
 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES (ACSES) 

Tuesday, September 25, 2018 in the William Dawson Room of the 
English Montreal School Board at 7:00 PM. 

 

 

PRESENT: 
Parent Members: 
Sophie Camard 
Rosemarie Federico 
Katherine Korakakis 
Mubeenah Mughal 
Rinku Vardi 
 

Joanne Charron 
 

Non-Teaching Professionals: 
Susan Waite, Speech-Language Pathologist 
 

Support Staff: 
Paul Robichaud, Special Education Technician 
 

Teachers: 
Gail Bernstein, Teacher 
Peter Sutherland, Teacher 
 

In-School Administrator: 
Sabrina Petrocco, Principal 
 

Non-Voting Members:  
 

Commissioner: 
Joe Ortona, Commissioner 
 

EMSB 
Evelyne Alfonsi, Deputy Director General 
Lew Lewis, Director, Student Services 
Julie René de Cotret, Assistant Director, Student Services 
Patricia Sansone, Coordinator, Student Services 
Brigida Sellato, Communications Consultant 
 

REGRETS: 
Parent Members: 
Serena Capplette 
Maria Guarnieri 
Betty Skagos 
Viviane Zabbel 
 

Outside Agency: 
Isabelle Cormier, CIUSSS, Jewish General Hospital 
 

In-School Administrator: 
Patrizia Ciccarelli, Alt. Principal 
 

Commissioner: 
Sylvia Lo Bianco, Commissioner 
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1. WELCOME 

The outgoing Chair, Joanne Charron welcomed everyone and thanked everyone as this is her last meeting 
with ACSES and called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm. 
 
The members introduced themselves. 

 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

It was moved by Rosemarie Federico, seconded by Katherine Korakakis that the agenda be accepted as 
presented. 

 Vote: 10-0-0      Motion Carried 
 
3. ELECTIONS: 

3.1 PRESIDENT OF ELECTIONS 
 It was agreed by the members that Lew Lewis preside over the election portion of the agenda. 
 
3.2 CHAIR 

Mubeenah Mughal nominated herself and then withdrew her name. 
Rosemarie Federico nominated herself, seconded by Mubeenah Mughal, Accepted. 

 There were no more nominations.  
  
 Rosemarie Federico was acclaimed Chair. 
 
3.3 VICE-CHAIR 
 Peter Sutherland nominated Mubeenah Mughal, seconded by Rinku Vardi, Accepted. 
 There were no more nominations.  
 
 Mubeenah Mughal was acclaimed Vice-Chair. 
 
3.4 DELEGATE MEMBER FOR EMSBPC 

Serena Capplette sent her name by proxy to be the parent delegate.  
 Mubeenah Mughal nominated herself. 
 Following a ballot vote; 

  
 Mubeenah Mughal was elected as the delegate member for EMSB PC. 

 
3.5 ALTERNATE MEMBER FOR EMSBPC 
 Peter Sutherland nominated Serena Capplette, seconded by Rinku Vardi. 
 There were no more nominations.  
 
 Serena Capplette was acclaimed as the alternate member for EMSB PC. 
 
3.6 DELEGATE FOR EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 Rosemarie Federico nominated Katherine Korakakis, seconded by Mubeenah Mughal, Accepted. 
 There were no more nominations.  
 
 Katherine Korakakis was acclaimed delegate to Education Committee.. 
 
3.7 CANDIDATES FOR ACSES PARENT COMMISSIONER 

Any interested parent who would like to be considered for parent commissioner can give their name to 
Brigida Sellato and must present themselves at the parents committee AGA on October 11th to be 
elected. 

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JUNE 4, 2018 

It was moved by Rosemarie Federico, seconded by Mubeenah Mughal and resolved to accept the minutes 
as presented. 
Vote: 10-0-0       Motion Carried 
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5. BUSINESS ARISING 

5.1. INTERNAL RULES 
It was moved by Katherine Korakakis, seconded by Mubeenah Mughal and unanimously resolved to 
accept the internal rules.  
Vote: 10-0-0       Motion Carried 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS  
6.1 DATES OF MEETINGS FOR 2018-2019 

It was moved by Katherine Korakakis, seconded by Sabrina Petrocco and resolved to adopt the dates for 
the 2018-19 ACSES meetings; Monday November 19th, Monday January 21st, Monday March 25th,  
Monday May 27th. 
Vote: 10-0-0       Motion Carried 

 
6.2 ENTENTE HORS RESEAU SCHOOLS 
 The members were presented with the Entente between the EMSB and the Hors Reseau Schools. 
 
6.3 OVERVIEW OF STUDENT SERVICES  

Lew Lewis, Julie Rene de Cotret and Patricia Sansone presented the members with the structure of 
Student Services. See attached presentation. 

 
6.4 PRESENTATION: NEW IEP   

The item was tabled to the next meeting as there a few things that need to be added to the program. 
 

6.5 GOVERNANCE PROFILE 2018-2019 
 ACSES ACTION PLAN 

• Planning of virtual General Assembly 
• Establishment of budget priorities/Detailed budget presentation. 
• Ongoing update from Director of SSD re: Dept. Activities 
• Transportation issues 
• Appropriate financing of services to special needs students by the MEES and the MSSS 
• IEP Module: Development 
• Accessible Buildings/Network Map 
• Student Services Presentations 

It was moved by Katherine Korakakis, seconded by Sabrina Petrocco and resolved to adopt the 2018-19 
ACSES Governance Profile. 
Vote: 10-0-0       Motion Carried 
 

7. REPORTS 
7.1. DIRECTOR OF STUDENT SERVICES 

1) SPECIAL EDUCATION 
• Special Education professionals are currently in the process of verifying the codes and 

regroupement numbers of students with special needs 
• The validation process will begin shortly during which time the students, who either have a 

handicap code or code 14 (severe behavior disorders) and identified for the first time will 
have their files compiled following which the Ministry of Education will request a 10% 
sample (e.g. about 30 files) which will then have to be sent to the Ministry.  This sample 
could include students who were validated within the last three years 

• IEP release monies will soon be sent to all elementary and high school principals  
• CCW services are increasing as the number of handicapped and code 14 students continues to 

increase 
• The Student Services Department has formulated guidelines with respect to the ASD 

interdisciplinary assessment process 
2) STAFF UPDATE 

• The Student Services Department is currently trying to fill the following posts: 
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-Guidance Counsellor-100% and 2 - 40% posts 
-Speech-Language Pathologist - 100% and 80% posts 
-Spiritual and Community Animator - 100% regular post 
-Special Education Consultant - 40% post 
-Psychologist - 40% post 

3) SUMMER LANGUAGE CAMP 
• The summer language camp, a two-week camp for students with language disabilities, 

finished in early August with very positive feedback again received from the SLP’s servicing 
the camp.  Many thanks are extended to our SLP’s including Susan Waite., a member of our 
ACSES 

4) PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
• Professional development activities have included CPI (Crisis Prevention Intervention), one-

day training for the CCW’s, plans with regard to training for resource teachers, etc  
5) DRUG ABUSE PREVENTION SERVICES 

• The EMSB is currently engaging in a partnership with Chabad Lifeline which is a non- 
sectarian service exclusively devoted to the English community.  Services will include direct 
intervention with students, consultation with staff, professional development, presentations to 
principals, teachers, and parents, and referral to Chabad Lifeline for more intense treatment 
interventions 

 
7.2. EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

There has been no meeting. 
 

7.3. EMSB PARENTS COMMITTEE (EMSBPC) 
General Assembly scheduled on October 11th. 
 

7.4. ENGLISH PARENTS COMMITTEE ASSOCIATION (EPCA) 
The committee is working on short videos for parents on various roles and responsibilities. 
 

8. VARIA 
None. 
  

9. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Tuesday, November 19st @ 7 pm. 
 

10. ADJOURNMENT 
It was moved by Paul Robichaud, seconded by Susan Waite to adjourn the meeting at 8:47 pm 
 Vote: 10-0-0        Motion Carried 

 
 
 
 

________________________    ___________________________ 
Rosemaire Federico      Brigida Sellato 
Chair       Communications Consultant 
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