the Chairman reconvened the public session. 
 

Mr. F. Di Cesare left the meeting. 
 

 7.4 Palatucci Task Force update 
 
Dr. S. Wise, Chairman of the Palatucci Task Force, reported on a meeting that was held on 
January 16, 2013 and stated that a name for the school would be chosen after consultation 
with the Central Parents’ Committee. 
 

 The following resolution was then adopted. 
 

Naming of Proposed New School in Côte St. Luc - Consultation 
 
WHEREAS the Palatucci Task Force has proposed that a new special project high school be 
established in the Palatucci Facility for the 2014-15 school session (resolution #12-11-28-
7.3); 
 
WHEREAS a ‘Name the School’ contest took place recently; 
 
WHEREAS three names have been submitted for consideration in the naming of the 
proposed school; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY DR. SYD WISE AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT the 
following three names submitted for consideration in the naming of the proposed high school 
in Côte St. Luc be forwarded to the Central Parents’ Committee for purposes of consultation- 
 
 Raoul Wallenberg 
 Mordecai Richler 
 Irving Layton 
 
IT WAS FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Central Parents’ Committee forward its 
comments to the attention of the Palatucci Task Force after which a recommendation will be 
presented to the March 27 Board meeting. 

 
VOTE:  18-0-0  (Mr. F. Di Cesare not present for vote; Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. J. Kromida, 

Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi absent) 
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Resolution #13-01-30-7.4 
 
7.5 Any Other Business  

 
None. 
 

8.  BEREAVEMENTS - FORMER EMPLOYEES 
 
Document presented - Memorandum dated January 18, 2013 from Mr. M. J. Cohen, 

Communications and Marketing Specialist. 
 
8.1 Tribute to the Late William H. Ford - Former Regional Director 
 

WHEREAS the late William Herbert Ford began his career with The Protestant School 
Board of Greater Montreal in September 1951 and served the Board loyally until his 
retirement on June 30, 1986; 
 
WHEREAS during the course of his career with the former School Board, he served as 
Teacher, Vice-Principal, Principal, Superintendent of Student Services and from 1973 until 
his retirement in 1986 as Regional Director of Region 2; 
 
WHEREAS William H. Ford was a loyal and dedicated employee who served the PSBGM 
with integrity and dignity; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY DR. SYD WISE AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT the  
Board record its sorrow at the passing of William H. Ford on December 18, 2012 and that 
there be conveyed to his family the Board's expression of sympathy in the loss that they have 
sustained. 

 
 Resolution #13-01-30-8.1 
 
8.2 Former Employees 
 

WHEREAS the Board values the contribution made by its employees; 
 
WHEREAS the Board wishes to take official cognizance of the passing of any member of its 
large family of employees; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY DR. SYD WISE AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT the 
Board note with regret the passing of present and former employees that are listed below and 
that an expression of sympathy be sent to the bereaved families - 
 
Name Date of Retirement/ Date of Death 
 Resignation 
 
MACNAB, Wayne F. June 30, 1997 December 21, 2012 
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Principal 
PSBGM 
 
SHORT, Diane N. July 1, 1991 December 16, 2012 
Administrative Technician 
Secretariat 

 
 Resolution #13-01-30-8.2 
 

9.  REORGANIZATION OF PIVOT TEAM 
 
Document presented - Letter dated January 15, 2013 from Mme. P. Larocque, 

Directrice, Agence de la santé et des services sociaux de 
Montréal 

 
The Director General spoke to the letter from the Agence about the action undertaken in deploying 
the Pivot Team.  Following a request made by the Board, a meeting to show how the delivery of 
services will be guaranteed to our clientele will be held on March 15, 2013 and will be attended by 
EMSB representatives. 
 

10.  CENTRAL PARENTS’ COMMITTEE MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Document presented - Summary of a meeting of the Central Parents’ Committee 

held on January 10, 2013. 
 
The above-noted documentation was submitted for purposes of information. 
 

11.  QESBA MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Mr. Frank Verrillo asked Commissioners wishing to attend the Spring Conference to 
communicate their intentions.  The Order-In-Council on school board elections will be made 
public by mid-February. 
 

12.  COMITÉ DE GESTION DE LA TAXE SCOLAIRE DE L’ÎLE DE MONTRÉAL – MONTHLY 
REPORT 

 
Mr. Rocco Barbieri stated that the monthly meeting would be held the following day. 

 
12A. REVISED BY-LAW NO. 1 (2012) - SCHEDULE OF BOARD MEETINGS FOR 2012-13 

 
Document presented - Document dated January 25, 2013 from Miss J. Bisbikos, 

Secretary General/Director of Archives 
 
WHEREAS By-Law No. 1 (2012) setting the day, time and place of regular meetings of the 
Council of Commissioners  for the 2012-13 school session was approved by virtue of resolution 
#12-07-03-9.1; 
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WHEREAS an amendment was proposed to change the starting time of the said meetings from 
4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. (resolution #12-11-28-7.2.2); 
 
WHEREAS in accordance with Section 392 of the Education Act, public notice of 30 days has 
been given for Draft Revised By-Law No. 1 (2012); 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. ALBERT PEREZ AND RESOLVED THAT Revised By-Law No. 1 
(2012) which sets the day, time and place of regular meetings of the Council of Commissioners for 
school session 2012-13 be approved, as outlined in the documentation submitted to the meeting. 
 
VOTE:  10-7-0  (Mrs. S. Lo Bianco, Mrs. A. Mancini, Mrs. A. M. Matheson, Mr. B. Praw, Mrs. 

G. Sauvé-Frankel, Mr. F. Verrillo, Dr. S. Wise dissented; Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. M. 
Helfenbaum not present for vote; Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. J. Kromida, Ms. P. R. 
Lattanzio, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi absent) 

 
 Resolution #13-01-30-12A 
 

13.  Annual Report 2011-12 
 
Document presented - Letter dated January 21, 2013 from Mr. M. J. Cohen, 

Communications and Marketing Specialist. 
 
Mr. Cohen spoke to the Annual Report and stated that it will be placed on the Board’s website.  The 
Chairman invited Commissioners to submit suggestions about how the report may be presented in 
future. 
 
WHEREAS Section 220 of the Education Act states that every school board shall prepare an 
Annual Report giving the population in the territory an account of the implementation of its 
strategic plan and results obtained with regard to the goals and measurable objectives set out in the 
partnership agreement with the Minister of Education, Recreation and Sports (MELS); 
 
WHEREAS the said report shall also give an account to the Minister of the results obtained with 
regard to the directions and objectives of the strategic plan and the partnership agreement 
established by the MELS; 
 
WHEREAS the Board shall send a copy of the report to the Minister and make the report public; 
 
WHEREAS every school board must invite the public to an information meeting at least once a 
year, which could include a regular meeting of the Council of Commissioners; 
 
WHEREAS public notice specifying the date, time and place of the meeting must be given not less 
than 15 days before it is held; 
 
WHEREAS during the meeting, the Commissioners must present the content of the Annual Report 
provided for in Section 220 and respond to any questions concerning the report; 
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IT WAS MOVED BY MRS. ANNE WILLIAMS AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT 
the 2011-12 English Montreal School Board Annual Report be approved and that it be posted on 
the Board’s website in English and in French. 
 
IT WAS FURTHER RESOLVED THAT copies of the report be sent to the Ministry of Education, 
Recreation and Sports. 
 
VOTE:  17-0-0  (Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. M. Helfenbaum not present for vote; Mr. A. Cannavino, 

Mr. J. Kromida, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi absent) 
 
 Resolution #13-01-30-13 
 

14.  LONG RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE REQUEST FOR ORIENTATIONS 
 
Document presented - Letter dated January 21, 2013 from Ms. P. Miniaci, Deputy 

Director General, Education Division 1, with accompanying 
documentation. 

 
The Director General stated that following a meeting of the Long Range Planning Committee, two 
orientations are being presented to Council for consideration.  
 
After some discussion, the first orientation was then voted on. 
 
14.1 Long Range Planning Committee Request for Orientations – Schools with Enrolment Below 

200 Students 
 

WHEREAS the mandate of the Long Range Planning Committee of the English Montreal 
School Board, as per Long Range Policy Statement DG-12, is to continue development of 
the Three-Year Plan and to review this Plan on an annual basis, as well as to review 
periodically (minimum of once a year) and make recommendations regarding the 
consultation procedures for the implementation of the Three-Year Plan; 
 
WHEREAS the determination of broad orientations by the Council of Commissioners to 
guide the Long Range Planning Committee in its development of recommendations 
pertaining to the continued operation or closure of schools and centres that would take effect 
in the 2014-15 school year is deemed to be of value; 
 
WHEREAS specific proposals, if any, will be presented to the Council of Commissioners at 
a special or regular meeting of the Board to be held in March 2013 for the purpose of a 
consultation process as provided for under Article 212 of the Education Act; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. JOSEPH LALLA THAT the Long Range Planning Committee 
be instructed to specifically examine for the purpose of continued operation or closure, and 
acknowledge the fact that the EMSB should keep a minimum presence in key areas of its 
network to maintain its footprint regardless of the enrolment at the school, those schools 
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whose 2012-13 enrolment or whose forecasted enrolment by 2017-2018 is below 200 
students. 

 
VOTE:  1-16-0  (Mr. F. Verrillo voted in favour; Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. M. Helfenbaum not 

present for vote; Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. J. Kromida, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, 
Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi absent) 

 
MOTION DEFEATED. 
 
14.2 Long Range Planning Committee Request for Orientations – Facilitating the Strategic 

Orientation for AEVS 
 

It was moved by Mrs. Ginette Sauvé-Frankel that the Long Range Planning Committee be 
instructed to examine and acknowledge the fact that the EMSB should keep a minimum 
presence in key areas of its network to maintain its footprint regardless of the enrolment at 
the school, those schools that would facilitate the strategic orientation for AEVS. 
 
Mrs. Liz Leaman moved to amend the motion by replacing the word ‘closure’ with the word 
‘cohabitation’.  Following discussion, Mrs. Leaman withdrew her amendment.   
 
An amendment was then presented by Mrs. Ann Marie Matheson to remove the word 
‘closure’ and a vote was taken on the amendment. 
 
VOTE:  9-8-0  (Mrs. E. Israel, Mr. J. Lalla, Mr. R. Lalonde, Mrs. L. Leaman, Mrs. A. 

Mancini, Mr. F. Verrillo, Mrs. A. Williams, Dr. S. Wise dissented, Mr. A. 
Cannavino, Mr. J. Kromida, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi 
absent) 

 
Resolution #13-01-30-14.2.1 

 
The following resolution was then adopted. 
 
WHEREAS the mandate of the Long Range Planning Committee of the English Montreal School 
Board, as per Long Range Policy Statement DG-12, is to continue development of the Three-Year 
Plan and to review this Plan on an annual basis, as well as to review periodically (minimum of 
once a year) and make recommendations regarding the consultation procedures for the 
implementation of the Three-Year Plan; 
 
WHEREAS the determination of broad orientations by the Council of Commissioners to guide the 
Long Range Planning Committee in its development of recommendations pertaining to the 
continued operation or closure of schools and centres that would take effect in the 2014-15 school 
year is deemed to be of value; 
 
WHEREAS specific proposals, if any, will be presented to the Council of Commissioners at a 
special or regular meeting of the Board to be held in March 2013 for the purpose of a consultation 
process as provided for under Article 212 of the Education Act; 
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IT WAS MOVED BY MRS. GINETTE SAUVÉ-FRANKEL AND RESOLVED THAT, as 
amended at the meeting, the Long Range Planning Committee be instructed to specifically 
examine for the purpose of relocation, and acknowledge the fact that the EMSB should keep a 
minimum presence in key areas of its network to maintain its footprint regardless of the enrolment 
at the school, those schools that would facilitate the strategic orientation for AEVS. 
 
VOTE:  15-0-1  (Mr. F. Verrillo abstained; Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. M. Helfenbaum, Mr. B. Praw 

not present for vote; Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. J. Kromida, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mr. 
D. Spiridigliozzi absent) 

 
 Resolution #13-01-30-14.2.2 
 

15.  Maintenance or Closure of Schools/Centres – Proposed Revised Policy 
 
Document presented - Letter dated January 24, 2013 from Ms. P. Miniaci, Deputy 

Director General, Education Division 1, with accompanying 
documentation. 

 
Ms. Miniaci spoke to the revisions made to the policy. 
 
Mr. Julien Feldman moved to amend #8 of the policy to read ‘at a public consultation meeting 
allow for the participation of any member of the public who should so desire’.  The amendment 
was then voted on. 
 
VOTE:  3-12-1  (Mrs. R. Cerrelli, Mr. J. Feldman, Mr. A. Perez voted in favour; Mr. T. Donnini 

abstained; Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. M. Helfenbaum, Dr. S. Wise not present for 
vote; Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. J. Kromida, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mr. D. 
Spiridigliozzi absent) 

 
MOTION DEFEATED. 
 
The main motion was then voted on. 
 
WHEREAS the Board has an ongoing process of updating, reviewing or creating new policies; 
 
WHEREAS the policy on the ‘Maintenance or Closure of Schools/Centres’ was adopted in 
February 2009; 
 
WHEREAS the aforementioned policy needs to be revised to resolve any misunderstandings that 
occurred during the Major School Change process that began in 2010-11 and concluded in 
2011-12; 
 
WHEREAS the Long Range Planning Committee has reviewed the said policy and has proposed a 
number of revisions to the policy; 
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WHEREAS the proposed revised policy has been reviewed by the Management Table and the 
Director of Legal Services; 
 
WHEREAS the revised policy, in accordance with the Education Act, will be the subject of a 
public consultation as well as a consultation with the Central Parents’ Committee before it is 
formally adopted by the Board; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MRS. ANNE WILLIAMS AND RESOLVED THAT, as recommended by 
the Long Range Planning Committee, there be approved for public consultation and for 
consultation with the Central Parents’ Committee the revised policy on the Maintenance or 
Closure of Schools/Centres, as outlined in the documentation submitted to the meeting. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Central Parents’ Committee and those who wish to 
participate in the public consultation on the revised policy be requested to respond to the 
consultation by March 18, 2013. 
 
VOTE:  15-0-1  (Mr. J. Feldman abstained, Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. M. Helfenbaum, Dr. S. Wise not 

present for vote; Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. J. Kromida, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mr. D. 
Spiridigliozzi absent) 

 Resolution #13-01-30-15 
 

16.  BUDGET BUILDING PROCESS 2013-14 
 
Document presented - Memorandum dated January 24, 2013 from Mr. A. Marino, 

Deputy Director General – Administration Division/Director 
of Financial Services, with accompanying documentation. 

 
Mr. Marino stated that the results of consultation include six priorities from CPC and three from 
the ACSES committee.   
 
WHEREAS in conformity with Section 275 of the Education Act, a document entitled ‘Budget 
Building Process for 2013-2014’ has been created; 
 
WHEREAS said document, in Appendix A thereof, describes the Objectives, Guiding Principles, 
Criteria, and related Orientations proposed for 2013-14; 
 
WHEREAS the Council of Commissioners, at its meeting of October 30, 2012, resolved by virtue 
of resolution #12-10-30-7B.3.2 that the document entitled ‘Budget Building Process for 2013-
2014’ be approved for forwarding to the Central Parents’ Committee (CPC), Regional Parents’ 
Committees (RPC) and the Advisory Committee on Special Education Services (ACSES) for 
consultation purposes; 
 
WHEREAS, in a letter dated January 11, 2013, the Chairman of CPC identified recommendations 
formulated by the CPC and by the three RPCs on the Budget Building Process for 2013-2014 
which have been distributed to the Council of Commissioners; 
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WHEREAS, in a letter dated January 10, 2013, the Chairman of ACSES identified 
recommendations formulated by ACSES on the Budget Building Process for 2013-2014 which 
have been distributed to the Council of Commissioners; 
 
WHEREAS the document entitled ‘Budget Building Process for 2013-2014’ is deemed to reflect 
most of the recommendations formulated by the CPC and ACSES, above; 
 
WHEREAS the Board Administrators have reviewed and endorsed this document; 
 
WHEREAS the Central Management Advisory Committee reviewed and endorsed this document; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. JOSEPH LALLA AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT the 
document entitled ‘Budget Building Process for 2013-2014’ be approved, as outlined in the 
documentation submitted to the meeting. 
 
VOTE:  16-0-0  (Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. M. Helfenbaum, Dr. S. Wise not present for vote; Mr. A. 

Cannavino, Mr. J. Kromida, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi absent) 
 
 Resolution #13-01-30-16 
 

17.  EMSB STANDING AND ADVISORY COMMITTEES –  
 
Item deferred. 
 

18.  ENGLISH MONTREAL STUDENTS’ ADVISORY COMMITTEE (EMSAC) REPORT  
 
Item deferred. 
 

19.  QUEBEC FEDERATION OF HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATIONS 
 
Item deferred. 
 

20.  REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON DECEMBER 19, 2012 
  
Item deferred. 
 

21.  EXCHANGE OF CORRESPONDENCE WITH MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, RECREATION 
AND SPORT RE REQUEST FOR INCREASE IN ELECTORAL DIVISIONS 
 
The above-noted documentation was submitted for purposes of information. 
 

22.  QUESTION PERIOD 
 
Nil.  
 

23.  OTHER BUSINESS  
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Nil. 

 
24.  ADJOURNMENT 

 
On motion of Mr. Rocco Barbieri the meeting was adjourned at 11:20 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 

  .............................................................  
 Chairman 

 
 
 
 

  .............................................................  
 Secretary General 
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