
 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES (ACSES) 

Wednesday, April 16, 2014 in the William Dawson Room of the 
English Montreal School Board at 7:00 PM. 

 

PRESENT: 
 

Parent Members:  
Elizabeth Arnot 
Isabelle Baas 
Joanne Charron 
Cynthia Dudley 
Andrea Morrison 
Patricia Willis 
 
Teachers: 
Gail Bernstein, Teacher 
Pamela Price, Teacher 
 
Non-Teaching Professionals: 
Susan Waite, Speech-Language Pathologist 
 
Outside Agency: 
Rosemary Short, Jewish General Hospital 
 
Non-Voting Members:  
Lew Lewis, Director, Student Services 
Julie René de Cotret, Assistant Director Student Services 
Brigida Sellato, Communications Consultant/Secretary 
 
REGRETS: 
Parent Members:  
Michael Beigleman 
 
Support Staff: 
Paul Robichaud, Child Care Worker 
 
In-School Administrator: 
Patricia Ciccarelli, Principal 
 
Commissioner: 
Marvin Helfenbaum 
 
Observers: 
Frank Vieira, RPC 1 
Serena Capplette, RPC 2  
Daniel La Bonté, RPC 3 



MINUTES: 
 
1. Welcome 

The chair welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm. 
 

2. Approval of Agenda 
It was moved by Liz Arnot, seconded by Rosemary Short and unanimously resolved to accept the agenda 
with the following additions: 
5.6 Financial Status 
5.7 Technology 
7.1.1 Special Education Network of Services 2014-2015 
Vote: 9-0-0       Motion Carried 
 

3. Approval of Minutes of January 15, 2014 
It was moved by Cynthia Dudley, seconded by Isabelle Baas and resolved that the minutes be accepted as 
presented. 
Vote: 8-0-1       Motion Carried 
 

4. Presentation: Child Care Workers: Roles and Functions: Julie René de Cotret, Assistant Director, 
Student Services 
Julie Rene de Cotret presented a synopsis on the duties and tasks of the child care worker.  CCW’s are in 
two categories, Technicians, who organise and work with students.  They are part of a multidisciplinary 
team.  They deal with social, emotional and behavioral difficulties.  They have the ability to work with 
one or many students and they work with code 14-53.  Participate in case conference.  They are assigned 
to the school and in the rare case they are assigned to a student.   
 
An Attendant’s role is to facilitate the student in becoming autonomous.  They supervise the student at 
lunch and recess and they assist the teacher to integrate the student.  Not there to teach but to help. 
 

7:30 pm A. Morrison arrived 
 
5. Business Arising 

5.1. Transportation: 
5.1.1. Feedback from Transportation Department 

Answers to the questions from ACSES at a previous meeting: 
- Last year there was a bus monitor, paid for by the Board  
- Video cameras will be incorporated when needed on the bus 
- Busses being late: the issue has been resolved 
- Any changes to the bus route, the parents must be advised 
 

5.1.2. Letter to MELS re: Transportation Budget 
Does the committee want to write a letter to MELS regarding the funding for bus transportation 
and bus monitors?  Lew Lewis suggested that the letter be sent to the transportation committee 
and then to the table of the Directors General of the various school boards who could then bring 
it to MELS. 
 
A sub-committee to write a letter was formed: Gail Bernstein, Isabelle Baas, Joanne Charron. 
The final letter would be brought back to the committee. 
 

5.2. Financial Planning Workshop  
This is a private financial company providing information for parents with children of special needs. 
Could it be a workshop sponsored here by the Board?  After a brief discussion the members agreed 
to let the company organise the workshops and the Board can advertise the parents of the dates for 
anyone interested. 
 
 



5.3. K.I.D.S. 
Patricia Willis informed the members of the presentation that was given to on K.I.D.S. which gives 
access to student files for professionals and teachers. Could there be a demonstration at an ACSES 
meeting? 

 
5.4. Workshop, April 22, 2014: How to teach appropriate sexual behaviors to students with ASD 

presented by Dr. Hénault  
Close to 100 people registered to date. A lot of staff members, about half are parents.  Two hour 
presentation, depending on the time perhaps there may be a question period. 

 
5.5. Special Education Policy 

The chair of ACSES identified this policy to be reviewed and asked if this policy could be sent out 
for consultation.  Lew Lewis informed the members that every department has been asked by 
Management to look at their policies and see if they need to be maintained, update, or rescinded.  
Student Services is beginning to look at their polices but has not started. 
 
The chair asked that the members read through the policy and make any comments for the next 
meeting. 
 

5.6 Financial Status 
Tabled to next meeting. 
 

5.7 Technology 
It is a live document being compiled. 

 
6. New Business  

6.1 Presentation: Adult Education and Vocational Services on Special Ed. Programmes 
After a brief discussion the members decided to invite Judy Kennedy to speak about Marymount 
Adult Centre and Galileo Adult Centre. 
 
Some common issues are: Where do the special needs students go after high school? 
How do we get these programs to grow in the adult sector for special needs? 
It was suggested to have a working committee of parents and adult centres (table de concentration) to 
speak about the growing issues. 
 

6.2 Parent Commissioner from ACSES – Nov 2, 2014 
Patricia Willis informed that the amendments to the Education Act, (see articles 143, 143, 143.2 and 
145 in Bill 88) will come into effect on November 2nd, 2014 following the School Board elections;  
The ACSES committee will have a Parent Commissioner at Council. 
 
According to the Law, CPC will elect the parent commissioner from ACSES.  It was suggested that 
ACSES hold its first meeting by September 30th and should put forward the candidates from among 
the parent representatives to be considered for parent commissioners.  The item needs to be on the 
agenda for September. 

 
6.3 Internal Rules 

The internal rules for ACSES need to be updated to include the new law for parent commissioner. 
 The item will be brought back to the next meeting. 
 

7. Reports 
7.1. Director of Student Services 

1) SPECIAL EDUCATION 
 L. Lewis reviewed the process wherein the resource teachers and self-contained class teachers 

were allocated throughout the EMSB for the 2014-2015 school year.  It was further added that the 
next step in the allocation process will be that concerning the child care workers, which he 
elaborated on during the course of the meeting.  



 L. Lewis also discussed upcoming case conferences with respect to the Jewish General Hospital, 
St. Raphael’s, John Grant, LINKS, MOSD and Mackay. 

 Validation results – 263 out of 265 files accepted – 99.2% success rate.  L. Lewis shared many 
problems with respect to the validation process particularly with respect to the time consuming 
nature of the work that must be completed by the SSD professionals. 

2) PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 L. Lewis made reference to the workshop which will be held on March 17th with respect to the 

topic of self-injury; as well, he referred to a workshop tentatively being planned on May 23rd with 
respect to problematic student behaviour. 

3)  MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCE CENTRE 
 L. Lewis described the plan in effect at this time with regard to Mental Health Awareness Week – 

discussed speakers who will be available during the course of that week, as well as plans for 
various exhibits to take place in the atrium of the Administration Building.  He also added that 
information was recently sent to the schools with respect to strategies related to the issue of 
Suicide Prevention Week.   

4)  ASSIGNMENTS OF PROFESSIONALS  
 L. Lewis discussed the current application process with regard to the assignments of psychologists, 

speech-language pathologists and guidance counsellors 2014-2015 school year.  
 

7.1.1 Special Education Network of Services 2014-2015 
Lew Lewis circulated a document on the services for the special education network which spoke to 
the allocation of resource services and the self-contained classes. 
 

7.2. Education Committee (EC) 
Topics discussed were: IPADs, more information in May, PELO and summer school. 
 

7.3. Central Parents’ Committee (CPC) 
Topics discussed were: new Parent Commissioners, equilibrium plan for the EMSB, the 
commissioners meeting and the CPC social. 
 

7.4. Quebec Federation of Parent Committees (QFPC) 
Topic discussed was: the different ways that different Boards elect members of special needs advisory 
committees, most boards elect every year whereas EMSB sits until the graduation of the child. 
 

7.5. Reports from ACSES Members 
No reports. 
 

8. Varia 
The chair asked that the members add another meeting in May.  An email will go out asking everyone if 
Wednesday, May 21st works.  Confirmation will go out by the end of the week. 
 

9. Date of next meeting: Wednesday, June 4, 2014 
 

10. Adjournment 
It was moved by Pamela Price, seconded by Isabelle Baas and resolved that the meeting be adjourned 
at 9:35 pm. 
Vote: 9-0-0       Motion Carried 

 
 
 
 
________________________     ___________________________ 
Patricia Willis       Brigida Sellato 
Chair        Secretary 


