
 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES (ACSES) 

Monday, September 22, 2014 in the William Dawson of the 
English Montreal School Board at 7:00 PM. 

 

PRESENT: 
 
Parent Members: 
Elizabeth Arnot 
Joanne Charron 
Cynthia Dudley 
 
In-School Administrator: 
Anna Sanalitro, Principal 
 
Non-Teaching Professionals: 
Susan Waite, Speech-Language Pathologist 
 
Support Staff: 
Paul Robichaud, Child Care Worker 
 
Teachers: 
Gail Bernstein, Teacher 
 
Outside Agency: 
Rosemary Short, Jewish General Hospital 
 
Commissioner: 
Marvin Helfenbaum 
 
Non-Voting Members:  
Lew Lewis, Director, Student Services 
Julie René de Cotret, Assistant Director Student Services 
Brigida Sellato, Communications Consultant 
 
Observers: 
 
 
REGRETS: 
 
Parent Members: 
Isabelle Baas 
Michael Beigleman 
Andrea Morrison 
Patricia Willis (Resigned Position) 



1. WELCOME 
The Director of Student Services, Lew Lewis welcomed back the members to the first meeting for the 
2014-2015 school year and called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm. 
 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
It was moved by Liz Arnot, seconded by Paul Robichaud and unanimously resolved to accept the agenda 
as presented. 
 
Vote: 8-0-0        Motion Carried 
 

3. ELECTIONS: 
3.1 CHAIR 

Liz Arnot nominated Joanne Charron for the position of Chair. 
There were no other nominations. 
 
Joanne Charron was elected as chair by acclamation.  
 

3.2 VICE-CHAIR 
Joanne Charron nominated Liz Arnot for the position of Vice-Chair. 
There were no other nominations. 
 
Liz Arnot was elected as vice-chair by acclamation.  

 
3.3 DELEGATE MEMBER FOR CPC 

Isabelle Baas nominated herself by proxy for the CPC delegate position. 
There were no other nominations. 
 
Isabelle Baas was elected as the CPC delegate by acclamation.  

 
3.4 ALTERNATE MEMBER FOR CPC 

Cynthia Dudley nominated herself for the CPC alternate delegate position. 
There were no other nominations. 
 
Cynthia Dudley was elected as the CPC alternate delegate by acclamation.  

 
3.5 DELEGATE FOR EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Cynthia Dudley nominated herself for the delegate to the Education Committee. 
There were no other nominations. 
 
Cynthia Dudley was elected as the delegate to the Education Committee by acclamation.  

 
3.6 CANDIDATES FOR PARENT COMMISSIONER 

Isabelle Baas and Joanne Charron presented themselves as candidates for Parent Commissioner for 
ACSES.  Their names will be given to the Central Parents’ Committee for nomination purposes at 
the October 15th General Assembly. 

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JUNE 4, 2014 

It was moved by Cynthia Dudley, seconded by Susan Waite and unanimously resolved to accept the 
minutes as presented. 
 
Vote: 8-0-0        Motion Carried 
 



5. BUSINESS ARISING 
5.1. PRESENTATION: K.I.D.S. 

Scheduled for the next meeting. 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS  
6.1  DATES OF MEETINGS FOR 2014-2015 

The members decided on the dates for the 2014-20154 school year as follows; 
November 17th William Dawson 
January 14th  MacVicar 
March 16th  William Dawson 
March 30th  General Assembly/Laurence Patterson 
April 20th  William Dawson 
June 15th  William Dawson 
 

7. REPORTS 
7.1. DIRECTOR OF STUDENT SERVICES 

1) SPECIAL EDUCATION 
a. Lew Lewis reviewed the code verification process which is in the process of being completed 

by professionals in the Student Services Department. 
b. Validation procedures were reviewed which have significant financial implications for the 

Board. 
c. Hors Reseau Entente –Lew Lewis reviewed the Entente with respect to the six Hors Reseau 

schools. 
d. Resource Literacy Teachers Network workshops–Lew Lewis mentioned that the Student 

Services Department is currently in the process of organizing such workshops for Resource 
Literacy Teachers, principals, teachers, etc. 

e. Mention was made of the importance of the September 30th deadline date. 
 

2) CHILD CARE WORKERS 
Lew Lewis outlined the budgetary constraints with respect to the CCW budget as well as the 
procedures regarding the examination of each new request on a case-by-case basis; he further 
indicated the flexibility that principals have with respect to the allocation of resources in their 
schools. 
 

3) MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCE CENTRE 
Lew Lewis outlined the basic elements of the MHRC-i.e. workshops, resource centres, 
information, partnerships, etc. 
 

4) STAFFING 
Lew Lewis provided an update with respect to the staffing situation in the Student Services 
Department-i.e. postings: Behaviour Management Specialist, Healthy Schools Consultant, and 
100% regular psychologist post. 
 

5) SUMMER LANGUAGE CAMP 
Lew Lewis mentioned the EMSB Summer Language Camp which was serviced by four EMSB  
SLP’s who did a wonderful job in providing services to young students presenting with language 
delays.  He also thanked Susan Waite who is a member of the Summer Language Camp team. 
 

6) BUDGET 
Lew Lewis provided an outline of the current budget constraints facing the EMSB as well as 
other school boards in Quebec.  He made mention of the particular impact on student success as 
well as special education. 



7) SPECIAL EDUCATION POLICY 
Lew Lewis mentioned that Joanne Charron will be the parent representative on ACSES in the 
revision of the special education policy. 
 

7.2. EDUCATION COMMITTEE (EC) 
The meeting was cancelled. 
 

7.3. CENTRAL PARENTS’ COMMITTEE (CPC) 
The general assembly is scheduled for October 15th. 
 

7.4. QUEBEC FEDERATION OF PARENT COMMITTEES (QFPC) 
There was meeting. 
 

7.5. REPORTS FROM ACSES MEMBERS 
Paul Robichaud distributed an article for the members to read. See attached article. 
 

8. VARIA 
There was no varia. 
 

9. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Monday, November 17, 2014 at 7 pm. 
 

10. ADJOURNMENT 
 It was moved by Joanne Charron, seconded by Anna Sanalitro and unanimously resolved to adjourn the 
meeting at  8:25 pm.  
 
Vote: 8-0-0        Motion Carried 

 
 
 
 
 

________________________     ___________________________ 
Joanne Charron       Brigida Sellato 
Chair        Secretary 



 



 



 



 


