a Commission scolaire English-Montréal

“ English Montreal School Board

Minutes of the meeting of the
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES (ACSES)
Monday, December 2, 2013 in the William Dawson Room of the
English Montreal School Board at 7:00 PM.

PRESENT:

Parent Members:
Elizabeth Arnot
Isabelle Baas
Michael Beigleman
Joanne Charron
Cynthia Dudley
Andrea Morrison
Patricia Willis

Teachers:
No members

Non-Teaching Professionals:
Susan Waite, Speech-Language Pathologist

Support Staff:
Paul Robichaud, Child Care Worker

In-School Administrator:
Patricia Ciccarelli, Principal

Outside Agency:
Rosemary Short, Jewish General Hospital

Commissioner:
Marvin Helfenbaum

Non-Voting Members:

Lew Lewis, Director, Student Services

Julie René de Cotret, Assistant Director Student Services
Brigida Sellato, Communications Consultant/Secretary

Observers:
Daniel La Bonté, RPC 3

REGRETS:

Observers:
Frank Viera, RPC 1
Serena Capplette, RPC 2
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MINUTES:

1.  Welcome
Patricia Willis welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

2. Approval of the Agenda
It was moved by Isabelle Baas, seconded by Joanne Charron and unanimously resolved that
the agenda be approved with the following additions;

4.2 Financial Status for Special Needs
5.3 Financial Planning Workshop- Update
5.4 Teacher Representatives on ACSES

Vote: 11-0-0 Motion Carried

3. Adoption of the minutes from November 13, 2013
It was moved by Paul Robichaud, seconded by Isabelle Baas and unanimously resolved that
the minutes from November 13, 2013 be approved as presented.

Vote: 11-0-0 Motion Carried

4.  Business Arising
4.1 Budget Building Process Presentation
Livia Nassivera presented the members with information regarding the funding and
expenses for Student Services for the 2012-2013and 2013-2014 school years. She
indicated that responses are due by February 7, 2014 with respect to budget priorities.

4.2 Financial Status for Special Needs
See item 4.1.
The members would like to see a breakdown of the professionals and resource
teachers in special education in order make an informed response for the budget
exercise.

Members asked if they could receive the funding document ahead of time next year
in order to prepare questions.

4.3 Technology
Joanne Charron is compiling a resource directory of software for special needs
students. Any member wishing to contribute may do so. She will forward the list so
far for members to review. Julie Rene de Cotret asked that they keep in mind
material that is accepted by MELS.

The chair congratulated Joanne for the initiative on the project and asked that the
item remain on the agenda for future meetings to receive updates.

4.4 Transportation
4.4.1 Feedback from Transportation Department
4.4.2 Letter to MELS re: Transportation Budget

The items were tabled to the next meeting.
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4.5 Special Education Policy
The item was tabled to the next meeting.

4.6 ACSES Brief
ACSES is presenting their brief on the relocation of St. Raphael and Mile End to
Council on Wednesday, December 4th at 9:45 pm.

5. New Business
5.1 Consultation- AEVS Action Plan
The chair briefly explained the consultation where John F. Kennedy Business Centre
and St. Pius X Adult Centre would be switching buildings. The current Pius facility
is shared with L.I.N.K.S. and they must look at factors that could affect the school,
such as space and the potential to grow L.I.N.K.S. Tabled to the next meeting.

5.2 Consultation- Philip E. Layton-Mackay Centre Relocation
Patricia Ciccarelli informed the members that they are being forced to move the two
schools into one building and if they do so they will currently have no space to grow.

The item will be discussed at the January meeting.

5.3 Financial Planning Workshop- Update
The item was tabled to the next meeting.

5.4 Teacher Representatives on ACSES
Lew Lewis is in touch with the MTA and will ask for an update on the teacher
representatives.

6. Reports
6.1 Director of Student Services
1) SPECIAL EDUCATION

VALIDATIONS

o L. Lewis reviewed the procedures currently in place with respect to the
examination of the more than 300 student files in preparation for their
submission to the MELS on January 13" 2014.

o L. Lewis mentioned that a 100% regular post for a Special Education
Consultant has been recently circularized.

o L. Lewis provided an update with respect to the DSM-V (Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders) regarding new elements that will be
taken into consideration by the professionals in the evaluation of students
with various degrees of disability.

2) CHILD CARE WORKERS
L. Lewis updated ACSES members regarding the need for additional monies to
defray the cost of services to students in need.

3) PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
L. Lewis provided a brief outline of the recent workshop on eating disorders
organized on November 2013 for the guidance counsellors and psychologists.

4) INSPIRATIONS PUBLICATION
L. Lewis reviewed this very valuable publication in terms of its impact on the
caregivers and parents of students with special needs. He also made reference to
the recent luncheon which was held in honor of the many supporters and
committee members who have been instrumental in ensuring this ongoing twice-
yearly publication.

ACSES Meeting December 2, 2013 Page 3



6.2 Education Committee
Tabled to the next meeting.

6.3 CPC
Tabled to the next meeting

6.4 Quebec Federation of Parent Committees (QFPC)
There will be a forum in February on EHDA and the representative from ACSES will
be invited and can join various committees.

6.5 Reports from ACSES members
Tabled to the next meeting.

7. Varia
There was no varia.

8.  Date of Next Meeting
Wednesday, January 8, 2014 at 7:00 pm.

9.  Adjournment
On a motion from Rosemary Short, seconded by Paul Robichaud that the meeting be
adjourned at 9:25 pm.

Patricia Willis, Chair, ACSES Brigida Sellato Secretary, ACSES
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