
 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
ENGLISH MONTREAL SCHOOL BOARD 

 
 
A regular meeting of the English Montreal School Board was held in the Laurence Patterson 
Conference Room, 6000 Fielding Avenue, on Wednesday, February 27, 2013 at 4:05 p.m. 
 

Commissioners 
Present: Mrs. Angela Mancini, Chairman 
 Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco, Vice-Chairman 
 Mr. Rocco Barbieri 
 Mrs. Angie Bertone (Parent Commissioner) 
 Mr. Agostino Cannavino  
 Mr. Ted Donnini 
 Mr. Julien Feldman 
 Mr. Marvin Helfenbaum (present by telephone) 
 Mrs. Ellie Israel 
 Mr. Joseph Lalla 
 Mr. Richard Lalonde 
 Ms. Patricia R. Lattanzio  
 Mrs. Liz Leaman 
 Mrs. Ann Marie Matheson 
 Mr. Albert Perez 
 Mr. Bernie Praw 
 Mrs. Ginette Sauvé-Frankel 
 Mr. Dominic Spiridigliozzi  
 Mr. Frank Verrillo  
 Mrs. Anne Williams 
 Mrs. Patricia Willis (Parent Commissioner) 
  
Absent: Mrs. Rosa Cerrelli 
 Mr. Frank Di Cesare 
 Mr. James Kromida 
 Dr. Syd Wise 
  
Also Present: Mr. R. A. Stocker, Director General 
 Ms. P. Miniaci, Deputy Director General  
 Miss J. Bisbikos, Secretary General/Director of Archives 
 Mr. C. Della Rocca, Director of Adult Education and Vocational Services 
 Mr. L. Di Filippo, Director of Information Technology Services 
 Me B. Duhême, Director of Legal Services 
 Mrs. A. Furfaro, Director of Pedagogical Services 
 Mr. L. Lewis, Director of Student Services 
 Mr. J. Nicolopoulos, Director of Buildings and Grounds 
 Mrs. A. Watson, Interim Director of Human Resources 
 Mrs. C. Denommée, Assistant Director, Pedagogical Services (present for Item 
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# 2.2) 
 Mr. C. Spyridakos, Assistant Director of Buildings and Grounds 
 Mr. M. J. Cohen, Communications and Marketing Specialist 
 Ms. C. Colasessano, Administrative Technician, Secretariat 
  
Observers from Consultative Groups 
 
 Mrs. N. Audet, Association professionnelle du personnel administratif (APPA) 
 Mr. P. Mercuri, Central Parents’ Committee (CPC)  
 
Approximately twenty members of the public were in attendance. 
 

1.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. RICHARD LALONDE AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED 
THAT the agenda be approved with the following additions and that the order of items be 
flexible -  
 
Add Items:   

2.4.A Selection Committee 
2.6 JFK / Rosemount Dossier 
2.7 Requests for Documentation from the Director General 
24.1 Hall Monitor iPad Application   
24.2 Public Address System and Security 

 
VOTE:  16-0-0  (Mr. J. Feldman, Mr. M. Helfenbaum, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio not present for the 

vote; Mrs. R. Cerrelli, Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. J. Kromida, Dr. S. Wise 
absent)  

Resolution #13-02-27-1 
 

2.  IN CAMERA SESSION  
 
Motion to Move In Camera 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. TED DONNINI AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT 
Council move in camera at 4:20 p.m. 
 
VOTE:  16-0-0  (Mr. J. Feldman, Mr. M. Helfenbaum, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio not present for the 

vote; Mrs. R. Cerrelli, Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. J. Kromida, Dr. S. Wise 
absent)  

Resolution #13-02-27-2 
 

3.  RETURN TO PUBLIC SESSION  
 
The Chairman reconvened the meeting at 7:55 p.m. 
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3A. COMMISSIONER PARTICIPATION BY TELEPHONE 
 
Mr. Marvin Helfenbaum was present by telephone. 
 

4. PRESENTATIONS – 
 
4.1 Mrs. Patricia Abbott, Consultant, EMSB Children’s Choir – Recipient of Diamond Jubilee 

Medal 
 
Document presented -  Memorandum from Mrs. A. Furfaro, Director of 

Pedagogical Services.  
 
Mrs. Furfaro announced that as part of the celebrations of the 60th anniversary of Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II’s accession to the Throne, a commemorative medal was 
created to honour significant contributions and achievements by Canadians.  Mrs. 
Patricia Abbott was presented the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal in recognition to her 
dedication in the chorale community and in particular, for sharing her passion for music 
and singing with young people.  Mrs. Abbott was accorded a standing ovation. 

  
4.2 Carlyle School – Resolution of Congratulations re IB Accreditation 
 

Document presented -  Draft resolution. 
 
Mrs. Liz Leaman spoke to Carlyle’s journey in achieving accreditation for the 
International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme and proposed the following 
resolution - 
 
WHEREAS Carlyle began the International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme (IB-
PYP) journey in 2007-08 after being saved from potential closure; 

 
WHEREAS the staff voted on May 26, 2008 on a proposal to institute the International 
Baccalaureate PYP program at Carlyle School (as per Governing Board minutes of June 9, 
2008); 
 
WHEREAS the school council unanimously adopted on June 4, 2008 the IB-PYP motion 
in favor of the IB-PYP at Carlyle School (as per Governing Board minutes of June 9, 
2008); 
 
WHEREAS the Governing Board unanimously voted in favor to implement the IB-PYP at 
Carlyle School (as per Governing Board minutes of June 9, 2008); 
 
WHEREAS the Carlyle team of staff members were continuously and harmoniously 
working together in pursuit of this highly acclaimed and prestigious authorization; 
 
WHEREAS Application A was submitted on April 30, 2010; 
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WHEREAS Carlyle School was sent for consultation for closure in March 2011 during the 
process of application for IB status; 
 
WHEREAS Application B was submitted April 1, 2012; 
 
WHEREAS the IB verification visit was November 15-16, 2012; 
 
WHEREAS the tremendous support from the community, municipality and the 
stakeholders was overwhelming throughout this journey; 
 
WHEREAS the Board's administration has supported Carlyle to reach the goal of IB-PYP 
status; 
 
WHEREAS the Regional Director and Pedagogical Services gave unwavering support to 
the school during the application process; 
 
WHEREAS an acknowledgement of gratitude should be shown to all the community and 
stakeholders that have supported Carlyle School; 
 
WHEREAS Carlyle is one of six (6) IB-PYP schools (and one of three English PYB 
schools) on the Island of Montreal; 
 
WHEREAS the EMSB is introducing new programs to encourage student registration; 
 
WHEREAS it is with great pleasure the EMSB is informed that Carlyle School received 
IB-PYP authorization as of February 11, 2013; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MRS. LIZ LEAMAN AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED 
THAT a letter of acknowledgement be sent to the school congratulating the Carlyle team 
and administration on this success. 
 
IT WAS FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a presentation launch be held at Carlyle School 
in the near future with announcement to the press highlighting another success for the 
English Montreal School Board. 
 
VOTE:  19-0-0  (Mrs. R. Cerrelli, Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. J. Kromida, Dr. S. Wise absent) 

 
 Resolution #13-02-27-4.2 
 

4A. ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS FROM IN CAMERA SESSION  
 
Appointment of Director of Financial Services 
 
Document presented -  Memorandum from Mrs. A. Watson, Interim Director of 

Human Resources. 
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WHEREAS there is a need to fill the position of Director of Financial Services; 
 
WHEREAS the position was advertised in January, both internally and externally; 
 
WHEREAS three (3) candidates have been interviewed by the Selection Committee; 
 
WHEREAS the résumés of the three (3) candidates were submitted to the Council of 
Commissioners; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. JOSEPH LALLA AND RESOLVED THAT Livia Nassivera, an 
external candidate, be appointed Director of Financial Services (Class 11), effective start date 
to be established jointly between administration and the candidate, terms and conditions of 
employment to be in accordance with Board policy and the Regulation Respecting Certain 
Conditions of Senior Staff of School Boards. 
 
VOTE:  18-0-1  (Mr. M. Helfenbaum abstained; Mrs. R. Cerrelli, Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. J. 

Kromida, Dr. S. Wise absent) 
 
 Resolution #13-02-27-4A.1 
 

5. INITIAL QUESTION PERIOD 
 
Nil. 
 

6.  ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MEETINGS HELD ON – 
 
6.1 January 30, 2013 – Regular Meeting 

 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. TED DONNINI AND RESOLVED THAT the minutes of 
the regular meeting of the Board held on January 30, 2013 be approved as presented 
with the following amendments - 
 
• p. 24, item 7.3, PSBGM Cultural Heritage Foundation Resolutions 1981 

 
Mr. Julien Feldman moved a motion to strike the 3rd paragraph of #7.3 from the minutes.   
 
It was moved by Mr. Rocco Barbieri to amend Mr. Feldman’s motion by leaving the 3rd 
paragraph in and amending the last sentence to read - 

 
‘He also stated that, in his opinion, it was unfortunate that the goodwill…’.   
 

VOTE:  9-6-4  (Mr. J. Feldman, Mr. B. Praw, Mrs. G. Sauvé-Frankel, Mr. F. Verrillo, 
Mrs. S. Lo Bianco, Mrs. A. Mancini dissented, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mrs. 
L. Leaman, Mrs. A. M. Matheson, Mr. A. Perez abstained; Mrs. R. 
Cerrelli, Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. J. Kromida, Dr. S. Wise absent) 
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 Resolution #13-02-27-6.1.1 
 

A vote was then called on the removal of the entire 3rd paragraph. 
 

VOTE:  4-12-3  (Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. J. Feldman, Mrs. E. Israel, Mr. A. Perez voted 
in favour; Mr. T. Donnini, Mr. J. Lalla, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio abstained; 
Mrs. R. Cerrelli, Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. J. Kromida, Dr. S. Wise absent) 

 
MOTION DEFEATED. 

 
VOTE:  18-0-1  (Ms. P. R. Lattanzio abstained; Mrs. R. Cerrelli, Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. J. 

Kromida, Dr. S. Wise absent) 
 

Resolution #13-02-27-6.1.2 
 

6.2 February 20, 2013 – Special Meeting 
 
 Page 2, Item #3 – Return to Public Session and Adoption of Resolution 
 
 Third sentence should read - 
 
 “At approximately 8:25 p.m., the Chairman reconvened the public session.   
 

John F. Kennedy Facility (Tender T-3589-R) – Asbestos Removal and Cleaning of 
Bulding Proiject Change Orders Over $10,000 (Nos. 10, 11,12 and 13) 
 
It was moved by Mr. Rocco Barbieri that there be approved the change orders required 
for the John F. Kennedy Facility Asbestos Removal and Cleaning of Building Project. 
 
An amendment was proposed by Mr. Albert Perez to split the motion and that Change 
Order No. 12 be the subject of another resolution. 
 
VOTE:  1-14-0  (Mr. A. Perez voted in favour; Mrs. G. Sauvé-Frankel not present for 

vote; Mrs. R. Cerrelli, Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. T. Donnini, Mr. M. 
Helfenbaum, Mr. J. Kromida, Mrs. A. M. Matheson, Dr. S. Wise 
absent) 

 
 MOTION DEFEATED. 

 
 The following resolution was then adopted.” 
 

VOTE:  19-0-0  (Mrs. R. Cerrelli, Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. J. Kromida, Dr. S. Wise 
absent) 

 
Resolution #13-02-27-6.2 
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7.  BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF MINUTES 
 
7.1 Palatucci Task Force Update 

 
In the absence of Dr. Syd Wise, Chairman, Palatucci Task Force, Mr. Bernie Praw 
provided a brief verbal update.  The Task Force was reminded that written monthly 
updates should be submitted to Council. 
 

7.2 Any Other Business 
 

It was suggested that the report regarding the PSBGM Cultural Heritage Foundation 
presented by Mr. Bernie Praw and Dr. Syd Wise at the last meeting be placed on the 
Board’s website. 
 

8.  CENTRAL PARENTS’ COMMITTEE MONTHLY REPORT  
 
Document presented - Summary of a meeting of the Central Parents’ Committee 

held on February 7, 2013. 
 
Mrs. Angie Bertone, Parent Commissioner, stated that the Regional Parents’ Committees and 
the Central Parents’ Committee have concerns regarding the proposed changes to the Policy on 
the Maintenance or Closure of Schools as it removes the right of the CPC to receive the briefs 
at the same time as Council.   
 

9.  QESBA MONTHLY REPORT 
  
9.1 Monthly Report 
 

Document presented - Report dated February 27, 2013 from Mr. F. Verrillo, 
EMSB Representative, QESBA Board of Directors. 

 
Mr. Frank Verrillo informed Council that important information may be found on the 
QESBA website regarding the following - 
 
•  Spring Conference and the program that will be provided.  He encouraged 

Commissioners to attend the conference. 
• Fédération des comités de parents du Québec for the petition denouncing cuts in 

public education 
• Bill 14 which will affect enrolment and public education. 
 
In reply to a question posed, Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco reported that the government 
announced that beginning in September 2013, each school board will receive 
authorization to establish a prekindergarten class for four-year-olds in one of their inner 
city schools. 
 
The Director General, responding to a question, stated that the Board has received an 
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electronic file with names from the Director General of elections of Quebec. Training 
from the DGE will be provided in the near future so that the Board can begin extracting 
the data. 
 

9.2 Take your MNA to School Day 
 

Mr. Frank Verrillo spoke to QESBA’s project.  MNA’s will be invited to visit schools in 
their riding on May 10.  The Board Administrators were encouraged to discuss this 
matter with school administrators and seek schools to participate in this endeavour. 
 
WHEREAS the Quebec English School Boards Association (QESBA) has developed a 
pilot project entitled ‘Bring your MNA to School Day’; 
 
WHEREAS the nine English school boards have been invited to express their interest in 
actively participating in organizing this Province-wide event with QESBA; 
 
WHEREAS since the Members of the National Assembly dedicate Mondays and Fridays 
to riding work, the date of Friday, May 10, 2013, has been selected as the day for this 
event;  
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. FRANK VERRILLO AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED 
THAT the English Montreal School Board participate in the ‘Bring your MNA to School 
Day’ on May 10, 2013. 
 
VOTE:  18-0-0  (Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi not present for vote; Mrs. R. Cerrelli, Mr. F. Di 

Cesare, Mr. J. Kromida, Dr. S. Wise absent) 
 
 Resolution #13-02-27-9.2 

   
9A. BILL 14 – EMSB SUPPORT OF QESBA AND CQSB BRIEFS 

 
Documents presented - Bill 14, Québec Official Publisher, 2012; 
  
 Article by Nathalie Elgrably-Levy, dated February 21, 

2013, Le Journal de Québec, Le Journal de Montréal;  
 

QESBA summary dated February 2013. 
 

WHEREAS certain provisions of Bill 14 significantly change the Quebec Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms; 
 
WHEREAS Bill 14 seriously compromises the right to receive services in English at the 
municipal, health and social services levels; 
 
WHEREAS Bill 14 calls for further restricting access to English education, especially with 
regard to the children of parents in the Canadian Armed Forces; 
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IT WAS MOVED BY MR. FRANK VERRILLO AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED 
THAT the English Montreal School Board support the Quebec English School Boards 
Association and Central Quebec School Board briefs to be presented to the National Assembly 
Commission asking for the withdrawal of Bill 14. 
 
VOTE:  18-0-0  (Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi not present for vote; Mrs. R. Cerrelli, Mr. F. Di Cesare, 

Mr. J. Kromida, Dr. S. Wise absent) 
 
 Resolution #13-02-27-9A 
 

10.  COMITÉ DE GESTION DE LA TAXE SCOLAIRE DE L’ÎLE DE MONTRÉAL – MONTHLY 
REPORT 
 
Mr. Rocco Barbieri, CGTSIM Delegate, stated that a summary of the decisions made by the 
CGTSIM, which include the following, may be viewed on the CGTSIM web site – 
 

• financial reports   
• short and long term goals 
• no properties sold for non-payment of taxes 
• report of projects of the five school boards and profits made 
• report on the poverty index and methodology used to determine indexing 
• annual report 
• list of resolutions adopted  

 
A request was made that a written report be placed in eDocs. 
  

11.  RECOMMENDATION FROM EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 
Following is the recommendation of the Education Committee emanating from a meeting held 
on February 6, 2013 - 
 
Royal Vale School - Request for Authorization for Specific Project Status (Section 240 of 
Education Act) – Consultation Document 
 
WHEREAS Section 240 of the Education Act indicates that, by way of exception, at the 
request of a group of parents and after consulting with the parents’ committee, a school board 
may, with the approval of the Ministry of Education, Recreation and Sports (MELS), establish 
a school for the purpose of a Specific Project, subject to the conditions and for the period 
determined by the Minister; 

 
WHEREAS Section 240 also indicates that the school board may determine the criteria for the 
enrolment of the students in schools with a Specific Project; 
 
WHEREAS the Specific Project of Royal Vale School was approved by the Minister of 
Education until June 2013; 
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WHEREAS the Governing Board of Royal Vale School has affirmed its request for the 
maintenance and support of its specific school project; 
 
WHEREAS pertinent documentation has been prepared by the school concerned and reviewed 
by the Board Administrators; 
 
WHEREAS Section 193(6.1) of the Education Act states that the parents’ committee shall be 
consulted on the dedication of a school to a special project pursuant to Section 240 and the 
criteria for the enrolment of students in that school; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. ALBERT PEREZ AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT, 
as recommended by the Education Committee, the Request for Authorization for Specific 
Project Status for Royal Vale School be forwarded to the Central Parents’ Committee and the 
Regional Parents’ Committees for purposes of consultation, as outlined in the documentation 
submitted to the meeting. 
 
VOTE:  18-0-0  (Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi not present for vote; Mrs. R. Cerrelli, Mr. F. Di Cesare, 

Mr. J. Kromida, Dr. S. Wise absent) 
 
 Resolution #13-02-27-11 
 

12.  RECOMMENDATIONS FROM FINANCE AND LEGISLATION COMMITTEE  
 
Following is the recommendation of the Finance and Legislation Committee emanating from 
a meeting held on February 13, 2013 - 
 
12.1 Committee Mandates – Establishment of Ad Hoc Committee 

 
WHEREAS all standing and advisory committees of the Board were requested to submit 
the mandate of their committee and an action plan for the 2012-13 school session 
(resolution #12-10-30-7.6.3); 
 
WHEREAS the committees have completed the preparation of the aforementioned 
information; 
 
WHEREAS during discussion of the mandate for the Finance and Legislation 
Committee, it was suggested that a review of the mandates of all the committees take 
place following receipt of the mandates by the Council of Commissioners; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. ALBERT PEREZ AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED 
THAT, as recommended by the Finance and Legislation Committee, following receipt of 
the various committee mandates by the Council of Commissioners, an ad hoc committee 
be struck composed of the Chairmen or Vice-Chairmen of the said committees to review 
all the mandates in order to see how they impact on one another with a view to making 
the committees more efficient. 
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VOTE:  18-0-0  (Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi not present for vote; Mrs. R. Cerrelli, Mr. F. Di 

Cesare, Mr. J. Kromida, Dr. S. Wise absent) 
 
 Resolution #13-02-27-12.1 
 
12.2 Transportation Allocation for High School Students for 2012-13 
 

Item was deferred pending a revision to the allocation. 
 

13.  EMSB STANDING AND ADVISORY COMMITTEES  
 
Document presented -  Document presented by Mr. R. A. Stocker, Director 

General, with accompanying documentation. 
 
It was moved by Mr. Joseph Lalla that the Ad Hoc Committee receive the mandates. 
 
A motion presented by Mrs. Liz Leaman to table the item was subsequently withdrawn. 
 
Mr. Lalla’s motion was then voted on. 
 
VOTE:  8-10-0  (Mr. R. Barbieri, Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. T. Donnini, Mr. J. Feldman, Mr. M. 

Helfenbaum, Mrs. E. Israel, Mr. J. Lalla, Mr. A. Perez voted in favour; Mr. 
D. Spiridigliozzi not present for the vote; Mrs. R. Cerrelli, Mr. F. Di Cesare, 
Mr. J. Kromida, Dr. S. Wise absent) 

 
MOTION DEFEATED. 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MS. PATRICIA R. LATTANZIO AND UNANIMOUSLY 
RESOLVED THAT a special Board meeting be held at the beginning of April, to discuss and 
examine the mandates. 
 
VOTE:  18-0-0  (Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi not present for the vote;  Mrs. R. Cerrelli, Mr. F. Di 

Cesare, Mr. J. Kromida, Dr. S. Wise absent) 
 

Resolution 13-02-27-13.1 
 
13.2 Green Plan Committee Proposal and Mandate  
 

Item deferred. 
 

14.  AUTHORIZATION TO SELL FORMER ST. JOHN BOSCO FACILITY 
 
Document presented -  Memorandum dated February 20, 2013 from Mr. R. A. 

Stocker, Director General, with accompanying 
documentation. 
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WHEREAS the English Montreal School Board (EMSB) owns the facility known as the 
former St. John Bosco elementary school situated at 6255 Hamilton Street in Montreal; 
 
WHEREAS this property is vacant; 
 
WHEREAS the EMSB does not use and will not need this property for educational purposes; 
 
WHEREAS in February 2012 the Commission scolaire de Montréal (CSDM) expressed an 
interest in the EMSB reserving this property as a ‘buffer’ school in the event that students of 
the CSDM would require a temporary school in the event of the evacuation of a CSDM facility 
due to the presence of mould; 
 
WHEREAS in January 2013, the CSDM confirmed to the EMSB that they no longer had a 
need for this property as a ‘buffer’ school; 
 
WHEREAS the EMSB is looking for additional and substantial revenue for various renovation 
projects of its facilities, and to maintain and develop various educational programs; 
 
WHEREAS the immoveable situated at 6255 Hamilton Street in Montreal has a standardized 
municipal valuation of $2,712,312 and a municipal valuation of $2,511,400; 
 
WHEREAS in order to dispose of properties having an individual value greater than $100,000, 
a school board must obtain the authorization of the Minister of Education, Recreation and 
Sports, the whole according to the ‘Regulation respecting the norms, conditions and procedure 
for disposing of an immovable of a school board’ R.S.Q., c. I-13.3, r.7; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MRS. ANNE WILLIAMS AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED 
THAT- 
 
a) official authorization be requested from the Minister of Education, Recreation and Sports 

to sell the following property through a public call for tenders pursuant to the terms and 
conditions provided in the Regulation respecting the norms, conditions and procedure for 
disposing of an immovable of a school board: 

 
St. John Bosco facility - 6255 Hamilton Street in Montreal – BICS # 749B197; 

 
b) an appropriate budget be allocated in order to advertise the sale of this property; 
 
c) the Chairman or the Vice Chairman of the Board and the Director General or the Deputy 

Director General-Administration be authorized to sign all the documents pertaining to the 
sale of the property for, and on behalf of, the English Montreal School Board.  

 
VOTE:  18-0-0  (Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi not present for vote; Mrs. R. Cerrelli, Mr. F. Di Cesare, 

Mr. J. Kromida, Dr. S. Wise absent) 
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 Resolution #13-02-27-14 
 

15.  SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS 2014 – REQUEST TO THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION 
TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF ELECTORAL DIVISIONS 
 
Document presented -  Letter dated February 20, 2013 from Mme B. Guay, La 

sous-ministre adjointe au soutien aux réseaux et aux 
enseignants with accompanying documentation. 

 
The Director General stated that the renewed request will be forwarded to the Ministry. 
 
WHEREAS pursuant to Section 6 of the Act Respecting School Elections (R.S.Q., c. E-2.3), 
the number of electoral divisions for the English Montreal School Board (EMSB) was 
established at twenty-three (23) in 2003 since there were approximately 107,000 electors; 
 
WHEREAS the Minister of Education, Recreation and Sports (MELS) advised the EMSB that 
the number of electoral divisions for the 2007 school board elections was established at 
twenty-one (21), since there were approximately 93,800 electors; 
 
WHEREAS on March 29, 2006, by virtue of resolution #06-03-29-11, the EMSB requested 
from the MELS authorization to increase the number of electoral divisions from twenty-one 
(21) to twenty-three (23), with such request being granted thereafter by the MELS; 
 
WHEREAS Section 6 of the Act Respecting School Elections (R.S.Q., c. E-2.3) was amended 
on October 29, 2008 and the number of electoral divisions for the 2011 school board elections 
for the EMSB was established at ten (10), since there are approximately 91,200 electors, 
although this number does not accurately reflect the number of potential eligible electors on 
the EMSB territory; 
 
WHEREAS pursuant to Section 7 of the Act Respecting School Elections (R.S.Q., c. E-2.3), 
the Minister has the discretion to authorize a school board to increase the number of electoral 
divisions; 
 
WHEREAS the EMSB strongly believes that its students and electors would be better served 
by 15 elected Commissioners in order to ensure an effective representation; 
 
WHEREAS the EMSB considers, among other things, that the number of electoral divisions 
should be increased to fifteen (15) due to the large number of local municipalities located 
within the territory of the EMSB, namely the City of Montreal and fourteen (14) of its 
boroughs, the City of Cote-Saint-Luc, the Town of Hampstead, the Town of Montreal West, 
the Town of Mount Royal, the Town of Montreal East and the City of Westmount; 
 
WHEREAS this resolution was originally adopted in November 2009 and no reply to the 
Board’s request sent at that time has been received to date; 
 
WHEREAS a letter was sent to Mme Malavoy, Minister of Education, Recreation and Sports, 
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dated December 21, 2012, asking when the Board should expect to receive a reply to its 
request of 2009; 
 
WHEREAS school board elections now are scheduled to be held in November 2014; 
 
WHEREAS in a letter dated February 13, 2013 Deputy Minister Bernard Matte has instructed 
those school boards wishing to increase the number of electoral divisions to renew their 
request; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. JOSEPH LALLA AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT 
the English Montreal School Board request the Ministry of Education, Recreation and Sports 
to issue an order to increase the number of electoral divisions from ten (10) to fifteen (15), 
effective for the November 2014 School Board Elections. 
 
VOTE:  18-0-0  (Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi not present for vote; Mrs. R. Cerrelli, Mr. F. Di Cesare, 

Mr. J. Kromida, Dr. S. Wise absent) 
 

Resolution #13-02-27-15 
 

16.  SHADD BUSINESS CENTRE – RENOVATION PROJECT 
 
Document presented -  Memorandum dated February 15, 2013 from Mr. C. 

Della Rocca, Regional Director, Adult Education and 
Vocational Services, with accompanying 
documentation. 

 
WHEREAS the Ministère de l’Éducation, du Loisir et du Sport (MELS) has issued a 
permanent authorization to the English Montreal School Board to offer the Assistance in 
Health Care Facilities (5816) Program; 
 
WHEREAS the Adult Education and Vocational Services (AEVS) Department will offer the 
above-mentioned program at Shadd Business Centre and renovations will be required to the 
current facilities; 
 
WHEREAS the firm UN architecture has been engaged to analyze the renovation costs of this 
project, and has provided an estimate of $598,615.00 (contingency allocation, professional 
fees and taxes included) to complete the required renovations; 
 
WHEREAS this project is financed through the MELS allocation «Coût d'implantation 
(locaux, équipements) suite à l'autorisation d'un programme d'études dans le cadre des plans 
d'aménagement» in the amount of $494,177.00, with the AEVS MAO Capital budget covering 
the balance; 
 
WHEREAS this project must go to tender by March 1, 2013, in order for the renovation work 
to respect the timeline completion period of July 2013 through October 2013; 
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WHEREAS the Board Administrators have recommended that the renovations at Shadd 
Business Centre be approved; 
 
WHEREAS the AEVS Advisory Committee recommends that the renovations at Shadd 
Business Centre be approved; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MS. PATRICIA R. LATTANZIO AND UNANIMOUSLY 
RESOLVED THAT the AEVS Department proceed to tender with estimates provided by UN 
architecture, as soon as possible. 
 
VOTE:  18-0-0  (Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi not present for vote; Mrs. R. Cerrelli, Mr. F. Di Cesare, 

Mr. J. Kromida, Dr. S. Wise absent) 
 
 Resolution #13-02-27-16 
 

17.  CENTRE COLLÉGIAL DES SERVICES REGROUPÉS (CCSR) – PUBLIC TENDER FOR 
TELEPHONE LINES GROUP PURCHASE  
 
Document presented -  Memorandum dated February 25, 2013 from Mr. L. Di 

Filippo, Director of Information Technology Services, 
with companying documentation. 

 
WHEREAS the Centre collégial des services regroupés (CCSR) has an objective to promote 
group purchasing initiatives allowing educational institutions to realize financial savings based 
on volume and time savings in addition to facilitating the procurement process; 
 
WHEREAS the CCSR is an important group purchasing organization for the educational 
sector negotiating technological files; 
 
WHEREAS the existing CCSR contract for telephone lines will expire August 1, 2013; 
 
WHEREAS the CCSR intends to carry out a public call for tenders for telephone lines for a 
five‐year (5) term; 
 
WHEREAS the CCSR intends to seek, under the provision of Article 46 of the Regulation 
Respecting Service Contracts of Public Bodies, the authorization of the chief executive officer 
of the public body which is required for every contract of a repetitive nature whose expected 
term, including any renewal, is greater than three (3) years; 
 
WHEREAS the deadline to deposit the mandates is March 23, 2013; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. BERNIE PRAW AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT the 
English Montreal School Board participate in the acquisition of telephone lines tendered by the 
Centre collégial des services regroupés (CCSR) ‐ Group Purchasing System (SAR) starting 
August 1, 2013, for a period of five (5) years. 
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VOTE:  18-0-0  (Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi not present for vote; Mrs. R. Cerrelli, Mr. F. Di Cesare, 
Mr. J. Kromida, Dr. S. Wise absent) 

 
 Resolution #13-02-27-17 
 

18.  ENGLISH MONTREAL STUDENTS’ ADVISORY COMMITTEE (EMSAC) REPORT –  
 
Document presented -  Memorandum dated January 23, 2013 from Mrs. A. 

Williams, Commissioner – Ward 5, with accompanying 
documentation. 

 
The above-noted documentation was submitted for purposes of information. 
 

19.  QUEBEC FEDERATION OF HOME AND SCHOOL ASSOCIATIONS (DEFERRED 
ITEM) 
 
Document presented -  Letter dated November 16, 2012 from Ms. L. 

Chamberland, President, QFHSA, with accompanying 
documentation. 

 
The above-noted documentation was submitted for purposes of information. 
 

20.  AIR QUALITY IN EMSB FACILITIES  
 
Document presented -  Document presented by Mr. J. Nicolopoulos, Director, 

Buildings and Grounds. 
 
The above-noted documentation was submitted for purposes of information. 
 

21.  REPORTS OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS OF DECEMBER 19, 2012 AND 
JANUARY 30, 2013 RE - 
 
There was received for purposes of information the reports of the Executive Committee as to 
the results of action that had been taken at meetings held on December 19 and January 30 in 
connection with the following items – 
 
21.1 Radon Evaluation in EMSB Facilities – Awarding of Contract 
21.2 ESCO Phase II Update – Mandate to Chairman of Executive Committee and Dirctor 
 General 
 
The above-noted documentation was submitted for purposes of information. 
 

22.  LETTER FROM COALITION FOR PRIORITY IN EDUCATION 
 
Document presented -  Document presented by Mr. R. A. Stocker, Director 

General, with accompanying documentation. 



17 
 

 
The above-noted documentation was submitted for purposes of information. 
 

23.  QUESTION PERIOD 
 
Nil.  
 

24.  OTHER BUSINESS  
 
24.1 Hall Monitor iPad Application   
 

Mr. L. Di Filippo, Director of Information Technology Services replied to questions posed 
on the application. 
 

24.2 Public Address System and Security 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY MS. PATRICIA R. LATTANZIO AND UNANIMOUSLY 
RESOLVED THAT Council move in camera at 10:20 p.m. 
 
VOTE:  18-0-0  (Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi not present for vote; Mrs. R. Cerrelli, Mr. F. Di 

Cesare, Mr. J. Kromida, Dr. S. Wise absent) 
  

Resolution #13-02-27-24.2 
 

The Chairman reconvened the meeting at 10:30 p.m. 
 

25.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
On motion of Mrs. Liz Leaman the meeting was adjourned at 10:33 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 

  ............................................................  
 Chairman 

 
 
 
 

  ............................................................  
 Secretary General 
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