
 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES (ACSES) 

Monday, February 16, 2015 in the MacVicar Room of the 
English Montreal School Board at 7:00 PM. 

 

PRESENT: 
 

Parent Members: 
Elizabeth Arnot 
Isabelle Baas 
Joanne Charron 
Cynthia Dudley 
Andrea Morrison 
 

Non-Teaching Professionals: 
Susan Waite, Speech-Language Pathologist 
 

Support Staff: 
Paul Robichaud, Special Education Technician 
 

Teachers: 
Gail Bernstein, Teacher 
 

In-School Administrator: 
Anna Sanalitro, Principal 
 

Outside Agency: 
Rosemary Short, Jewish General Hospital 
 

Commissioner: 
Sylvia Lo Bianco, Commissioner 
 

Non-Voting Members:  
Lew Lewis, Director, Student Services 
Julie René de Cotret, Assistant Director Student Services 
Brigida Sellato, Communications Consultant 
 

Resource Members: 
Patrizia Ciccarelli, Principal 
 

REGRETS: 
 

Parent Members: 
Michael Beigleman 
Ana Milic 

 

Teachers: 
Jody Wilson, Teacher 
 

Resource Members: 
Daniel Andrelli, former Chair of ACSES 
 

Observers: 
Frank Veiria, RPC 1 
Veronica Claverias, RPC 3 
Margherita Ciarlelli, RPC 2 
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1. WELCOME 

The Chair welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm. 
 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

It was moved by Isabelle Baas, seconded by Gail Bernstein and resolved to accept the agenda with the 
following additions. 

 
3a Resolution from Council Meeting 
8a FCPQ Convention 
 
Vote: 9-0-0 (A. Morrison not present)    Motion Carried 

 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JANUARY 13, 2015 

It was moved by Isabelle Baas, seconded by Cynthia Dudley and resolved to accept the minutes as 
presented. 

 
Vote: 8-0-1 (A. Morrison not present)    Motion Carried 

 
3A. RESOLUTION FROM COUNCIL MEETING 
 The chair advised the members that at the last council meeting a resolution was passed to add two 

resource members to the ACSES committee.  The members are Patrizia Ciccarelli and Daniel Andrelli. 
 
A. Morrison arrived at 7:17 pm 
S. Lo Bianco arrived at 8:00 pm 
 
4. BUDGET BUILDING PROCESS 2015-2016 

Appendix A: 
i) Agree 
ii) Agree 
iii) Agree 
iv) Agree 
v) Agree 

Recommendation to add keeping in mind all forms of accessibility for our students with 
special needs  

vi) Agree 
vii) Agree 
viii) Agree 
ix) Agree 
x) Agree 
xi) Agree 
xii) Agree 

 

It was moved by Isabelle Baas, seconded by Anna Sanalitro and unanimously resolved that 
the guiding principles with the recommendations. 
 
Vote: 10-0-0      Motion Carried 
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Appendix B of the Budget Building Process 
Budget Priorities 

 

In light of the declining youth sector population and considering the ongoing increase in the 
Board’s special needs population (particularly handicapped and Code 14 students), the 
Advisory Committee on Special Education Services (ACSES) is strongly recommending the 
following as part of its budget priorities for the 2015-2016 school year: 
 

1. That there be no cuts in any professional and support staff posts implicated in servicing 
the Board’s special needs population; 

2. That funding sources (e.g. for professional development, material purchases, etc.) be 
made available to support the effective functioning of the school’s multidisciplinary teams 
(e.g. psychologist, speech-language pathologist, special education consultant, 
administrator, resource teacher, special education technician and attendant, etc.) in 
order to ensure the ongoing collaboration with in-school personnel in addressing the 
systemic needs of each school’s special needs population; 

3. That the following posts be given priority (in the order indicated below) with respect to a 
possible increase in the event of available funding sources: 

a. Psychologist 
b. Guidance Counsellor 
c. Special Education Consultants 
d. Speech-Language Pathologist 

 

It was moved by Andrea Morrison, seconded by Gail Bernstein and unanimously resolved 
that the budget priorities be accepted. 
 
Vote: 10-0-0       Motion Carried 

 
5. GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE PROFILE 

Lew Lewis distributed a document which outlines the composition and action plan for the ACSES 
committee for 2014-2015. 
 
It was moved by Isabelle Baas, seconded by Gail Bernstein and unanimously resolved to accept the 
document and the action plan adding the resource members and two items to the action plan. 
 
Vote: 10-0-0       Motion Carried 
 

6. COLLECTIVE AGREEMENT – INFORMATION 
Joanne Charron excused herself from the discussion and passed the item to the Vice-chair to chair this 
part. 
The members discussed the action that ACSES should take regarding the negotiation process that is 
taking place with regard to the proposals to special needs.  It was decided that a timeline for March 16th 
be retained for approval by the members. 
 
It was moved by Andrea Morrison, seconded by Isabelle Baas and resolved that ACSES study and 
prepare a position paper to be shared with the Governing Boards, parents and community and to create a 
press release. 
 
Vote: 8-0-2 (A. Sanalitro & J. Charron abstain)  Motion Carried 

 
The members agreed to extend the meeting another ½ hour. 
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7. SPECIAL ED. POLICY UPDATE 
The members discussed how they would approach the discussion of the policy.  It was decided that for 
the next meeting the members would read the current policy and prepare ideas and issues that they feel 
they need more information on. 
 

8. JOHN GRANT, MARYMOUNT ADULT CTR. & C.A.R.E. 
The work will begin within the next month to form a working sub-committee to move forward on an 
action plan for the creation of a program for 21 plus special need students. 
 

8A. FCPQ CONVENTION 
A convention has been called for March 21st in Quebec City.  Isabelle Baas will be attending and she can 
bring a guest with her, Cynthia Dudley will accompany her. 
 
A summit of chairs of the Special ACSES committees from the various Boards has been called for 
February 22nd. 
  

9. DATE OF NEXT REGULAR MEETING 
March 16, 2015 
 

10. ADJOURNMENT 
It was moved by Liz Arnot, seconded by Susan Waite and unanimously resolved to adjourn the meeting 
at 9:35 pm.  
 
Vote: 10-0-0        Motion Carried 

 
 

 
 

________________________    ___________________________ 
Joanne Charron      Brigida Sellato 
Chair       Communications Consultant/Secretary 


