
 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES (ACSES) 

Tuesday, January 13, 2015 in the MacVicar Room of the 
English Montreal School Board at 7:00 PM. 

 

PRESENT: 
 

Parent Members: 
Isabelle Baas 
Michael Beigleman 
Joanne Charron 
Cynthia Dudley 
Ana Milic 
Andrea Morrison 
 

Non-Teaching Professionals: 
Susan Waite, Speech-Language Pathologist 
 

Support Staff: 
Paul Robichaud, Child Care Worker 
 

Teachers: 
Gail Bernstein, Teacher 
Jody Wilson, Teacher 
 

In-School Administrator: 
Anna Sanalitro, Principal 
 

Outside Agency: 
Rosemary Short, Jewish General Hospital 
 

Commissioner: 
Sylvia Lo Bianco, Commissioner 
 

Non-Voting Members:  
Lew Lewis, Director, Student Services 
Julie René de Cotret, Assistant Director Student Services 
Brigida Sellato, Communications Consultant 
 

Observers: 
Margherita Ciarlelli, RPC 2 
 

Guests: 
Angela Mancini, Chairman 
Livia Nassivera, Director, Financial Services 
Pina Evangelista, Consultant T.E.V.A. 
 

REGRETS: 
 

Parent Members: 
Elizabeth Arnot 
 

Observers: 
Frank Veiria, RPC 1 
Veronica Claverias, RPC 3 
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1. WELCOME 

The Chair welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm. 
 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
It was moved by Cynthia Dudley, seconded by Isabelle Baas and resolved to accept the agenda with the 
following additions. 
 
5.3 Continuing Educational Programs for 21 + Students 
7.1 Negotiation Offers 
 
Vote: 10-0-0 (A. Milic and A. Morrison not present)  Motion Carried 
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 24, 2014 
It was moved by Isabelle Baas, seconded by Michael Beigleman and resolved to accept the minutes with 
minor correction. 
 
Vote: 10-0-0       Motion Carried 
 

A. Milic and A. Morrison arrived at 7:15 pm 
A. Mancini and S. Lo Bianco arrived at 7:16 pm 

 
4. BUSINESS ARISING 

4.1. PRESENTATION: K.I.D.S. 
In introducing Julie René de Cotret, Assistant Director, Student Services Department prior to the 
presentation with respect to the program KIDS, L. Lewis indicated many other initiatives that have 
been implemented by the Student Services Department over the last number of years: 
 
 Mental Health Resource Centre 
 Trauma Team (the first in Quebec schools) 
 Summer Language Camp for students with language delays (only one in the English school 

boards) 
 Resource Literacy Teacher Network 
 Child Care Worker Professional Development 
 Partnerships with a multitude of organizations with respect to our Work Experience Program,  

Health and Social Services initiatives (Ometz, Herzl, Teenage Health Unit at the Jewish 
General Hospital, etc.) 

 Collaboration between Pedagogical Services and Student Services regarding many projects 
(e.g. Adaptations and Modifications) 

 Expanding our network of special education self-contained classes (e.g. SEEDS classes at 
Pierre Trudeau and St. Gabriel) 

 Consolidating the EMSB/CSSS bassin structure to strengthen collaboration, decision-making, 
service delivery, etc. 

 Professional Development regarding many topics (Bill 56, anxiety, homophobia, non-suicidal 
self-injury, IEP’s, transgender individuals, behaviour issues, multiculturalism, Bill 118, etc.) 

 
Julie Rene de Cotret presented to the members the basics on how the K.I.D.S. database works.  This 
program gives the professionals in Student Services easier access to student files.  It is currently 
being used by professionals only but will be expanded to all schools in the future. 
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4.2. SPECIAL ED. POLICY UPDATE 

Lew Lewis updated the members on the ongoing work being done by the committee. To date 
because of the validation process the members have not met but a meeting will be forthcoming.  
Members can submit any comments or suggestions for the committee to consider. 
 
The members agreed to add this item to the agenda for the special meeting for ACSES. 
 

5. NEW BUSINESS  
5.1  BUDGET BUILDING PROCESS 2015-2016 – LIVIA NASSIVERA 

Livia Nassivera outlined the changes to the budget building process for 2015-2016. 
She indicated the new timeline for the responses, being March 13th. 
 
The members agreed to set a date for a special meeting to discuss the budget building response. 
 

5.2  T.E.V.A. – PINA EVANGELISTA 
 See attached document. 
 
5.1  CONTINUING EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM FOR 21+ STUDENTS 

Angela Mancini and Sylvia Lo Bianco expressed interest in looking at the possibility of creating 
new educational programs for the students who are 21 years and over.  They expressed, to the 
members that this will be a big process and it will take time but first they need to understand what 
the needs are in order to build the program. They are looking for support from ACSES on this 
endeavour. 
 

M. Beigleman left at 9:27 pm 
 
The members agreed to extend the meeting another ½ hour. 

 
6. REPORTS 

6.1. DIRECTOR OF STUDENT SERVICES 
1) STUDENT SERVICES STAFFING UPDATE 

Lew Lewis provided an update with respect to the staff recently hired in the Student Services 
Department as well as a few posts still to be filled. 

 
2) SPECIAL EDUCATION 

Lew Lewis discussed the current procedures with regard to the allocation of resource teachers 
and self-contained class teachers.  He further described the type of documentation that will be 
provided to schools as well as forms to complete with respect to requested services for the 
2015-2016 school year.  He outlined some of the key criteria incorporated regarding the 
allocation of resource teachers to schools:  e.g. number of coded students, nature and severity 
of the codes, inner city index, and number of non-coded students with IEP’s, etc.  He also 
explained the fact that the Student Services Department is in the process of adding additional 
self-contained classes to provide more effective services to students in need. 

 
Validations:  Lew Lewis outlined the fact that there were three hundred (300) files submitted to 
the MELS during the first week in January – they were provided via a USB key.  The EMSB 
will receive feedback from the MELS probably in the month of March with respect to the 
number of accepted cases.  Lew Lewis extended a thank-you to the entire Student Services 
Department and Guidance Counsellors for a job well done.  He shared some concerns with 
respect to lack of clear guidelines emanating from the Ministry particularly in view of the fact 
that this is the first year that all school boards in Quebec are submitting files directly to the 
MELS in Quebec City. 



4 | P a g e  

 

 
3) GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Lew Lewis outlined the possibility of having a workshop for parents of special needs students 
on the topic of transition planning for students with special needs – this workshop would be 
presented by members of the Student Services, Pedagogical Services and AEVS departments. 

 
4) PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Lew Lewis gave examples of forthcoming workshops in the Student Services Department:  
 First Episode Psychosis for guidance counsellors and psychologists 
 Workplace Resilience Training (mindfulness) for members of the Student Services 
Department 
 Self/peer exploitation for principals and professionals 
 DYP workshop for high school principals 

 
6.2. EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

The meeting is scheduled for February. 
 

6.3. CENTRAL PARENTS’ COMMITTEE (CPC) 
Topics discussed were the parent survey, update on Math 414, the actions that CPC will take with 
regard to the developments at Ste-Catherine de Sienne and Focus Schools. 
 

6.4. QUEBEC FEDERATION OF PARENT COMMITTEES (FCPQ) 
The meeting for special needs has not taken place as yet. 
 

6.5. REPORTS FROM ACSES MEMBERS 
There were no reports. 
 

7. VARIA 
7.1 NEGOTIATION OFFERS 

The teachers shared the offers that were presented to them with regard to the new negotiations with 
the MELS.  They asked for support from the parents and Council. 
 

7.2 DATE FOR SPECIAL MEETING 
The members agreed to Monday, February 16th at 7 pm for a special meeting to discuss the Budget 
priorities and the Special Education Policy.  
 

8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Special Meeting, Monday, February 16, 2015 at 7 pm. 
Regular Meeting, Monday, March 16, 2015 at 7 pm. 
 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
 It was moved by Isabelle Baas, seconded by Paul Robichaud and unanimously resolved to adjourn the 
meeting at 10:10 pm.  
 
Vote: 12-0-0        Motion Carried 

 
 
 
 

________________________    ___________________________ 
Joanne Charron      Brigida Sellato 
Chair       Communications Consultant/Secretary 
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