a Commission scolaire English-Montréal

0 English Montreal School Board

Minutes of the meeting of the
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES (ACSES)
Monday, April 20, 2015 in the William Dawson Room of the
English Montreal School Board at 7:00 PM.

PRESENT:

Parent Members:
Elizabeth Arnot
Isabelle Baas
Michael Beigleman
Joanne Charron
Cynthia Dudley

Non-Teaching Professionals:
Susan Waite, Speech-Language Pathologist

Support Staff:
Paul Robichaud, Special Education Technician

Teachers:
Gail Bernstein, Teacher
Jody Wilson, Teacher

In-School Administrator:
Anna Sanalitro, Principal

Outside Agency:
Rosemary Short, Jewish General Hospital

Non-Voting Members:

Lew Lewis, Director, Student Services

Julie René de Cotret, Assistant Director Student Services
Brigida Sellato, Communications Consultant

Resource Members:
Daniel Andrelli, former Chair of ACSES
Patrizia Ciccarelli, Principal

Observers:
Margherita Ciarlelli, RPC 2

REGRETS:

Parent Members:
Andrea Morrison

Commissioner:
Sylvia Lo Bianco, Commissioner

Observers:
Frank Veiria, RPC 1
Veronica Claverias, RPC 3



1. WELCOME
The Chair welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm.

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
It was moved by Isabelle Baas, seconded by Gail Bernstein and resolved to accept the agenda with the
following additions.

4.5 Update on Meeting with CSDM
7.1 Letter to Parents

And item 6.5 will be moved before the approval of the minutes.
Vote: 11-0-0 Motion Carried
Cynthia Dudley left in order to attend another meeting down the hall.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MARCH 16, 2015
It was moved by Isabelle Baas, seconded by Liz Arnot and resolved to accept the minutes as presented.

Vote: 10-0-0 Motion Carried

4. BUSINESS ARISING
4.1.SPECIAL ED. POLICY- UPDATE
Lew Lewis updated the members on the process and progress on the special education policy.
The timeline for the consultation is being looked at with a goal for December of 2016.

The members discussed the IEP and how it is implemented, written and followed up at the schools.
More discussion to come at the next meeting.

Cynthia Dudley returned for the discussion.

4.2.LETTER RE COLLECTIVE AGREEMENT
The item was passed to the Vice-Chair, Liz Arnot.
A draft letter was written and the members briefly discussed the content and sharing it with other
Special needs committees for their endorsement and support.

It was moved by Isabelle Baas, seconded by Liz Arnot and resolved to send the letter to the
Ministry.

Vote: 9-0-2 (A. Sanalitro & J. Charron abstain) Motion Carried

4.3.21 + COMMITTEE
Tabled to the next meeting.

4.4. TRANSPORTATION— RE: LETTER SENT LAST YEAR TO CHAIR OF TRANSPORTATION
Tabled to the next meeting.

4.5.UPDATE ON MEETING WITH CSDM
The chair advised the members on the meeting that took place with the CSDM. Members of the
CPC and Parent Commissioners were invited from the various Boards. They are asking that the
French and English Boards come together to confront the Ministry on the budgetary constraints.
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They will be meeting again with more Boards and Joanne Charron will update the members at the
next meeting.

NEW BUSINESS
No new Business.

REPORTS
6.1.DIRECTOR OF STUDENT SERVICES

1)

SPECIAL EDUCATION

The allocation of resource teachers has just been completed and information in this regard has
been sent to all school principals. Many factors were examined regarding the above allocation —
this was discussed at the last ACSES meeting.

An IEP memo has been sent to all schools with respect to the availability of IEP release monies
for teachers in self-contained classes as well as special education schools.

Mesure 30054 (research in special education) was sent to all schools to elicit interest on the part
of individual schools to pilot a research project.

Allocation of CCW’s for the 2015-2016 school year will begin shortly after we receive input
from the Allocation of Resources Committees in all schools.

Validations — at this point in time we still await results from the Ministry of Education.

Case conferences with respect to students to be admitted to such schools as LINKS and John
Grant will be taking place during the course of the next two months.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

The workshop on transgender youth which recently took place was extremely successful — this
workshop included guidance counsellors, spiritual community animators, some administrators
and professionals.

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS WEEK — MAY 4-8, 2015

Information will be circulated to all schools with respect to various activities which can be
conducted in schools regarding the issue of mental health. Six pilot schools will be particularly
involved in mental health awareness activities.

STAFF UPDATE

An update with respect to recently hired professionals in the Student Services Department was
presented.

6.2.EDUCATION COMMITTEE
There was no meeting.

6.3.CENTRAL PARENTS’ COMMITTEE (CPC)
Topics discussed were the parent survey and the convention for the FCPQ.

6.4.QUEBEC FEDERATION OF PARENT COMMITTEES (FCPQ)
The meeting was very informative and well attended. The first part was for all the FCPQ members
and the afternoon session dealt only with the special needs representatives.

The main topics that were of concern by all will be brought to the Ministry, such as; having the vote
given to the parent commissioners and having the special needs parent commissioner being voted by
the special needs committee and not the CPC.

Isabelle Baas asked if ACSES could cover the cost of one person to attend the conference on May
29t and 30, She would like to volunteer to attend.

It was moved by Liz Arnot, seconded by Michael Beigleman and resolved to allocate a maximum of
5008 from the budget to pay for the registration fee and travel fee for Isabelle Baas to attend the
FCPQ conference in May.
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Vote: 10-0-0 Motion Carried

6.5.REPORTS FROM ACSES MEMBERS
There were no reports.

7. VARIA
7.1 LETTER TO PARENTS
Paul Robichaud asked that Student Services look into a letter with information and open house dates
be sent to parents at the beginning of the year.

Julie Rene de Cotret informed the members that Student Services, Pedagogical Services and Adult
Education are working together to launch a pamphlet with all the information online for parents with
regard to the youth and adult sector.

The dates of the open houses are currently posted on the EMSB website.

8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Monday June 15, 2015 at 6:30 pm for a meeting and social.

9. ADJOURNMENT
It was moved by Gail Bernstein, seconded by Isabelle Baas and resolved to adjourn the meeting at 9:20

pm.
Vote: 10-0-0 Motion Carried

Joanne Charron Brigida Sellato

Chair Communications Consultant/Secretary
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