
 

 

 

 

 

 

Formative Assessment 
(For each line of Inquiry) 

Summative Assessment 

 

Task: 

 

Evidence: 
Students will demonstrate their understanding of the 
central idea by: 

1. 

2.   
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3. 
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Tool: 

 

Line of Inquiry Key Concept 

 

 

 

  
 


	Transdisciplinary theme: [How the World Works]
	Theme description: An inquiry into the natural world and its laws; the interaction between the natural world and human societies; how humans use their understanding of scientific principles; the impact of scientific and technological advances on society and on the environment.
	Unit title: How the World Works
	Central idea: Our home planet is unique in the solar system.
	Line of inquiry #1: Properties and structure of the Sun and the eight planets
	Line of inquiry #2: Earth's ability to sustain life
	Line of inquiry #3: Role of the Sun in relation to each planet
	Key concept #1: [Form]
	Formative assessment #1: In groups, students will build a model of the solar system using styrofoam balls. (Assessment tool: Teacher observation)
	Task description: Students will be asked to draw a picture of the Solar System using pastels on black paper.  The students will then be asked to explain their drawing in order to assess their new learning.
	Key concept #2: [Connection]
	Formative assessment #2: Students will be asked to compare and contrast Earth with another planet using a Venn diagram. (Assessment tool: Teacher-created checklist)
	Evidence #1: Describing the structure of the solar system.
	Evidence #2: Explaining the importance of the sun and its relationship to the planets.
	Evidence #3: Listing the unique attributes that allow Earth to sustain life.
	Key concept #3: [Function]
	Formative assessment #3: Students will write a journal entry explaining how the Sun affects the Solar System. (Assessment tool: Teacher-created rubric)
	Assessment tool description: Teacher will use a rubric to assess the student's picture and explanation of their drawing.


