
 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES (ACSES) 

Monday, March 16, 2015 in the William Dawson Room of the 
English Montreal School Board at 7:00 PM. 

 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Parent Members: 
Elizabeth Arnot 
Isabelle Baas 
Joanne Charron 
Cynthia Dudley 
Andrea Morrison 
 

Non-Teaching Professionals: 
Susan Waite, Speech-Language Pathologist 
 

Support Staff: 
Paul Robichaud, Special Education Technician 
 

Teachers: 
Gail Bernstein, Teacher 
Jody Wilson, Teacher 
 

In-School Administrator: 
Anna Sanalitro, Principal 
 

Outside Agency: 
Rosemary Short, Jewish General Hospital 
 

Commissioner: 
Sylvia Lo Bianco, Commissioner 
 

Non-Voting Members:  
Lew Lewis, Director, Student Services 
Julie René de Cotret, Assistant Director Student Services 
Brigida Sellato, Communications Consultant 
 

Resource Members: 
Daniel Andrelli, former Chair of ACSES 
Patrizia Ciccarelli, Principal 
 

REGRETS: 
 

Parent Members: 
Michael Beigleman 
Ana Milic 

 
 

Observers: 
Frank Veiria, RPC 1 
Margherita Ciarlelli, RPC 2 
Veronica Claverias, RPC 3 



2 | P a g e  

 

 
1. WELCOME 

The Chair welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm. 
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

It was moved by Isabelle Baas, seconded by Gail Bernstein and resolved to accept the agenda with the 
following additions. 

 
4.6 General Assembly 
 
Vote: 7-0-0 (A. Morrison, S. Waite, J. Wilson not present)  Motion Carried 

 
J. Wilson arrived at 7:05 pm 
 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 16, 2015 

It was moved by Cynthia Dudley, seconded by Isabelle Baas and resolved to accept the minutes as 
presented. 

 
Vote: 8-0-0 (A. Morrison, S. Waite not present)    Motion Carried 

 
S. Waite arrived at 7:07 pm 
A. Morrison arrived at 7:15 pm 
S. Lo Bianco arrived at 7:15 pm 

 
4. BUSINESS ARISING 

4.1. SPECIAL ED. POLICY 
Lew Lewis updated the members on the process and progress on the special education policy. 
 
The members discussed how ACSES should begin their analysis of the policy.  Ideas were proposed 
such as; language of the document, IEP, confidentiality and legal status, standardized protocols, 
standard IEP, defining of the team and procedures for parents. 
 
It was moved by Andrea Morrison, seconded by Isabelle Baas and resolved that ACSES begin 
working on the IEP process in the Special Education Policy. 
 
Vote: 10-0-0         Motion Carried 
 

4.2. TRANSPORTATION – RE: LETTER SENT LAST YEAR TO CHAIR OF TRANSPORTATION 
A response is forthcoming from the transportation committee.  Sylvia Lo Bianco advised the chair 
to bring the issues to the next Council meeting that way they can mandate the transportation 
committee to look at the issues.  Sylvia Lo Bianco will also speak to Patricia Lattanzio letting her 
know the letter will come to council. 
 
Patrizia Ciccarelli advised the members that some of the issues are being addressed. 
 

4.3. 21 + COMMITTEE 
Dates are being looked at to hold a meeting of the sub-committee. 
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4.4. LETTER RE COLLECTIVE AGREEMENT 
The chair removed herself from the discussion and passed the item to the vice-chair. 
 
Following a brief discussion, it was moved by Andrea Morrison, seconded by Isabelle Baas and 
resolved to write a letter in support of the teachers following the FCPQ meeting on March 21st 
should there be more information coming from said meeting. 
 
Vote: 9-0-1         Motion Carried 
 

4.5. UPDATE SUMMIT OF ACSES COMMISSIONERS 
The chair advised the members on the meeting that took place between the parent commissioners of 
the English boards’ ACSES committees.  She was very pleased with the way in which the EMSB 
communicates with the committee after hearing from other Boards.  The group is working on a 
collective letter to introduce themselves to the Minister and they are working together to 
communicate. 
 

4.6. GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
The general assembly has been rescheduled to April 28th. 

 
5. NEW BUSINESS  

5.1  NEW EDUCATION MINISTER/MACKAY 
The members briefly discussed what is going to happen now that there is a new Minister with the 
promises for the new school for MacKay.  Sylvia Lo Bianco has contacted the new Minister and is 
awaiting a phone call this week. 
 

6. REPORTS 
6.1. DIRECTOR OF STUDENT SERVICES 

1) SPECIAL EDUCATION 
 The allocation of resource teachers will include a different methodology for calculating the 

allocation of resource teachers to schools.  The usual factors will also be considered - i.e. 
number of coded students, number of students on an IEP without codes, inner city index, 
student population, severity of codes, etc. 

 Child care workers – request was made at the Finance Committee which will be forwarded to 
the Board with respect to the addition of funds to subsidize the cost of the additional 
handicapped and Code 14 students registered in the EMSB. 

 IEP release monies for teachers in self-contained classes in special education schools will 
now be available for them with respect to the formulation and/or updating of IEP’s. 
 

2) PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 Mindfulness workshops have been organized for members of the Student Services 

Department – i.e. three half-days over the course of one month with Dr. Joe Flanders, 
Assistant Professor at McGill University and Director of Mindspace.  We are also looking for 
three pilot schools so that this approach can be incorporated with students and staff at the 
schools in question. 

 Self/peer exploitation workshop was held on January 30, 2015 - excellent feedback received; 
a valuable booklet was distributed to all participants; presence of police, CSSS 
representatives, other school boards representatives, etc.  Noni Classen, Director of Education 
at the Canadian Centre for Child Protection, will possibly be invited back in the near future. 
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3) STAFF UPDATE 
 L. Lewis updated ACSES members with regard to the addition of staff within the Student 

Services Department. 
 

4) KIDS 
 Julie René de Cotret and Amanda Vivona, Occupational Therapist, presented this program to 

members of the Commission scolaire Pointe-de-l’Île.  As well, Julie René de Cotret, Luigi 
Di Filippo, Director of Information Technology Services, and Bruce Seidel, creator of 
KIDS, will be presenting at the Annual Conference of the Canadian Association of School 
System Administrators (CASSA) in July 2015. 
 

5) ORIENTATION OF NEW TEACHERS 
 L. Lewis presented an overview of the Student Services Department with respect to services, 

programs, etc. available in the EMSB at a meeting of new teachers on February 9, 2015. 
 

6.2. EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
There was no meeting. 
 

6.3. CENTRAL PARENTS’ COMMITTEE (CPC) 
Topics discussed were the parent survey and consultations on the by-laws and policies, 
organigramme revisions and the budget building process were done.  
 

6.4. QUEBEC FEDERATION OF PARENT COMMITTEES (FCPQ) 
The meeting for special needs will take place on March 21st. 
 

6.5. REPORTS FROM ACSES MEMBERS 
There were no reports. 
 

7. VARIA 
There was no varia. 
 

8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Monday April 20, 2015 
 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
It was moved by Gail Bernstein, seconded by Jody Wilson and unanimously resolved to adjourn the 
meeting at 9:25 pm.  
 
Vote: 10-0-0        Motion Carried 

 
 
 
 

 
 

________________________    ___________________________ 
Joanne Charron      Brigida Sellato 
Chair       Communications Consultant/Secretary 


