
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
ENGLISH MONTREAL SCHOOL BOARD 

 
 
A special meeting of the English Montreal School Board was held in the Laurence Patterson Conference 
Room, 6000 Fielding Avenue, on Wednesday, April 10, 2013 at 7:20 p.m. 
 
Commissioners 
 
 Present: Mrs. Angela Mancini, Chairman 

Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco, Vice-Chairman 
Mr. Rocco Barbieri 
Mrs. Angie Bertone (Parent Commissioner) 
Mrs. Rosa Cerrelli 
Mr. Frank Di Cesare 
Mr. Julien Feldman 
Mrs. Ellie Israel 
Mr. Richard Lalonde 
Mrs. Ann Marie Matheson 
Mr. Albert Perez 
Mr. Frank Verrillo 
Mrs. Anne Williams 
Mrs. Patricia Willis (Parent Commissioner) 
Dr. Syd Wise 
 

Absent: Mr. Agostino Cannavino 
Mr. Ted Donnini 
Mr. Marvin Helfenbaum 
Mr. James Kromida 
Mr. Joseph Lalla 
Ms. Patricia R. Lattanzio 
Mrs. Liz Leaman 
Mr. Bernie Praw 
Mrs. Ginette Sauvé-Frankel 
Mr. Dominic Spiridigliozzi 
 

Also Present Mr. R. A. Stocker, Director General 
Ms. R. Medwid, Deputy Director General 
Mr. A. Marino, Deputy Director General 
Ms. P. Miniaci, Deputy Director General 
Miss J. Bisbikos, Secretary General/Director of Archives 
Mrs. A. Watson, Interim Director of Human Resources 
Mrs. A. Furfaro, Director of Pedagogical Services 
Mr. C. Della Rocca, Director of Adult Education and Vocational Services 
Mr. L. Lewis, Director of Student Services 
Ms. L. Nassivera, Director of Financial Services 
Mr. J. Nicolopoulos, Director of Buildings and Grounds 
Mr. L. Di Filippo, Director of Information Technology Services 
Me B. Duhême, Director of Legal Services 
Mrs. C. Primiano, Assistant Director of Human Resources 
Miss A. Galanogeorgos, Assistant Director of Pedagogical Services 
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Ms. J. René de Cotret, Assistant Director of Student Services 
Mr. L. Harvey, Assistant Director of School Organization 
Mr. M. Argiropoulos, Assistant Director of Adult Education and Vocational Services 
Mr. G. Alexiou, Assistant Director of Financial Services 
Mr. C. Spyridakos, Assistant Director of Buildings and Grounds 
Mr. K. Azzouni, Assistant Director, Information Technology Services 

 
No members of the public were in attendance. 
 
1. NOTICE OF MEETING 

 
It was reported that the notice calling this special meeting had been forwarded to all Members of 
the Council of Commissioners on April 5, 2013 via email and via eDocs. 
 

1A. APPOINTMENT OF EXTERNAL AUDITORS 
 
Document presented - Memorandum dated April 10, 2013 from Mr. A. 

Marino, Deputy Director General. 
 
WHEREAS pursuant to Section 284 of the Education Act, school boards are required to appoint 
their external auditors for each fiscal year; 
 
WHEREAS in accordance with the policy and procedures on the Appointment of External 
Auditors (Code FS-8 and FS-8.P), the Audit Committee annually recommends to the Board the 
appointment of the Board’s external auditors; 
 
WHEREAS the EMSB was required to proceed with a tender for auditing services; 
 
WHEREAS the scope of requested audit services includes – 
 

• audit of the operations of the English Montreal School Board (EMSB) for the years ending 
June 30, 2013, 2014 and 2015 

• specific procedures for the operations of the EMSB for the period ended March 31, 2013, 
2014 and 2015; 

 
WHEREAS pursuant to a public call for tenders conducted in March 2013, one bid was received 
on March 19, 2013; 
 
WHEREAS Raymond Chabot Grant Thornton S.E.N.C.R.L. (RCGT) has submitted the sole 
compliant bid for external auditing services as per the Board’s Request for Public Tender # PS13-
0011; 
 
WHEREAS a Selection Committee comprised of the members of the EMSB’s Audit Committee 
assessed the quality of the submitted bid in a two-step process; 
 
WHEREAS the overall price submitted for the aforementioned services amounts to $195,000, 
plus applicable taxes ($65,000, plus applicable taxes, annually); 
 
WHEREAS the acquisition of goods or services exceeding $100,000 requires Board approval; 
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IT WAS MOVED BY MR. ROCCO BARBIERI AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT, 
as recommended by the Board’s Audit Committee – 
 
a) the contract for external auditing services for the 2012-13, 2013-14 and 2014-15 fiscal years, 

as per the Board’s Request for Public Tender # PS13-0011, be awarded to Raymond Chabot 
Grant Thornton S.E.N.C.R.L. in the amount of $195,000, plus applicable taxes; 

 
b) the firm of Raymond Chabot Grant Thornton S.E.N.C.R.L. be appointed auditors for the 

English Montreal School Board for the period ending March 31, 2013; 
 
c) the firm of Raymond Chabot Grant Thornton S.E.N.C.R.L. be appointed auditors for the 

English Montreal School Board for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2013. 
 
VOTE:  13-0-0  (Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. T. Donnini, Mr. M. Helfenbaum, Mr. J. Kromida, Mr. J. 

Lalla, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mrs. L. Leaman, Mr. B. Praw, Mrs. G. Sauvé-
Frankel, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi absent) 

 
 Resolution #13-04-10-1A 
 

2. IN CAMERA SESSION 
 
2.1 Motion to Move In Camera 

 
A motion was presented by Mr. Richard Lalonde to move in camera at 7:25 p.m. 
 
VOTE:  13-0-0  (Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. T. Donnini, Mr. M. Helfenbaum, Mr. J. 

Kromida, Mr. J. Lalla, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mrs. L. Leaman, Mr. B. 
Praw, Mrs. G. Sauvé-Frankel, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi) 

 
 Resolution #13-04-10-2.1 

3. RETURN TO PUBLIC SESSION 
 

 At approximately 10:15 p.m., the Chairman reconvened the public session and the following 
resolutions were adopted. 

 
Orientations for 2013-14 Staffing Plans for In-School Personnel 
 
Document presented - Documentation presented at meeting by Human 

Resources Department and returned to HR. 
 
WHEREAS the MELS budget rules and funding parameters have not been received for the 
2013-14 fiscal year as of April 10, 2013; 
 
WHEREAS budget orientations and other documentation were presented at a Special Board 
meeting dealing with the budget building process for 2013-14; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. ALBERT PEREZ AND RESOLVED THAT the Director General 
proceed according to the orientations communicated during the in camera session regarding the 
staffing plans for in-school personnel. 
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VOTE:  12-1-0  (Mrs. E. Israel dissented; Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. T. Donnini, Mr. M. 
Helfenbaum, Mr. J. Kromida, Mr. J. Lalla, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mrs. L. 
Leaman, Mr. B. Praw, Mrs. G. Sauvé-Frankel, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi absent) 

 
 Resolution #13-04-10-3-2.2 
 

General Orientations for the 2013-14 Budget Building Process 
 
Document presented - Documentation presented at meeting by Mr. A. 

Marino, Deputy Director General. 
 
WHEREAS the MELS budget rules and funding parameters have not been received for the 
2013-14 fiscal year as of April 10, 2013; 
 
WHEREAS budget orientations and other documentation were presented at a Special Board 
meeting dealing with the budget building process for 2013-14; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. FRANK VERRILLO AND RESOLVED THAT the Director General 
proceed according to the orientations communicated during the in camera session in the following 
categories – 
 

a) school/centre and central roll-overs 
b) caretaking/repairs/energy costs 
c) private daycares/daycare funding and overhead charges. 

 
VOTE:  12-1-0  (Mr. A. Perez dissented; Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. T. Donnini, Mr. M. 

Helfenbaum, Mr. J. Kromida, Mr. J. Lalla, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mrs. L. 
Leaman, Mr. B. Praw, Mrs. G. Sauvé-Frankel, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi absent) 

 
 Resolution #13-04-10-3-2.3 

 
4. APPOINTMENT OF EXTERNAL AUDITORS 

 
Item discussed as Item #1A. 
 

5. QUESTION PERIOD 
 
Nil. 
 

6. ADJOURNMENT 
 
On motion of Mr. Rocco Barbieri, the meeting was adjourned at 10:17 p.m. 
 
 
 

  ................................................................  
 Chairman 

 
 

  ................................................................  
 Secretary General 


