a Commission scolaire English-Montréal

O English Montreal School Board

Minutes of the meeting of the
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES (ACSES)
Wednesday, January 15, 2014 in the MacVicar Room of the
English Montreal School Board at 7:00 PM.

PRESENT:

Parent Members:
Isabelle Baas
Michael Beigleman
Joanne Charron
Cynthia Dudley
Andrea Morrison
Patricia Willis

Teachers:
Gail Bernstein, Teacher
Pamela Price, Teacher

Non-Teaching Professionals:
Susan Waite, Speech-Language Pathologist

In-School Administrator:
Patricia Ciccarelli, Principal

Outside Agency:
Rosemary Short, Jewish General Hospital

Non-Voting Members:

Lew Lewis, Director, Student Services

Julie René de Cotret, Assistant Director Student Services
Brigida Sellato, Communications Consultant/Secretary

Guest:
Mario Argiropoulos, Assistant Director, AEVS

Observers:
Frank Vieira, RPC 1
Daniel La Bonté, RPC 3

REGRETS:
Parent Members:
Elizabeth Arnot

Support Staff:
Paul Robichaud, Child Care Worker

Commissioner:
Marvin Helfenbaum

Observers:
Serena Capplette, RPC 2
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MINUTES:

1. Welcome
Patricia Willis welcomed everyone and welcomed the teacher representatives to the ACSES
committee and called the meeting to order at 7:07 pm.
The meeting opened with round table introductions for the new members.

2. Approval of the Agenda
It was moved by Joanne Charron, seconded by Isabelle Baas and unanimously resolved that
the agenda be approved with the following additions;

5.1 Bill 60
Iltem 4.4 be moved to the top of the agenda due to the presentation from Mario
Argiropoulos

Vote: 11-0-0 Motion Carried

3. Adoption of the minutes from December 2, 2013
It was moved by Isabelle Baas, seconded by Rosemary Short and unanimously resolved
that the minutes from December 2, 2013 be approved with minor spelling corrections.

Vote: 8-0-2 Motion Carried
Andrea Morrison arrived at 7:47 PM

4. Business Arising
4.1 Budget Building Process Response
The members discussed the priorities for the ACSES committee with regard to
services and professional development for the special needs population which is
continuing to grow within the EMSB. Lew Lewis shared various documents on the
breakdown of resource teachers, professionals in Student Services Department and
graphs which indicated the trend of the growing number of special needs students
within the system.

Appendix A of the Budget Building Process 2014-2015
Guiding Principles:

i) Agree
ii)  Agree
iii)  Agree
iv)  Agree
v)  Agree
vi)  Agree
vii) Agree
viii) Agree
iX) Agree
X)  Agree
xi)  Agree
xii) Agree

It was moved by Joanne Charron, seconded by Isabelle Baas and unanimously
resolved that the guiding principles be accepted.
Vote: 10-0-0 (A. Morrison not present) Motion Carried
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Seeing that it is almost 10:00 pm and the budget priorities are not complete, the chair suggested
that Lew Lewis and Brigida Sellato compile the list of priorities mentioned and send them out to
the members by Friday to discuss and comment on by next week and following discussion there
will be a vote called on Monday January 28th. All the members were in favour.

Following the email vote held between January 17th to January 24, 2014 the budget priorities
were accepted as follows:

Budget Priorities:
In light of the declining youth sector population and considering the ongoing increase
in the Board’s special needs population (particularly handicapped and Code 14
students), the Advisory Committee on Special Education Services (ACSES) is
strongly recommending the following as part of its budget priorities for the 2014-
2015 school year:

1. That there be no cuts in any professional posts implicated in servicing the
Board’s special needs population;

2. That funding sources (e.g. for professional development, material purchases, etc.)
be made available to support the effective functioning of the school’s
multidisciplinary teams (e.g. psychologist, speech-language pathologist, special
education consultant, administrator, resource teacher, etc.) in order to ensure the
ongoing collaboration with in-school personnel in addressing the systemic needs
of each school’s special needs population;

3. That the following posts be given priority (in the order indicated below) with
respect to a possible increase in the event of available funding sources:

a. Psychologist
b. Occupational Therapist
c. Speech-Language Pathologist

It was moved by Rosemary Short, seconded by Liz Arnot and resolved that the
budget priorities be accepted.
Vote: 12-0-1 Motion Carried

4.2 Financial Status for Special Needs
The item was tabled to the next meeting.

4.3 Teachers Representative on ACSES
The item was tabled to the next meeting.

4.4 Consultation — AEVS Action Plan (due Feb. 14th)

Mario Argiropoulos, Assistant Director of AEVS explained the consultation on phase
Il of the AEVS action plan. He explained that the current plans are to consolidate all
vocational education into a “mega centre” where they could modernise buildings in
order to better attract students and offer better quality programs. He assured the
members that there are no plans to neither remove L.I.N.K.S. nor remove space from
the school. The two facilities would continue to share space and down the line
anything can be discussed to better the building for both.

The response is being worked on by the committee which is due by February 14th.

4.5 Consultation- Philip E. Layton-Mackay Centre Relocation
The item was tabled to the next meeting.
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4.6 Transportation
4.6.1 Feedback from Transportation Department
4.6.2 Letter to MELS re: Transportation Budget
The items were tabled to the next meeting.

4.7 Special Education Policy
The item was tabled to the next meeting.

4.8 Financial Planning Workshop
The item was tabled to the next meeting.

4.9 Technology
The item was tabled to the next meeting.

5. New Business
5.1 Bill 60
Tabled to the next meeting.

6. Reports

6.1 Director of Student Services

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

VALIDATIONS

L. Lewis discussed the validation process which involved the submission of 265
Special Education files to the MELS to be validated within the course of the next
few months. Out of the 265 files, approximately 75-85 additional special needs
students from the 2013-14 in comparison with the 2012-13 school year.

SPECIAL EDUCATION ALLOCATIONS

L. Lewis described the process in which a team of professionals from the Student
Services Department would be examining the data received from the schools
with a view to making recommendations regarding the number of resource
teachers and special education class teachers to be allocated to the schools for the
2014-15 school year. The process is to be completed within the next month.
Given the declining enrolments, the number of resource teachers will likely
decline system-wide.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

L. Lewis described a forthcoming workshop on March 17" with respect to the
issue of self-injury targeting the guidance counsellors, psychologists and
behaviour management specialist — workshop will be optional for other
professionals — e.g. special education consultants, speech-language pathologists,
etc.

CCWs

L. Lewis described the presentation that was made to the Finance and Legislation
Committee in which an additional $700,000 was allocated to the CCW budget
($500,000 by the Corporate Reserve and $200,000 via Mesure 30204).
DEROGATIONS

A document with respect to derogations has been distributed to all elementary
school principals outlining the criteria which must be met with respect to students
whose parents are in the process of applying for early school entry, either at the
kindergarten level or the grade 1 level.

6.2 Education Committee
Tabled to the next meeting.
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6.3 CPC
Tabled to the next meeting

6.4 Quebec Federation of Parent Committees (QFPC)
Tabled to the next meeting

6.5 Reports from ACSES members
Tabled to the next meeting.

7. Varia
There was no varia.

8. Date of Next Meeting
Wednesday, March 12, 2014 at 7:00 pm.

9.  Adjournment
On a motion from Pamela Price, seconded by Gail Bernstein that the meeting be adjourned
at 9:57 pm.

Patricia Willis, Chair, ACSES Brigida Sellato Secretary, ACSES
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