
 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES (ACSES) 
Tuesday, February 2, 2016 in the William Dawson Room of the 

English Montreal School Board at 7:00 PM. 
 

 

PRESENT: 
 

Parent Members: 
Elizabeth Arnot 
Isabelle Baas 
Serena Capplette 
Joanne Charron 
Cynthia Dudley 
Giovanni Goffredo 
Andrea Morrison 
Mubeenah Mughal 
Rinku Vardi 
 

Non-Teaching Professionals: 
Susan Waite, Speech-Language Pathologist 
 
Support Staff: 
Paul Robichaud, Special Education Technician 
 

Teachers: 
Gail Bernstein, Teacher 
Peter Sutherland, Teacher 
 

In-School Administrator: 
Patrizia Ciccarelli, Alt. Principal 
 

Outside Agency: 
Rosemary Short, Jewish General Hospital 

 

Non-Voting Members:  
Lew Lewis, Director, Student Services 
Julie René de Cotret, Assistant Director, Student Services 
Brigida Sellato, Communications Consultant 
 

Commissioner: 
Sylvia Lo Bianco, Commissioner 
 
REGRETS: 
In-School Administrator: 
Anna Sanalitro, Principal 

 

Observers: 
Filomena Trindade, RPC West 
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1. WELCO ME 

Lew Lewis welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm. 
 

2. APPRO VAL O F AGENDA 

Lew Lewis asked that since some of members were not present as yet that the election portion be pushed back 

until they arrive. 

It was moved by Isabelle Baas, seconded by Liz Arnot and resolved to accept the agenda as presented. 

 Vote: 14-0-0 (M. Mughal not present)    Motion Carried 

 

3. APPRO VAL O F MINUTES O F JANUARY 21, 2016 

It was moved by Isabelle Baas, seconded by Liz Arnot and resolved to accept the minutes with minor 

corrections to spelling. 

Vote: 13-0-1 (M. Mughal not present)    Motion Carried 

 

M. Mughal arrived at 7:15 pm 

 

With arrival of the missing member, it was moved by Peter Sutherland, seconded by Gail Bernstein and resolved to 

move to the elections of the executive member. 

 

Vote: 15-0-0         Motion Carried 

 

4. ELECTIO NS: 

4.1 CHAIR 

 Serena Capplette nominated Joanne Charron, seconded by Rinku Varde. 

 Isabelle Baas nominated Cynthia Dudley, seconded by Liz Arnot. 

 Following a secret ballot vote, Joanne Charron was elected chair by majority.  

 

4.2 VICE-CHAIR 

 Joanne Charron nominated Serena Capplette, seconded by Gail Bernstein. 

 Liz Arnot nominated Cynthia Dudley, seconded by Isabelle Baas. 

 Following a secret ballot vote, Cynthia Dudley was elected vice-chair by majority. 

 

4.3 DELEGATE MEMBER FO R CPC 

 Giovanni Goffredo nominated Isabelle Baas, seconded by Cynthia Dudley. 

 There were no other nominations, Isabelle Baas was elected delegate to CPC by acclamation.  

 

4.4 ALTERNATE MEMBER FO R CPC 

 Liz Arnot nominated herself, seconded by Cynthia Dudley. 

 There were no other nominations, Liz Arnot was elected Alternate delegate to CPC by acclamation.  

 

4.5 DELEGATE FO R EDUCATIO N CO MMITTEE 

 Liz Arnot nominated herself, seconded by Isabelle Baas. 

There were no other nominations, Liz Arnot was elected delegate to the Education Committee by 

acclamation. 

 

4.6 DELEGATE TO  FCPQ (FO R SPECIAL NEEDS CO MMITTEE) 

 Serena Capplette nominated herself, seconded by Joanne Charron. 

 Giovanni Goffredo nominated Isabelle Baas, seconded by Liz Arnot. 

 Following a secret ballot vote, Isabelle Baas was elected delegate to the FCPQ by majority.  

 

5. BUSINESS ARISING 

5.1. SPECIAL EDUCATIO N PO LICY 

The members discussed the process for the consultation on the Special Education Policy.  
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It was moved by Andrea Morrison, seconded by Cynthia Dudley and resolved that ACSES, in 

preparation for the official consultation draft recommendations in a timely fashion to the writing 

committee of the Special Education Policy with regard to the Policy itself for March 23rd. 

Vote: 12-0-3       Motion Carried 

 

Lew Lewis reviewed the changes that were made by the committee.  Recommendations by the members 

were suggested and noted so that they may be considered for the Policy before it is sent to official 

consultation with various groups for the March 23rd Board meeting. 

 

All remaining items were tabled to the February 22nd meeting. 

 

5.2. GO VERNANCE PRO FILE 

 

5.3. REVIEW AND MO DIFICATIO NS TO  INTERNAL RULES 

 

5.4. PROPOSED TRANSITION PROGRAM FOR JOHN GRANT 

1) ACCESS TO YOUTH SECTOR PROGRAMS UP TO THE AGE OF 21 FOR STUDENTS WITH HANDICAP 

CODES  

2) PROPER CONSULTATION 
 

5.5. SUCCESS RATE FO R SPECIAL NEEDS 

5.6. 21 YEARS AND O VER – UPDATE 

 

5.7. CO NSULTATIO N: BUDGET BUILDING PRO CESS 2016-2017 

The item will be dealt with at the February 22nd meeting. Livia Nassivera, Director of Finance will be 

invited to present the budget. 

 

6. NEW BUSINESS  

No new business. 

 

7. REPO RTS 

7.1. DIRECTO R O F STUDENT SERVICES 

Report was defered to the February 22nd meeting. 

7.2. EDUCATIO N CO MMITTEE 

7.3. CENTRAL PARENTS’ CO MMITTEE (CPC) 

7.4. QUEBEC FEDERATIO N O F PARENT CO MMITTEES (FCPQ) 

7.5. REPO RTS FRO M ACSES MEMBERS 

 

8. VARIA 

No varia. 

  

9. DATE O F NEXT MEETING 

Monday, February 22, 2016. 

 

10. ADJO URNMENT 

It was moved by Gail Bernstein, seconded by Peter Sutherland and resolved to table the remaining items and 

adjourn the meeting at 9:50 pm.  

Vote: 15-0-0        Motion Carried 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________    ___________________________ 

Joanne Charron      Brigida Sellato 

Chair       Communications Consultant/Secretary 


