
ACSES Meeting April 17, 2013 Page 1 
 

 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES (ACSES) 

Wednesday, April 17, 2013 in the William Dawson Room of the 
English Montreal School Board at 7:00 PM. 

 
PRESENT: 
 

Parent Members:  
Elizabeth Arnot 
Isabelle Baas 
Michael Beigleman 
Angie Bertone 
Joanne Charron 
Cynthia Dudley 
Patricia Willis 
 

Teachers: 
No members 
 

Non-Teaching Professionals: 
Susan Waite, Speech-Language Pathologist 
 

In-School Administrator: 
Patricia Ciccarelli, Principal 
 

Non-Voting Members:  
Lew Lewis, Director, Student Services 
Brigida Sellato, Communications Consultant/Secretary 
 

Observers: 
Filomena Trindade, Region 3 Observer 
Galliah Pioger, Parent, Hampstead 
 

Guests: 
Dora Cesta, Assistant Director, Student Services 
Irene Miller, Consultant, Spiritual, Religious & Moral Education, Student Services 
Tania Piperni, Consultant, Autism Spectrum Disorder, Student Services 
 

REGRETS: 
 

Parent Members:  
Kurtis Law 
 

Support Staff: 
Paul Robichaud, Child Care Worker 
 

Outside Agency: 
Robert Gervais, CSSS 
 

Commissioner: 
Marvin Helfenbaum 
 

Non-Voting Members:  
Julie René de Cotret, Assistant Director, Student Services 
 

Observers: 
Tina Monaco, Region 1 Observer 
Caleigh Saucier, Region 2 Observer 
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MINUTES: 
 
1. Welcome 

The chair, Angie Bertone, welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 

2. Approval of the Agenda 
It was moved by Isabelle Baas, seconded by Susan Waite and unanimously resolved that 
the agenda be approved as presented. 
 
Vote: 9-0-0       Motion Carried 
 

3. Adoption of the minutes from March 13, 2013 
It was moved by Liz Arnot, seconded by Cynthia Dudley and unanimously resolved that 
the minutes be approved as presented. 
 
Vote: 9-0-0       Motion Carried 
 

4. Business Arising 
4.1  Presentation: MELS-MSSS Entente 

Dora Cesta, Irene Miller and Tania Piperni from Student Services presented the 
members with the MELS-MSSS Entente.(see attached presentation) 
 
The chair asked if it could be brought up at an agence meeting to have consultations 
with the ACSES committees from the various Boards, seeing that the committees 
are parents and are aware of the situations that affect the parents. 
Dora Cesta will bring this to the next meeting. 

 
4.2 Special Needs Database  

A concern was raised as to the missing information in the database on John Grant and 
L.I.N.K.S.  Brigida Sellato will speak to Wendy Singer regarding the information. 
 

4.3 Palatucci Letter- Update 
Liz Arnot shared some of the numbers that she received from Lew Lewis.  The letter 
will be revised.  
 

4.4 Workshops 
Concerns over how parents are notified about the workshops offered.  Lew Lewis is 
looking into the different ways that parents can be notified, either through mass 
calling system, emails or websites.  He is also looking into why there is low turn out 
for the evenings. 
 
It was suggested to perhaps give a flyer with upcoming events to the parent with the 
IEP.  It was also suggested that perhaps parents cannot find sitters in the evening, 
therefore a daytime workshop might be better attended. 
 

4.5 Policy on the Maintenance or Closure of Schools/Centres 
The chair notified the members that the recommendation to allow ACSES the right to 
present their brief was accepted by Council. 
 

Isabelle Baas Left at 9:09 pm 
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4.6 Busing Update 
Lew Lewis and Luc Harvey are looking into the situation and are aware of the 
constant issues with the bussing. 
 
The chair would like to look at the transportation policy at the next meeting as long 
bus rides are a constant issue. 
 

4.7 Transitional Fair - Update 
St. Pius X was very spacious for the event and there was a lot of room to move 
around.  There were 20 tables less than last year, perhaps it was the location in the 
east end.  Galileo Adult Centre was not represented at the fair.  
 

5. New Business 
5.1 Database of Emails of Parents of Special Needs Children 

Item discussed in item 4.4. 
 

5.2 Sex Education for Special Needs Students 
Could this be a possible subject for a workshop. 
Tabled to the next meeting. 
 

6. Reports 
6.1 Director of Student Services 

1. STAFFING 
Currently there are no staffing needs in the Student Services Department with the 
exception of 1.3 missing speech-language pathologists. 
 

2. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT  
• Dr. Regalena Melrose will be presenting on May 6, August 23, 26 and possibly 

September 20, 2013. 
• Resource Teacher Network Workshop – April 24 and 25, 2013 (presentations on 

the issue of Anxiety by the MHRC and a student with Autism) 
• Centre of Excellence for Speech and Language Development 
- Conference on April 11-12, 2013 

 
3. SPECIAL EDUCATION ITEMS 
• Reduction of 3.7 posts as well 1 teacher post at the Montreal Children’s Hospital. 
• Opening of a 3rd ASD class at Parkdale School 

 
4. VALIDATIONS 
• 100% acceptance rate - 273 out of 273 files submitted 
• 130 more handicapped and code 14 students in comparison with 2011-2012 
• Same monies expended in the 2011-2012 and 2012-2013 school years for CCW 
• Currently there are 975 handicapped and code 14 students in the English 

Montreal School Board 
• Evolution of statistics with respect to special education was distributed and 

explained to the Committee 
 

5. BUDGET PARAMETERS 
• Expected on April 22, 2013. 
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6. MULTIDISCIPLINARY TEAM MEETINGS 
• Discussed within the Students Services Department and also at a meeting of 

Guidance Counsellors 
• 2 different types of multidisciplinary team meetings 
a. Discussion of individual students 
b. Discussion of systemic issues within the school 
• Goal is to find a more effective and efficient way of working in which team 

members can consolidate their expertise with respect to meeting the needs of 
students with special needs. 

 
Michael Beigleman left at 9:45 pm. 
 

6.2 E&F 
Presentation from pedagogical services on libraries and the revised promotion policy 
was presented and a report on summer school. 
 

6.3 CPC 
There was a presentation from EPCA and on the new copyright law. Topics 
discussed were the meeting with council and the topics for discussion. 
 

7. Varia 
No items. 
 

8. Date of Next Meeting 
Tuesday, May 7, 2013 at 7:00 pm. 
  

9. Adjournment 
On a motion from Patricia Willis, seconded by Liz Arnot that the meeting be adjourned at 
9:55 pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________   __________________________ 
Angie Bertone, Chair, ACSES   Brigida Sellato Secretary, ACSES 
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AWARENESS OF 
DIFFERENCES 
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SENSITIZATION – FEELINGS - EMPATHY 

 
PROMOTION OF: 

 CHARACTER EDUCATION 

 RESPECT FOR DIFFERENCE 

 SELF ESTEEM 

 
PREVENTION OF: 

 INSENSITIVITY TO DIFFERENCES 

 BULLYING 

                     

 
 

http://www.google.ca/imgres?q=awareness+of+differences+in+children&start=302&safe=active&hl=en&biw=1280&bih=680&tbm=isch&tbnid=id4dqorEKgo1uM:&imgrefurl=http://craftgawker.com/post/category/children/&docid=VFLrQHXIFdneAM&imgurl=http://photo2.craftgawker.com/wp-content/uploads/craft/2013/04/221824.jpeg&w=250&h=250&ei=1UVsUZfYBc_eyQHV2YCYAg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:16,s:300,i:54&iact=rc&dur=11132&page=16&tbnh=200&tbnw=200&ndsp=23&tx=105&ty=99�
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=awareness+of+differences+in+children&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Q_aP3rWZ5Vmd6M&tbnid=OOUDyFdOUqs_yM:&ved=&url=http://www.sbhao.on.ca/programs-services/awareness/teaching-awareness-through-puppetry&ei=UENsUf78NIS0yAGs34GoDw&bvm=bv.45175338,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNF7Y79B3b3eriJd2uGFfGhsGxmGog&ust=1366136017323186�
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=children+with+special+needs&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=VcrtjUkfZnaWLM&tbnid=qRovuDJ227NuZM:&ved=&url=http://bloom-parentingkidswithdisabilities.blogspot.com/2011/03/every-kindergarten-kid-matters.html&ei=FkpsUZGfFI_OyAHsmoHQCw&bvm=bv.45175338,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNHI2quRVBksRPaBW85HHMJiD32z2w&ust=1366137750657606�
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=children+with+special+needs&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=WcXiY7RNzMPCKM&tbnid=aGtZn4CIoaAR3M:&ved=&url=http://dicktheblogster.blogspot.com/2010_07_01_archive.html&ei=d0psUe-7AsLOyAGs74CABQ&bvm=bv.45175338,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNHOhNoUAcCnuz33nklELFFA5AcQpw&ust=1366137847148106�
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=Bullying&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ZJTCDRaw1SZkDM&tbnid=JFmFHjC-JzC3yM:&ved=&url=http://www.bullyingisprimitive.com/page/4/&ei=GE5sUefBAqWE2QWdkoHYBw&bvm=bv.45175338,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNE_u2QfAavx8gmNRgkPn0TjjAZ9Yg&ust=1366138776367185�

