
 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES (ACSES) 

Monday, November 24, 2014 in the William Dawson of the 
English Montreal School Board at 7:00 PM. 

 

PRESENT: 
 

Parent Members: 
Elizabeth Arnot 
Isabelle Baas 
Michael Beigleman 
Joanne Charron 
Cynthia Dudley 
Andrea Morrison 
 

Non-Teaching Professionals: 
Susan Waite, Speech-Language Pathologist 
 

Support Staff: 
Paul Robichaud, Child Care Worker 
 
Teachers: 
Gail Bernstein, Teacher 
 
Outside Agency: 
Rosemary Short, Jewish General Hospital 
 
Commissioner: 
TBD 
 
Non-Voting Members:  
Lew Lewis, Director, Student Services 
Brigida Sellato, Communications Consultant 
 
Observers: 
Margherita Ciarlelli, RPC 2 
 
REGRETS: 
 
Parent Members: 
Ana Milic 
 
In-School Administrator: 
Anna Sanalitro, Principal 
 
Non-Voting Members:  
Julie René de Cotret, Assistant Director Student Services 
 
Observers: 
Frank Veiria, RPC 1 
Veronica Claverias, RPC 3 



 
1. WELCOME 

The Chair welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm. 
 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
It was moved by Isabelle Baas, seconded by Cynthia Dudley and resolved to accept the agenda as 
presented. 
 
Vote: 8-0-0 (A. Morrison not present for vote)    Motion Carried 
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 22, 2014 
It was moved by Cynthia Dudley, seconded by Gail Bernstein and resolved to accept the minutes as 
presented. 
 
Vote: 8-0-1         Motion Carried 
 

4. BUSINESS ARISING 
4.1. PRESENTATION: K.I.D.S. 

Scheduled for the next meeting. 
 

4.2. SPECIAL ED. POLICY UPDATE 
The first meeting of the committee was held to look at the policy.  They reviewed the various details 
in the policy and reviewed new definitions.  The timeline is scheduled for two years from start to 
finish.  Lew Lewis asked that this item remain on every ACSES agenda.  He will bring updates 
regularly and if any member has any comments or suggestions they can send them to either him or 
to Joanne Charron, who sits on the committee. 
 
Suggestions to look at; transportation, service animals, daycare, and the work orientation program. 
 

4.3. PARENT MEMBERSHIP 
A new member Ana Milic was appointed at the November CPC meeting.  The members also 
discussed having a letter drawn up to send to candidates when their application is received. 

 
5. NEW BUSINESS  

5.1  UPDATE MACKAY CENTRE/PHILIP E. LAYTON 
Mr. Bolduc, Minister of Education, visited Mackay Centre and was shown the facility and 
interacted with the students.  It was a very productive meeting.  He showed interest to fast track a 
project to build Mackay a new school. 

 
Cynthia Dudley left at 7:50 pm 
 
6. REPORTS 

6.1. DIRECTOR OF STUDENT SERVICES 
1) SPECIAL EDUCATION 

a. L. Lewis reviewed the current need for additional child care worker services – he made 
reference to the financial implications of these additions 

b. He outlined the nature of the memo regarding IEP’s that has been recently sent out to schools 
c. Validations – L. Lewis outlined the current situation with respect to the validation process – 

i.e. compressed deadline, many more student files, DSM-4 vs DSM-5 issues, and the three 
conditions required to have the MELS accept a specific dossier 

 
 
 



2) MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCE CENTRE (MHRC) 
L. Lewis outlined the forthcoming workshop regarding mindfulness as well as possible pilot 
schools.  He further mentioned the recent workshop held for the Student Services Department 
professionals on the issue of transgender/gender nonconforming students. 

3) STAFFING 
 L. Lewis outlined the recent staffing developments within the Student Services Department. 

 
6.2. EDUCATION COMMITTEE (EC) 

There has been no meeting to date. 
 

6.3. CENTRAL PARENTS’ COMMITTEE (CPC) 
Topics discussed were the change in date of the April meeting, an update on the cohabitating 
schools and the appoint of the new ACSES member. 
 

6.4. QUEBEC FEDERATION OF PARENT COMMITTEES (FCPQ) 
There was meeting.  The general assembly is this weekend. 
 
It was moved by Gail Bernstein, seconded by Paul Robichaud and unanimously resolved to elect 
Isabelle Baas as the representative to the FCPQ representing special needs.  

 
Vote: 8-0-0        Motion Carried 
 

6.5. REPORTS FROM ACSES MEMBERS 
Nothing to report. 
 

7. VARIA 
There was no varia. 
 

8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Wednesday, January 14, 2015 at 7 pm. 
 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
 It was moved by Gail Bernstein, seconded by Paul Robichaud and unanimously resolved to adjourn the 
meeting at  8:15 pm.  
 
Vote: 8-0-0        Motion Carried 

 
 
 
 
 

________________________     ___________________________ 
Joanne Charron       Brigida Sellato 
Chair        Secretary 


