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On the eve of Kindergarten Registration Week last 
winter, the EMSB presented its newest initiatives for 
library transformation at a press conference called 
“EMSB Libraries: Your Space to Explore.” Hosted at 
Nesbitt Elementary School in Rosemount, the annual 
show case event welcomed the media, special guests, 
other school representatives and notable members  
of Montreal’s literary community. 

Accomplished illustrator Philippe Béha has illustrated 
some 200 picture books and youth novels and has 

written a dozen of his own books as well. His 
book, Léonard, le mouton qui ne voulait pas 

être tricoté, is a finalist in the Prix Peuplier 
2020. He answered questions in French 
from Grade 1 students. One asked what 
was his favourite book? He answered, 

“Celui que je vais écrire demain.”

Celebrating  
our magnificent  

school libraries

express
C o m m i s s i o n  s c o l a i re  E n g l i s h - M o n t ré a l

In what may very well have 
been one of the longest teaching 
careers in the public education 
system in Quebec, Barbara 
Weiss retired from Willingdon 
Elementary School last June 
after a remarkable 60 years of 
service. She spent the past 30 
years at Willingdon Elementary 
School in NDG. Prior to that she 
was at four other primary 
schools – Westminister, Iona, 
Carlyle and Algonquin. Please 
read our interview with her on 
page 5.

A remarkable career

ENTER OUR 
QUIZ AND 

see page 3

You can read our special 
section in this edition  
of the EMSB Express  
on pages 6 to 13.

Barbara Weiss

See page 4

EMSB steps up during 
pandemic crisis

Shadd Health and Business Centre is training much needed PABs. 
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Ann Marie Matheson recently 
resigned as Director General of the 
EMSB. Trustee Marlene Jennings 
has appointed Evelyne Alfonsi as 
her replacement on an interim 
basis. A mandate has been awarded 
to an outside professional search 
agency to identify candidates for 
the position. A selection committee 
with experienced governance and 
human resources professionals has 
also been created in that context. 
It is the Trustee’s objective to lead 
a rigorous, yet short process. 

"During her f ive years as 
Director General, Ann Marie 
Matheson displayed exceptional 
leadership abilities during a period 
of turbulence for the board,” said 
Ms. Jennings. “Not only did she 
lead her team to the successful 
completion of the construction of 
the new state of the art Mackay / 
Phillip E. Layton School in NDG 
for students with severe handicaps, 
and creation of the Des Grandes 
Prairies Vocational Centre in  
St-Leonard, but Ann Marie also 
played a critical role in providing 
the necessary supports to schools 
that resulted in the EMSB’s 
ranking as the school board with 
the highest student success rate  
in the province of Québec, an 
impressive feat. On behalf of the 
entire EMSB community, I wish 

to sincerely thank Ann Marie for 
her hard work, dedication and 
loyalty, and wish her all the best in 
the future.”   

"In spite of the obvious 
challenges and headwind that  
we faced, I am very proud of the 
work that my team and I have 
accomplished over the last f ive 
years,” stated Ms. Matheson.  
“I have been so fortunate to be  
able to count on the best and most 
resilient team of professionals at 
my side. I wish the very best to this 
great EMSB family on the road 
ahead, with particular well-wishes 
for our students and school teams, 
both of whom will always hold a 
dear place in my hear."   

Ms. Alfonsi has 22 years of 
service at EMSB and presently 
serves as Assistant Director 
General – Education.   

"Evelyne is going to be a most 
eff icient, strong and inspiring 
unif ier for the entire EMSB 
community, at a time of transfor -
mation and evolution for our 
board,” said Ms Jennings. “Her 
extraordinary experience as teacher, 
Principal, Regional Director and 
Assistant Director General, has 
prepared her optimally to serve as 
our interim DG and she has my 
complete support."   

"I  am both honored and 
humbled to accept the position of 
interim Director General and look 
forward to continue in the direction 
started by Ann Marie Matheson,” 
said Ms. Alfonsi. “ Together with 
a dedicated team, I embrace the 
challenges that lie ahead in the 
coming months."  

Ann Marie Matheson steps 
down as Director General 

Marlene Jennings  
wishes former Chair 
Angela Mancini well

EMSB Trustee Marlene Jennings 
wishes to express her thanks and 
gratitude to Angela Mancini for her 
more than 20 years of service to the 
Council of Commissioners, the last 
12 as chairman. 

In July Ms. Jennings re ceived, 
from the Secretary General, a signed 
letter of resignation by Ms. Mancini. 
Since last November the Council has 
been under partial trusteeship, but 
with the right to convene for legal 
matters. 

“Angela Mancini devoted more 
than two decades of her life to the public education system,” said 
Ms. Jennings. “We thank her for her service and wish her the very 
best in the future.” 

Ms. Jennings will not fill the vacancy of chair. Conse quently, 
according to Section 158 of the School Election Act, Vice-Chair 
Joe Ortona will exercise the functions and powers of the chair. 
Ms. Mancini was first elected as an EMSB commissioner in 1998. 
In 2008 she was elected chair.  

Angela Mancini

Keeping stakeholders informed  
on COVID-19 protocols

Rest assured that the school 
board and school principals and 
their teams have been working 
tirelessly over the last months 
to plan for back-to-school  
with health and safety as the 
number one consideration. 

As the situation evolves, the 
EMSB has been sharing regular 
updates to parents, students 
and staff in a timely manner  
via a special newsletter and  
a Q & A section. 

The newsletter is accessible on our website at 
www.emsb.qc.ca and disseminated through  
our School Messenger mass notification system.

For some, the excitement 
about returning to school is 
this year replaced by a feeling 
of anxiety due to the unusual 
circumstances brought by  
the COVID-19 pandemic.

In the special newsletters readers 
will find details regarding the 
latest Ministry of Education's 
directives and public health 
guidelines, as well as answers  
to some of the most frequently 
received questions from parents 
and students. 

Let’s all work together to keep 
our kids safe and not let COVID-
19 get in the way of helping our 
students reach their full potential! 

Ann Marie Matheson

Evelyne Alfonsi
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CALENDRIER SCOLAIRE  2020 ~ 2021  SCHOOL CALENDAR

S E C T E U R  D E S  J E U N E S  ~  Y O U T H  S E C T O R

Holidays / Congé des fêtes 

Fixed professional days 
Journées pédagogiques fixes

March Break  
Relâche scolaire 

Last day of classes /  
Dernière journée de cours :  
June 23, 2021 / Le 23 juin 2021

October 2020September 2020
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November 2020
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April 2021
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The answers to these questions can be easily 
found by reading this issue of the EMSB Express.

The deadline is October 12, 2020.

 

NAME 

SCHOOL 

E-MAIL ADDRESS

Please cut out this form and 
bring it to the office of your 
school and ask that it be sent  
to Room 109 of the EMSB Head 
Office at 6000 Fielding Ave.  
via the internal mail system. 
 

You can also access the form  
at www.emsb.qc.ca.

EMSB Express  Quiz

CLUE: 

 1     At which school did the EMSB hold its press conference  
         on libraries? 

___________________________________________________ 

 2      What title did author Elise Gravel get for our campaign? 

____________________________________________________ 

 3      Who is the EMSB Director General? 

____________________________________________________ 

 4      Who were the three winners for EMSB Teacher Recognition Day? 

____________________________________________________ 

 5      What is the name of the LaurenHill Academy student who  
         won the Scholastic challenge? 

____________________________________________________ 

 6      Who is the host of the EMSB podcast? 

____________________________________________________ 

 7      What is the name of Miss Teenage Quebec (see our French  
          news page)? 

____________________________________________________ 

 8      For how many years has Penny Fenwick volunteered? 

_____________________________________________________ 

 9      When are the last day of classes this year? 

_____________________________________________________ 

10    Where is James Lyng High School located? 

_____________________________________________________ 

 ENTER THE  

EMSB EXPRESS QUIZ

MERCHANDISE
FROM EMSB 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES 

GIFT CARD FROMA

MERCHANDISE
FROM EMSB 
PHYSICAL LITERACY 

Go to www.emsb.qc.ca/pl to find 
out more about our campaign.

OROR

OR

Go to www.schoollibrariesmtl.ca  
to find out more about our campaign.

#

APPLE ITUNES , AMAZON.COM  
OR INDIGO/CHAPTERS/COLES 
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On the occasion of English 

Montreal School Board Teacher 
Recognition Day on May 8, three 
teachers were presented with 
special awards from P.F. Chang’s 
and La Cage Brasserie Sportive, as 
well as certificates and gift cards 
to Chapters/Indigo.  

The winners were profiled on 
promotion co-sponsor CityNews 
Montreal.  Here is the link:  
https://vimeo.com/416494111  

The EMSB launched this 
ceremony six years ago to coincide 
with National Teachers Day in the 
United States. 

The EMSB received many 
nominations from parents for  
the awards, which fall into three 
categories: youth sector, adult 
sector and physical education and 
health.  Groupe Sportscene, which 
owns PF Chang’s and La Cage,   
will award $100 gift cards to   
teachers Daniel Gaudette (Physical 
Education and Health) from 
Leonardo Da Vinci Academy 
(LDVA) in RDP; Sandra Cicalo 
from Michelangelo International 
School in RDP; and Douglas Gilletz 
from Pius Culinary & Business 
Centre in Ahuntsic (AEVS). 

Daniel Gaudette 

Mr. Gaudette teaches physical 
education to students from 
kindergarten to Grade 6 in French 
at LDVA.  After graduating from 
university, Mr. Gaudette’s first job 
was in the f ield of f itness and 
recreation at the Olympic Stadium. 
When he and his wife adopted 
their second daughter he no longer 
wanted to work evenings and 
weekends. “So, I decided to come 
back to my f irst love, and the 
reason that I did my degree in 
Physical Education, which was to 
teach children,” he said. 

In 2006, Mr. Gaudette initially 
joined LDVA as a substitute and 
he loved it right from the start, 
notably the environment and the 
constant challenge to try to find 
new ways to get students to enjoy 
moving and being healthy.  

Adds Principal Nadia 
Sammarco: “Daniel brings an 
incredible tangible energy to  
the school every single day,  
from the moment he walks through 
the doors! He believes in every 
single human being! Whether  
he is planning for his physical  
education class or organizing an 
extra-curricular activity, students 
and staff know how much he cares 
and are motivated to live up to 
what he believes in them.” 

Sandra Cicalo  

Sandra Cicalo currently teaches 
Grade 4 at Michelangelo. She has 
been in this profession for 25 years. 
It all began at the former Tara Hall 
Elementary School in Anjou, a 
place she still holds near and dear 
to her heart even though it closed 
its doors many years ago. “I went 
there as a young girl, and after 
moving back to Montreal from a 
25 year stay in Calgary, I also sent 
my children there,” she says. 

Once Tara Hall closed, Ms. 
Cicalo moved on to East Hill for 

three years and then Michelangelo. 
“Anyone in this career knows that 
teaching is truly a vocation and not 
a ‘job.’ Being with young children 
is an experience like no other,” she 
says. “There are challenges from 
time to time, however knowing the 
positive impact teaching can have 
on children, as well as the hugs  
we receive and the curiosity and 
growth we see in them, is what 
really keeps me going. There’s 
nothing else like it. I must say  
that teaching has been one of the 
most rewarding experiences I’ve 
had and am very glad I made that 
career choice many years ago.” 

Parent Sognia Milone, who 
nominated her said: “The f irst  
time I met Miss Sandra was at 
orientation night back in August 
2019.  My first impressions were 
quite pleasing. I thought she  
was the sweetest person, very  
well-spoken and so calm! I was 
astonished by her demeanor.  
I thought to myself, ‘How can  
she be an elementary school 
teacher ?’ Throughout the year,  
she consistently impressed me by 
challenging her students, rolling 
up her sleeves and always being 
there for the parents as well.” 

Douglas Gilletz 

Born in Montreal, Douglas is  
the son of the late culinary guru  
Norene Gilletz. She was a well- 
known cookbook author, food 
consultant and former owner of a 
cooking school in Montreal who 
passed away very recently. From 
an early age, cooking and working 
with food has always been his 
passion. As a one-year-old, there 
is a photo of him sitting in a high 

chair holding a rubber spatula 
covered in cake batter. It was a 
match made in heaven.  

Growing up in the West island, 
Norene had a cooking school in  
the basement of their house. Most 
nights were filled with people who 
wanted to improve their cooking 
skills and enjoy the great foods  
that were created. “I often came 
downstairs and sat in a corner of 
the room watching my mother give 
her classes,” said Douglas.  “The  
demand for classes exceeded the 
capacity of our house and so my 
mother opened up a kitchen shop 
in the West Island. At the end of 
my day in high school, I would go 
to my mother’s shop and help her 
set up the room for her cooking 
class and then do my homework 
quickly so I could watch her teach 
her classes.” 

Douglas started working in  
the food industry in 1986 by 
testing recipes for his mother’s 
cookbooks. Given his love for 
cooking and background in the 
food industry, he enrolled at  
Pius in 1999, where he studied 
professional cooking and then  
went on to study contemporary 
cuisine. This was a six-month 
course which enabled him to  
learn local and market cuisine. “It 
was a great addition to my  
already large knowledge base,” he 
said.  “I was now ready to tackle 
the real world with my newly 
found skills that prepared me for 
the industry.” 

After obtaining his diploma in 
Professional Cooking, Douglas 
ventured off to work in the 
restaurant and hotel industry for a 
few years.  Working in restaurants 

allowed him the opportunity to 
show off his cooking skills and to 
lead other cooks in the kitchen.   
In 2003, his former teacher and 
now retired pedagogical consultant 
at Pius reached out with an offer 
for a part-time teacher’s position. 
He met with Daniella Borzacchini 
and Harriet Cohen of AEVS to 
finalize his dream job as a culinary 
instructor. “This was going to be a 
great adventure in the pursuit of 
my childhood dream to be in the 
food industry,” he said. “In 2010, 

I was finally given my full-time 
contract and I have never looked 
back. I thrive for the look of 
achievement on my students’ faces 
when they accomplish something 
that they thought they were never 
able to do.” 

You can also listen to our 
podcast interview with the 
winners: 
https://soundcloud.com/englishmtl
podcasts/emsb-podcast-
recognizing-three-of-the-emsbs-
outstanding-teachers

Douglas Gilletz, Daniel Gaudette and Sandra Cicalo accept their certificates, using proper social distancing.

Three EMSB teachers recognized for excellence

The English Montreal School Board is proud to be doing its 
part to assist in the training of front-line workers during this 
COVID-19 pandemic crisis. 

Since last June, the Shadd Health and Business Centre 
(www.shadd.com) in NDG has welcomed two groups of students 
for a special accelerated Institutional and Home Care Assistance  
Program, entitled Support for Assistive Care in Long-Term Care 
Centres.  The students will be able to work as orderlies, also 
known as PABs (préposés aux bénéficiaires) by mid-September.    

This accelerated program, which generally takes about nine 
months to complete, was mandated by the Quebec government 
in order to get at least 10,000 new PABs into long-term care 
facilities for seniors, which have been hit especially hard by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The government received over 85,000 applications to enroll 
in this accelerated program.  Both the EMSB and the local 
CIUSSS worked together to select the first group of students.  

In the last three years, Shadd has had a job placement rate of 
95 percent. Its students have chosen fulfilling careers assisting 
clients or patients as a PAB, nurse’s aide or orderly in hospitals, 
CLSCs, extended care facilities, rehabilitation hospitals and 
private care and health agencies throughout the province. 

Shadd Health and Business Centre is located at 1000 Old 
Orchard Avenue (between Upper Lachine Road and St. Jacques 
Street).

continued from page 1

EMSB steps up during 
pandemic crisis
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Harini Karthik, now a Grade 11 
student at LaurenHill Academy in  
St. Laurent, entered the Youth 
Science Canada online Stem Fair 
2020 with a project related to the 
topic of COVID-19. 

After much disappointment that 
the Regional Science Fair was 
cancelled, Harini jumped at the 
chance to participate in this online 
national science fair to showcase 
her project.   

When Harini was working on 
her project, it was important for her 
to connect it to applications around 
her, “ways in which my project can 
be useful in the real world,” she 
said. This project was at f irst 
intended to enhance the efficiency 
of solar panels by working on the 
material they are made of. To do 
so, it must be able to minimize 
friction (or drag) due to fluids, 
such as water and gases. By 
experimenting with different 
morphological structures (patterns 
at the microscopic scale) of natural 
components, Harini was able to 
reduce drag significantly (around 
83 percent) between springtail  
(a specif ic type of insect) and  
a flat surface. 

“This concept of drag reduction 
using biomimetics could be 
applied in a wide range of real-
world scenarios,” she said. “For 

instance, COVID-19 spread could 
be lowered by increasing the 
elevation of surface by a few 
micrometers. Drag reduction 
concept will repel the fluid 
particles from the person’s sneeze 
or cough in common surfaces like 
doorknobs. This way, the fluid 
droplets and viruses will not tend 
to remain on common surfaces 
people often touch.” 

Harini was guided by her 
mentor Dr. Phillip Servio from 
McGill University and LaurenHill 
Science teacher Magy Dimitry. 
“This student cannot go unnoticed,” 
said Ms. Dimitry. “She’s 15 years 
old and did the work of a 

postgraduate student. She is by  
far the most enthusiastic student  
I know and very hard working.  
In order to do her project, she  
had to learn some calculus as well 
as the engineering and 3d printing 
softwares. Nothing stopped her.  
At only 15 years old, she worked 
alongside masters and PhD stu -
dents in chemical engineering  
at McGill.   

“Harini was and still is relent -
less at learning and diving deep 
into her research. I approached  
her in the spring of 2019 and  
since then – even during the 
summer – she worked on her 
research.”

Yet another LaurenHill student 
excelled towards the end of the 
COVID-19-impacted 2019-2020 
academic year. 

Fourteen-year-old Adam 
Coleman, of LaurenHill’s Junior 
Campus, was the Quebec 
Provincial Champion of the 
“Scholastic Challenge” contest. 

The Scholastic Challenge is a 
Canada-wide contest for Grade 8 
students designed as an enrichment 
activity to stimulate students’ 
interest in knowledge, thinking and 
learning, and to offer a challenge 
to top-achieving students.  The 
contest has been offered since 
1998. 

The test consists of 100 online 
questions, and lasts one hour.   
The six categories covered in  
the test are: General Knowledge 
(food, art, sports, music, current 
events, entertainment, mythology, 
etc.), Language and Literature, 
History, Geography, Science  
and Math. 

LaurenHill Academy invites 30 
of its top-achieving Grade 8 
students to participate in this 
contest each year.  The LaurenHill 
students have always performed 
very well, with the majority of 
participants scoring above the 
national average, and this is the 
fifth time that the school has had  
a provincial champion, notes 
Guidance Counsellor Sherilyn 

Bell. Previous years’ winners have 
attended Selwyn House School 
(2019, 2014, 2013, 2012, and 
2010), LaurenHill Academy (2018, 
2017, 2015, and 2011), Bialik 
High School (2016, 2009, and 
2008), Royal West Academy 
(2007, 2006, and 2005), Trafalgar 
School for Girls (2004) and Lower 
Canada College (2003). 

Adam is an honour-roll student 
in LaurenHill Academy’s STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Arts and Mathematics) Program.  
Prior to attending LaurenHill 
Academy, Adam was a student 
Cedarcrest Elementary School, 
also in St. Laurent.   

Upon hearing about his success, 
Adam responded: “I’m surprised, 
but I also feel proud of my 
accomplishment.  The LaurenHill 

STEAM Program has provided me 
with an enriched knowledge base, 
which I was able to draw on while 
I was competing in the contest.  
The STEAM Program is a great 
stimulator of intellectual curiosity, 
and I look forward to continuing 
in this program during the rest of 
my high school education.”   

Anthony Coleman said that his 
son was diagnosed with high 
functioning ASD at age 4. “He was 
reading by age 2, before he could 
even speak,” he said. “He would 
read out every number plate of cars 
he saw passing by when walking 
with his mother on street.  My wife 
and I are extremely proud of our 
son’s achievement and hope he can 
be an inspiration to others in their 
pursuits of academic excellence.” 

“Winning this contest means  
a lot to me,” says Adam. “It put  
me one step closer to success  
in achieving my goal of becoming 
a computer programmer and 
engineer. This is my biggest 
achievement so far and makes me 
believe I can reach even bigger 
accomplishments. I’m honored to 
represent my family, teachers and 
the school who helped me get to 
this goal.” 

For further information 
concerning “Scholastic Challenge,” 
which also has a national contest 
for Grade 6 students, please visit:  
www.schoolschallenge.com

LaurenHill student triumphs at  
provincial Scholastic Challenge

LaurenHill Academy student 
connects science fair project  

to COVID-19

EMSB teacher 
Barbara Weiss retires 

after a remarkable  
60-year career

Following a remarkable 
teaching career of 60 years, 
Barbara Weiss retired at the 
conclusion of the 2019-20 
academic year. 

Ms. Weiss spent the past 
30 years at Willingdon 
Elementary School in NDG. 
Prior to that she was at four 
other primary schools – 
Westminister, Iona, Carlyle 
and Algonquin. 

“I love teaching,” said 
Ms. Weiss. “I woke up every 
morning looking forward  
to going to school. I loved 
the pupils. I loved working 
with them, and seeing 
positive changes. I support -
ed parents, as well as 
students, and I loved being 
able to do that. Sometimes, 
I found that the parent of  
a child in my class was  
also a pupil of mine years 
earlier. I got to work with 
wonderful teachers and 
administrators. But the most 
important reason? I believe 
I made a difference in 
people’s lives; there is no 
other feeling like it!” 

Ms. Weiss said she has 
many fond memories over the past six decades. “The kids often 
delighted me,” she said. “Last year, one class got the idea of 
forming an honour guard when we came upstairs after gym. 
They would go a little ahead of me, and I would find half of my 
class on the left side of the door, and the other half on the right 
side. They all had their arms up in the air, forming a kind of 
tunnel. I would bend down, and walk through. I always thanked 
them for the privilege. One day, I found one of my boys, who 
was wearing a red sweater, lying on the floor right under the 
other children’s upraised arms. I said, ‘Allan, what are you doing 
on the floor?’ He replied, ‘I am your red carpet.’   

“There were many humorous moments, but there were times 
when I was able to help children who were being bullied, and 
to help the bullies as well,” she continued. “I especially loved 
helping children who considered themselves to be stupid realize 
they were not stupid at all. I loved seeing children support one 
another; it was very common in my classes to have pupils burst 
into applause when one of the students got a high mark, or did 
something noteworthy.” 

Ms. Weiss said she is now excited to begin this new  
chapter in her life. “I hope to channel my love of teaching into 
creating a series of eBooks, geared toward parents, students and 
teachers, focusing on techniques and methods I have used,” she 
said. “I’m looking forward to collaborating with my husband, 
a psychologist, whose advice has been invaluable to me over  
the years.” 

Abraham Weiss has been retired for 25 years from the Jewish 
General Hospital. “He has been extraordinarily supportive of 
my desire to keep teaching,” Ms. Weiss said. “We have a house 
in the country, and it would have been wonderful to spend three 
or four days a week there. Instead, we fought rush hour traffic 
every Friday afternoon and drove for the longest time so I could 
continue my career.” 

Willingdon Principal Carmen Nicolas is full of admiration 
for Ms. Weiss, honoured to have been able to work with her 
these last few years. “It was inspiring to be working alongside 
a teacher with so much dedication, experience and passion for 
the profession,” she commented. “Barbara was positive, 
enthusiastic and energetic.  She was open to learning new things.  
She loved her ‘pupils,’ which is how she referred to her students, 
and she worked hard to see them succeed. My fondest memory 
of Barbara is seeing her going up the Willingdon stairs two by 
two and her pupils trying to follow in her footsteps.  Her energy 
is limitless!”

GRADUATES, IN YOUR LIFE,  
I HOPE YOU FIND 

BEAUTY & BRAVERY 

WONDER & WISDOM 

ENTHUSIASM & EMPATHY 

INSIGHT & INTEGRITY 

SAFETY & SATISFACTION 

SELF-CONFIDENCE & SUCCESS 

I WILL NEVER FORGET YOU! 
                                 B. WEISS



by Kristin McNeill 

T
he traditional library, while 
still providing a quiet 
place for solitary reading 

and reflection, is also allowing for 
collaboration and cooperation. 
Especially at the secondary  
level, school libraries are now 
increasingly welcoming, accept -
ing and engaging multi-purpose 
spaces that facilitate both 
individual learning and group 
work. They are being designed  
as a safe place to gather – to 
experiment, to fail – where, in 
fact, “a hum is encouraged,” said 
Athina Galanogeorgos, Assistant 
Director, Educational and 
Technology Services. 

This important part of the 
school continues to be a place to 
complete homework, but also 
provides an infrastructure and 
resource collection for students 
to pursue projects based on their 
own internal motivations. The 
increasingly multifunctional and 
flexible setup of the Library 

Learning Commons helps to 
accommodate any kind of work, 
as furniture and shelving can be 
moved according to the needs of 
the day. Teachers can bring in 
their classes to extend the 
learning that started in the 
classroom, and students can start 
their own clubs, participate in 
board game competitions, and 
experiment in different types of 
research projects. 

Among the festivities at the 
EMSB library transformations 
campaign launch in January was 
a “human library,” formed by 
local authors and media figures. 
Symbolically these specially 
selected “open book” guests 
answered questions, from stu -
dents, based on their personal  
and professional experiences as 
children’s book authors and 
illustrators, playwrights and 
journalists.  

A lively hour-long program 
was delivered at the campaign 
launch January 24 by emcees 
CTV News anchor  Paul 
Karwatsky and Global News 
Morning weather specialist  
Kim Sullivan. Having attended 

elementary school at Nesbitt 
himself, Mr. Karwatsky said 
he remembers “Great 
teachers, great facilities!” 
When Ms. Sullivan asked 
the assembled children 
“Who likes l ibraries?” 

hundreds of hands shot up.  

Several presentations were 
made by the board’s youngest 

students, including a brief show-
and-tell of a homemade book 
made by Willingdon Grade 1 
student Lea McNeill, and the 
“ABC” song performed by the 
Kindergarten students of Nesbitt. 
EMSB Director General Ann 
Marie Matheson also addressed 
the gathering. “These are exciting 
library transformations,” she  
said. “They incorporate digital 
literacy instruction, virtual library 
resources, collective learning and 
teaching practices.”  

Other schools 

A number of other EMSB 
schools were represented at  
the launch: Carlyle and Dunrae 

Gardens in TMR; Leonardo  
Da Vinci in RDP; Dante, Pierre 
de Coubertin and General Vanier 
in St. Leonard; Willingdon in 
NDG; Laurier Macdonald High 
School in St. Leonard; Vincent 
Massey Collegiate in Rosemount; 
and LaurenHill Academy in  
St. Laurent. 

Dedicated library 

personnel 

The EMSB boasts the largest 
number of trained library per -
sonnel in any Quebec school 
board. This includes 22 docu -
mentation technicians, seven 
school-based librarians and three 
board-level librarians, who assist 

in developing programming, 
collaborate with educational con -
sultants and conduct professional 
development sessions.  Every 
high school has its own full-time 
librarian or library technician. 
More than just  c i rculat ion 
managers, they help guide stu -
dents safely around the online 
world. Library professionals act 
as guides in the research process, 
both online and in print. They 
assist students in the development 
of savvy research skills, help 
decipher the quality of information 
and sift out “fake news.” 

Information literacy 

and digital citizenship 

Guiding students to take 
ownership of their learning and 
their decisions in life is at the 
heart of education at the EMSB. 
These life-long skills – how to 
f ind credible information and 
figure out how to separate fact 
from fiction – allow students to 
make more informed choices. 
Working together with teachers 
and educational consultants, more 
and more of our library personnel 
are helping our students learn 
these skills through structured 
lessons as well as informal 
guidance. This model of critical 
thinking benefits students doing 
both academic and personal 
research. Another aspect of digital 
citizenship is learning how to be 
thoughtful when giving opinions 
and interacting with others on 
social media. 

A rich collection 

Another important facet of the 
EMSB Library Learning Com -
mons is its rich collection. 
Created in consultation with our 

Your Space to Explore  
campaign launched

EMSB LIBRARIES: 

The EMSB is part of the worldwide surge towards library 
transformation. Our school libraries are fast becoming 
innovative, multi-faceted learning spaces, embracing  
the philosophy of the Library Learning Commons.  
EMSB schools are already incorporating digital literacy 
instruction, virtual library resources, collaborative learn -
ing and teaching spaces, and makerspaces into their 
libraries – and are ready to take on more! For more 
information log on to www.schoollibrariesmtl.ca. From 
left: Librarians Julian Taylor, Danielle Juneau and Alissa 
Rosellini have worked exceedingly hard on this project.

Kindergarten students from 
Nesbitt sing their ABCs.



school communities, materials are 
made available in different 
formats for different learning 
abilities, all the while responding 
to the competencies outlined in 
the Quebec Education Plan 
(QEP). They encompass a variety 
of topics in various formats, in 
English and French, and other 
languages. They are designed  
to give students autonomy in 
f inding information by using 
clear signage and excellent 
organization, whether in the 
stacks or online.  

Virtual library 

The EMSB Virtual Library 
provides a wide variety of current 
e-books and electronic databases 
that are vetted by the board’s 

library professionals. Physical 
library collections also offer 
students a wide selection of 
f iction and non-fiction works. 
These virtual resources are  
a 24/7 extension of the physical 
library collections and are 
purposefully selected to be  
safe, age-appropriate, accurate,  
up to date, multilingual and 
multidisciplinary. They support 
the curriculum and encourage 
critical thinking by offering 
different points of view, thus 
enriching the students’ research 
process. Students can use  
the EMSB Virtual Library to 
complete their assignments as 
well as pursue their own interests. 
Both students and teachers can 
stay up to date with the most 

current news articles through 
newspapers such as Le Journal 
de Montréal ,  the Montreal 
Gazette and the National Post.  

The EMSB community also 
has access to a variety of formats 
such as video and interactive 
resources. Both Curio (CBC, 
Radio-Canada) and the National 
Film Board offer high-quality 
materials with links to the QEP. 
Exciting resources such as 
Tumblebooks, Rat de Biblio -
thèque (e-books) and Bookflix 
offer our youngest readers  
fun, quality, interactive e-books. 
Teachers can also enrich their 
lessons with these databases. 

Adaptive needs 

The EMSB Virtual Library 
space is geared toward all 
learners, including those with 
special needs. Not only can the 
information databases display  
text in a variety of sizes, but  
the text can be read out loud  
by the system to the students. 
This greatly helps readers with 
perceptual difficulties or other 
learning disabilities, or second-
language learners. The same 
holds true for our selection of 
eBooks, which allow for text and 
background personalization by 
each student to help in their 
reading. Many are also available 
as audio books. Additionally, 
BookShare, an e-book platform 
developed specifically for stu -
dents with learning disabilities, 
is available for EMSB students 
and is administered jointly by the 

Educational and Technology 
Services and Student Services 
Departments.   

Battle of the books 

Battle of the Books is a book 
trivia competition that can be 
adapted to students of all ages, 
and celebrates teamwork and  
a love of reading. This style  
of competition was brought  
to Montreal in 2013 by the  
school library personnel at the 
Lester B. Pearson School Board. 
Soon after, the EMSB as well  
as the Quebec Association of 
Independent Schools joined  
in. While there are a few  
smaller-scale French and English 

elementary Battle of the Books 
competitions, the biggest one, 
currently, is the English-language 
competition for high school 
students. Usually coached by  
their school library personnel, 
students form teams of three to 
seven people. Between them, they 
read 10 to 12 Young Adult books 
in a variety of genres and formats, 
from science fiction to graphic 
novels. At the EMSB, there are 
currently seven high schools that 
participate in Battle of the Books: 
LaurenHill Academy in St. 
Laurent, Laurier Macdonald High 
School in St. Léonard, Lester B. 
Pearson High School in Montreal 
North, Rosemount High School 
and Vincent Massey Collegiate in 
Rosemount, Westmount High 
School in Westmount and Royal 
West Academy in Montreal West. 
The winners go on to compete in 
higher levels of competition, 
which have steadily been gene -
rating more interest and are 
heavily attended by admin is -
trators, families and teachers. 

The love of reading 

Reading is connecting; with 
others, with ourselves and with 
our world. Reading is about 
creating meaning in our lives  
as well as exploring countless 
imaginative worlds. EMSB li -
brary personnel inspire a love of 
reading by building collections 
that are both mirrors, in which 
students can see themselves, and 
windows, in which students grow 
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Students from a number of other schools,  
including Willingdon in NDG, attended the launch.
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Les services de bibliothèque offerts en français 
prennent plusieurs formes à la CSEM. L’heure du 
conte en français est une activité offerte au niveau 
primaire dans nos bibliothèques. Des visites  
d’auteurs figurent également au nombre des acti -
vités annuelles organisées dans nos bibliothèques, 
en vue d’initier les élèves à la culture du Québec et 
du Canada.  

Outre les riches collections de livres physiques 
et d'autres ouvrages pour tous les niveaux, il existe 
une variété de ressources virtuelles. Grâce à des 
bases de données tels Universalis, l'Office national 
du film, Curio (Radio-Canada), SCOOP, Idello, Rat de 
bibliothèque, Le Journal de Montréal et bien 
d'autres, la bibliothèque virtuelle de la CSEM offre 
aux enseignants et aux élèves une panoplie d'infor-
mations en français par l’entremise, notamment, 
d'articles, de vidéos et de matériel interactif.    

La ressource la plus récente et assurément la 
plus attrayante de la CSEM est sans contredit la 
plateforme de livres numériques et de livres audio 
en français de Cantook Station. Des ouvrages  
d'auteurs canadiens et québécois seront mis à  
la disposition des élèves du primaire et du secon -
daire à des fins récréatives et éducatives. (Voir à la 
page 13)

Offre de services  
de bibliothèque  

en français à la CSEM

There are no shortages of 
books at Nesbitt.

Nesbitt Principal Nicholas Romano, left, Assistant Director  
of Educational Services Athina Galanogeorgos and  

students showcase the Little Free Library.



empathy as they explore the 
experiences of those who are 
different from themselves.    

Diverse minds 

The Quebec edition of the 
Diverse Minds Creative Writing 
Competition is sponsored by B’nai 
Brith Canada. Quebec Regional 
Director of the organization 
Harvey Levine and Research 
Director Janna Minikovich were at 
the EMSB event celebrating 
library transformation and took the 
opportunity to directly address a 
number of high school students  
on hand about Diverse Minds. As 
officials from B’nai Brith Canada 
note, this is about peer-to-peer 
learning and recognizing that 
students will lead the way in 
creating school communities where 
everyone is valued. The goal of 
Diverse Minds is to empower 
youth to become role models for 
each other and understand that 
their impact reaches beyond their 
classrooms. The inaugural compe -
tition took place last year in 
Manitoba, and because of the huge 
success it has been expanded  
to four regions across Canada for 
the 2019/20 academic year, in -
cluding Quebec. The winning book 
will be published as a hardcover, 
full-colour book and distributed  
to all elementary schools and 
public libraries in the region. There 
will also be cash prizes awarded 
for the first-, second- and third-
place books.  

The Little Free Library 

At the event, Nesbitt received  
a “Little Free Library” from 
Rosemount Technology Centre.  
It is built with two little doors that 
open up, in a "take-a-book, leave-a-
book" concept. Ms. Galanogeorgos 
wishes to thank Vice Principal Joe 
Anne Désir. Her collaboration and 
enthusiasm from the start made 
this contribution possible and the 
vision a reality. She and her team 
were exceptionally generous with 
their time and creativity. Although 
this type of project did not fall  
in line with their program at  
the time, teachers were willing  
to work on it during their spare 
time. James Larocque, a teacher  
of RTC’s cabinet making and 
woodwork program, designed and 
built the beautifully hand-crafted 
structure. Ryan Anthony Cox,  
a teacher in furniture f inishing, 
was involved in completing  
the last stages: the f inishing  
and painting. "On behalf of the  
ETS department, I would like to  
express our gratitude for this gift 

that was obviously a labour of  
love for our students," said Ms. 
Galanogeorgos. "We look forward 
to collaborating on more projects 
in the future." 

RBC volunteers 

The EMSB wishes to thank the 
more than 20 employees from 
Royal Bank in the Rosemount 
district for serving as volunteers at 
the press conference. RBC also 
sponsored the delicious lunch 
served to our guests. 

The Beat 92.5 FM on 

location 

Meghan Kelly from The Beat 
92.5FM broadcast live from the 
press conference. She even drop -
ped by a Grade 5 class to talk to 
studentsYou can hear the live clips 
here: https://soundcloud.com/ 
englishmtl/sets/meagan-kelly-and-
the-beat-925-at-nesbitt-elementary-
school
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The Suburban Shorts 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=n0myWKHQKEM 
 

Global TV 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=n0myWKHQKEM  
 

East End News 
https://vimeo.com/387699481 
 

EMSB TV 
https://vimeo.com/387545559 

CTV: https://vimeo.com/383531384 
 

The Beat 
https://soundcloud.com/englishmtl
/emsb-kindergarten-registration-
commercial-1-jan-2020-925-fm-
the-beat  
 

CityNews 
https://vimeo.com/387506589 
 

Global TV 
https://vimeo.com/387506554  
 

Montreal Gazette 
https://vimeo.com/387506371 

https://vimeo.com/387024266  
 

CBC Radio Noon Program  
on Libraries 
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/ 
live-radio/1-102-radio-noon-
montreal/clip/15757327-do-
you-use-the-library

Apple: 
• Launch the “Podcasts” app 

from your home screen or 
download it the App Store 

• Search “EMSB” 

• Click on the EMSB  
Podcasts logo 

• Tap “Subscribe”

Google: 
• Launch the “Google Play Music” app  

from your Home screen or from the app drawer. 

• Tap the menu button on the top left of the screen 
(three horizontal lines). 

• Tap “Podcasts” 

• Search for “EMSB”  

• Click on the EMSB  
Podcasts logo  

• Tap “Subscribe” A
p

p
le

G
o

o
g

le

Here’s how:

Listen to the EMSB in-house radio show
with Suzanne Desautels
https://soundcloud.com/englishmtlpodcasts

There was a lot of excellent media 
coverage connected to our launch.

Clockwise from top left: 1) Nesbitt grad and CTV anchor Paul Karwatsky with the team of RBC volunteers. 

2) Harvey Levine and Janna Minikovich from B’nai Brith Canada with Laurier Macdonald students.  

3) Lea McNeill, a Grade 1 student at Willingdon Elementary School, shows her homemade book to Bumble, the EMSB mascot.  

4) Meghan Kelly from The Beat 92.5 FM took some time away from her remote and spoke to an adoring group of students.



by Kristin McNeill 

In a bright, airy space in Nesbitt 
Elementary School in Rosemount 
is the library, framed between pale 
blue walls and windows letting 
light in on three sides. Short  
stacks hold books at a height  
easily accessible by the elementary 
school-age children. There is a 
shift towards making the library 
space into a Library Learning 
Commons.  

This is an ongoing process, 
explains Principal Nicholas 
Romano. “It’s something that never 
stops growing,” he says. “It takes 
into consideration the needs of the 
children and staff. It’s a place for 
people to learn and come together.”  

Based on his experience in the 
transformation of the library space 
at Laurier Macdonald High School 
in St. Léonard, where he previously 
held the title of vice principal, Mr. 
Romano is a big believer in the 
Library Learning Commons. He 
said that space was considered like 
an additional classroom though not 
in the traditional sense – it evolved 
into a large, open space where 
students could come together to 
work on projects, play board 

games and have 
school events. At 
Nesbitt, he hopes 
teachers will use the 
library more often 
and integrate it into 
their lesson plans – 
he also hopes these 
younger children will 
see it as a place to 
engage in play. 

One interesting 
architectural aspect 
of the Nesbitt library 
is the branching off 
of two smaller rooms 
from the large room 
containing the stacks. 
One, the “literary 
corner,” is a cozy 
area where story 

time takes place and where 
teachers bring in their students  
to do special activities. Bins 
containing literary activities and 
games, under a variety of themes, 
are available for teachers to either 
use there or take back with them 

to continue the activity in 
their classroom. There is 
also a computer room with 
desktop computers available 
for teachers to do a separate 
learning exercise outside of 
the classroom.  

David Ramirez, librarian 
technician, joined the 
school as its librarian in 
November. His previous 
experience at a circulation 
desk at a public library and 
his involvement in a reading 
animation program with the 
Fraser Hickson Library’s 
MINIBIBLIOplus program 
has provided him with some 
f irst-hand experience in 
different library settings 
around the city. “In general, 
the vibe at Nesbitt library is 
that it is a place for fun, 
creativity and imagination,” he 
says, “a place that reinforces 
school mission, where there is 
fraternity and where the students 
connect with others through the 
books.”  

Mr. Ramirez witnesses the joy 
children have browsing and 
choosing their books and enjoys 
helping them find something when 
they ask. He sees the library as a 
place for both academic and 
personal growth. What first struck 
him about the Nesbitt library space 
was its size. He also said he 
appreciates the specialty rooms 
that branch off from the main area.  

Nesbitt Elementary School embraces  

shift towards Library Learning Commons
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Nesbitt library technician David Ramirez is always there  
to assist students.

Students love their library at Nesbitt.

@EnglishMTL
SOCIAL MEDIA
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by Kristin McNeill 
 

January 24 was a special day for Nesbitt Elementary School 
in Rosemount, as it hosted its first human library. Well-known 
Montreal-area authors, illustrators and journalists filled the 
school’s classrooms to talk about their professions in the world 
of books, writing and libraries. They participated as “open 
books,” answering questions from students and engaging in 
meaningful and respectful dialogue that underlies the human 
library concept. It was all part of the English Montreal School 
Board’s Space to Explore press conference, a morning program 
focusing on library transformation, and it kicked off the  
Elementary School Registration Week campaign.

Nesbitt Elementary hosts diverse literary figures  
at EMSB’s library-themed press conference

ELISE GRAVEL 
Among the special guests invited to take part in the 

“Space to Explore” was well-known children’s author and 
illustrator Elise Gravel, who served as the honorary 
ambassador. Following her deep passion for drawing, 
Ms. Gravel has illustrated and written more than 50 books 
for young readers. She is also known for her creative 
educational posters. In 2012, her book La clé à molette 
won the Governor General’s Literary Award. The recipient 
of several other awards, her books have been translated 
into a dozen languages. She visited a Grade 3 class,  
who were interested to learn she was from the 
neighbourhood. About how she gets her inspiration, she 
told them “Sometimes I imagine things that are so much 
fun, that I want to remember them, so I keep a notebook 
next to my bed and I write down all the silly thoughts 
that are in my head.”

JULIE TRÉPANIER 

Julie Trépanier (right), seen here 
with Mariane Belley, also joined 
the list of talented literary 
figures to take part in the  
event. She has been director  
of the Espace Jeunes of  
the Bibliothèque et Archives 
nationales du Québec for the 
past ten years. As someone 
passion ate about children’s 
literature and young readers, 
her simple but “enormous 
challenge” every day, she says, 
“is to ensure that every child finds the right book.” In a funny dialogue 
with one of the students she visited in a Grade 2 classroom, she had 
to answer “no” she hadn’t read all the books at the BAnQ (which has 
over 1,140,000 books, she said.) 

DAVID GUTNICK 

A journalist for CBC/Radio-Canada David Gutnick brought his experience as maker of 
radio documentaries to the classroom. Over the past 30 years, his stories have ranged 
in focus from former child slaves in Togo, to secret religious services in Beijing and ballet 
dancers in an American maximum-security prison. But he is now also author of a picture 
book Mr. Mergler, Beethoven, and Me, which was published in March 2018. He spoke to 
Grade 3 students about telling stories. “My job is asking questions about people. And 
saying things like, ‘Oh, why do you want to do that?’ and ‘why is that interesting?’ That 
way we learn about each other. That’s interesting!”
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DR. JOE SCHWARCZ 

Dr. Joe Schwarcz, director of McGill University’s 
Office for Science and Society, and well-known for 
his informative and entertaining public lectures, 
spoke about his recently released book A Grain of 
Salt: The Science and Pseudoscience of What We 
Eat. He spoke with Grade 4 students. One wanted 
to know: “How did you choose your field of work?” 
He replied “I was intrigued by chemistry when I was 
in school, and especially by a magic show I saw in 
elementary school that was truly life changing. I 
wanted to learn more about the difference 
between chemistry and magic.”  
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JULIE BARLOW 

Julie Barlow attended to discuss her recent book on hydroelectricity. She is the 
author of seven non-fiction books on subjects ranging from language, culture to travel 
and medicine. Her twin daughters attended Nesbitt. In a conversation with Grade 6 
French Immersion students, they talked about the experience gained in journalism and 
how it helps become an author. “When I started to write books, I was already known 
by and through different media sources,” she said. “I think the experience of practicing 
my writing before I wrote my books was helpful as well. It takes a little courage to write 
a book! It is not easy. It’s a risk, and we persisted!”    

PAUL AND MARY ANN 
KARWATSKY 

Once a student himself at Nesbitt Elementary 
School, CTV News Montreal anchor Paul Karwatsky 
attended and served as co-emcee. Among the  
topics he explored with Grade 6 students was his 
grandfather’s emigration from the Ukraine at a young 
age. He said, “Imagine you doing something like  
that yourself just a few years from now – leaving your  
home at 18 knowing you might never see some people 
in your life again,” he said. 

Also attending was his mother Mary Ann Lichacz-
Karwatsky, whose 2018 book My Father’s Store and 
Other Stories takes readers inside her father’s grocery 
store on Beaubien St., which for decades provided 
locals with a unique taste of Europe.  

ALLISON HANES 

Other journalists attending 
included Allison Hanes, who 
has been city columnist for the 
Montreal Gazette since 2017. She 
described the many different 
aspects of her job to a class of 
Grade 5 students, including the 
passion for writing, meeting 
deadlines and the pace of news stories. They were 
interested to learn that her favourite part of the job was 
to meet different people from different walks of life.  
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ANDREW CADDELL 

Other special guests included Andrew Caddell, a former broadcaster, UN worker 
and public servant and co-author of The Goal: Stories about Our National Passion (2017). 
Using Roch Carrier’s The Hockey Sweater to answer one student’s question about where 
ideas can come from, Caddell said of the book: “It doesn’t end well, so I wrote my own 
version with a happier ending. Then people started offering me ideas. Think about 
something you know, something that happened to you – then write about that.”     

WOODY BARON  

Woody Baron, a defensive tackle with the Montreal 
Alouettes, published his first book #JustaGobbler in 
August 2018. He spoke to the children. The book is 
about willpower, perseverance and self-confidence. 
When asked about where he got inspiration for writing, 
he said “I get my writing inspiration from all around me,” 
he  replied.  “It could be from TV or what I see on the 
street, and I always try to keep an open mind.” 

KIM SULLIVAN AND 
MARTIN DAIGLE 

From Global News Montreal 
was Kim Sullivan (co-emcee), 
weather specialist and reporter 
at Global News Morning. 

 Martin Daigle brought into 
discussion his experience as a 
video journalist for City News 
Montreal. He is also a Nesbitt 
parent. 



log to our Focus Newsletter at:
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DONNA SANTINI 

Donna Santini came armed with a copy of her book Cooper Goes to the Vet: 
Golden Retriever. Santini and her husband got Cooper in July 2015 and Harley 
in March 2016 and what a year it was with two puppies. “I thought why not write 
about their goofiness or how they are very much like children, hence the first 
book about Cooper being afraid to go to the doctor and his relief once it was 
done,” she noted.

MARLENE JENNINGS 

EMSB trustee Marlene Jennings, a former Member of Parliament, was 
part of the event as well. “I want to tell you why I think that reading is 
important,” she told a group of Kindergartners. “Reading is important because 
it helps you learn a lot. Reading helps you develop your imagination so that you 
can think of fantastic things that don’t yet exist – but maybe one day you’ll help bring 
them to exist.”  

LITERARY FIGURES (CONT’D)

LYDIA LUKIDIS 

Other children’s books authors who read from their books 
and answered questions from the young students were Lydia 
Lukidis, children's author of over 40 books and eBooks, and 30 
educational books. “I am an author,” she told them. “What does 
an author do? Do you think I’m in the circus and juggle dogs?” 
One student replied, “You write the words into a story.”  “That’s 
right,” she replied. “Words make you feel something.”   

THEODORE FAIRHURST 

Ted Fairhurst, in his early 70s, is an entrepreneur, 
artist, high-altitude mountaineer and public speaker. 
He addressed a large group of elementary school 
children in the school's library. He spoke about 
perseverance and having the courage to try new 
things. "Ever since I was a little kid, when I had a 
dream about being or doing something, I would just 
plunge into it. Of course, I would sometimes fail, but 
I would always try. By trying I would learn, I would 
gradually build confidence in myself, and I would 
realize that if I was passionate and determined 
enough, I could accomplish almost anything I set my 
heart to.  I reached the top of the world climbing 
Mount Everest because I was not afraid to try, to dare 
to see what I was truly capable of."

Edited by Kristin McNeill with files from Cindy Davis, Wendy Singer, Randy Pinsky, Mark Bergman, Anne-Marie Silva, Connie Cassetta, Suzanne Desautels and Mélodie Cohn.
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À l’approche de la semaine  
des inscriptions à la maternelle,  
la Commission scolaire English-
Montréal (CSEM) a fait connaître 
ses plus récentes initiatives visant 
la transformation de ses biblio -
thèques, à l’occasion d’une 
conférence de presse ayant pour 
thème « Bibliothèques scolaires 
CSEM : Votre espace à explorer ».  

Ce grand événement annuel 
tenu à l’école primaire Nesbitt de 
Rosemont a réuni les médias,  
des invités de marque ainsi que 
des repré sentants d’autres écoles 
et d’éminents membres de la com -
munauté littéraire de Montréal.  

Au nombre des festivités en 
matinée, mentionnons la « biblio -
thèque humaine » regroupant  
des auteurs et personnalités médi a -
tiques de la région. Ces invités  
« à livre ouvert » spécialement 
sélectionnés ont répondu aux 
questions des élèves à la lumière 
de leur expérience personnelle  
et professionnelle en tant 
qu'auteurs et illustrateurs de livres 
pour enfants, dramaturges et  
journalistes.  

La CSEM fait partie du mou-
vement mondial pour la transfor-
mation des bibliothèques. Ses 
bibliothèques scolaires sont en 
voie de devenir des espaces  
d’apprentissage polyvalents et  
novateurs qui cadrent avec la 
philosophie de la bibliothèque 
comme carrefour d’apprentissage. 
Les écoles de la CSEM y intègrent 
déjà l’éducation à la littératie 
numérique, des ressources docu-
mentaires virtuelles, de même que 
des espaces d’apprentissage et 
d’enseignement coopératifs, et des 
laboratoires créatifs – et elles sont 
prêtes à aller plus loin! 

Comment l’espace 
évolue  

La bibliothèque traditionnelle, 
tout en offrant un environnement 
calme pour la lecture et la ré -
flexion solitaire, permet également 
la collaboration et la coopération. 
Au niveau secondaire en parti -
culier, les bibliothèques scolaires 
sont désormais des espaces poly-
valents de plus en plus accueil-
lants, tolérants et stimulants pro -
pices à l'apprentissage individuel 
et au travail en groupe. Elles se  
veulent un lieu sûr pour se réunir, 
expérimenter, faire des erreurs,  
un endroit où, de fait, « les 
échanges à voix basse sont encou -
ragés », a indiqué Athina Galano-
georgos, directrice adjointe des  
Services éducatifs et de la tech-
nologie. Cette composante clé de 
l'école continue d'être un lieu pour 
faire les devoirs, en plus de fournir 
une infrastructure et une collection 
de ressources pour permettre  
aux élèves de réaliser des projets 
fondés sur leurs propres motiva-
tions internes. 

La configuration de plus en 
plus multifonctionnelle et flexible 
de la bibliothèque comme car-
refour d'apprentissage se prête à 
tout type de travail, le mobilier  
et les rayonnages pouvant être  

déplacés en fonction des besoins. 
Les enseignants peuvent y amener 
leurs élèves afin de consolider les 
apprentissages initiés en classe, et 
les élèves ont la possibilité de 
créer leurs propres clubs, de par-
ticiper à des compétitions de jeux 
de société et d’expérimenter par 
la pensée créative dans le labora-
toire créatif. 

Personnel de 
bibliothèque dévoué 

La CSEM compte le plus grand 
nombre d’employés de biblio-
thèque qualifiés parmi toutes les 
commissions scolaires du Québec, 
à savoir 22 techniciens en docu-
mentation, 7 bibliothécaires en  
milieu scolaire et 3 bibliothé-
caires au centre administratif qui 
participent à l'élaboration des  
programmes, collaborent avec les 
conseillers pédagogiques et ani-
ment des séances de perfection-
nement professionnel. 

Chaque école secondaire a son 
propre bibliothécaire ou technicien 
en documentation à temps plein. 
Bien plus que de simples gestion-
naires d’ouvrages en circulation, 
les bibliothécaires guident les 
élèves pour qu’ils naviguent dans 
l’univers en ligne en toute sécurité. 
Les professionnels de la biblio-
thèque agissent à titre d’accompa-
gnateurs dans le processus de 
recherche, tant en ligne que sur 
support imprimé. Ils aident les 
élèves à développer des compé-
tences de recherche avisées, à 
identifier la qualité de l'informa-
tion et à savoir reconnaître les  
« fausses nouvelles ». 

Au primaire, le plaisir de lire  
a toujours été la pierre angulaire 
des bibliothèques scolaires de la 
CSEM et c’est encore le cas au-
jourd’hui, quoiqu’on assiste à une 
certaine évolution. Le personnel 
des bibliothèques éveille l'intérêt 
pour les livres et la lecture chez 
ces jeunes élèves. Lorsque les en-
fants quittent leur salle de classe 
pour passer du temps à la biblio-
thèque, ils éprouvent du plaisir à 

prendre part à l’heure du conte, en 
anglais et en français. Ils peuvent 
explorer librement l'espace et 
feuilleter des livres qui piquent 
leur curiosité – ils vivent ainsi  
l'expérience tactile de tenir des 
livres et d’en tourner les pages.  
Et une fois qu’ils savent lire, la 
bibliothèque devient un espace  
où trouver des livres et autres 
ressources – et prendre en charge 
leurs propres apprentissages. 

Maîtrise de 
l’information  
et citoyenneté 
numérique  

Guider les élèves de sorte qu'ils 
s'approprient leurs apprentissages 
et leurs décisions est au cœur 
même de l'éducation à la CSEM. 
Ces compétences qui leur servi-
ront toute leur vie durant – com-
ment trouver de l'information 
crédible et apprendre à distinguer 
les faits de la fiction – permettent 
aux élèves de faire des choix plus 
éclairés. De concert avec les en-
seignants et les conseillers péda-
gogiques, les membres du person-
nel de nos bibliothèques sont de 
plus en plus nombreux à aider nos 
élèves à acquérir ces compétences 
grâce à des leçons structurées et 
des conseils informels. Ce modèle 
de pensée critique profite aux 
élèves dans leurs recherches 
académiques et personnelles. Par 
ailleurs, la citoyenneté numérique 
permet également aux élèves d'ap-
prendre à faire preuve de juge-
ment lorsqu'ils formulent des 
opinions et interagissent sur les 
médias sociaux. 

Au service de tous 
les niveaux de 
littératie et besoins 
d’adaptation 

La bibliothèque virtuelle de la 
CSEM s’adresse à tous les ap-
prenants, y compris ceux ayant des 
besoins particuliers. Non seule-

ment est-il possible de modifier la 
taille d’affichage du texte dans les 
bases de données, mais le système 
peut également lire le texte à  
haute voix aux élèves, ce qui aide 
grandement les lecteurs qui éprou-
vent des difficultés de perception, 
d’autres troubles d’apprentissage 
ou ceux qui apprennent une deu -
xième langue. Il en va de même 
pour notre sélection de livres 
numériques, pour lesquels l’élève 
peut personnaliser le texte et  
l’arrière-plan afin de l’aider dans 
sa lecture. Plusieurs sont également 
disponibles sous forme de livres au-
dio. Qui plus est, BookShare – une 
plateforme de livres numériques 
spécialement conçue pour les élèves 
ayant des troubles d’apprentissage 
– est mise à la disposition des élèves 
de la CSEM et est administrée  
conjointement par les Services aux 
élèves et les Services éducatifs et 
de la technologie.   

De plus en plus de bibliothèques 
font appel à des technologies  
qui vont au-delà des simples  
ordinateurs de bureau. On n’a  
qu’à penser aux Chromebooks, 
aux ordinateurs portables et aux 
tablettes. Les collections phy -
siques de la CSEM partagent le 
même objectif d'inclusivité, 
comme en témoigne l’achat de 
livres dits « hi/lo » (sujets intéres-
sants/niveau de lecture inférieur), 
des livres à gros caractères, des 
livres surdimensionnés, des livres 
tactiles, et plus encore. 

Pour l’amour de  
la lecture 

La lecture favorise la connexion 
avec les autres, avec soi-même et 
avec le monde qui nous entoure. 
Elle consiste à donner un sens à 
notre vie et à explorer d'innom -
brables univers imaginaires.   

Le personnel des bibliothèques 
de la CSEM fait naître chez les 
élèves l’amour de la lecture en 
constituant des collections qui  
sont à la fois des miroirs, où les 
élèves peuvent se reconnaître, et 
des fenêtres, où ils apprennent  
à développer de l’empathie en 
découvrant les expériences vécues 
par des êtres différents (pour en 
savoir davantage, consultez le 
travail pionnier de Rudine Sims 
Bishop).   

En 2005, le ministère de 
l'Éducation a annoncé la mise  
en œuvre d'un nouveau plan 
d'action en lecture. Depuis lors,  
les bibliothèques scolaires ont  
pu progressivement constituer  
des collections diversif iées et  
de grande qualité pour tous les 
apprenants. Cette riche variété 
procure aux élèves une abondance 
d'options pour répondre à leurs 
besoins et à leurs désirs.  

« Le choix joue un rôle 
important dans le développement 
de la lecture pour le plaisir; le 
choix et l'intérêt sont étroitement 
liés. » (Schraw et al, 1998; Clark 
et PhythianSence, 2008).

13DOCUMENT D’INFORMATION 

La CSEM présente ses plus récentes initiatives  
pour la transformation des bibliothèques

La mascotte de la CSEM, Bumble, fréquente la bibliothèque.

La directrice générale par interim Evelyne Alfonsi. 

Stephanie Germain, bibliothécaire au Collège Vincent Massey, 
en compagnie de Paul Karwatsky.
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The annual English Montreal 

School Board (EMSB) Parent  

Volunteer Appreciation Evening 

was scheduled to take place  

April 21 at Buffet Amiens in St. 

Léonard during National Volun-

teer Week. It was cancelled due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic, with 

the 2021 edition now scheduled 

for the same venue on April 20 

and the agreed upon theme of 

“Volunteers... Compassion to Ac-
tion.”  At that time Volunteer of 

Distinction Mary Nitti from Pierre 

Elliot Trudeau Elementary School 

in Rosemount will also be recog-

nized.  She is a caring and devoted 

volunteer who works tirelessly at 

the school to ensure that students 

are nourished and cared for.    

As EMSB Director General 

Ann Marie Matheson states: “To 

our volunteers, no job is too large 

or too small for them to undertake, 

regardless of how easy or chal-

lenging it is. From helping out in 

the school library, making sure 

students are well fed with a hot 

lunch, lending a hand with school 

fundraisers, serving on one or 

many school committees or work-

ing as a teacher’s aide, you are 

true leaders whom we can count 

on, turn to and be inspired by!” 

Penny Fenwick 
 

The EMSB has more than 

1,500 wonderful volunteers, but 

Penny Fenwick certainly stands 

out as she recently marked 50 

years of service at Willingdon  

Elementary School in NDG. 

For a half century the woman 

affectionately known as Ms. Penny 

has donated time to young students 

and she doesn't plan on stopping. 

She began tutoring students in 1970 

when her children were at the 

school. “The best gift is the fact that 

an adult is actually putting their full 

concentration on them for that 20 

minutes or half-an-hour,” she said.   

Ms. Penny first volunteered in 

the library when her daughter en-

tered kindergarten.  “Then one of 

the principals said to me, ‘you 

know, why don’t you try and see 

if you can help out some of the 

kids individually because we need 

some help?’  I have been here ever 

since. Why not?  I was just enjoy-

ing what I was doing and didn’t 

see any point in moving on.” 

Ms. Penny meets students to 

help them with math twice a  

week one-on-one. “She’s very 

kind. She takes things slow. She 

makes sure I understand it," said 

one young student. 

Ms. Penny’s workroom is 

lined with thank you cards, 

awards and pictures of past 

students reminding all who 

enter of her lasting impres-

sion in the community. She 

even has a nameplate on the 

outside wall. “The other day 

a cashier at Provigo said  

to me, ‘oh Ms. Penny. You 

taught me a trick for the nine 

times table!’ This comes out 

of nowhere,” she said. 

"The best gift is the fact 

that an adult is actually  

putting their full concentra-

tion on them for that 20 

minutes or half-an-hour. 

They seem to respond to an 

adult focusing all their  

attention on ‘you.’ I have  

a very good relationship 

with the children, they feel 

very comfortable.” 

Willingdon Principal 

Carmen Nicolas says she 

feel so fortunate to have 

someone like Ms. Penny. 

“That human connection 

Ms. Penny has with the 

children is priceless and 

they appreciate it,” she 

notes. “She has such a calm 

demeanor, sweet voice and 

the children are happy to 

have her in their lives.” 

As long as she can climb 

the stairs of the school,  

Ms. Penny says she will 

help out and hopes others 

will follow her example. 

Please listen to our podcast  

interview with Ms. Penny and 

Principal Carmen Nicolas at: 

https://soundcloud.com/eng-

lishmtlpodcasts/emsb-podcast-50-

years-as-volunteering-from-ms-

penny 

Please see this report from CTV: 

https://vimeo.com/367032919  

Sponsors 
 

For the 11th consecutive year, 

La Capital Financial Services 

(www.lacapitale.com) served  

as the title sponsor for EMSB  

Volunteer Appreciation Week. 

The EMSB thanks La Capitale, 

which offers a wide range of  

products and services designed  

to simplify financial choices for 

members working in the public 

and para-public sectors in over 

900 public and para-public insti-

tutions across the province.  These 

services include: personal finan-

cial advice; savings, investments 

and funds; individual life and 

health insurance; mortgages and 

personal loans; insurance for au-

tomobiles, recreational vehicles, 

home, travel and legal access; 

commercial insurance; and group 

insurance. 

Even though the 2020 event 

had to be cancelled, the EMSB 

would nonetheless like to give a 

shout out to the other companies 

which had signed on as sponsors: 

Steve’s Music Store (www.steves 

music.com) is a major force in the 

EMSB thanks its volunteers

(1) Volunteer of Distinction Mary Nitti from Pierre Elliot Trudeau Elementary School in Rosemount.  |  

(2) Royal West Academy volunteers are all smiles to help out the students.  |  (3) Holiday greetings from 

Gerald McShane Elementary School.  |  (4) Serving a holiday breakfast at East Hill Elementary School.

Canadian music industry since 

1965, which caters to all kinds  

of musical needs; Green Apple 

Studio (www.greenapplestudio 

.ca) is a photography studio that 

serves schools and daycare centres, 

and uses award-winning back-

ground replacement technology, 

which gives more flexibility  

and choices when it comes to stu-

dent portrait photos; Promotions  

Hannah (www.hannahpromotions 

.com) is an agency that specializes 

in offering promotional products 

and strategies that help to impact 

overall growth objectives, with 

their main focus of contributing 

towards their clients’ overall profit 

and sales evolution; Fana Sports

(www.fanasports.com) manufac-

tures custom made sports team 

uniforms for all sports, which are 

sewn in their own facility. They 

also offer cresting and numbering 

services, as well as a new cut-and-

sew customized team wear line; 

Building Blocks Tutorials (www. 

bbtutorials.com), which was 

found ed in 2004, offers final  

exam crash courses and academic 

workshops, with an aim to instill 

effective and lifelong learning 

strategies and problem solving 

skills, which in turn helps to build 

a sense of confidence, motivation 

and success for students that will 

not only impact them academi-

cally, but also professionally and 

personally; Sheldon Kirshner 

(514-909-0429) who sells promo-

tional products and clothing; Top 

Marks (www.topmarks.ca) who 

have been outfitting students 

across the country with the finest 

Canadian made school uniforms 

since 1986; Universal Socks Co.

(514-904-2958) offers a fun,  

easy innovative way to fundraise 

money for your organization.  

Providing a box of 14 colourful 

socks ready to sell, and make your 

organization a profit; Mr. Puffs 

Saint-Leonard, (https://www.mr 

puffs.com/en/) Mr. Puffs Pastry 

Inc. is a Montreal based company 

created in 2004 by its founder/ 

owner Billy Siounis. It’s the first 

of its kind in North America 

proudly serving Hot & Fresh  

Puffs (loukoumades); Anima Art 

School, (www.anima artschool 

.com/) designed for students who 

are interested in fine art and digital 

animation skills in order to create 

a stand-out portfolio for college 

programs and beyond. Alternating 

between fine arts studio, learning 

and developing drawing and paint-

ing, and a computer lab, where 

they will learn the ins and outs  

of digital art and illustration;  

ConnectU , ( w w w. c o n n e c t u 

camp.com/) to help children de-

velop confidence, self and social 

esteem. ConnectU International 

is the promise of safe, enriching, 

life-changing camp experiences – 

for children across the world.

and reschedules recognition evening to 2021

21
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10 TO 14 YEARS OF SERVICE

Adams, Jonathan 
Alexander, Rita 
Assaf, Steven 
Avanzato, Julia 
Backler, Mindy 
Barrafato, Rosanna 
Battista, Rosella 
Beaumier, Stephanie 
Behar, Vlada 
Binstock, Suzy 
Binstock, Susy 
Biunno, Joe 
Bordo, Heather 
Bruna, Tina 
Brunner, Kelli 
Bui, Tess 
Capplette, Serena 
Cardillo, Loredana 
Carpio-Mak, Luisa 
Chan, Susan 
Chan, Philip 
Chow, Suzie 
Ciancio, Nancy 
Clarke, Jacquie 
Colantoni, Teresa 

Coleto, Anna 
D'Amico, Diana 
D'Amico, Diana 
De Andrade, Marta 
De Ciccio, Angela 
De Ciccio, Angela 
De Ciccio, Angela 
De Santis, Cynthia 
Di Iorio, Connie 
Di Iorio, Connie 
Dick, Caroline 
Donovan, Meghan 
Dore, Caroline 
Downey, Christine 
Drozhzhin, Alexander 
Fancy, Farah 
Fanzolato, Sheila 
Fedele-Vasile, Mary 
Federico, Rosemarie 
Finch, Susan 
Fong, Lisa 
Fortugno, Francesco 
Fortugno, Francesco 
France, Lori-Ann 
Friedlansky, Debra 

Fuoco, James 
Gartner, Steve 
Gauthier, Annick 
Gentile, Lia 
Giatras, Elena 
Gilmour, Theresa 
Gould, Kevin 
Gravel (Switzman), Sissi 
Handal, Veronique 
Holder, Sandra 
Hussein, Alan 
Hynes, Debbie 
Iacono, Maria 
Jailos, Hannu 
Johnannesson, Lynn 
Juul, Anja 
Keeren, Katheline 
Kemerer, Bruce 
King, Sharon 
Kirsch, Richard 
Kobak, Paula (Ania) 
Kokotsis, Georgia 
Kontogiannou, Chrissa 
Koutrias, Costa 
Lacroque, Annie 

Landbo, Hanne 
Laviolette, Lorna 
Lavoie, Catherine 
Lobasso, Angela 
Macdonnell, Elizabeth 
Mandelos, Zoe 
Matsushnita, Tatsy 
Mazzariello, Franco 
Mazzoldi (Zaccaria), Josie 
McCaffrey, Charlotte 
Meissner, Tabatha 
Meldrum, Douglas 
Meldrum, Patty 
Menard, Elizabeth 
Merrett, Tim 
Michas, Georgia 
Michetti, Brenda 
Mignacca, Anna 
Monereau, Anne 
Montanaro, Debbie 
Mucciarone, Maria 
Mula, Amy 
Nascimento, Isilda 
Noya, Rose Marie 
Papillo, Marisa 

Patel, Samantha 
Pelosi, Adriana 
Pesce, Josie 
Peters, Joanna 
Peters, Carmen 
Peters, Joanna 
Petrecca, Giovanni 
Piccirilli, Gianfranca 
Pinchuk, Ellen 
Primeau, Mario 
Rackover, Heidi 
Ramos, Roberto 
Ratic, Sylvie 
Reda, Marisa 
Riviera, Patricia 
Robitaille, Michelle 
Roll-Kirsch, Caryn 
Ronzales, Jerlyne 
Rowland, Alexandra 
Santini-Ferretti, Debbie 
Santino, Maria 
Scarano, Teresa 
Schafer, Cindy 
Scharing, Barbara 
Schwartz, Aileen 

Sciascia, Christina 
Selwood, Lesley 
Shea, Sandy 
Soares, Cynthia Branco 
Strahl, Jen 
Tamburrino, Cathy 
Tarulli, Laura 
Teoli, Mary Gilda 
Tittler, Rebecca 
Tittler, Rebecca 
Tortoricci, Nina 
Triassi, Josie 
Trigatti, Mina 
Uline, Paul 
Valente, Anabela 
Vasile, Mary 
Vella, Kathy 
Vogas, Linda 
Voglini, Nadia 
Zanchetta, Nadia 
Zarate, Mary Beth 
Zorbas, Alex

15 TO 19 YEARS OF SERVICE

Adler, Ellen 
Berneti, Benny 
Campese, Josie 
Colapelle, Paola 
Daoust, Manon 
Del Re, Maria 
Deschamps, Renée 
Di Re-Frattasi, Pina 
Fedenko, Nick 
Fiori-Iacampo, Anna 
Gow, Ian 
Greco, Sandra 
Greco, Maria 

Lage, Addie 
Lambert, Laurent 
Lato, Carmela 
Lian, Jing 
Lopez, Sue 
Marcozzi, Lucia 
Marcozzi, Lucia 
Markopoulos, Fotini 
Marra, Frank 
Marra, Laura 
Marra Zuanigh, Laura 
Patriarca, Victor 
Piedimonte, Lisa 

Princz, Vicky 
Radhakrishna, Tanya 
Roberts, Todd 
Roberts-Joseph, Avice 
Scopino (Petrone), Gemma 
Skagkos, Betty 
Smyth, Patty 
Strban, Rosemary 
Sweeney, Sharon 
Trineer, Leah 
Verrillo, Rosanna 
Vitale, Connie 
Yeursh, Susan

Bassett, Nancy 
Clifton, Carol 
Corlett, Glennis 
Dahdah, Joanne 
Dahdah, Nijad 

De Palma, Mary 
Fox-Thomas, Debbie 
Green, Bella 
Liberopoulos-Stark, Pat 
Loffredi, Angelo 

Santoro-Petti, Frances 
Skagkos, Betty 
Sztych, Natalie 
Yaruch, Luba

20 TO 24 YEARS OF SERVICE

Degano, Nives 
DeMichele, Dolores 
Falcone, Mary 
Federico, Bernadette 
Fenwick, Penny 
Kircoff (Vaudry), Mona 
Koehnlein, Christine 
Leibov, Barbara 
Livingstone, Hazel 
Marrazza, Mario 

McMahon-Paolucci, Rose 
Newsome, Joan 
Pace, Luisa 
Sharma, Mahesh 
Spreckley Nakanacagi, Mary 
Trocard, Thora 
Ugolini, Alessandra 
Williams, Anne 
Wilson, Valerie

VOLUNTEERS WITH  
25-PLUS YEARS OF SERVICE

5 TO 9 YEARS OF SERVICE

Abbatiello, Laura 
Abbott, Glen 
Abecassie, Tally 
Abergel, Audrey 
Adamakakis, John 
Adams, John 
Adams Macdonald, Amanda 
Addona (Argento), Beatrice 
Adler, Joanne 
Aitchison, Jono 
Algieri, Jack 
Amendola, Carolina 
Amzallag, Audrey 
Anobile, Tina 
Antonicka, Hanna 
Araujo, Amanda 
Arcuri, Anthony 
Aroyan, Caroline 
Arui, Julia 
Arundi, Claudia 
Atcovitch, Melanie 
Auchinleck, Ian 
Auger, Jamie 
Aziloglou, Thomas 
Babkine, Siobhan 
Bagarollo, Andrea 
Bailey, Cindy 
Barberio, Sonia 
Bateman, Suzanne 
Battista, Rosella 
Beardley, Jennifer 
Beaulieu, MJ 
Beckett, Kira 
Bédard, Marie-Hélène 
Belanger, Tabatha 
Bella Tederici, Daniela 
Bellucci, Lucia 

Benamrom, Sam 
Benitez, Boris 
Benjamin, Peter 
Benoit, David 
Benoit (Fraser), Julie 
Benoudiz, Shirely 
Bentivegna, Rosalia 
Benzacar, Eric 
Beredetti, Andrea 
Bergevin, Tanya 
Berish, John 
Berman, Randi 
Bermingham, Stacey 
Berry, Tara 
Berson-Klen, Brandee 
Besson (Legault), Jessica 
Best, Debbie 
Bhagwandass, Janelle 
Biello, Anna 
Bissonnette, Julie 
Bizanis, Katherine 
Blampin, Emilie 
Blanchard, Genevieve 
Blanshay, Stephanie 
Boire, Catherine 
Bondi, Joseph 
Boswell, Kim 
Bouchard, Carolyn 
Boucher, Chantal 
Boulanger, Tania 
Bowen, Jason 
Boyce, Francine 
Bozzo (Padula), Angela 
Bradshaw (Barclay), Jennifer 
Branco, Jennifer 
Brookman, Lorne 
Brotherwood, Pippa 

Brunetti, Assunta 
Bultz, Alissa 
Buono, Antonio 
Burke, Jessica 
Burnatowski, Rita 
Burnett, Sally 
Buttino, Josie 
Cabizzosu, Milena 
Cacchiotti, Luigi 
Cacciatore (Algieri), Jocelyne 
Caci, Lina 
Calce, Perry 
Calderone, Pina 
Cambone, Sandra 
Camelot, Garry 
Camerlingo, Alice 
Cammisano, Bonnie 
Campanile, Catherine 
Campione, Tony 
Canestrari, Catia 
Carrara, Costantino 
Carreiro, Debbie 
Carter, Erin 
Cartier (Teigrob), Marie-Hélène 
Caruso, Claudia 
Casale, Pina 
Castronovo, Maria 
Cecere, Tara 
Cerone, Rosa 
Cerone, Mena 
Cerqueira, Elisabete 
César, Michel 
Cheron, Nathalie 
Chiarella, Carla 
Chieco, Rita 
Chimienti, Vanessa 
Christensen, Lisa 

Christenson, Kristen 
Chronopoulos, Kathy 
Ciafro (Forlini), Patricia 
Ciampaletti, Sabrina 
Ciampini, Sandra 
Ciarlelli, Margherita 
Ciccone, Maria 
Clark (Desbiolles), Christine 
Cloutier, Julie 
Cloutier, John 
Coady, Michael 
Colabelli, Antonio 
Colalillo, Antoinietta 
Conforti, Tania 
Confronti, Cinsyra 
Corby, Carmela 
Corsi, Maria 
Corso, Elvira 
Couch, Anna 
Coughlin, Chris 
Coussa, Amy 
Couture, Claudette 
Cracower, Lauren 
Crist, Chieko 
Cristiano, Teresa 
Cunsolo, Torina 
Cyr-Almanza, Linda 
D'Angelo, Antonella 
David, Robert 
Dawson, Anthea 
De Ciccio, Veronica 
De Cristofaro (Zaffino), Anna 
De Melo, Kathleen 
De Paola, Giovanna 
De Rosa, Sandra 
De Vito, Sophie 
De Vletter, Martien 

D'Elia, Franca 
Dell'Elce, Patricia 
Demerson, Paula 
DeMichele, Anna 
Der, Karen 
DeRosa, Franca 
Desautels, Eric 
Desmettre, Debra 
Dewolf (Johansberg), Christine 
Di Blasio, Anna 
Di Camillo, Luigi 
Di Iorio, Mary-Ann 
Di Manno, Julia 
Di Paola, Nadia 
Di Pardo, Adrianna 
Di Pasquale, Connie 
Di Raddo, Mirella 
Di Stefano, Patrizia 
Di Tella, Frank 
Dias, Josie 
D'Iglio, Carmie 
Dinolfo, Franca 
Diodati, Antony 
Dion, Karine 
Dix-Holbrough, Elaine 
Djurovich, Mirko 
Domingos, Joe Faria 
Domingos, Tina Faria 
Douglas, Rebecka 
Dubuc, Sara 
Dudok, Samantha 
Dudych, Olya 
Duquette-Nicks, Kathleen 
D'Uva, Sara 
Duy, Joanne 
Dworkin-Rosen, Bonnie 
Edwards, Julia 

Eklove, Elka 
Elfassy, Judi 
Elkouby, Rica 
Ellenbogen, Mark 
Ellinger, Mark 
Enea, Antonina 
English, Maria 
Espitia-Silva, Monica 
Etrusco, Paula 
Fainsilber, Toby 
Falocio, Filomena 
Fanzolato, Ida 
Faraj, Nancy 
Farmer, Wendy 
Fasulo, Giuseppina 
Fasulo, Melissa 
Fernet, Lys 
Ferreira, Alirio 
Fiore, Josie 
Fiorino, Alba 
Fischini, Debora 
Fletcher, Jennifer 
Foley, Rosalie 
Fortin, Lisa 
Fortin, Laura 
Fortin, Isabelle 
Fortoul, Cecile 
Fossey, Myrtis 
Foxford, Robert 
Francis, Clotilde 
Frattasio, Giulia 
Gaetano, Dominic 
Galasso, Celina 
Galati, Paul 
Galati, Dora 

(5) Volunteers at Leonardo da Vinci Elementary School welcome back students.  |  

(6) Fall festival at LaurenHill Academy.

5

6

continued on page 16
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5 TO 9 YEARS OF SERVICE – CONT’D

Galati, Gianni 
Gallant, Brenda 
Galluccio, Tina 
Gandhi, Shalini 
Gangai, Vanessa 
Garcia, Irene 
Garofalo, Luigi 
Gasparini, Pietro 
Gattola, Amy 
Gaul, Isabelle 
Gelgoot, Lorrie 
Gentile (Milioto), Sonia 
Gharibian, Norm 
Giancarli Giambattista, Cinzia 
Giannini (Campisi), Debbie 
Giguère, Annick 
Girardi, Luisa 
Giroux, Isabelle 
Governale, Alessandra 
Grandejean, Cristine 
Grant, Angela 
Greco, Agata 
Grey, Corin 
Griffin, Lorraine 
Griffin-Kelly, Amanda 
Gruenheld, Samantha 
Gruosso, Assunta 
Guerra, Sandra 
Guimond, Carol 
Guttman, Hinda 
Hansen, Patricia 
Hardt, Chris 
Harris, Cynthia 
Hassib, Aiten 
Hasson, Dana 
Helfenbaum, Wendy 
Hernandez, Daly 
Hill, Jayne 
Hinds (Bucchan), Helena 
Hipfner, Dagmar 
Hoch Bowen, Miri 
Holland (Johnson), Danielle 
Holowka, Arianna 
Hoolahan, Julie 
Hronjak, Nicki 
Hung, Julian 
Hunter, Andrea Leigh 
Iacullo (Pecora), Nicoletta 
Iasenzaniro, Assunta 
Ibelings, Hans 
Imperiale, Jenny 
Ishak, Nadine 
Iuliano, Ralph 
Jack, Tasha 
Jerome, Lori 
Joaquim, Maria-Louisa 
Johnstone, Chris 
Johnstone Kansou, Lydia 
Jones, Kathryn 
Judd, Lara 
Kabal, Angela 
Kalomiris, Koula 
Kandis, Roula 
Katsifolis, Nick 
Kaufman, Stacey 
Kelly, Nora 
Kenny, Mary Ellen 
Keshen, Mara 
Khalifa, Reisa 
Khoury (Bazinet), Emmanuelle 
Kilian, Paula 
King, Madeline 
Kisilewski, Jadwiga 
Klein, Thomas 
Knafo, Cindy 
Knafo, Florence 
Knecht, Karen 
Kolesnikow, Scott 
Kontolemos, Alexia 
Korb, Deborah 
Kounadis, Maria 
Koutroularas, Joan 
Krakow, Eve 
Kravitz, Wendy 
Krencisz, Melissa 
Kushmir, Julia 
La Rocca, Antonella 
Labelle, Colleen 
Lafond, Carole 
Laghi, Lisa 
Lambert, Alyssa 
Landreville, Loouise 
Langlois, Andre 
Lanni, Nadia 
Lapidus, Rona 
Lapinski, Danusia 
LaStarza, Lelia 
Lawless, Tracy 
Lawrence, Sabrina 
Le Gallie, Carina 
Lee, Andy 
Legace, Elaine 
Lemme, Michelina 
Lerede, Rosanna 
Lewarne, Andrea 
Lim, Debbie 
Little, Caroline 
Lo Bianco, Liviana 
Lobasso, Grazia 
Lobianco, Tania 
Lombardi, Ida 
Longo, Angela 
Lousky, David 
Macdonald, Patricia 

MacDonald (Casey), Tanya 
Macheras, Maria 
MacLaren, Eli 
Macleay, Tom 
MacRae, Jason 
Magri, Lisa 
Mahoney, Julie 
Maione, Melissa 
Malenfant, Lisa 
Mancini, Rino 
Mangione, Maria Sabrina 
Manitt, Christopher 
Mannello, Rita 
Manocchio, Melina 
Marcone, Virginia 
Mardini, Linda 
Marinis, Maria 
Martineau, Marie-Josee 
Masciotra, Mary 
Mason (MacLaren), Jody Lynn 
Masson, Catherine 
Massone, Carmine 
Matthews, Merrill 
Mayne, Julie 
Mazzariello, Tina 
McFadden Purum, Munjula 
McGregor, Catherine 
Mckenzie, Jeffrey 
McLeod, Lindsay 
McLeod, David 
Medeiros, Veronica 
Mele, Sandra 
Melnyk, Alezandra 
Mendelson, Michael 
Mendis, Sally 
Mercuri, Pietro 
Meredith, Danica 
Merritt, Cindy 
Messina-Ceferatti, Framary 
Miccoli, Caroline 
Miceli, Charlie 
Michetti, Pasqualina 
Mignacca, Anna 
Milone, Sognia 
Mincoff, Murray 
Minichiello, Virginia 
Minorgan, Tiffany 
Minuto, Damiano 
Mirarchi (La Fratta), Nadya 
Mohammed, Lisa 
Monachino, Kendra 
Monagham, Maria 
Monniere, Rachel 
Montanaro-Dym, Maria 
Moodie, Erica 
Moore, Annie 
Morabito, Debbie 
Morello, Josee 
Morin, Louis-Philippe 
Morris, Rebecca 
Morrison, Andrea 
Muir, Michael 
Murphy, Marie 
Mussgnug, Lisa 
Nahorniak, Tamara 
Nakamura, Miyuki 
Nardelli (Argento), Elisa 
Nardi, Antoinetta 
Nedescu, Nicoleta 
Neish, Joelle 
Nicholls Wallace, Tia 
Nicolopoulos, Nancy 
Nikolakakis (Vokas), Niki 
Nishihata, Akiko 
Noakes, Kristin 
Noble, Monique 
Oiknine, Sylvia 
Olektonovitch, Elena 
Olivieri, Josie 
O'Neil, Ryan 
Ortchanian, Annie 
Ostroff, Steve 
Ouaknine, Myriam 
Paccione, Candida 
Padulo, Maria 
Pagliuca, Tania 
Pallotta, Angela 
Pallotta, Loredana 
Palotta, Maria 
Panopalis, Aglaia 
Paparelli, Dina 
Papastraits, Peter 
Paquette, Suzanne 
Pardo, Ariella 
Pardo, Tayla 
Parisien, Shanna 
Passucci, Stephanie 
Patrizio, Franca 
Pavia, Sandra 
Pecora, Sonia 
Pelatt-Caron, Karyn 
Peluso, Nadia 
Pennefather, Lauren 
Penney, Janice 
Pepin, Paul 
Perrozzi, Maria 
Phaneuf, Caroline 
Piche, Genevieve 
Pierre, Cherylin 
Pietrangelo, Mario 
Pisto, Patrizia 
Pitt, Rebecca 
Pizzini, Franca 
Placentino, Melissa 

Plamondon, Chantale 
Popwycz, Irene 
Porter, Roberta 
Posteraro (Colaneri), Nadia 
Potvin, Annie 
Prata, Pina 
Preto, Ana 
Primus, Marilyn 
Primus, Marilyn 
Proska-Boivin, Hilegard 
Rabbat, Nathalie 
Rabiau, Marjorie 
Racaniello, Lina 
Racaniello, Stella 
Racaniello, Brigida 
Racaniello, Mary 
Rainelli, Maria 
Raitano, Mary Jo 
Ramirez, Maria Carmen 
Rapkowski, Darren 
Ravenda, Veronica 
Raykhlin, Lia 
Rea, Rosetta 
Reda, Bob 
Reda, Sabrina 
Renda, Rosanne 
Ribarova, Rossitza 
Richer, Kayla 
Riddell-Tauber, Marie 
Ridolfi, Nadia 
Rinaldi, Lisa 
Rinaldi, Nadia 
Rinaldi, Alex 
Rivard (Blondin), Christine 
Robertson, Ann 
Robichaud, Paul 
Rodger, Michael 
Rodier, Cindy 
Ronzales, Jerlyne 
Ross, Roberta 
Ross, Chana 
Ross, Andrew 
Rossi, Angela 
Rossi, Josie 
Rotstein, Shana 
Ruffalo, Patricia 
Ruffiri, Elisa 
Russo (Alfonso), Maria 
Rustemi, Genta 
Sadeh, Elana 
Sakakibara, Sakaya 
Saleh Mohammed, Tasleem 
Salvo, Stefanie 
Santamaria, Marisa 
Santelli, Dino 
Santori, Rebecca 
Santullo, Ivana 
Saracino, Mark 
Sardelli, Sonia 
Sarli, Alfredo 
Sasso, Enza 
Saunders, Katie 
Scalia, Sandra 
Scalia, Lilla 
Scalia, Josie 
Scarola (Puma), Mimma 
Scarpato, Ernesto 
Schiano, Nancy 
Schipano (Milevoy), Rita 
Schwartz, Corey 
Schwartz, Lauren 
Scicchitano, Maria 
Sciortino, Josie 
Secko, David 
Segal, Susan 
Sernuck, Eileen 
Sexton, Bruce 
Shanks, Joyce 
Shea, Sarah 
Sheffren, Cassandra 
Shyavitz, Abby 
Sifakis, Janet 
Simard, Renee 
Sirimarco, Francine 
Smolarz, Claudio 
Sofer, Nathalie 
Soiferman, Ezra 
Sommer, Anna 
Sommer, Anna 
Sousa, Sandra 
Spetsieris, Anna 
Staples, Sarah 
Stark, Peggy 
Staunton, Frances 
Stein-Elman, Jacqueline 
Stern, Ronit 
Stern, Ally 
Stern, Alison 
Stern, Alison 
Sticozzi, Grace 
Stirpe, Lina 
Stoddart, Sharon 
Strussione, Stefania 
Sung Hee, Kim 
Symansky, Leslie 
Szpoper, Marlene 
Tafuto (Baril), Anna 
Tagliamonti, Lori-Ann 
Tagney, Ruby 
Tartamella, Silvia 
Tartamella, Sandra 
Tavares, Anabel 
Taylor, Cynthia 
Teoli, Laurie 

Thiel, Stuart 
Thomas, Georgina 
Thomas, Sabrina 
Thompson-Dudley, Margaret 
Tortorici, Maria 
Totaro, Rossana 
Tran, Jenny 
Tremblay, Carolynne 
Tremblay, Fidele 
Trudeau, Jason 
Trudeau, Genvevieve 
Trudel, Julie 
Tsouluhas, Anna 
Tstoumas, Andreas 
Tulloch, Kim 
Turcot, Pierre 
Tuzzolino, Analia 
Tzagrakis, Athena 
Ubha, Kumar 
Vaccaro, Angela 
Vaccaro, Rosalia 

Valkanas, Maronika 
Van Den Bosch, Paula 
Vardaro, Laura 
Varga, Edith 
Varga, Joseph 
Vassilyeva, Natalia 
Venturella, Lorie 
Verducci, Lena 
Vibert, Tina 
Vigderhaus, Lisa 
Villeneuve, Chantal 
Villeneuve, Chantal 
Vincent-Herscovici, Jesse 
Viscosi, Maria 
Vlitas Contomichalis, Demetra 
Wagner, Rose 
Walker, David 
Wallace, Siobhan 
Wang, Arthur 
Washington, Celenia 
Wasson, Haidee 

Welagedara, Anuradha 
Wen, Stella 
White, Tanya 
White, Mitchell 
Wilson, Lynn 
Wittman, Trinity 
Wolch, Ilana 
Wolkoff, Anita 
Wyse, Michelle 
Wysinski, Ania 
Xenocostas, Spyridoula 
Yanofsky, Alexandra 
Yarbrough, Yanci 
Yasvinski, Donald 
Yee, Carron-Ann 
Yiannatsoulios, Stravoula 
Zegarelli, Linda 
Zereik, Helene

8

9

10

11

12

(7) Volunteers at John Caboto Academy prepare for a corn roast.  |  (8) Edward Murphy 

Elementary School volunteers get ready for the holidays.  |  (9) Gardenview Elementary 

School volunteers ready for action and some fun.  |  (10) Volunteers at Cedarcrest 

Elementary serving breakfast. |  (11) Serving snow cones at Merton Elementary.  |   

(12) Volunteers at Westmount Park Elementary prepare for another day full of events.  |   

(13) Volunteers at St. Gabriel Elementary cooking a BBQ for the students.  |  (14) Getting 

ready for a outdoor fun day at Willingdon Elementary.

7
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Abelardo, Lysanne 
Accardi, Francesca 
Alalouf, Carole 
Alessandrini, Marco 
Alexis, Melissa 
Allooh, Waleed 
Alogbo, Simone 
Alsmadi, Zainab 
Amoroso, Francesco 
Amoruso, Nadia 
Andersen, Brian Christopher 
Andersen, Maja Rovsing 
Antenucci, Marisa 
Antippa, Sophie 
Antonio, Silvie 
Araujo, Sandra 
Argyriou, Maria 
Asencio, Monica 
Attiana, Kimia 
Augello, Charlotte 
Au-Pichette, Catherine 
Avino, Amanda 
Aylward, Alison 
Baccari, Mary 
Bachellerie, Flore 
Bachmann, Rachel 
Bachmann, Rachel 
Bailo, Linda 
Baker, Kristie 
Ballan, Alicia 
Banks, Jennifer 
Barasso, Antonella 
Barberio, Nadia 
Barone, Valerie 
Barter, Renee 
Bastounis, Dina 
Batchoun, Melissa 
Batista, Sandra 
Batstone, Kelly 
Battista, Melinda 
Battista, Lina 
Battista, Carmela 
Beaulieu, Mario 
Bedkowska, Anna 
Bedkowska, Barbara 
Bellon, Liana 
Belo, Melinda 
Benabou, Jessica 
Benbaruk, Sabine 
Berghout, Choukri 
Bermack, Jordanna 
Bernstein, Ashly 
Bérubé, Tanya 
Bibi, Josephine 
Bikas, Kyriaki 
Biunno, Carmela 
Blaine, Patrick 
Blais, Debra 
Blaise, Edwige 
Blake, Candace 
Blake, Caminee 
Blanchette, Annie 
Boghen, Jennifer 
Bongiorno, Josie 
Boriak, Oxana 
Borrelli, Marisa 
Bouayad Agha, Youcef 
Boudreau, Dominique 
Bourgeois, Myriam 
Bozzo, Tania 
Brook, Katie 
Brook, Tara 
Brook, Shawna 
Brownrigg, Maimouna 
Bufo, Flora 
Burke, Pamela 
Buscio, Domenico 
Byer, Joy 
Cabral, Nelson 
Callender, Sharone 
Camard, Sophie 
Cambridge, Debbie 
Campeau, Sandrine 
Cancilla, Luciana 
Cannavino, Nadia 
Cantini, Nancy 
Canzano, Ellie 
Carbone, Clotilde 
Carchedi, Carmy 
Cardillo, Franca 
Cardinale, Sonia 
Carestia, Angelina 
Carioti, Connie 
Carosello, Nadia 
Carreiro, Jennipher 
Cartier, Phillippe 
Cartier, Candice 
Cartillone, Melania 
Caruso, David 
Catalano, Giovanna 
Catalano, Meg 
Caternicchia, Enza 
Ceccarelli, Antoinetta 
Cercillo, Lissethy 
Cerroni, Gianni 
Cestra, Jennifer 
Chan, Stanley 
Chan, Christopher 
Charest, Isabelle 
Cherella, Daniella 
Chiarappa, Tania 
Chiazzese, Gianni 
Chiazzesse, Angela 
Chinappi, Arlette 
Choy, Bonny 
Christos, Rafaella 
Ciabattoni, Giovanna 

Ciampini, Melanie 
Ciarlo, Johnny 
Ciccarelli, Stephanie 
Cilla, Barbara 
Civitillo, Antonietta 
Clarizio, Sabrina 
Clinunak, Carmen 
Coffey, Theresa 
Colafabio, Sabrina 
Colalillo, Gina 
Condo, Tania 
Condoroussis, Catherine 
Contarini, Fillippa 
Corbeil, Jesse 
Corbi, Stefania 
Costa, Jimmy 
Costanzo, Gina 
Côté, Réjean 
Courcelles, Melanie 
Craig, Nadia 
Crecco, Alessandra 
Cribari, Ivana 
Crisci, Marysa 
Cristiano, Rosie 
Croll, Alistar 
Cruz, Kembly 
Cucuzzella, Linda 
Cullen, Mieke 
Curie, Lisa 
Currie, Sophie 
Da Costa, Lory 
Da Costa, Sandie 
Da Costa, Shahida 
Dachille, Mariella 
Dagostino, Diana 
Dancause, Ann-Marie 
Daoud, Lama Wasim 
D'Arienzo, Laura 
De Block, Helene 
De Bortoli, Patrick 
De Ciccio, Sabrina 
De Fazio, Carla 
De Guzman, Sherlyn 
de koos, Andras 
De Luca, Vanessa 
De Luca, Alex 
De Melo, Nancy 
De Palma, Nicola 
De Sousa, Ana Paula 
De Stefano, Teresa 
De Stefano, Pina 
Debrecen, Jennifer 
Decobellis, Tania 
Del Balso, Patrizia 
D'Elia (Sheikh), Sophia 
Denommé, Pascale 
Desai, Ushma 
Desbiens-Leighton, Alexandra 
Desforges, Myriam 
Desforges, Katherine 
Di Fruscia, Linda 
Di Giacomo, Domenico 
Di Giacomo, Brigitte 
Di Giosia, Anna 
Di Lena, Sonia 
Di Manno, Marco 
Di Martino, Maria Lisa 
Di Mauro, Lucia 
Di Michele, Mike 
Di Molfetta, Nadia 
Di Nezza (Matteo), Sophia 
Di Nolfo, Anna 
Di Nolfo, Natalie 
Di Pasquale-Farina, Pino 
Di Perna, Karen 
Di Pietro, Lidia 
Di Salvo, Ada 
Di Stefano, Diego 
Di Tiello, Marina 
Di Vaccaro, Alexandra 
Di Vicenzi, Sarah 
Dias-Forget, Terry 
Diaz-Almendariz, Jessica 
Dillon, Kieran 
Dionne-Boutin, Melissa Ann 
Discenza, Maria Teresa 
Dizazzo, Lea 
Doctor, Heidi 
Doherty, Nancy 
D'Onofrio, Cynthia 
Dorfman, Allison 
Dorschel, Winona 
Dos Santos, Robert 
Doubt, Jessica 
Dres, Niki 
Drivakos, Maria 
Dudley, Jo-Anne 
Dufour, Anique 
Dumais, Sandra 
Dumont, Stephane 
Dussault, Alain 
Dykes, Sabrina 
Elharrar, Vanessa 
Engel, Jody 
Epstein, Wendy 
Ermes, Sarah 
Falcone, Marilena 
Fanelli, Grace 
Farace, Marge 
Farella (Furfaro), Rachela 
Farella (Vaccaro), Franca 
Farrella, Imma 
Fascia, Carolyn 
Fata, Brunella 
Fava, Nadine 
Ferguson, Tanya 
Ferland, Guillaume 

Ferraesi, Sabrina 
Ferrara, Vivian 
Ferraro, Lori 
Fiaschetti, Richard 
Fiengo, Sabrina 
Flocari, Lois 
Fong, Julie 
Forget, Louise 
Forgione, Cassandre 
Frade, Rosemary 
Fragapane, Mirella 
Franco, Guiseppe 
Fratangelo, Melissa 
Fratino, Anna Daria 
Fuoco, Sonia 
Furiani, Suzie 
Furlong, Jennifer 
Gabbay, Vardit 
Gabriele, Sandra 
Galerio, Miranda 
Gallo, Sabrina 
Garcon, Celine 
Garofalo, Verena 
Gatien, Jennifer 
Gaudio, Nadia 
Gauris, Julie 
Gavita, Laura 
Gendron, Lyne 
Germile, Lisa 
Gervasi, Emily 
Gesualdi, Maria 
Ghandi, Unmesh 
Ghayourmanesh, Shaheen 
Giambona, Maria Christina 
Glazer, Alyssa 
Gloria, Jacklyn 
Gnahore, Oliver 
Godfrey, Erin 
Golberg, Deborah 
Gomatos, Constantina 
Gomatos, Constantina 
Goodings, Alana 
Gove, Curt 
Grasso, Maria Teresa 
Greco, Sandra 
Grigat, Michelle 
Grunberg, Yosi 
Gueye, Lyta 
Guy, Marie Eve 
Halasz, Vanessa 
Hales, Lindsay 
Hamelin-Couture, Lea 
Harrar, Vanessa 
Hassan, Ahmad 
Hatt, Suzanne 
Havis, Tova 
Henriquez, Veronica 
Heppelle, Real 
Hernandes White, Maria 
Hernandez, Aurora 
Holgate, Emily 
Honiges, Lisa-Marie 
Horak, Jana 
Hussain, Ayesha 
Iacono, Giuseppina 
Iafrancesko, Cristina 
Iaizzo, Deanna 
Iannantuono, Nancy 
Ianniciello, Adelina 
Iavenditti, Lina 
Ierra, Angelo 
Infantino, Meri 
Ishmael, Jerry 
Iulianella (Ciambrone), Ivana 
Jean, Jamillah 
Jensen, Glen 
Jiwan, Zenith 
Jodoin, Annie 
Joo, Hannah 
Juhl, Hayley 
Kalogerakos, Eleni 
Kaluza Levy, Lisa Melanie 
Karabatsos, Maria 
Karam, Josee Lynn 
Karawi, Tamara 
Karbin, Ingrid 
Kasnakian, Paul 
Kastrounis, Kosta 
Kay, Esther 
Keating, Stephanie 
Keating, Stephanie 
Kelly, Brian 
Kiefer, Darcy 
Kim, Eun Ju (Michelle) 
Korakakis, Katherine 
Korifidou, Elpida 
Korman, Shawna 
Kousaie, Shanna 
Kowalchuk, Natalie 
Kozah, Sandra 
Kravitz, Kenton 
Lacroce, Joanne 
Lagace Dawson, Anne 
Lai, Beverly 
Laliberte, Danielle 
Lallouz, Melanie 
Lancelotta, Giovanna 
Lane, Dawn 
Lapolla, Nadia 
Lariviere, Erin 
Larocci, Melanie 
LaRocque, Néomie 
Lauro, Lisa 
Lazar, Suzie 
Le Moyenne, Kristen 
Leckner, Mitchell 
Lee, Hyunyoung 

Lee, Vivian 
Lee, Suzanne 
Lefebvre, Jasmine 
Lemaire, Géraldine 
Lennox, Robert 
Lenteris, Ellie 
Leoci, Johnny 
Lepanto, Jenny 
Lesperance, Kathy 
Levy, Fred 
Libling, Lindsay 
Licata, Lynda 
Liguori, Marilena 
Lipardi, Caterina 
Liscio, Anita 
Liste, Amanda 
Litwack, Melani 
Lizza, Adriano 
Locopo, Laura 
Lomardo, Carmen 
Lombardi, Stephanie 
Lopes, Tina-Louise 
Lord, Richard 
Luu, Tony 
Maalouf, Linda 
Machado, Nicholle 
MacLeod, Jon 
Macri, Natalie 
Magill, Steve 
Maizza, Franca 
Manstavich, John 
Marateo, Frank 
Marci, Karina 
Marciante, Meryl 
Marco, Debbie 
Marovitch, Maureen 
Martin, Christina 
Martinek, Lenka 
Martino, Josie 
Martins, Christina 
Mascola, Angelica 
Masrani, Hala 
Masse, Bianca 
Massimo, Sabrina 
Mastromateo, Enza 
Materassi, Manuela 
Matlin, Julie 
Matocia, Sergio 
Mattiace, Maria 
Matticoli, Stephanie 
Mazzafero, Isabella 
McEnroe, Nicola 
McGraw, Kristen 
McKay, Leslie 
McKenna, Kerry 
McLean, Emily 
McRae, Lindsay 
Melfi, Antonietta 
Mendonca (Grossi), Tania 
Mercaldi, Enza 
Michael, Evangelia 
Michaud, Alexandra 
Mihalik, Teresa 
Miller, Josh 
Mirarchi, Elsa 
Mire, Naeema 
Mirijello, Luisa 
Mollica, Marco 
Monaco, Pina 
Monaghan, Mark 
Mondor, Karine 
Moneit, Toby 
Mongelli, Nicky 
Montagna, Elissa 
Monteleone, Connie 
Montesclaros, Aileen 
Morales, Amanda 
Morfopos, Catherine 
Moshonas, Tasia 
Mouline, Mouna 
Muallem, Michal 
Mullen, Jenn 
Mungiovi, Linda 
Munizaga, Tanya 
Muoio, Carla 
Murphy, Pamela 
Musgrave, Emily 
Narrea, Isabel 
Nelli, Micki 
Nemeroff, Alex 
Nevin, Louise 
Nguyen, Lyn 
Normandeau, Louise 
Notarmaso, Maria 
Noto, Lisa 
Nunes, Victoria 
Nuniez, Miguel 
Nuniez, Silvia 
O'Doherty, Richard 
Ohayon, Einav 
Onofre Pinnheiro, Brunno Antonio 
O'Reily, Miranda 
Ortaaslan, Andy 
Ortona, Diana 
Pachis, Evi 
Packard, Shari 
Padvano, Gabriel 
Pagano, Sabrina 
Pagé, Renee 
Paglia, Joseph 
Palermo, Rosanna 
Palleria, Angela 
Palmieri, Amanda 
Panetta, Robert 
Panetta, Sabrina 
Pansera, Carmela 
Paolella, Valerie 

Paone, Maria 
Papacostas, Paraskevi (Voula) 
Papsodaro, Elizabetta 
Paradiso, Melissa 
Pareja, Arelie 
Parent, Esther 
Parente, Patricia 
Passalacqua, Lisa 
Passarelli, Sabrina 
Patel, Roshani 
Patel, Hema 
Patino Cienfuegos, Liliana 
Paz Bravo, Maria 
Pecora, Vittorio 
Pellerin, Genevière 
Pennimpede, Antonietta 
Pensato, Maria 
Perard, Betty 
Pereira, Betty 
Pereira, Roberta 
Pereira, Maggy 
Pereira, Elizabeth 
Pereira de Quieroz, Mandoela 
Pero, Angela 
Peruch, Carlo 
Petraglia, Felice 
Petrecca, Patrizia 
Petrella, Carmela 
Petrone, Grace 
Petti, Esther 
Philip, Brenda 
Pierce, Aimee 
Pimentel, Ashley 
Pimentel, Roxanne 
Piro, Laura 
Pisano, Stephan 
Polisena, Aldo 
Polonia, Anne Marie 
Polverari, Wendy 
Pompey, Earlene 
Ponari, Remo 
Poole, Eric 
Porello, Sara 
Posesorsky, Myriam 
Pouliot, Danielle 
Pratt, Lana Marie 
Prioletta, Sandra 
Proietti, Melissa 
Prosper, Richard 
Puterman, Rebecca 
Quidoz, Chantal 
Rail, Barbara 
Rain, Leann 
Rainone, Lydia 
Rainone, Cynthia 
Rajotte, Tami 
Raposo, Debbie 
Rashkovsky, Marlene 
Ratic, Stephanie 
Ravelson, Lalaine 
Razian, Ramzi 
Reda, Barbara 
Reid, Denburk 
Renzi, Sandra 
Reynel, Helene 
Ricci, Candida 
Richardson, Florette 
Ridenti, Sonia 
Riley, Nadia 
Rinaldi, Michael 
Robbins, Amy 
Robert, Anne-Marie 
Robertson, Melissa 
Rodier, Elysa 
Rodrique, Jonathan 
Rohan, Caroline 
Rokem, Mika 
Romanelli, Giovanni 
Romano, Tania 
Romero, Isabel 
Rosario, Jessica 
Rosenberg, Michael 
Rossi, Carlo 
Rossy, Stephanie 
Rotherman, Andrew 
Rousseau, Anie 
Roussel, Julie 
Ruano, Rene 
Ruggi, Terri 
Ruvo, Mary 
Sabonger, Alex 
Sakkas, Georgia 
Salinas, Yvette 
Salvaggio, Vincenzo 
Samson, Marika 
Sananikone, Anna 
Sansalone, Claudia 
Sansone, Max 
Santoianni (Argento), Carolina 
Santone, Francesca 
Santos, Tanya 
Santosa, Sylvia 
Sanzari (Benfaras), Elena Melissa 
Sardelli, Luigi 
Sarrazin, Kim 
Sassi, Sana 
Sasso, Rosaria 
Scalia, Antonella 
Scarpelli, Tony 
Schiro, Cathy 
Schueller, Tina 
Scione, Lisa 
Sebastiani, Paola 
Segreti, Tania 
Sgrosso, Claudia 
Shaikh, Ashfag 
Shapiro, Emmie 

Shingler, Kate 
Ship, Gillian 
Siebos, Eleni 
Signorino, Nadia 
Sikender, Pat 
Silva, Jennifer 
Sim, Hyesuk 
Simas, Lucy 
Simas, Lucy 
Simbabwe, Josée 
Simeon, Abiola 
Simioni, Tania 
Simoes, Elizabeth 
Simonetti, Sandra 
Sollazzo, Claudia 
Sollecito, Mimma 
Sooyoun Cho, Stella 
Soroka, Robert 
Sorrenti, Aquilina 
Spanoudakis, Sia 
Spilitopoulos, Dionisia 
St. Louis, Jean-Philip 
Staffa, Grace 
Staffa, Graziella 
Starinieri, Sonia 
Ste-Marie, Jennifer 
Sternthal, Heidi 
Stivaletta, Fernando 
Strazzero, Marie-Josee 
Suissa, Sandy 
Suter, Scott 
Syed, Shiraz 
Syer, Cassidy 
Szeles, Anna Maria 
Tacci, Jennifer 
Tancredi, Diana 
Tandubuana, Alicia 
Tarasco, Mike 
Tardiff, Diane 
Tavolaro, Linda 
Taylor (Alphonso), Adrienne 
Te, Bouny 
Teitelbaum, Pamela 
Tempestili, Sonia 
Teoli, Marie 
Teresi, Marylou 
Teroux, Valerie 
Terrigno, Linda 
Tessier De Carufel, Christine 
Thakor, Shuduksha 
Thomasino, Barbara 
Thony, Kattia 
Todaro, Venere 
Troczynski, Adam 
Troude, Gaelle 
Tsombanakis, Evangelia 
Tubb, Susan 
Tullio, Anita 
Turner, Justin 
Tzaferis, Terry 
Uchida, Megumi 
Uniat, Jennifer 
Ursi, David 
Vacca, Rosanna 
Vaccaro, Patrizia 
Valcelli, Giovanna 
Valente, Lisa 
Valente, Tony 
Valleta, Andrea 
Varanese, Anne Maie 
Varano, Teresa 
Varelas, George 
Varriano, Rino 
Varriano, Sandra 
Varricchio, Antonio 
Varvarikos, Catherine 
Vasseur, Maggie 
Vassiliou, Ioanna 
Velmahos, Pat 
Ventura, Kim 
Verone, Mirella 
Vetrano, Anna 
Vicario, Cinthia 
Vicino, Jennifer 
Vidakis, Irene 
Vidakis, Irene 
Vienneau, Natalie 
Vigorito, Melina 
Villar, Marisa 
Vincelli, Lina 
Vitulano, Josie 
Vracotas, Nadia 
Ward, Nikki 
Weclas, Karolina 
White, Dominique 
Wiedow, Tia 
Wilkins, Janet 
Williams, Sarah 
Williams, Larry 
Wlasenko, Christina 
Wollacott, Kate 
Wong, Edmund 
Wong, Jui Ho 
Woo, Stanely 
Ye, Hui 
Young, Jennifer 
Young Lee, Hyun 
Zabbal, Viviane 
Zaccardo, Rita 
Zammbito, Mariella 
Zarnegar, Pardis 
Zong, Li Jie 
Zoppi, Catia 
Zorko, William
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de la

CSEM

L'enseignante Nadia Licursi a démontré comment certains membres de la grande 
famille de l'école primaire Pierre de Coubertin à Saint-Léonard ont exprimé leur gratitude 
envers les travailleurs essentiels en ces temps difficiles causés par la pandémie de COVID-
19. Il s'agit d'un collage inspiré par des frères et sœurs et leurs cousins : Alessio, 11 ans, 
Ariana, 10 ans, et Sienne, 7 ans. La plus jeune, Lexa, 5 ans, entrera à la maternelle à 
l’école Pierre de Coubertin en septembre 2020.

Joli collage

Afin de détendre l'atmosphère durant la 
pandémie, les enseignants de l'école primaire 
Dalkeith à Anjou ont réalisé une vidéo 
amusante sous le thème de l’ancienne 
émission de télé Friends. « L’idée était d’offrir 
aux parents quelque chose de rigolo à 
regarder en cette période troublante que nous 
traversons tous », de dire Luba Kalba et 
Tamara Campilii. « Nous voulions leur faire 
oublier, ne serait-ce que quelques instants, la 
crise que nous vivons présentement. Nous 

nous efforçons par 
tous les moyens de 
rester en contact 
avec nos élèves et 
leurs familles afin de les soutenir. Nous entretenons de très bonnes 
relations avec nos familles; nous formons une grande famille. Il 
était important pour nous qu’ils sachent que malgré la distance, 
nous serons toujours là pour eux! Nous vous invitons à visionner 
la vidéo : https://www.emsb.qc.ca/emsb/articles/dalkeith-school-
teachers-lighten-the-mood-with-friends-video

Les amis de Dalkeith

Le gouvernement du Québec 
a renouvelé la mise sous tutelle 
partielle de la Commission 
scolaire English-Montréal et 
prolongé du même coup le 
mandat de l’administratrice 
Marlene Jennings jusqu'au 6 
novembre 2020. Le décret a été 
adopté le 29 avril 2020. Depuis 
novembre dernier, Mme Jennings 
exerce tous les pouvoirs et 
fonctions de gouvernance au sein de la CSEM, à l'exception des procédures judiciaires 
constitutionnelles intentées par le conseil des commissaires. 

« Je suis ravie de continuer à assumer cette fonction importante », a déclaré Mme 

Jennings. « Mon mandat s'est très bien déroulé jusqu’à présent et j'ai encore beaucoup 
de travail à accomplir. Dès mon arrivée à la CSEM, au 6000, avenue Fielding à NDG, 
j'ai reçu une excellente collaboration de la part de la haute direction et de tout le personnel. 
J’ai tôt fait de me sentir à ma place. On a acquiescé à toutes mes demandes, sans exception 
et aussi rapidement que possible. De plus, je dois admettre qu’en cette crise de COVID-
19, notre personnel a su se montrer à la hauteur en continuant d’offrir le plus de services 
possible dans ce contexte diff icile. » Nous vous invitons à consulter l’intégral du 
communiqué : https://www.emsb.qc.ca/csem/nouvelles/prolongation-de-six-mois-du-
mandat-de-marlene-jennings-administratrice-de-la-tutelle-a-la-csem

Prolongation du mandat  
de Marlene Jennings 

Félicitations à Clara Chemtov, diplômée  
de l’Académie Royal West en 2019, et 
ancienne élève de l'école primaire 
Willingdon à NDG. Elle a récemment été 
couronnée Miss Teen Québec. Âgée de 17 
ans, Clara sera l'une des déléguées 
provinciales lors de la finale nationale qui 
devait se tenir à Toronto en juin, mais qui 
a dû être reportée en raison de la COVID-
19. « Durant mes études, j'ai participé 
activement aux activités offertes à la 
grandeur de la commission scolaire, 
comme la Bataille des livres et le Concours 
d’art oratoire », a indiqué fièrement Clara. 
Les déléguées sont chargées d’amasser des 
fonds au profit de la Fondation canadienne 
Rêves d'enfants, de participer à la vie 
communautaire, de faire du bénévolat et 
d'être un modèle positif d’inspiration. Clara 
aura également l'occasion de parler d’une 
cause qui lui tient à cœur. Elle a choisi la sensibilisation aux troubles alimentaires. « Je 
crois qu'il est important de faire la lumière sur cette maladie et j'espère le faire tout en 
devenant un leader au sein de ma communauté », a-t-elle déclaré. « Je me remets 
actuellement d'un trouble anorexique et je me suis engagée à retrouver mon poids santé 
d’ici la tenue de la finale nationale. Je sais à quel point la minceur est surestimée au sein 
de notre société. J'essaie de prendre du poids afin d'être au mieux de ma forme. Un peu de 
positivité peut faire énormément de bien en cette période de grand stress. »

La course annuelle Halo a été 
annulée en raison de la pan démie. 
L’Association athlétique du Grand 
Montréal (GMAA) a plutôt organisé 
un événement virtuel. Des élèves de 
la CSEM, notamment de Royal Vale 
et Willingdon à NDG, f iguraient 
parmi les participants. Nous vous 
invitons à visionner ce reportage de 
CBC : https://vimeo.com/418436656.

Miss Teen Québec

La CSEM souhaite offrir ses condoléances à la 
famille de Mario Caggiano, ex-commissaire dans la 
circonscription de RDP, décédé la semaine dernière à 
l'âge de 62 ans. Son épouse, Gabriella, et ses filles, 
Sabrina et Dania, garderont le souvenir d'un mari et 
d'un père dévoué, un être altruiste, affectueux, 
passionné et généreux qui aura touché tous ceux qui 
l'ont connu. Sa force de caractère était assurément 
l'une de ses qualités les plus prédominantes.

À la mémoire d’un ancien commissaire

w w w. e m s b . q c . c a18

Course Halo
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