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English Montreal School Board




Minutes of the meeting of the

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES (ACSES)

Monday, May 27, 2019 in the William Dawson Room of the
English Montreal School Board at 7:00 PM.
PRESENT:

Parent Members:
Serena Capplette

Rosemarie Federico

Betty Skagos

Rinku Vardi

Non-Teaching Professionals:

Susan Waite, Speech-Language Pathologist
Support Staff:

Paul Robichaud, Special Education Technician

Teachers:

Gail Bernstein, Teacher
In-School Administrator:

Sabrina Petrocco, Principal
Non-Voting Members: 
Commissioner:

Joe Lalla, Commissioner

EMSB
Evelyne Alfonsi, Deputy Director General

Lew Lewis, Director, Student Services

Julie René de Cotret, Assistant Director, Student Services
Brigida Sellato, Communications Consultant

Special Guest:
Razon Khobieh, Consultant
REGRETS:
Parent Members:
Sophie Camard

Maria Guarnieri

Katherine Korakakis

Mubeenah Mughal

Viviane Zabbel

Teachers:

Peter Sutherland, Teacher

Outside Agency:

Isabelle Cormier, CIUSSS, Jewish General Hospital

In-School Administrator:

Patrizia Ciccarelli, Alt. Principal
EMSB
Patricia Sansone, Coordinator, Student Services

1. Welcome
The chair welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.  While the members waited for quorum they would begin with the presentation on the SLP model.
Gail Bernstein was able to participate by telephone.  It was moved by Serena Capplette seconded by Betty Skagos to accept Gail Bernstein via phone participation.

Vote: 8-0-0








Motion Carried

2. Approval of Agenda
It was moved by Betty Skagos, seconded by Rinku Vardi that the agenda be accepted with the following addition:
7.1 Registering your child

Vote: 8-0-0








Motion Carried
3. Approval of the Minutes from November 19, 2018:
It was moved by Betty Skagos, seconded by Serena Capplette that the minutes be accepted as presented.

Vote: 8-0-0








Motion Carried

4. Business Arising
4.1
Recording of e-vote for Budget Building Process

Appendix A: Guiding Principles:

i) Agree

ii) Agree

iii) Agree

iv) Agree

Recommendation to add keeping in mind all forms of accessibility for our students with special needs

v) Agree

vi) Agree

vii) Agree

viii) Agree

ix) Agree

x) Agree

xi) Agree
Appendix B: Budget Priorities

Considering the ongoing increase in the Board’s special needs population (particularly handicapped and Code 14 students), the Advisory Committee on Special Education Services (ACSES) is strongly recommending the following as part of its budget priorities for the 2019- 2020 school year:
1. That there be no cuts in any professional and support staff posts implicated in servicing the Board’s special needs population;

2. That funding sources (e.g. for professional development, material purchases, etc.) be made available to support the effective functioning of the school’s multidisciplinary teams (e.g. psychologist, speech-language pathologist, special education consultant, administrator, resource teacher, special education technician and attendant, etc.) in order to ensure the ongoing collaboration with in-school personnel in addressing the systemic needs of each school’s special needs population;

3. That the following posts be given priority (in the order indicated below) with respect to a possible increase in the event of available funding sources:

a. Special Education Consultant

b. Autism Spectrum Disorder Consultant

c. Psychologist

d. Speech-Language Pathologist

e. Occupational Therapist

4. Funding for more self-contained classes within the Boards network and the resources to support it.

It was moved by Gail Bernstein, seconded by Serena Capplette and resolved to accept the Budget Guiding Principles and the Budget Priorities as presented.

Vote: 12-0-0 

(3 members did not vote) 



Motion Carried

4.2 Recording of e-vote for Consultation of New School
At a recent meeting of the Advisory Committee on Special Education Services, the members discussed the above mentioned consultation. 
ACSES requests that in future we be consulted on matters that affect our Outreach/Social Affairs network and Special Needs population. 
Furthermore, ACSES requests that the students from Focus/Outreach be taken into consideration when moved to their new school by ensuring them an easy transition.

Moved by Katherine Korakakis, seconded by Rosemarie Federico and accepted by the membership.

Vote: 9-0-0 

(6 members did not vote)



Motion Carried
5. New Business 

5.1
Presentation SLP Model
The speech and language consultants, Razon Khobieh and Susan Waite gave the members an overview of the dossier they deal with at the schools.
5.2
Consultation: Three Year Plan 2019-2020
It was moved by Betty Skagos, seconded by Rinku Vardi and resolved to accept the Three Year Plan 2019-2022 as presented.
Vote: 7-0-1








Motion Carried
6. Reports

6.1. Director of Student Services
1)
STAFF UPDATE

•
The Student Services Department is currently in the process of allocating professionals, resource teachers, and special education technicians/attendants for handicapped students for the 2019-2020 school year.  The process involves consultation with staff, principals, and Regional Directors.

2)
SPECIAL EDUCATION ITEMS

•
The plan for the allocation of special education technicians/attendants for handicapped students will be discussed at the Special Education Committee, APPA, and Management prior to being forwarded to the Board for approval.

•
The allocation of resource teachers for the 2019-2020 school year will likely be status quo.  Slight changes may be anticipated as a result of the significantly changing school population.  Additional monies, if available via the Mesures, might involve additional staff allocation. 

3)
MONTREAL ORAL SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF (MOSD)

•
At this time, it is anticipated there will be 36 students, registered in the EMSB, who will require the services of the itinerant teachers from the MOSD which supports students with hearing impairments.

4)
PSYCHIATRIC SERVICES

•
It has been a successful year with respect to the provision of psychiatric services offered by Dr. Anthony Gifuni, psychiatrist.  Services have included presentations on such topics as Oppositional Defined Disorder, Autism, Eating Disorders, etc.  As well, the services have been very well-received at the school level which has involved consultations regarding particularly problematic students with severe emotional, behavioral, and/or social difficulties.

5)
MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCE CENTRE (MHRC)

•
The topic for this year, as part of the Mental Health Awareness Week, has included a focus on Resilience.

•
Sandra Reich, Clinical Director of the Montreal Centre for Anxiety and Depression, gave an exceptional presentation on the topic of Emotional Intelligence and Resilience – the Laurence Patterson Conference Room was completely full.

•
Dr. Michael Ungar, social worker, made a presentation on the topic of Nurturing Resilience in Children.  He gave a very dynamic and informative presentation which was also well-received by the staff in attendance which included professionals, teachers, and principals.

•
On the theme of Resilience, the Mental Health Resource Centre initiated the development of toolkits at the local school level in which students formulated various strategies that have worked in terms of addressing adverse situations.
6.2. Education Committee

No report, delegate not present.
6.3. EMSB Parents Committee (EMSBPC)

No report, delegate not present.

6.4. English Parents Committee Association (EPCA)

No report, delegate not present.

7. Varia

7.1 Registering your child with a challenge
Serena Capplette asked if a parent who just received a diagnosis, do they have a choice of the school they can go to.

Julie Rene de Cotret advised that the child would go to the school in their area, neighborhood school, and they wold have a meeting with the principal and a team from Student Services to get the right fit for the student.  The EMSB works with the family.
8. Date of next meeting

A date of Monday September 23rd, 2019 was proposed for the next meeting.
9. adjournment

It was moved by Sabrina Petrocco, seconded by Paul Robichaud to adjourn the meeting at 8:19 pm
 Vote: 8-0-0 






Motion Carried

________________________



___________________________

Rosemaire Federico





Brigida Sellato

Chair






Communications Consultant
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