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Minutes of the meeting of the 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES (ACSES) 

Monday, June 15, 2015 in the William Dawson Room of the 
English Montreal School Board at 7:00 PM. 

PRESENT: 
Parent Members: 
Elizabeth Arnot 
Isabelle Baas 
Michael Beigleman 
Joanne Charron 
Cynthia Dudley 
Andrea Morrison 
Non-Teaching Professionals: 
Susan Waite, Speech-Language Pathologist 
Support Staff: 
Paul Robichaud, Special Education Technician 
Teachers: 
Gail Bernstein, Teacher 
Jody Wilson, Teacher 
In-School Administrator: 
Anna Sanalitro, Principal 
Non-Voting Members:  
Lew Lewis, Director, Student Services 
Brigida Sellato, Communications Consultant 
Commissioner: 
Angela Mancini, Chairman 
Sylvia Lo Bianco, Commissioner 
Resource Members: 
Patrizia Ciccarelli, Principal 
Observers: 
Margherita Ciarlelli, RPC 2 
REGRETS: 
Outside Agency: 
Rosemary Short, Jewish General Hospital 
Non-Voting Members:  
Julie René de Cotret, Assistant Director Student Services 
Resource Members: 
Daniel Andrelli, former Chair of ACSES 
Observers: 
Frank Veiria, RPC 1 
Veronica Claverias, RPC 3 



1. WELCOME 
The Chair welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:13 pm. 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
It was moved by Liz Arnot, seconded by Isabelle Baas and resolved to accept the agenda as presented. 

Vote: 10-0-0 (A. Morrison not present)     Motion Carried 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF: 
A) April 20, 2015 
It was moved by Anna Sanalitro, seconded by Michael Beigleman and resolved to accept the minutes 
with the correction to the FCPQ report and leaving the name resource members. 

Vote: 6-2-2 (A. Morrison not present)     Motion Carried 

B) May 13, 2015 
It was moved by Michael Beigleman, seconded by Anna Sanalitro and resolved to accept the minutes as 
presented leaving the name resource members. 

Vote: 5-2-3 (A. Morrison not present)     Motion Carried 

4. BUSINESS ARISING 
4.1.RESOURCE MEMBERS  

The members discussed the addition of the resource members that was moved at the January 28th 
Council meeting.   
The chair asked that the meeting move in camera at 7:50 pm to discuss. 
The meeting resumed at 8:00 pm 

It was moved by Gail Bernstein, seconded by Paul Robichaud and resolved to accept Patrizia 
Ciccarelli and Danny Andrelli as the resource members to ACSES. 

Vote: 9-0-1 (A. Morrison not present)    Motion Carried 

Members asked if at the September meeting the criteria could be discussed for replacing any 
resource member in the future. 

Andrea Morrison arrived at 8:05 pm. 

4.2.SPECIAL ED. POLICY- UPDATE   
Lew Lewis gave and update to the members. 
The members then discussed the document presented by Andrea Morrison, Susan Waite and Paul 
Robichaud. (See attached) Suggestions were made to the points in order to submit them to Lew 
Lewis and the committee.  The remainder of the points will be discussed in September due to time. 
The members would like to see a flow chart sample to be incorporated into the document. 

4.3.LETTER RE COLLECTIVE AGREEMENT   
A letter was received from the Minister in response. 

Michael Beigleman left at 8:30 pm. 

4.4.TRANSPORTATION LETTER- UPDATE 
A response should be received shortly from the committee on the issues that were expressed in the 
letter from last year. 

4.5.MEETING WITH OTHER BOARDS- UPDATE 
The chair advised the members on the coalition that was created by parents of the various school 
Boards (French and English) to denounce the cutbacks in education. See attached. 
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The coalition is now asking for support from the various committees. 

It was moved by Cynthia Dudley, seconded by Isabelle Baas and unanimously resolved to support 
the coalition of parents. 

Vote: 10-0-0         Motion Carried 

4.6.21 YEARS AND OVER - UPDATE 
The committee has met and the membership includes a variety of people within the special needs 
network.  They are looking at ideas for students to continue their education.  
A suggestion was made to have someone the autism spectrum and someone from the WOTP 
program at John Grant sit on the committee. 

5. NEW BUSINESS  
5.1 PARENT COMMISSIONER FOR ACSES  

I) REVIEW OF ROLE AFTER FIRST YEAR 
II) PLANS/ SUGGESTIONS FOR 2015-2016 
A suggestion was made to include an ACSES report at the council meeting in order to bring 
forward issues that come up at the meetings. 

5.2 WEBSITE 
The members briefly discussed producing a booklet or pamphlet to inform parents on ACSES and 
special needs. 

6. REPORTS 
6.1.DIRECTOR OF STUDENT SERVICES 

1) SPECIAL EDUCATION 
• An update of the CCW dossier with respect to budgetary implications was provided with 

particular emphasis on the fact that we are expecting at least 100 to 125 additional students 
with handicaps registered for the 2015-2016 school year. 

• The validation results indicated that the EMSB was successful with regard to 287 out of 300 
submitted files - 96% success rate.  The 13 refused cases would normally have been accepted 
by the Direction générale de Montréal last year.  Examples of some refusals were given. 

• Additional self-contained classes will be added during the 2015-2016 school year (e.g. two 
new SEEDS classes at St. Monica and Pierre Elliott Trudeau).  Also an ASD class will be 
implemented at Coronation School. 

• Feedback with respect to the MOSD Services to integrated hearing-impaired students was 
outlined. 

• A presentation was made to the Education Committee with regard to a description of the self-
contained classes currently in operation in the EMSB. 

• Files are currently in the process of being transferred from the elementary to the high school 
level by EMSB professionals. 

• One of the psychologists in the Student Services Department will be trained with regard to 
confirming a diagnosis of a student with autism. 

• Special Education Policy: 
L. Lewis provide an update with respect to the evolution of the revised Special Education Policy.  
The committee of 14 have had three meetings and the writing committee met four times.  The draft 
version will now be submitted to the committee of 14.  Many new aspects were incorporated in the 
revised Policy such as changes with respect to IEP’s, confidential files, adaptations/modifications, 
use of terminology, the reconciliation of the terms integration and inclusion, etc.   

2) PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
• 40 staff members have been provided with professional development regarding work place 

resilience in the area of mindfulness 
–John Caboto piloted a mindfulness program during 2014-2015 school year; Roslyn and Edward 
Murphy schools will also be added to the pilot schools for the 2015-2016 school year. 
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3) MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS WEEK – MAY 4-8, 2015 
• Excellent programs/activities in six pilot schools as well as a number of other schools that 

incorporated many mental health awareness programs. 
• Dr. Sydney Miller, psychologist, was the keynote speaker during Mental Health Awareness 

Week and provided strategies with respect to the importance of social connections. 
4) STAFF UPDATE 

• L. Lewis provided an update with respect to staffing situation for the 2015-2016 school year. 
• Allocation of staff will be taking place during the next few weeks and will be resolved in 

mid-August. 
• The Student Services Department will be also supporting McGill students with respect to 

internship placements for the 2015-2016 school year. 

6.2.EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
There was no meeting due to quorum, but there was a presentation on special needs. 

6.3.CENTRAL PARENTS’ COMMITTEE (CPC) 
Topics discussed were the Nicolas Roulez Scholarship, a presentation on a new per capita allocation 
and the parent survey. 

6.4.QUEBEC FEDERATION OF PARENT COMMITTEES (FCPQ) 
Isabelle Baas advised members that the conference was very well attended and very interesting.  She 
recommended that next year ACSES continue to represent at the FCPQ. 

6.5.REPORTS FROM ACSES MEMBERS 
There were no reports. 

7. VARIA 
Sylvia Lo Bianco updated members on a meeting they had with the Minister on Mackay and that they are 
bringing the concerns of the parents and teachers to the Ministry. 
  

8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Monday, September 28, 2015 at 7:00 pm. 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
It was moved by Isabelle Baas, seconded by Gail Bernstein and resolved to adjourn the meeting at 10:00 
pm.  

Vote: 10-0-0        Motion Carried 

________________________    ___________________________ 
Joanne Charron      Brigida Sellato 
Chair       Communications Consultant/Secretary 
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ACSES POLICY SUBCOMMITTEE 
Andrea Morrison, Paul Robichaud, Susan Waite 

Minutes May 14 2015 

ISSUES RAISED AROUND CURRENT POLICY – FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES 
1. TITLE: should address special needs not “handicapped” etc.  Move it to a more positive language. 

2. STRUCTURE and LANGUAGE OF POLICY: Move the IEP process to the front of the policy. 
Clearly explain what it is – give definition. Written in formal English “shall”.  Not easy to understand.  
Make it more accessible in non-legalese. Why mention the collective agreement? 

3. PURPOSE: Does not clarify the purpose of an IEP “successful students” – only of the procedures! 

4. IEP TEMPLATES AND FORMAT: standardized, flexible, long-term goals, short-terms, Modified 
and Adapted need different IEPs templates. Many teachers do not understand the distinction. In the 
Adapted, they have the same learning objectives, for modified the learning objectives have to 
targeted. 

5. EVALUATION: Once there is a perception of special needs - Clearly show that the School Board is 
responsible for ensuring that an evaluation is done – by them or by the parents who share the 
information with the school 

6. RESOURCES: Teachers and professionals will be given time to work on the IEP – resources must be 
released – perhaps use ped days -5.1 Should include the means to achieve them/ strengths as well as 
weaknesses/needs 

7. TEAM: Does not use a team approach with practitioners and parents – only clarifies Principal’s 
power but not how that decision-making is shared through collaboration – use professionals  - 
Meeting with private professionals and incorporating their suggestions – get professionals to sign off 
on  IEP – Who should be consulted? Principal needs to name and invite them – List in the IEP of all 
possible players – When is it appropriate to include a professional -  WHO MUST SIGN THE IEP?  

8. ROLES & RESPONSABILITIES: Who is responsible for what? Clarify roles of all participants, 
not just the principal.  Who initiates evaluation  

9. INVOLVEMENT OF STUDENTS: they should know their learning profiles  

10. ACCOUNTABILITY???  Teachers are reported by many to be just going through the motions and 
not using the IEPs on a day-to-day basis.  How can they be supported and made accountable? 

a. Ensuring parent involvement by getting them to sign  

b.  informing parents of their rights and due process if they disagree Regular communication 
with parents 

c. Journaling  

d. Periodic reports  

e. Interview with student 

f. Updating benchmarking 

g. Database to share all IEPs between professionals 
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h. Ensure linkages between evaluation and strategies – have IEP reviewed  by professional 
“team” members to ensure that psych reports etc are fully understood and applied 

11. TIMELINES – SET  timelines for 1st meeting, or when meetings should occur normally – END OF 
YEAR MEETING – SEPARATE FROM REPORT CARDS!  

Pschologists should do a re-evaluation at the end of grade six 

IEP form should be annexed as part of the policy – standardize 
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The	Coali*on	of	Parents	for	Public	Educa*on	moves	the	following 
(Use the TAB key to move from field to field) 

WHEREAS	the	educa/on	of	our	children	is	an	investment	in	the	future	of	Quebec	and	its	ci/zens;	
WHEREAS	equal	access	to	high	quality	public	educa/on	is	a	fundamental	human	right	which	must	
be	available	to	ALL	students	in	Quebec;	
WHEREAS	the	severe	budget	compressions	that	the	Quebec	government	is	imposing	on	school	
boards	will	harm	the	quality	of	the	educa/on	of	ALL	public	school	students	and	will	limit	the	
poten/al	of	Quebec’s	youth;	
We,	the	undersigned,	request	that	the	Na/onal	Assembly	invest	the	necessary	funds	in	educa/on	
to	ensure	that	ALL	students	in	Quebec	have	access	to	public	educa/on	that	is	both	inclusive	and	of	
high	quality.	

MEMBER INFORMATION : 

NAME :        
ADDRESS :            
EMAIL FOR CORRESPONDENCE :         
TELEPHONE :           
NAME OF PARENTS’COMMITTEE CHAIR :        

The  of the enter school commission name School Board declare their membership to the 
Coalition of Parents for Public Education.

Signed at location, on date

MEMBERSHIP	FORM	–	COALITION	OF	PARENTS	FOR	PUBLIC	EDUCATION
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