
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
ENGLISH MONTREAL SCHOOL BOARD 

 
 
A regular meeting of the English Montreal School Board was held in the Auditorium of St. Pius X 
Adult Education Centre, 9955 Papineau Street, on Tuesday, October 30, 2012 at 4:00 p.m. 
 

Commissioners 
Present: Mrs. Angela Mancini, Chairman 
 Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco, Vice-Chairman 
 Mr. Rocco Barbieri 
 Mr. Agostino Cannavino 
 Mrs. Rosa Cerrelli 
 Mr. Frank Di Cesare 
 Mr. Ted Donnini 
 Mr. Julien Feldman 
 Mr. Marvin Helfenbaum 
 Mrs. Ellie Israel 
 Mr. James Kromida 
 Mr. Joseph Lalla 
 Mr. Richard Lalonde 
 Ms. Patricia R. Lattanzio 
 Mrs. Liz Leaman 
 Mrs. Ann Marie Matheson 
 Mr. Albert Perez 
 Mr. Bernie Praw 
 Mrs. Ginette Sauvé-Frankel 
 Mr. Dominic Spiridigliozzi 
 Mr. Frank Verrillo  
 Mrs. Anne Williams 
 Mrs. Patricia Willis (Parent Commissioner) 
 Dr. Syd Wise 

  
Absent: Mrs. Angie Bertone (Parent Commissioner) 

  
Also Present: Mr. R. A. Stocker, Director General 
 Ms. R. Medwid, Deputy Director General 
 Miss J. Bisbikos, Secretary General/Director of Archives 
 Mrs. S. Kakouratos, Director of Human Resources 
 Mrs. A. Furfaro, Director of Pedagogical Services 
 Mr. C. Dansereau, Interim Regional Director, Region 2 
 Ms. P. Miniaci, Regional Director, Region 3 
 Mr. C. Della Rocca, Interim Regional Director,  Region 4 
 Dr. H. I. Goddard, Director of Community Services 
 Mr. A. Marino, Director of Financial Services 
 Mr. L. Di Filippo, Director of Information Technology Services 
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 Mr. J. Nicolopoulos, Director of Buildings and Grounds 
 Me B. Duhême, Director of Legal Services 
 Ms. D. Cesta, Assistant Director of Student Services 
 Mr. L. Harvey, Assistant Director of Community Services 
 Mr. M. J. Cohen, Communications and Marketing Specialist 
 Ms. C. Colasessano, Administrative Technician, Secretariat 
  
Invitee: Ms. Sandrine Gélinas, Audit Manager, Raymond Chabot Grant Thornton 
  

Observers from Consultative Groups 
 
 Mr. P. Mercuri, Central Parents’ Committee (CPC) 
 Mr. P. Saletnig, Quebec Federation of Labour – Local 800 (QFL) 

 
Approximately twenty members of the public were in attendance. 
 

 
1.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. ALBERT PEREZ AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT 
the agenda be approved with the following amendments and that the order of items be 
flexible-  
 

Item 8 to be dealt with as 4A. 
Items 12, 13, 14, 15 to be dealt with as 7A, 7B, 7C, 7D. 
Item 14 should read ‘Consultation re Cohabitation with the Commission scolaire de 
Montréal at St. Dorothy School and John Caboto Academy’   
Add:  Item 29.1 – Notice of Motion re Governance & Ethics 

 
 VOTE:  22-0-0  (Dr. S. Wise not present for vote) 

 
Resolution #12-10-30-1 

2.  IN CAMERA SESSION  
 
2.1 Motion to Recess and Move In Camera 
 

IT WAS MOVED BY MRS. GINETTE SAUVÉ-FRANKEL AND UNANIMOUSLY 
RESOLVED THAT Council move in camera at 4:10 p.m. 
 
VOTE:  22-0-0  (Dr. S. Wise not present for vote) 

   
Resolution #12-10-30-2.1 

2A. RETURN TO PUBLIC SESSION 
 
The Chairman reconvened the meeting at 8:20 p.m. 
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2B. REVIEW OF ADDDITIONS TO AGENDA 

 
The Chairman reviewed the amendments made to the agenda. 
 

3.  2012 JUNIOR ROBOTICS WINNERS 
 
Document presented  - Memorandum dated September 21, 2012 from Mrs. A. 

Furfaro, Director of Pedagogical Services. 
 
Mrs. Furfaro introduced the Robotics winners from Royal West Academy.  The students were 
congratulated by all present and were presented with token gifts of appreciation. 
 

3A. ACTION TAKEN ON IN CAMERA ITEMS 
 
Ethics Commissioner – Notice of Motion  (Item 2.3 on Agenda) 
 
Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco presented the following motion that Council formally reprimand Mr. 
Julien Feldman for breach of the Code of Ethics as recommended by the Ethics 
Commissioner.   
 
WHEREAS Mr. James Kromida filed an ethics complaint against Julien Feldman and the 
complaint was heard by the Board’s Ethics Commissioner, Me Guy Dufort;  
 
WHEREAS the Ethics Commissioner submitted his report to the Board with his 
recommendations; 
 
WHEREAS the Ethics Commissioner states that Mr. Julien Feldman violated the following 
articles of the Code of Ethics: article 5.3 which reads:  the Commissioner must avoid 
tarnishing the reputation of others and treat the other Commissioners as well as the employees 
of the School Board with respect; article 5.4 which reads: the Commissioner must at all times 
adopt a style of behavior and communication that is dignified and compatible with his office in 
order to protect and promote the image and credibility of the Board; 
 
Be it resolved that the report be accepted; 
 
Be it further resolved, that Council formally reprimand Mr. Julien Feldman for breach of the 
code of Ethics as recommended by the Ethics Commissioner. 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. JOSEPH LALLA THAT the item be TABLED. 
 
VOTE:  12-10-0  (Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. M. Helfenbaum, Mr. J. Kromida, Ms. P. R. 

Lattanzio, Mrs. S. Lo Bianco, Mrs. A. Mancini, Mrs. A. M. Matheson, 
Mr. B. Praw, Mrs. G. Sauvé-Frankel, Mr. F. Verrillo dissented; Dr. S. 
Wise not present for vote)  

Resolution #12-10-30-3A.2.3.1 
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After some discussion, IT WAS MOVED BY MR. FRANK VERRILLO THAT the report of 
the Ethics Commissioner be received as deposited at the meeting.   

 
VOTE:  20-0-2  (Dr. S. Wise not present for vote; Mr. J. Feldman, Mr. A. Perez abstained) 
 

Resolution #12-10-30-3A.2.3.2 
 

4.  ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MEETING HELD ON SEPTEMBER 
24, 2012 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. JOSEPH LALLA THAT the minutes of the regular meeting of the 
Board held on September 24, 2012 be approved as presented. 
 
VOTE:  22-0-0  (Dr. S. Wise not present for vote) 
 

Resolution #12-10-30-4 
 

4A. BEREAVEMENT – FORMER EMPLOYEE  (Item 8 on Agenda) 
 
4A.1 Tribute to E. Ann MacLeish – Former Regional Director 
 

Document presented - Revised draft resolution. 
 
WHEREAS the late Elizabeth Ann MacLeish had served The Protestant School Board 
of Greater Montreal loyally from 1954 until her retirement on June 30, 1995; 
 
WHEREAS during the course of her career with the former School Board, she served as 
Teacher, Vice-Principal, Principal and Assistant Regional Director and Regional 
Director; 
 
WHEREAS Ann MacLeish was a staunch advocate for fairness and justice and was a 
loyal and dedicated employee of the PSBGM who continued to be involved in the field 
of education, having served as President of the Quebec Provincial Association of Retired 
School Educators and as President of Delta Kappa Gamma; 
 
WHEREAS Ann MacLeish was well-known for her commitment to education; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. MARVIN HELFENBAUM AND UNANIMOUSLY 
RESOLVED THAT the Board record its sorrow at the passing of E. Ann MacLeish on 
October 12, 2012 and that there be conveyed to her family the Board’s expression of 
sympathy in the loss that they have sustained. 
 

 Resolution #12-10-30-4A.1 
 

Mr. Helfenbaum paid tribute to Miss MacLeish. 
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4A.2 Present Employees 
 

Document presented - Memorandum dated October 24, 2012, from Mr. M. 
Cohen, Communications and Marketing Specialist, with 
accompanying documentation. 

 
WHEREAS the Board values the contribution made by its employees; 
 
WHEREAS the Board wishes to take official cognizance of the passing of any member 
of its large family of employees; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. MARVIN HELFENBAUM AND UNANIMOUSLY 
RESOLVED THAT the Board note with regret the passing of the present employees 
listed below and that an expression of sympathy be sent to the bereaved families - 
 
 
Name Date of Retirement/ Date of Death 
 Resignation 
 
CHEBIL, Karim - - - December 7, 2011 
Substitute Teacher 
 
LUMIA, Rosalia - - - December 13, 2011 
Lunch Monitor 
Nesbitt School 
 

 Resolution #12-10-30-4A.2 
 

5.  QUESTION PERIOD  
 
The Chairman and the Director General responded to questions posed by members of the 
public regarding - 
• the re-opening of John F. Kennedy High School  
• how to follow Board meetings 
• accommodation busing. 
 

6.  FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 2011-12 AND AUDITOR’S REPORT 
 
Document presented  - Memorandum dated October 24, 2012 from Mr. A. 

Marino, Director of Financial Services, with 
accompanying documentation. 

 
Audited Financial Statements 2011-12 
 
WHEREAS in conformity with Section 284 of the Education Act, the appointment of 



6 
 

Raymond Chabot Grant Thornton (RCGT) as external auditors for the English Montreal 
School Board (EMSB) for the 2011-12 year-end audit had been approved by the Board 
(resolution #10-05-04-3.3); 
 
WHEREAS the official 2011-12 Financial Report (Rapport Financier 2011-2012) has been 
duly audited by the Board’s external auditors, prior to submission to the Ministry of 
Education, Recreation and Sports; 
 
WHEREAS a set of financial summaries representing information extracted from the 
aforementioned official 2011-12 Annual Financial Report, indicating the results for the year 
ended June 30, 2012, has been reviewed by the Board's external auditors, RCGT; 
 
WHEREAS the said financial summaries have been reviewed by the Board’s Audit 
Committee; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. JOSEPH LALLA AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT, 
as recommended by the Audit Committee, there be approved the Financial Statements of the 
English Montreal School Board for the year ended June 30, 2012 as audited by the Board's 
external auditors, Raymond Chabot Grant Thornton. 
 
VOTE:  22-0-0  (Dr. S. Wise not present for vote) 
 Resolution #12-10-30-6 
 

7.  BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF MINUTES   
 
7.1 Sale of Board Residences  
 

Document presented - Memorandum dated October 26, 2012 from Mr. J. 
Nicolopoulos, Director of Buildings and Grounds, with 
accompanying documentation. 

 
The Director General reported that this resolution was presented as the Ministry requires 
that the request for authorization to sell the residences be included in the resolution. 
 
WHEREAS on September 24, 2012, the Council of Commissioners adopted resolution 
#12-09-24-5A-2.2 accepting the highest bids for the sale of five (5) residences; 
 
WHEREAS the sale of four (4) of these properties requires the authorization of the 
Minister of Education, Recreation and Sports, the whole according to the Regulation 
respecting the norms, conditions and procedure for disposing of an immovable of a 
school board; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. ALBERT PEREZ AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED 
THAT - 

 
a) official authorization be requested from the Minister of Education, Recreation and 
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Sports to sell the following residential properties to the highest bidder pursuant to 
the terms and conditions of Section 6 of the Regulation respecting the norms, 
conditions and procedure for disposing of an immovable of a school board; 

 
Property Address Bics # Highest Bidder Highest 
Bid 

 
1070-4th Avenue 887142 9228-4165 Quebec Inc. $ 157,000 
7920 Westbrooke Road 887125 Abraham Rosenberg $ 305,000 
8107 Edinburgh Road 887146 Franco Troiano $ 283,000 
8255-8257 Stuart Avenue 887128 Martin Dagese $ 355,000 

 
b) the Chairman or Vice-Chairman of the Board and the Director General or Deputy 

Director General be authorized to sign all the documents pertaining to the sale of the 
properties for, and on behalf of, the English Montreal School Board. 

 
VOTE:  22-0-0  (Dr. S. Wise not present for vote) 

  
Resolution #12-10-30-7.1 

 
Dr. S. Wise entered the meeting. 
  

7.2 Selection Committee 
 

Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco expressed her concern with the membership of this Committee.    
 
7.3 Correction of Information  
 

The Chairman questioned the information she had received when she was not allowed to 
participate at the Governance and Ethics Committee meeting by telephone.   

 
7.4 Nullification of Motion 
 

Document presented - Revised draft resolution. 
 
In response to questions raised by Ms. Patricia R. Lattanzio at the last meeting, regarding 
the receivability of the motion of non-confidence because of procedural irregularities, the 
Director General stated that the original resolution adopted on September 5, 2012 was 
receivable and that there is nothing in the Education Act, the Internal Rules of Council or 
Robert’s Rules that indicate to the contrary.  He added that the motion does not have the 
effect of removing the Chairman and Vice-Chairman from office.  He also stated that two 
of the 'Whereas' statements in the resolution are not factual. 
 
Following the lengthy discussion that ensued, the Chairman asked the Director of Legal 
Services to investigate whether the Council is also governed by municipal laws. 
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7.5 Closures of Schools and Day Cares for Elections  

 
The Director General and Deputy Director General spoke to the logistical issues and to 
the difficulties which some families would experience if on election days some schools 
were kept open and others closed. 
 
In the discussion that ensued, it was suggested that other service models be examined.  
 
The Director General and Deputy Director General recommended that the current 
practices in place continue in order to ensure the safety of the children.   

 
7.6 Committee Mandates 

 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. BERNIE PRAW THAT the motion he presented at the last 
meeting regarding committee mandates be LIFTED from the table.   
 
He then presented the following motion with a change in date from the original motion –  
 
It was moved by Mr. Bernie Praw that all committees of the Council bring their mandate 
for approval to the December 19, 2012 Board Meeting and that an action plan for the 
2012-13 school year also be developed in conjunction with the respective Directors and 
be presented at the December 19 Board meeting for approval. 
 

 VOTE:  11-8-1  (Mr. R. Barbieri, Mrs. R. Cerrelli, Mr. T. Donnini, Mr. J. Feldman, Mrs. 
E. Israel, Mr. J. Lalla, Mr. A. Perez, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi dissented; 
Mr. R. Lalonde abstained; Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mrs. G. 
Sauvé-Frankel not present for vote) 

 
Resolution # 12-10-30-7.6.1 

 
AN AMENDMENT WAS PRESENTED BY MRS. LIZ LEAMAN THAT the 
committees bring their mandate for approval to the January 30, 2013 Board meeting. 
 
VOTE:  19-0-0  (Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. M. Helfenbaum, Mr. J. Kromida, Mr. D. 

Spiridigliozzi not present for the vote) 
 

Resolution # 12-10-30-7.6.2 
 

An amendment presented by Mr. Julien Feldman to strike the word ‘mandate’ was later 
withdrawn. 
 
AN AMENDMENT WAS PRESENTED BY MR. ALBERT PEREZ THAT all 
committees of the Council bring their mandate for approval to the January 30, 2013 
Board meeting and that the action plans be brought for approval to the March 27, 2013 
Board meeting. 
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VOTE:  8-10-0  (Mr. R. Barbieri, Mrs. R. Cerrelli, Mr. T. Donnini, Mr. J. Lalla, Mr. R. 

Lalonde, Mrs. L. Leaman, Mr. A. Perez, Mrs. A. Williams voted in 
favour; Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. M. Helfenbaum, Mrs. E. Israel, Mr. J. 
Kromida, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi not present for the vote) 

 
MOTION DEFEATED. 
 
The following motion was then voted on. 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. BERNIE PRAW AND RESOLVED THAT all committees 
of the Council bring their mandate for approval to the January 30, 2013 Board meeting 
for approval. 
 
IT WAS FURTHER RESOLVED THAT an action plan for the 2012-13 school year also 
be developed in conjunction with the respective Directors and that the action plan also be 
presented at the January Board meeting. 
 
VOTE:  14-4-1  (Mr. A. Cannavino, Mr. T. Donnini, Mr. J. Feldman, Mrs. E. Israel 

dissented; Mr. R. Barbieri abstained; Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. J. 
Kromida, Mrs. A. M. Matheson, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi not present for 
vote) 

 
 Resolution #12-10-30-7.6.3 
 

7.7 Other Business 
 
None. 
 

 RECESS 
 

At approximately 10:40 p.m., the Chairman called a recess. 
 

RETURN TO MEETING 
 
At approximately 10:50 p.m. the Chairman reconvened the meeting. 
 

7A. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM EDUCATION AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE   
(Item 12 on Agenda) 
 
Following are the recommendations of the Committee emanating from meetings held on 
September 11 and October 3, 2012.  
 
7A.1 Commissioner Representation On EPC – Observer Status (Two Members) – 2012-13   

 
WHEREAS Board policy stipulates that the Education and Facilities Committee 
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recommend to the Board, on an annual basis, two members from within its ranks to sit 
on the Educational Policies Committee as Board observers (resolution #87-12-16-7.1); 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. JOSEPH LALLA AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED 
THAT, as recommended by the Education and Facilities Committee, the following 
Commissioners be named as the Board’s observers to the Educational Policies 
Committee for 2012-13 – 

 
Liz Leaman 

Anne Williams 
 

VOTE:  21-0-0  (Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. J. Kromida not present for vote) 
 
 Resolution #12-10-30-7A.1 
 
7A.2 SRAM – Request re Transmission of Students’ Marks 
 

WHEREAS the MELS has implemented a new provincial report card effective for the 
2011-12 school session; 
 
WHEREAS a standardized report card will be issued at specific times of the year, 
namely no later than November 20, March 15 and July 10; 
 
WHEREAS the Basic School Regulation stipulates that at least one competency must 
be evaluated each term and all competencies must be evaluated by the end of the year; 
 
WHEREAS the transmission dates established by SRAM (the Service régional 
d’admission du Montréal métropolitain) are not in line with the MELS directives; 
 
WHEREAS the Educational Policies Committee (EPC), at its September 20, 2012 
meeting, has recommended to the Education and Facilities Committee that a message 
be sent to the respective parties that the dates for transmission of marks to CEGEPs and 
the MELS reporting terms be aligned, that they do not have the authority to override the 
Basic School Regulation with respect to the evaluation of competencies; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MRS. ANNE WILLIAMS AND UNANIMOUSLY 
RESOLVED THAT, as recommended by the Education and Facilities Committee, 
SRAM be advised that the dates for the transmission of marks to CEGEPs and the 
MELS reporting terms should be aligned since SRAM does not have the authority to 
override the Basic School Regulation with respect to the evaluation of competencies. 

 
VOTE:  21-0-0  (Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. J. Kromida not present for vote) 

 
 Resolution #12-10-30-7A.2 
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7A.3 Renaming of Education and Facilities Committee to Education Committee 
 

WHEREAS the Education and Facilities Committee in the past also dealt with issues 
related to the Board’s facilities; 
 
WHEREAS the aforementioned issues are no longer considered by the said Committee; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MRS. ANNE WILLIAMS AND UNANIMOUSLY 
RESOLVED THAT, as recommended by the Education and Facilities Committee, the 
Education and Facilities Committee be renamed the Education Committee as of the 
November 7, 2012 meeting of the Committee. 

 
VOTE:  21-0-0  (Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. J. Kromida not present for vote) 

 
 Resolution #12-10-30-7A.3 
 

7B. RECOMMENDATIONS FROM FINANCE AND LEGISLATION COMMITTEE   
(Item 13 on Agenda) 
 
Following are the recommendations of the Committee emanating from meetings held on 
September 12 and October 10, 2012. 
 
7B.1 Reduction In Quorum Requirement For 2012-13  
 

WHEREAS the quorum requirement for the Finance and Legislation Committee for 
2012-13 was set at 8 out of 14 voting members; 
 
WHEREAS at many meetings over the past few years, the said Committee has had 
difficulty meeting the quorum requirement; 
 
WHEREAS Board approval is required if the present quorum requirement for the 
Finance and Legislation Committee is reduced to less than a majority of voting 
members; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. JOSEPH LALLA AND RESOLVED THAT, as 
recommended by the Finance and Legislation Committee, the quorum requirement for 
the said Committee be reduced from 8 to 7 out of 14 voting members for the remainder 
of the current school year. 

 
VOTE:  16-3-1  (Mr. B. Praw, Mrs. G. Sauvé-Frankel, Mr. F. Verrillo dissented; Mr. A. 

Perez abstained; Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. J. Kromida, Mr. D. 
Spiridigliozzi not present for vote) 

 
 Resolution #12-10-30-7B.1 
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7B.2 Cafeteria and Nutrition Education – Plans of Action for 2012-13 
  
 7B.2.1 MELS Free Milk Program 
 

WHEREAS the Board’s funding includes an inner city component; 
 
WHEREAS the Board Administrators recommend the preservation of the 
MELS Free Milk Program integrated into this inner city component in the 
amount of $275,684; 
 
WHEREAS an administrative charge in the amount of $22,000 will be retained 
to cover expenses incurred by the Cafeteria Services and Nutrition Education 
Division of Community Services to implement the program; 
 
WHEREAS a proposal for the utilization of $275,684 has been submitted by 
the Cafeteria Services and Nutrition Education Division; 
 
WHEREAS the Board Administrators have endorsed the proposed Plan of 
Action; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MRS. LIZ LEAMAN AND UNANIMOUSLY 
RESOLVED THAT, as recommended by the Education and Facilities and the 
Finance and Legislation Committees, a Free Milk Program be implemented in 
all the Board's elementary schools for the 2012-13 school session, as outlined 
in the Plan of Action submitted to the meeting, which includes the following - 
 
a) free milk to be offered five (5) days a week for 115 days to all students in 

schools classified as Category I and Category II; 
 
b) free milk to be offered three (3) days a week for 91 days to all students in 

the remaining schools. 

VOTE:  20-0-0  (Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. J. Kromida, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi 
not present for vote) 

 
 Resolution #12-10-30-7B.2.1 
 

7B.2.2 MELS Special Nutrition Measures 
 

WHEREAS the Board’s funding includes an inner city component; 
 
WHEREAS the Board Administrators recommend the preservation of the 
MELS Special Nutrition Measures integrated into this inner city component in 
the amount of $410,984; 
 
WHEREAS an administrative charge in the amount of $40,000 will be retained 
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to cover expenses incurred by the Cafeteria Services and Nutrition Education 
Division of Community Services to implement the program; 
 
WHEREAS a proposal for the utilization of $410,984 has been submitted by 
the Cafeteria Services and Nutrition Education Division; 
 
WHEREAS the Board Administrators have endorsed the proposed Plan of 
Action; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. TED DONNINI AND UNANIMOUSLY 
RESOLVED THAT, as recommended by the Education and Facilities and the 
Finance and Legislation Committees, there be approved the Plan of Action for 
the MELS Special Nutrition Measures for the 2012-13 school session, as 
outlined in the documentation submitted to the meeting. 
 
IT WAS FURTHER RESOLVED THAT - 

 
a) the Regional Directors ensure effective budget utilization within their 

Regions; 
 
b) the budgets available be transferable from school to school based on need; 
 
c) equipment purchase, maintenance and repair expenses be the responsibility 

of the Cafeteria Services and Nutrition Education Division of Community 
Services; 

 
d) Cafeteria Services and Nutrition Education Division be mandated to 

reimburse the community groups for services provided on a monthly basis 
according to their respective budgets. 

 
VOTE:  20-0-0  (Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. J. Kromida, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi not 

present for vote) 
 
 Resolution #12-10-30-7B.2.2 
 

7B.2.3 CGTSIM Nutritional Support Program for Elementary Schools 
 

WHEREAS the Board has received from the Comité de gestion de la taxe 
scolaire de l’île de Montréal (CGTSIM) an allocation for nutritional support in 
the Board's inner city schools for the 2012-13 school session; 
 
WHEREAS an administrative charge in the amount of $10,000 will be retained 
to cover expenses incurred by the Cafeteria Services and Nutrition Education 
Division of Community Services to implement nutrition education programs; 
 
WHEREAS a proposed plan for the utilization of $76,757, as this Board's 
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entitlement, has been submitted by the Cafeteria Services and Nutrition 
Education Division; 
 
WHEREAS the participating schools in the aforementioned proposed plan 
include schools identified by the CGSTIM index regarding disadvantaged 
areas; 
 
WHEREAS the Board Administrators have endorsed the proposed Plan of 
Action; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MRS. GINETTE SAUVÉ-FRANKEL AND 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT, as recommended by the Education 
Facilities and the Finance and Legislation Committees, there be approved the 
Plan of Action for food and nutrition activities in the Board's inner city schools 
for 2012-13, as outlined in the documentation submitted to the meeting. 

 
VOTE:  20-0-0  (Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. J. Kromida, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi not 

present for vote) 
 
 Resolution #12-10-30-7B.2.3 
 
7B.3 Budget Building Process for 2013-14 – Consultation Document 
 

WHEREAS Section 275 of the Education Act specifies that – 
 

‘After consulting with the governing boards and the parents’ committee, the school 
board shall establish objectives and principles governing the allocation of subsidies, 
school tax proceeds and its other income among its educational institutions’; 
 
WHEREAS in conformity with Section 275, a document entitled ‘Budget Building 
Process for 2013-14’ has been created; 
 
WHEREAS Appendix A of the aforementioned document describes the Objectives, 
Guiding Principles, Criteria, and related Orientations proposed for 2013-14; 
 
WHEREAS the Board Administrators reviewed and endorsed this document for 
presentation to the Finance and Legislation Committee; 
 
WHEREAS the Central Management Advisory Committee has reviewed and endorsed 
this document; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. MARVIN HELFENBAUM AND UNANIMOUSLY 
RESOLVED THAT, as recommended by the Finance and Legislation Committee, the 
document entitled ‘Budget Building Process for 2013-14’ be approved for forwarding to 
the Central Parents’ Committee, to the Regional Parents’ Committees, to ACSES and to 
the school and centre governing boards for purposes of consultation, as outlined in the 
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documentation submitted to the meeting, with final approval to be given at the January 
30 Board meeting. 
 
VOTE:  20-0-0  (Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. J. Kromida, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi not present for 

vote) 
 
 Resolution #12-10-30-7B.3.2 
 

7C. Consultation re Cohabitation with the Commission scolaire de Montréal at St. Dorothy School 
and John Caboto Academy  (Item #14 on Agenda) 
 
Document presented - Memorandum dated October 26, 2012 from Mr. C. 

Dansereau, Interim Regional Director, Region 2, with 
accompanying documentation. 

 
WHEREAS in September of 2011, representatives from the Commission scolaire de Montréal 
(CSDM) approached representatives from the English Montreal School Board (EMSB) in 
order to seek assistance in addressing overcrowding at a number of CSDM schools; 
 
WHEREAS at the same time, representatives of the Ministry of Education, Recreation and 
Sports also encouraged the two School Boards to work collaboratively in order to address this 
overcrowding; 
 
WHEREAS orientations were given by the Council of Commissioners of the EMSB to the 
Director General to pursue exploratory discussions with administrators of the CSDM to 
determine whether a joint plan could be developed in response to the needs of the CSDM; 
 
WHEREAS a task force of EMSB administrators was struck to develop the terms and 
conditions under which space could be shared in an EMSB school with the CSDM; 
 
WHEREAS specific schools operated by the EMSB have been identified by representatives of 
the CSDM as being of interest due to their being located in areas of their territory where 
overcrowding exists; 
 
WHEREAS the possibility of liberating classrooms in each of these specific schools has been 
studied; 
 
WHEREAS the Council of Commissioners of the EMSB resolved, at its meeting of May 23, 
2012 by virtue of resolution #12-05-23-6.4, that exploratory discussions continue between 
representatives of the two Boards on cohabitation in specific schools subject to the following 
non-exhaustive conditions – 
 

a) that the quality of educational services not be adversely affected; 
b) that the EMSB be fully compensated for any resultant one-time, or recurring operating 

or capital costs; 
c) that the impact on physical space relinquished by the EMSB school not unduly 
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compromise the pedagogical, administrative and operational needs of the EMSB 
school; 

d) that the EMSB preserve its rights, in the event of a cohabitation arrangement, to revert 
to the sole occupant of a school pursuant to Major School Change consultation of the 
reorganization of its network of schools; 

 
WHEREAS the Council of Commissioners of the EMSB further resolved at its meeting of 
May 23, 2012 that consultation be conducted with the school community in accordance with 
Section 211 of the Education Act in the event that Council concludes that a specific 
cohabitation merits consultation with a school community; 
 
WHEREAS in subsequent discussions between representatives of the EMSB and the CSDM it 
was determined that due to physical constraints, cohabitation would be feasible in only two 
EMSB facilities, namely, the St. Dorothy School and John Caboto Academy facilities, with 
such cohabitation commencing in the 2013-14 school year; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. ROCCO BARBIERI AND RESOLVED THAT, as amended at the 
meeting – 
 

1. a specific cohabitation at both the St. Dorothy School and John Caboto Academy 
facilities merit consultation with the respective school communities; 

2. in accordance with Sections 40, 79, 193.2 and 211 of the Education Act, consultation 
on cohabitation be conducted with the Governing Boards of St. Dorothy School and 
John Caboto Academy, respectively, and with the Central Parents’ Committee; 

3. the aforementioned consultative partners be requested to submit briefs by no later than 
December 7, 2012; 

4. representatives of the two Governing Boards and the Central Parents’ Committee be 
invited to present their briefs at the special Hearing of Council scheduled for 
December 17, 2012 commencing at 7:00 p.m. with decision to be taken at the regular 
Board meeting scheduled for December 19. 

 
VOTE:  18-0-2  (Mr. A. Cannavino, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio abstained; Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. J. 

Kromida, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi not present for vote) 
 
 Resolution #12-10-30-7C.2 
 

7D. Commissioners’ Remuneration – Retroactive to July 1, 2012  (Item #15 on Agenda) 
 
Document presented - Memo dated August 30, 2012 from Mr. A. Marino, 

Director of Financial Services. 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. BERNIE PRAW THAT the schedule of annual remuneration to 
EMSB Commissioners and Parent Commissioners be indexed by 2.90% and be approved 
retroactively to July 1, 2012. 
 
Mrs. Sylvia Lo Bianco presented an amendment that the remuneration received by the member 
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and alternate to the CGTSIM from that organization and that of the representatives of QESBA 
be included in the document.   
 

IT WAS MOVED BY MR. BERNIE PRAW AND RESOLVED THAT the Board meeting continue 
past 11:30 p.m.  
 
VOTE:  19-1-0  (Mr. R. Lalonde dissented; Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. J. Kromida, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi not 

present for vote) 
Resolution 12-10-30-7D   
 

 Mr. Rocco Barbieri called a vote on the amendment presented by Mrs. Lo Bianco.   
 
The Chairman ruled that discussion on the amendment continue.  Mr. Barbieri challenged the 
decision and a vote was called on the challenge.   
 
VOTE:  10-9-1  (Mr. M. Helfenbaum, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mrs. S. Lo Bianco, Mrs. A. 

Mancini, Mrs. A. M. Matheson, Mr. B. Praw, Mrs. G. Sauvé-Frankel, Mr. 
F. Verrillo, Dr. S. Wise dissented; Mrs. A. Williams abstained) 

 
Resolution 12-10-30-7D.1 
 

A vote was then taken on Mrs. Lo Bianco’s amendment. 
 
VOTE:  9-11-0  (Mr. M. Helfenbaum, Ms. P. R. Lattanzio, Mrs. S. Lo Bianco, Mrs. A. 

Mancini, Mrs. A. M. Matheson, Mr. B. Praw, Mrs. G. Sauvé-Frankel, Mr. 
F. Verrillo, Dr. S. Wise dissented; Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. J. Kromida, Mr. 
D. Spiridigliozzi not present for the vote) 

 
MOTION DEFEATED. 
 
The following resolution was then adopted. 
 
WHEREAS Order-in-Council #836-2000, dated June 28, 2000, establishes the parameters for 
purposes of calculating the global remuneration of school board commissioners; 
 
WHEREAS the said remuneration parameters include a component determined by the annual 
number of full-time equivalent Youth, Adult and Vocational sector students; 
 
WHEREAS the aforementioned Order-in-Council also allows for an increase in the global 
amount of remuneration equal to the annual average Consumer Price Index (CPI) established 
by Statistics Canada on December 31 of the previous year; 
 
WHEREAS the annual average CPI established by Statistics Canada for 2011 is 2.90 %; 
 
WHEREAS the Board may allocate these funds in a manner other than that suggested in the 
said Order-in-Council, provided the total distribution does not exceed the global amount 
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permitted; 
 
WHEREAS the Board wishes that the additional amount paid to committee chairmen be fixed 
at $2,500; 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. BERNIE PRAW AND UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED THAT the 
schedule of annual remuneration to EMSB Commissioners and Parent Commissioners be 
indexed by 2.90 %, be adjusted for the 2011-12 student enrolment in the Youth and Vocational 
sectors, and the 2012-13 student enrolment in the Adult sector, and be approved retroactively 
to July 1, 2012 as follows - 
 
a) Basic amount payable to EMSB Commissioners and Parent 

Commissioners (21), with the exception of the Commissioner 
delegates to the Comité de gestion de la taxe scolaire de l’île de 
Montréal and the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Board $  8,389 
 

b) Basic amount payable to the two (2) Commissioner delegates to the  
Comité de gestion de la taxe scolaire de l’île de Montréal (2) $  7,872 

 
c) Basic amount payable to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman $  8,860 
 
d) Chairman of the Board, an additional $15,692 
 
e) Vice-Chairman of the Board, an additional $  6,400 
 
f) Chairman of the Executive Committee, an additional $  2,500 
 
g) Vice-Chairman of the Executive Committee, an additional $     500 
 
h) Standing and Advisory Committee Chairmen (5), an additional - 

 (i) Education and Facilities Committee $  2,500 
  (Education Committee as of November 7, 2012) 
 (ii) Finance and Legislation Committee $  2,500 
 (iii) Adult Education and Vocational Services Advisory Committee $  2,500 

(iv) Transportation Advisory Committee $  2,500 
(v) Human Resources Committee $  2,500 

 
i) Standing and Advisory Committee Vice-Chairmen (5), an additional - 

 (i) Education and Facilities Committee (Education Committee) $    500 
 (ii) Finance and Legislation Committee $    500 
 (iii) Adult Education and Vocational Services Advisory Committee $    500 

(iv) Transportation Advisory Committee $    500 
(v) Human Resources Committee $    500 

 
j) Board delegates (3) to the Quebec English School Boards Association $    500 
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k) Amount payable for participation in committee work (except for 
Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of same) $    100 

 
VOTE:  17-3-0  (Mrs. A. Mancini, Mrs. G. Sauvé-Frankel, Mr. F. Verrillo dissented; Mr. F. 

Di Cesare, Mr. J. Kromida, Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi not present for vote) 
 
 Resolution #12-10-30-7D.2 
 

8.  BEREAVEMENTS  
 
Dealt with in Item #4A. 
 

9.  CENTRAL PARENTS’ COMMITTEE   
 
Mrs. Patricia Willis spoke to the results of the CPC election held on October 16, 2012.  The 
report, which should have been included with the agenda, will be forwarded to 
Commissioners electronically. 
  

10.  QESBA MONTHLY REPORT   
 
Mr. Frank Verrillo, QESBA Representative, stated that the Monday Message contains a good 
synopsis of the report. 
 

11.  COMITÉ DE GESTION DE LA TAXE SCOLAIRE DE L’ÎLE DE MONTRÉAL – MONTHLY 
REPORT  
 
Mr. Agostino Cannavino, CGTSIM Delegate, reported that discussion at the last two meetings 
dealt with the following –  

• the status of school taxes collected as of June 30th which totalled $429.7M 
• priorities for 2012-13 which included the expansion of the cooperative purchasing 

program 
• the inner city map for 2013 
• improved financial reporting for treasury and information to be transmitted to school 

boards 
• the new regisseur now in place 
• a letter to be sent to the new Minister of Education and the Minister responsible for 

Montreal 
• properties for sale for non-payment of taxes to be auctioned in December 

 
The Director General reminded Council of the real importance of urging the Minister of 
Education to seriously consider a solution for more funding to inner city schools.   Since 
Montreal has the highest concentration of poverty in Quebec, the mil rate should be increased 
in order to put money back into the poverty areas served by the Board. 
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11A. PALATUCCI TASK FORCE REPORT  (Item #19 on Agenda) 
 
Dr. Syd Wise, Chairman of the Task Force, provided a report of the deliberations of the Task 
Force and stated that the Task Force was established to confront the yearly loss in student 
population.  After discussion with participating Commissioners, Board administrators, borough 
representatives, governing board participants and a school administrator, it was found that 
school opening should be delayed to September 2014 in order to give the project a better 
chance at success.  He also mentioned that Cote St. Luc does not have the services of an 
English language high school. 
 
Dr. Wise stated that it is hoped to acquire 240 status for the school. Mr. Stocker, Director 
General, stated that inquiries regarding 240 status have been made to the Ministry who may 
provide a conditional acceptance since the school is not yet in existence.   
 
Mr. Stocker and Dr. Wise responded to questions that were posed. 
 

12.  RECOMMENDATIONS FROM EDUCATION AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE   
 
Dealt with as item # 7A. 
 

13.  RECOMMENDATIONS FROM FINANCE AND LEGISLATION COMMITTEE  
 
Dealt with as item # 7B. 
 

14.  COHABITATION WITH CSDM AT ST. DOROTHY SCHOOL AND JOHN CABOTO 
ACADEMY 
 
Dealt with as item #7C. 
 

15.  COMMISSIONERS’ REMUNERATION 
 
Dealt with as item #7D. 
 

16. CFC REPORT  
 
Item deferred. 
 

17. BY-LAW NO. 1  
 
Item deferred. 
 

18. DELEGATION OF POWERS TO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE –  
 
Item deferred. 
  

19. PALATUCCI TASK FORCE REPORT  
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Dealt with as item 11A. 
 

20. THREE-YEAR PLAN AND LIST OF SCHOOLS FOR 2012-15 – REVISED DOCUMENT -  
 
Item deferred. 
 
 

21. ENROLMENT REPORT (YOUTH SECTOR)   
 
Item deferred. 
 

22. SCHEDULES OF MEETINGS FOR 2012-13  
  
• Adult Education and Vocational Services Committee 
• Transportation Advisory Committee  
• Audit Committee  
• Human Resources Advisory Committee 
• Governance and Ethics Committee 
• Green Committee 
 
The above-noted documentation was submitted for purposes of information. 
 

23. AUDIT COMMITTEE PERFORMANCE REPORT FOR 2011-12 -  
 
Item deferred. 
 

24. ADMINISTRATIVE REGIONS FOR 2012-13 -  
 
Item deferred. 
 

25. CORRESPONDENCE FROM MINISTRY OF EDUCATION RE –  
 
Item deferred. 
 

26. REPORTS OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS –   
 
A) May 23, 2012  

26.1 LaurenHill Academy (Junior Campus) – Generator Replacement Project – Awarding 
of Contract 

26.2 Electrical Entrance Projects - Awarding of Contracts 
26.2.1 Royal West Academy 
26.2.2 St. Pius X Adult Education Centre 
26.2.3 Administration Building 

26.3 Hallowell Residence – Change Order Over $10,000 
B) June 20, 2012 –  



22 
 

26.4 MELS Loans of Service for 2012-13 
26.5 LEARN Loans of Service for 2012-13 
26.6 Agreement with Montreal Oral School for the Deaf 
26.7 Transportation of Pupils – Contracts for 2012-17 
26.8 FACE School – Agreement with CSDM 
26.9 Summit School Lease Agreement 
26.10 Masonry Repairs Projects – Awarding of Contracts 
26.11 Asbestos Removal Projects – Awarding of Contracts 
26.12 Westmount Park School – Electrical Upgrade Project 
26.13 Window Replacement Projects – Awarding of Contracts 
26.14 General Vanier School – Boiler Replacement Project 
26.15 HVAC Controls Projects – Awarding of Contracts 
26.16 Galileo Adult Education Centre – Gym Floor Resurfacing Project 
26.17 Administration Building – Terrace Roof Project 

C) June 27, 2012 Special Meeting –  
 26.18 Nazareth Facility – Lease Agreement with Collège Laurier 

26.19 Parkdale School – Pre-Kindergarten Area Insulation and Heating Repair Project- 
Awarding of Contract 

D) September 5 Meeting – 
26.20 Rehabilitation of Contaminated Land Projects – Awarding of Contracts for – 

26.20.1 Coronation School 
26.20.2 Dunrae Gardens School 

26.21 Hampstead School – Asphalt Paving Playground Project 
26.22 Administration Building – Masonry Repairs – Four Exterior Stairs Project 

E) September 24 Meeting - 
26.23 Agreements with Private Schools (Form 83) 2012-13 
26.24 Marymount Adult Education Centre - CARE Project – Awarding of Contrat 
26.25 Honore Mercier School - HVAC Air Handling Units Project - Awarding of Contract 
26.26 Change Order Over $10,000 - Administration Building – Masonry Repairs Project 

(Phase II) 
 
The above-noted documentation was received for purposes of information. 
 

27. RESOLUTIONS FROM OTHER SCHOOL BOARDS –  
 
27.1 Lester B. Pearson School Board re CGTSIM Tax Rate 
27.2 Commission scolaire Pierre-Neveu re – 
 a) Budget Compressions for 2012-13 
 b) Policy on Public Education 
27.3 Commission scolaire des Portages-de-l’Outaouais re - 

a) Reaction to Budgetary Rules 
b) Denouncement of Budget Cuts  

27.4 Commission scolaire des Premières-Seigneuries re Working Group on Education 
27.5 Commission scolaire des Îles re – 

a) Policy on Public Education 
b) Budget Cuts 
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27.6 Commission scolaire des Monts-et-Marées re Policy on Public Education 
27.7 Commission scolaire des Portages-de-l’Outaouais re Funding Private Schools 
27.8 Commission scolaire des Premières-Seigneuries re Support of Public Education 
27.9 Commission scolaire des Rives-Du-Saguenay re – 
 a) Public Education 

b) Graduation Rates 
27.10 Commission scolaire Pierre-Neveu re Graduation Rates 
 
The above-noted documentation was received for purposes of information. 
 

28. QUESTION PERIOD -  
 
Item deferred. 
 

29. OTHER BUSINESS -  
 
Item deferred. 
 

30. ADJOURNMENT  
 
Given the lateness of the hour, IT WAS MOVED BY MRS. SYLVIA LO BIANCO AND 
RESOLVED THAT the meeting be adjourned at 12:45 a.m. on October 31, 2012. 
 
VOTE:  18-2-0  (Mrs. R. Cerrelli, Mrs. L. Leaman dissented; Mr. F. Di Cesare, Mr. J. Kromida, 

Mr. D. Spiridigliozzi not present for vote) 
  

 
 
 
 
  .............................................................  
 Chairman 
 
 
 
 
  .............................................................  
 Secretary General 
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