
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
ENGLISH MONTREAL SCHOOL BOARD 

 
 
A special meeting of the English Montreal School Board was held in the Charles Bancroft Board 
Room, 6000 Fielding Avenue, on Wednesday, November 14, 2012 at 7:10 p.m. 
 
Commissioners 
 
 Present: Mrs. Angela Mancini, Chairman 

Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco, Vice-Chairman 
Mr. Rocco Barbieri 
Mrs. Angie Bertone (Parent Commissioner) 
Mrs. Rosa Cerrelli 
Mr. Julien Feldman 
Mr. Marvin Helfenbaum 
Mr. Joseph Lalla 
Mrs. Ann Marie Matheson 
Mr. Albert Perez 
Mrs. Ginette Sauvé-Frankel 
Mr. Frank Verrillo 
Mrs. Anne Williams 
Mrs. Patricia Willis (Parent Commissioner) 
Dr. Syd Wise 
 

Absent: Mr. Agostino Cannavino 
Mr. Frank Di Cesare 
Mr. Ted Donnini 
Mrs. Ellie Israel 
Mr. James Kromida 
Mr. Richard Lalonde 
Ms. Patricia R. Lattanzio 
Mrs. Liz Leaman 
Mr. Bernie Praw 
Mr. Dominic Spiridigliozzi 
 

Also Present Mr. R. A. Stocker, Director General 
Ms. R. Medwid, Deputy Director General 
Miss J. Bisbikos, Secretary General/Director of Archives 
Mr. C. Dansereau, Interim Regional Director, Region 2 
Mr. A. Marino, Director of Financial Services 
Mr. J. Nicolopoulos, Director of Buildings and Grounds 
Me B. Duhême, Director of Legal Services 
Mr. M. Argiropoulos, Assistant Director of Adult Education and Vocational 
Services 
Mr. C. Spyridakos, Assistant Director of Buildings and Grounds 
Mr. M. J. Cohen, Communications and Marketing Specialist 
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Observers from Consultative Groups 
 

Nil. 
 
Approximately five members of the public were in attendance. 
 
1. NOTICE OF MEETING 

 
It was reported that the notice calling this special meeting had been forwarded to all 
Members of the Council of Commissioners on November 9. 
 

2. COMMISSIONER PARTICIPATION BY TELEPHONE 
 
Document presented - Draft Resolution. 
 
Item not required. 
 

3. IN CAMERA SESSION 
 
Motion to Move In Camera 
 
A motion was presented by Mrs. Rosa Cerrelli to move in camera at 7:10 p.m. 
 
Return to Public Session 
 
The Chairman reconvened the meeting at 10:00 p.m. and the following action was taken. 
 
3A.1 Class Action Suit 

 
Document presented - Memorandum dated November 9, 2012 from 

Me B. Duhême, Director of Legal Services, 
with accompanying draft resolution. 

 
WHEREAS on May 4, 2007, the filing of a class action suit was authorized against 
the English Montreal School Board with regards to allegations of sexual abuse 
allegedly committed on students by a teacher of the former Protestant School Board 
of Greater Montreal; 
 
WHEREAS the trial is scheduled to start on May 6, 2013; 
 
WHEREAS the Superior Court is suggesting that all parties to this lawsuit take part 
in a settlement conference prior to the beginning of the trial; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. JOSEPH LALLA AND UNANIMOUSLY 
RESOLVED THAT the Director General be authorized to participate in a 
settlement conference and attempt to negotiate an out-of-court settlement 
concerning Legal Case Number 500-06-000352-068, the whole within the scope of 
the terms and conditions discussed in camera with the Council of Commissioners. 
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IT WAS FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Chairman of the Board and the 
Director General be authorized to sign all the documents to give effect to a 
settlement out of court that may be agreed to by the parties. 
 
VOTE:  12-0-0  (Mr. M. Helfenbaum not present for vote; Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. 

F. Di Cesare, Mr. T. Donnini, Mrs. E. Israel, Mr. J. Kromida, Mr. 
R. Lalonde, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mrs. L. Leaman, Mr. B. Praw, 
Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi absent) 

 
 Resolution #12-11-14-3A.1 
 

3A.2 Change Orders Over $10,000 - 
 
3A.2.1 John F. Kennedy Facility – Asbestos Project and Cleaning of Building 

Project 
 
Documents presented - Memorandum dated November 9, 2012 from 

Mr. J. Nicolopoulos, Director of Buildings 
and Grounds, with accompanying 
documentation; 

 
- Change Order with accompanying draft 

resolution. 
 
WHEREAS pursuant to Article 13 of By-Law No. 2, approval of any 
change orders over the amount of $10,000 with respect to building 
construction in progress is subject to the approval of the Executive 
Committee; 
 
WHEREAS the following change orders are required for the John F. 
Kennedy Facility – Asbestos Removal and Cleaning of Building Project – 
 

Change Order No. 1 - $105,854.89 (plus taxes) 
Change Order No. 2 - $  61,410.00 (plus taxes) 

 
WHEREAS the above-mentioned change orders were presented to the 
Council of Commissioners (CEO) since their combined amount surpasses 
the threshold value of ten percent (10%) stipulated in Article 17 of ‘La loi 
sur les contracts des organismes publics’ which is allowable for approval by 
the Executive Committee; 
 
WHEREAS the engineer supervising this project is in agreement with the 
change orders required; 
 
WHEREAS the Director of Buildings and Grounds supports the 
recommendation; 
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IT WAS MOVED BY MR. ROCCO BARBIERI AND UNANIMOUSLY 
RESOLVED THAT there be approved the change orders required for the 
John F. Kennedy Facility Asbestos Removal and Cleaning of Building 
Project which total $167,264.89 (plus taxes), as outlined in the 
documentation submitted to the meeting. 
 
VOTE:  12-0-0  (Mr. M. Helfenbaum not present for vote; Mr. A. 

Cannavino, Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. T. Donnini, Mrs. E. 
Israel, Mr. J. Kromida, Mr. R. Lalonde, Ms. P. R. 
Lattanzio, Mrs. L. Leaman, Mr. B. Praw, Mr. D. 
Spiridigliozzi absent) 

 
 Resolution #12-11-14-3A.2.1 
 

3A.2.2 Westmount High School – Boiler Replacement Project 
 
Document presented - Memorandum dated November 9, 2012 from 

Mr. J. Nicolopoulos, Director of Buildings 
and Grounds, with accompanying 
documentation. 

 
WHEREAS pursuant to Article 13 of By-Law No. 2, approval of any 
change orders over the amount of $10,000 with respect to building 
construction in progress is subject to the approval of the Executive 
Committee; 
 
WHEREAS the change order for the Westmount High School Boiler 
Replacement Project will be at a cost of $28,551.17 (taxes included); 
 
WHEREAS the above-mentioned change order was presented to the Council 
of Commissioners (CEO) since their combined amount surpasses the 
threshold value of ten percent (10%) stipulated in Article 17 of ‘La loi sur 
les contracts des organismes publics’ which is allowable for approval by the 
Executive Committee; 
 
WHEREAS the engineer supervising this project is in agreement with the 
change order required; 
 
WHEREAS the Director of Buildings and Grounds supports the 
recommendation; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MRS. GINETTE SAUVÉ-FRANKEL AND 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT there be approved the change order 
required for the Boiler Replacement Project at Westmount High School in 
the amount of $28,551.17 (taxes included) be approved, as outlined in the 
documentation submitted to the meeting. 
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VOTE:  12-0-0  (Mr. M. Helfenbaum not present for vote; Mr. A. 
Cannavino, Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. T. Donnini, Mrs. E. 
Israel, Mr. J. Kromida, Mr. R. Lalonde, Ms. P. R. 
Lattanzio, Mrs. L. Leaman, Mr. B. Praw, Mr. D. 
Spiridigliozzi absent) 

 
 Resolution #12-11-14-3A.2.2 

 
4. CONSULTATION RE COHABITATION WITH THE COMMISSION SCOLAIRE DE 

MONTRÉAL AT ST. DOROTHY SCHOOL AND JOHN CABOTO ACADEMY - 
REVISION 
 
Document presented - Memorandum dated November 8, 2012 from 

Mr. R. A. Stocker, Director General, with 
accompanying draft resolution. 

 
The Director General reported that there was a request to move the date for the 
submission of briefs from December 7 to December 11. 
 
The following resolution was then adopted. 
 
WHEREAS the Council of Commissioners of the English Montreal School Board 
resolved at its meeting of October 30, 2012 that, in accordance with Articles 40, 79, 
193(2), and 211 of the Education Act, consultations on cohabitation be conducted with the 
Governing Boards of St. Dorothy School and John Caboto Academy, respectively, and 
with the Central Parents’ Committee, and that the aforementioned consultative partners 
be requested to submit briefs by no later than December 7, 2012 with the results of the 
consultation to be submitted for the consideration of the Council of Commissioners at the 
regular meeting of Council scheduled for December 19, 2012; 
 
WHEREAS one of the aforementioned consultative partners has requested that the 
deadline for submission of briefs be extended to December 11, 2012; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. ROCCO BARBIERI AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED 
THAT the deadline for submission of briefs on cohabitation by the Governing Boards of 
St. Dorothy School and John Caboto Academy and by the Central Parents’ Committee be 
extended to December 11, 2012. 
 
VOTE:  13-0-0  (Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. T. Donnini, Mrs. E. Israel, Mr. 

J. Kromida, Mr. R. Lalonde, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mrs. L. Leaman, Mr. 
B. Praw, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi absent) 

 
 Resolution #12-11-14-4 
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5. QUESTION PERIOD 
 
The Chairman and the Director General responded to questions posed by the Chairman of 
the John F. Kennedy High School Governing Board regarding the return of students to 
the school.  The Director General also replied to questions from another member of the 
public regarding media coverage when the school is ready to reopen. 
 

6. ADJOURNMENT 
 
On motion of Mr. Joseph Lalla, the meeting was adjourned at 10:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ............................................................ 
 Chairman 

 
 
 

 ............................................................ 
 Secretary General 
 


