English Montreal School Board

a Commission scolaire English-Montréal

Minutes of the meeting of the
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES (ACSES)
Thursday, January 21, 2016 in the William Dawson Room of the
English Montreal School Board at 7:00 PM.

PRESENT:

Parent Members:
Elizabeth Arnot
Isabelle Baas
Serena Capplette
Joanne Charron
Cynthia Dudley
Giovanni Goffredo
Mubeenah Mughal
Rinku Vardi

Non-Teaching Professionals:
Susan Waite, Speech-Language Pathologist

Support Staff:
Paul Robichaud, Special Education Technician

Teachers:
Gail Bernstein, Teacher
Peter Sutherland, Teacher

In-School Administrator:
Anna Sanalitro, Principal
Patrizia Ciccarelli, Alt. Principal

Outside Agency:
Rosemary Short, Jewish General Hospital

Non-Voting Members:

Lew Lewis, Director, Student Services

Julie René de Cotret, Assistant Director Student Services
Brigida Sellato, Communications Consultant

Commissioner:
Sylvia Lo Bianco, Commissioner

REGRETS:
Parent Members:
Andrea Morrison

Observers:
Filomena Trindade, RPC West



1. 'WELCOME
The Chair welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:10 pm.
Round table introductions by the members.

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
It was moved by Cynthia Dudley, seconded by Paul Robichaud and resolved to accept the agenda with the
following addition;
6.7 Success Rate of Special Needs

Vote: 13-0-0 (M. Mughal not present) Motion Carried
7:11 pm M. Mughal and S. Lo Bianco arrived

3. ELECTIONS:
3.1 CHAIR
Serena Capplette nominated Joanne Charron, seconded by Anna Sanalitro.
Isabelle Baas nominated Cynthia Dudley, seconded by Liz Arnot.

Following three votes the position of chair remained tied and it was decided to defer the elections to the
next meeting as they are all tied together.

The members also voted on the possibility of a co-chairmanship, which was not carried.
Following the votes it was decided that Lew Lewis would chair the meeting.

3.2 VICE-CHAIR
Deferred.

3.3 DELEGATE MEMBER FOR CPC
Deferred.

3.4 ALTERNATE MEMBER FOR CPC
Deferred.

3.5 DELEGATE FOR EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Deferred.

3.6 DELEGATE TO FCPQ (FOR SPECIAL NEEDS COMMITTEE)
Deferred.

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JUNE 15, 2015
It was moved by Isabelle Baas, seconded by Anna Sanalitro and resolved to accept the minutes with minor
corrections to spelling.

Vote: 10-0-4 Motion Carried

5. BUSINESS ARISING
5.1.SPECIAL EDUCATION POLICY
Lew Lewis reviewed the changes that the committee made to the Special Education Policy and asked that
members reflect on the document and come with any recommendations to the next meeting. The policy
will be going to Council to be sent to consultation with various groups in March 2016, ACSES included.

5.2.21 YEARS AND OVER - UPDATE
Tabled.

6. NEW BUSINESS
6.1 DATES OF MEETINGS FOR 2015-2016
It was moved by Isabelle Baas, seconded by Cynthia Dudley and unanimously resolved to adopt the
dates for the ACSES meetings;
Tuesday, February 2"
Monday, February 22"
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Wednesday, March 30"
Thursday, May 26"

Vote: 14-0-0 Motion Carried

6.2 GOVERNANCE PROFILE
Tabled.

6.3 ENTENTE HORS RESEAU SCHOOLS
Lew Lewis informed the members of the entente between the school boards and the outside private
schools (i.e. Hors Reseau Schools) for special need students where they would be better served.

6.4 CONSULTATION: BUDGET BUILDING PROCESS 2016-2017
The item will be dealt with at the February 22" meeting. Livia Nassivera, Director of Finance will be
invited to present the budget.

6.5 REVIEW & MODIFICATIONS: INTERNAL RULES
Tabled.

6.6 PROPOSED TRANSITION PROGRAM FOR JOHN GRANT
1) access to youth sector programs up to the age of 21 for students with handicap codes
2) proper consultation.

Tabled.

6.7 SUCCESS RATE OF SPECIAL NEEDS
Tabled.

REPORTS
7.1.DIRECTOR OF STUDENT SERVICES
1) SPECIAL EDUCATION

* Lew Lewis reviewed the code verification process which has been completed by professionals in the
Student Services Department.

* Validation procedures were reviewed which have significant financial implications for the Board. In
particular, L. Lewis emphasized the reduced professional services to schools in light of the onerous
demand required with regard to the validation process.

* Hors Reseau Entente - L. Lewis reviewed the Entente with respect to the six (6) Hors Reseau schools.

2) STAFFING

L. Lewis indicated that all posts are currently filled in the Student Services Department with exception of a

60% Guidance Counsellor Post.

3) SUMMER LANGUAGE CAMP

L. Lewis mentioned that the EMSB Summer Language Camp, which was serviced by five EMSB speech-

language pathologists, was well organized and that the participating speech-language pathologists did a

wonderful job in addressing the needs of students presenting with language delays. He also thanked Susan

Waite who is currently a member of the Summer Language Camp Team.

4) TRAUMA TEAM

L. Lewis mentioned the EMSB Trauma Team which is deployed to school in the event of usually a death

of a parent, teacher, or student by accident, illness, murder, suicide, etc. Unfortunately the team had to be

utilized in a recent tragic situation in which a daycare educator suddenly died.
5) KIDS

L. Lewis mentioned the fact that the implementation of KIDS is going well and will also include 2 to 3

pilot schools in which administrators and teachers will have access to electronic data — this will be

evaluated with regard to the need for any further adjustments.

7.2.EDUCATION COMMITTEE
See attached report below from Cynthia Dudley.
Education Committee meeting
Wednesday, Oct. 14, 2015

Other than acknowledging that the beginning of the school year went well even with the union work to
rule decision in effect, the meeting concentrated on the mandate of the committee and the difficulty with
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10.

reaching quorum last year. The committee will ask the Council to reduce its quorum from 4 to 3 until the
vacant Council position is filled.

The remaining issue was with the Yeshiva Torah Academy whose parents’ contracting with the EMSB for
IEPs to homeschool. The majority of the contracts were completed by Oct. 14.

7.3.CENTRAL PARENTS’ COMMITTEE (CPC)
Tabled.

7.4.QUEBEC FEDERATION OF PARENT COMMITTEES (FCPQ)
Tabled.

7.5.REPORTS FROM ACSES MEMBERS
Tabled.

VARIA
No varia.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Tuesday, February 2, 2016.

ADJOURNMENT
It was moved by Isabelle Baas, seconded by Gail Bernstein and resolved to adjourn the meeting at 9:34 pm.
Vote: 14-0-0 Motion Carried
Brigida Sellato
Chair Communications Consultant/Secretary
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