
2016/2017 ANNUAL REPORT

“The Canadian Opera Company has been 
doing attention-grabbing work.”

The New York Times



10 YEARS
Our 16/17 season marked 10 years since 
the opening of the Four Seasons Centre 
for the Performing Arts, a decade of 
unprecedented artistic momentum and 
accomplishment. 

2016/2017 SEASON AT A GLANCE

22,705 KM
The distance travelled by COC sets 
and costumes in the past season, as 
our work reached destinations like 
Amsterdam, Barcelona, and Chicago.   

2 CENTURIES
From Handel’s Ariodante to Harry Somers’ 
Louis Riel, we presented a range of operatic 
repertoire spanning 232 years of human 
creativity.  

6 CONTINENTS
We had visitors from all 13 provinces and 
territories in Canada, 36 American states 
and territories, as well as 36 countries 
representing six continents.

ACTIVITY HUB
The Four Seasons Centre for the Performing Arts and the Joey and Toby Tanenbaum Opera Centre host 
diverse activities featuring performing arts companies, non-profit organizations, and a range of marquee 
events, making the COC a key facilitator for Toronto’s rich cultural and civic life. Our 16/17 partners 
include:  
 
Against the Grain Theatre 
Atelier Lyrique de l’Opéra 
   de Montréal
Banff Centre for Arts and Creativity 
Calgary Opera
Canadian Sports Hall of Fame
   Induction Ceremony
Edmonton Opera

George Brown College
Jeunes Ambassadeurs Lyrique
Luminato Festival
The National Ballet of Canada 
Opera on the Avalon
Pacific Opera Victoria
Shen Yun Performing Arts
Show One Productions  

Singing with Parkinson’s
Stratford Festival
Tapestry Opera
Teatro Proscenium
University of Guelph
Vancouver Opera
Volcano Theatre

SOURCES OF REVENUE

30% 
FUNDRAISING

22% 
OTHER

21% 
BOX OFFICE

13% 
GOVERNMENT GRANTS

8% 
AMORTIZATION

6% 
COF CONTRIBUTIONS

142,572 
Total attendance and reach combining the 
COC’s mainstage programming (99,296), 
Education and Outreach events (31,807), 
and Free Concert Series in the Richard 
Bradshaw Amphitheatre (11,469). 

598
Number of performances, community 
concerts, and events showcasing the 
transformative power of operatic 
theatre. 
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For complete cast and creative team information, as well as a list of the valued 
donors, supporters, and committee members who made this season possible, 
please visit coc.ca/1617AnnualReport.



OPERA IS 
COMMUNITY

When I began my tenure as the Chair of the COC 
Board of Directors, the word on my mind was 
“community.” The community of artists who create 
extraordinary opera at the COC. The community of 
invested supporters and visionary philanthropists 
whose generosity drives our excellence. And the 
community of audiences who give meaning to what 
we do by sharing in the transformative experience of 
this art form. 

The interconnected strength of those communities 
is what makes our programming possible and our 
successes so significant. 

In 2016/2017 we presented a diverse repertoire 
of six mainstage operas, including three new 
productions—Bellini’s Norma, Handel’s Ariodante, 
and Harry Somers’ Louis Riel—as well as three 
COC revivals—Mozart’s The Magic Flute, Wagner’s 
Götterdämmerung, and Puccini’s Tosca. These 
works were imbued with a contemporary relevance 
that spoke to us in the here and now, because great 
operatic theatre, no matter its historical point of 
origin, has the capacity to transcend time and place 
to reveal our humanity anew with every performance. 

We continue to advance our company’s international 
profile and reputation by attracting the world’s best 
artists for significant role debuts and performances, 
by creating new productions of critically important 
works, and by collaborating with industry-leading 
organizations all across the world. Equally crucial 
is that we remained locally rooted and engaged, 
and our organizational approach reflects and 
embraces the communities we serve in everything 
we do. That is why you’ll read in this report about 
our participation in bringing opera to after school 
programs, welcoming newcomers and refugees to 
COC performances, or hosting the world premiere of 
new Canadian works at the Free Concert Series in the 
Richard Bradshaw Amphitheatre. 
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We are part of a larger cultural community, and 
the COC shares in the responsibility of supporting 
an ecosystem that continues to thrive with big 
ideas, collaboration, and training and performance 
opportunities. 

Programming like this isn’t possible without 
exceptional financial rigour, and in 16/17, for the third 
year in a row, we demonstrated prudent management 
by posting a modest surplus. Eradicating financial 
barriers to the art form, most immediately with 
regard to ticket price, remains a key priority. In 
this context, contributed revenue becomes more 
important than ever, and our fundraising efforts this 
year were spectacular indeed, with a record 
$13.9 million raised (combined operating and 
endowment). We are all truly grateful to our 
supporters. 

I would like to extend an enormous thanks to my 
fellow Board members for their dedication and 
support, as well as Alexander Neef and Johannes 
Debus for their visionary artistic and musical 
leadership, which continues to inspire the COC’s 
community of artists, volunteers, team members, 
and supporters in championing and fulfilling our 
mission. As my two-year term as Chair comes to an 
end, I especially want to acknowledge our Vice-Chair 
Justin Linden, who will begin his own tenure as 
Chair of the COC this October, and who I know will 
bring forward-thinking leadership to the COC. I look 
forward to continuing to work together with Justin 
and senior management to nurture and develop the 
COC community, and to make ours one of the finest 
opera companies in the world. 

Sincerely, 

Colleen Sexsmith 
Chair, Board of Directors 
Canadian Opera Company

A MESSAGE FROM THE  
CHAIR OF THE BOARD



COC365
STATEMENT 
OF ARTISTIC 
EXCELLENCE

VISION
We will bring the 
transformative 
experience of 
opera to our 
local, national, 
and global 
audience every 
day of the year.

At the heart of the mission and vision for 
the company is our unequivocal belief in 
artistic excellence. Over the last decade, 
the COC has become a destination of 
choice for the world’s greatest Canadian 
and international artists. Our goals can 
only be achieved if the quality of our art 
remains at the core of our thinking and 
planning.

Recognizing 
the accomplishments of 

General Director Alexander 
Neef’s leadership, the COC is 

pleased to announce the extension 
of his contract until the fall of 2026. 

This creates vital organizational 
continuity and sets the stage 

for the next phase of the 
company’s evolution.
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FINANCIALS
Canadian Opera Company
CONDENSED CONSOLIDATED  
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
The consolidated financial statements of the Canadian Opera Company (“COC”) include the results for the 
fiscal year ended June 30, 2017 of both COC and Canadian Opera House Corporation (“COHC”). COHC is an 
affiliated charitable organization controlled by the COC. COHC owns and operates the Four Seasons Centre for 
the Performing Arts, the performance space for both the COC and The National Ballet of Canada. We believe that 
the presentation of consolidated financial information provides our stakeholders with the most meaningful and 
holistic view of the total operations and financial position.

CONDENSED CONSOLIDATED  
BALANCE SHEET
As at June 30 (in thousands)

Assets
Current Assets

	 Cash and cash equivalents

	 Accounts receivable

	 Due from Canadian Opera
	   Foundation

	 Other

Investments

Capital assets, net

Other

Liabilities and Net Assets
Current Liabilities

	 Bank indebtedness

	 Accounts payable and 
	   accrued liabilities

	 Deferred revenue

Deferred capital contributions

Internally restricted net assets

Operating net assets

CONDENSED CONSOLIDATED  
STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS AND NET ASSETS
For the years ended June 30 (in thousands)

Revenue
Fundraising 

Box Office, tours and concerts

Bar, event, parking, and rental

Government grants

Contributions from Canadian
  Opera Foundation

Other

Amortization of deferred 
	 capital contributions

	 Four Seasons Centre

	 Other capital assets

Total Revenue

Expenses
Production

Bar, event and parking

General and administrative

Facilities

Communications

Advancement

Ensemble Studio Program

Education

Other

Depreciation of capital assets

	 Four Seasons Centre

	 Other capital assets

Grants to Canadian Opera
  Foundation

Total expenses

Operating surplus

Transfer from internally 
  restricted net assets

Net change in operating 
  net assets

Operating net assets, 
  beginning of year

Net assets, end of year

2017 2016

—

2,109

7,407

9,516

104,234

243

28,479

142,472

1,544

1,411

7,986

10,941

107,277

283

28,428

146,929

2017 2016

17,783

5,565

4,357

4,146

2,463

2,180

765

425

807

3,401

623

820

43,335

11

40

51

28,428

28,479

17,079

4,964

4,399

3,832

2,189

2,038

705

429

658

3,401

497

87

40,278

32

46

78

28,350

28,428

196

3,561

362

1,056

5,175

3,255

132, 595

1,447

142,472

189

3,868

206

590

4,853

4,345

135,966

1,765

146,929

11,062

9,508

8,792

6,172

2,575

1,408

3,401

428

43,346

9,906

9,968

7,990

6,023

1,365

1,272

3,401

385

40,310

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$
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Canadian Opera Foundation
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
Canadian Opera Foundation (the “Foundation”) is a charitable organization that is independent of the Canadian 
Opera Company. The Foundation acquires, holds in trust and applies funds to assist in the development of opera 
for the benefit of the COC. Accordingly, these funds are not included in the accounts and financial statements 
of the COC. The audited market value of the net assets held by the Foundation as at December 31, 2016, totalled 
approximately $37,527,000. In addition, at December 31, 2016, the Foundation administered funds totalling 
$107,000 on behalf of the Company. This amount is not included in the statements of financial position or revenue, 
expenses, and fund balances of the Foundation. The following sets out the statements of financial position, as well 
as of revenue and expenses, for 2016 and 2015.

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
As at December 31 (in thousands)

Assets
Miscellaneous receivables

Due from Canadian Opera
  Company

Investments

Liabilities and 
Fund Balances
Accounts payable and
  accrued liabilities

Fund balances

STATEMENT OF REVENUE, EXPENSE  
AND FUND BALANCES 
As at December 31 (in thousands)

Revenue
Investment income

Donations and bequests

Expenses
Investment and counsel
  fees and services

Administration

Net revenue before grants

Grants to Canadian Opera
  Company and individuals 

Net revenue

Fund balances beginning
  of year

Fund balances, end of year

2016 2015
2016 201526

—

37,535

37,561

34

37,527

37,561

23

45

35,786

35,854

12

35,842

35,854

1,525

2,857

4,382

245

12

257

4,125

2,440

1,685

35,842

37,527

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

1,980

1,820

3,800

209

16

225

3,575

1,929

1,646

34,196

35,842

$

$

$

$

$ $

$ $
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NORMA
VINCENZO BELLINI

October 6 – November 5, 2016
COC co-production with San Francisco Opera, Lyric Opera of Chicago, and Gran Teatre del Liceu (Barcelona)

“A performance to resonate for a lifetime.” — The Globe and Mail 

HOME TO THE BEST
The COC continues to attract the world’s best artists—the likes of Sondra 
Radvanovsky, Elza van den Heever, Christine Goerke, and many others—to our 
mainstage on a regular basis. Moreover, there are many opportunities for our 
community to experience the breathtaking artistry of world-class performers 
in intimate settings, like this surprise performance by tenor Russell Thomas at 
our Season Opening Party, attended by the very supporters whose generosity 
makes the COC’s artistic excellence possible from year to year. 
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NEW COC PRODUCTION

The title role of Norma represents the pure essence 
of bel canto singing, posing fierce technical demands, 
requiring marathon-like stamina, and myriad emotive 
challenges. Sopranos Sondra Radvanovsky and Elza 
van den Heever proved themselves equal to the task by 
scaling daunting vocal lines with seemingly effortless 
ease, while delivering performances of layered dramatic 
complexity that thrilled our audience and produced 
standing ovations at every curtain call. In Kevin 
Newbury’s dramatically astute staging, Norma was 

surrounded by a gifted cast of voices, including mezzo-
soprano Isabel Leonard’s nuanced portrayal of Norma’s 
friend and rival Adalgisa; tenor Russell Thomas’ 
powerful interpretation of the Roman consul Pollione; 
and Dimitry Ivashchenko’s fully realized take on 
Oroveso,  Norma’s father. Maestro Stephen Lord’s work 
with the COC Orchestra provided a graceful reading 
of Bellini’s score, with a steady assurance that freed the 
voices on stage to risk—and unlock—the astonishing 
cathartic possibilities of this opera. 

“Although we have set the 
production in a mythic, 
Game of Thrones-inspired 
milieu, Norma feels very 
contemporary to me.”
—Kevin Newbury, director 



NEW COC PRODUCTION

“We’ve added an almost 
choreographed realism that 
plays with the formality of 18th-
century theatre and heightens 
the psychological workings of 
Ariodante.” –Benjamin Davis, 
associate director

Making his Handel debut, Maestro Johannes 
Debus led the COC Orchestra and Chorus with 
great precision, giving crystal-clear structure to the 
psychological drama of Ariodante. Soprano Jane 
Archibald as Ginevra navigated her character’s arc 
with characteristically strong coloratura work; mezzo 
Alice Coote gave a commanding interpretation as 
Ariodante, especially in her shattering set-piece, 
“Scherza infida;” Ensemble Studio graduate soprano 
Ambur Braid offered a thoroughly committed 
performance as Ginevra’s culpable—then repentant—
maid Dalinda. Mezzo Varduhi Abrahamyan made 

an impressive COC debut as the duplicitous priest 
Polinesso, as did baritone Johannes Weisser as the 
King of Scotland. The whole cast, which included tenor 
Owen McCausland (another Ensemble graduate) as 
Lurcanio and current Ensemble tenor Aaron Sheppard 
as Odoardo, demonstrated the finesse required for this 
difficult Baroque repertoire. Richard Jones’ production, 
staged by revival director Benjamin Davis, transported 
the action to the Scottish Hebrides in the 1970s and 
integrated a choreographed realism that animated the 
opera as “one great hypnotic moving picture” (The 
National Post).

THE OTHER STRING SECTION 
Operatic storytelling is unique in its ability to combine many art forms in 
the service of a larger dramatic whole. This production, for example, featured 
brilliant puppetry sequences that gave added pathos to Handel’s beautiful 
dance numbers. The 12-person chorus was trained in the basics of the craft 
and a three-person professional puppetry team executed the delicate work of 
manipulating wooden figurines representing Ariodante and Ginevra.  
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ARIODANTE
GEORGE FRIDERIC HANDEL

October 16 – November 4, 2016
COC co-production with Festival d’Aix-en-Provence, 
Dutch National Opera, and Lyric Opera of Chicago

Tonight I gave up William Tell 
@MetOpera. I’ll tell you this. 
Seeing @CanadianOpera’s 
powerfully driven Ariodante was 
well worth the trip. 
— Paul Selar, @OperaChaser

Handel’s Ariodante 
@CanadianOpera is spectacular. 
Brilliantly choreographed 
puppets. Standing ovation. 
— John Bandler, @johnbandler

@AliceCoote Your Ariodante 
was first-rate. What an 
experience you shared with 
us—thank you! (‘Scherza infida’ 
broke me.)
— Eric Démoré, @EricDemore



SEAT TO STAGE 
Members of the COC’s Opera Club—a membership program for young 
professionals—enjoyed a post-performance gathering on the stage of the Four 
Seasons Centre to learn more about the production process of The Magic 
Flute, an opera which offers an excellent entry point into the wider world of 
the art form; COC General Director Alexander Neef pointed out key technical 
and artistic features of the space to the guests, including Daniel Faria (Opera 
Club member and Toronto gallerist) and Grant Hill. 
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COC REVIVAL

“The first time I saw The Magic Flute was back in 2011 
here at the COC. Now, to be able to perform in that 
very same production, I couldn’t be more thrilled!” 
— Tenor and Ensemble Studio graduate Andrew Haji

“In these conflicted and confusing times, the simple celebration of 
humanity’s most basic truths… was welcome indeed.” —The Globe and Mail

Staged by revival director (and Ensemble Studio 
graduate) Ashlie Corcoran, this Diane Paulus-conceived 
production featured whimsical animal costumes and 
garden party designs by Myung Hee Cho, as well as 
a play-within-a-play concept that engaged with the 
comedy, symbolism, and sheer buoyancy of Mozart’s 
optimistic love story. Ensemble Studio members 
past and present were everywhere in this show, with 
Andrew Haji and Owen McCausland both appearing 
as Tamino, Ambur Braid as Queen of the Night, and 
Jacqueline Woodley as Papagena. Sopranos Elena 
Tsallagova and Kirsten MacKinnon made strong COC 
debuts as Pamina. Aviva Fortunata, Emily D’Angelo, 

THE MAGIC FLUTE
WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART

January 19 – February 24, 2017

Lauren Segal, Charles Sy, Neil Craighead, and Bruno 
Roy—all graduates or current members of the Ensemble 
Studio—lent their superb vocal gifts to the production, 
alongside Joshua Hopkins, Phillip Addis, Goran Juric, 
Matt Boehler, Michael Colvin, and Martin Gantner. In 
his COC debut, Bernard Labadie conducted a marathon 
12 performances, enchanting more than 26,000 
audience members with the enduring popularity of this 
joyous work.

PRODUCTION ORIGINALLY  MADE POSSIBLE BY 
THE CATHERINE AND MAXWELL MEIGHAN FOUNDATION

PRODUCTION GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY



GÖTTERDÄMMERUNG 
RICHARD WAGNER

February 2 – 25, 2017

COC REVIVAL

To conclude its three-year Ring Cycle journey, the COC 
assembled a cast of the world’s finest Wagnerians. 
Powerful, yet intimate, Tim Albery’s production of 
Götterdämmerung earned praise for bringing this 
epic tale down to earth and emphasizing the music 
drama’s humanity. Soprano Christine Goerke, hailed 
as “the Brünnhilde of her generation” (The Globe 
and Mail), received universal acclaim for her first 
Götterdämmerung, and was equally matched by 
tenor Andreas Schager, in a welcome COC debut, as 
Siegfried. Also making his company debut, bass Ain 
Anger brought a penetrating psychological depth to 

PHILHANTHROPIC LEADERSHIP 
COC Board member Jack Whiteside has made a multi-year commitment 
to bringing the best voices to Toronto, including renowned soprano 
Christine Goerke. The COC will continue to be a launching pad for 
significant role debuts for artists of generational importance thanks to 
the visionary leadership of supporters like Mr. Whiteside.

11

the role of Siegfried’s nemesis, Hagen. The strong 
supporting cast also included Ensemble Studio 
graduate Ileana Montalbetti, Canadian bass Robert 
Pomakov, and Scottish mezzo-soprano Karen Cargill.  
Under the baton of COC Music Director Johannes 
Debus, conducting his first Götterdämmerung, the COC 
Orchestra soared to new heights, delivering a dynamic 
and intelligent interpretation of Wagner’s complex and 
powerful score.

“With her triumph, she cemented her arrival as the reigning 
American dramatic soprano of the day” 
— The New York Times (on Christine Goerke’s debut as Brünnhilde in Götterdämmerung)

PRODUCTION ORIGINALLY  MADE POSSIBLE BY 
KOLTER COMMUNITIES

“By revisiting the Ring scores, 
our ensemble builds its collective 
identity—what I like to call an 
‘orchestral DNA.’ Wagner makes 
you understand better than any 
other composer what it means to 
play together as an orchestra.” 
—  Johannes Debus, 
COC Music Director
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NEW COC PRODUCTION

The all-Canadian creative team and cast of this new 
production, led by Peter Hinton, opened up Harry 
Somers’ landmark opera to a thought-provoking 
reinterpretation. At the heart of this project was the 
company’s first-ever large-scale collaboration with 
Indigenous artists and communities: from non-opera 
performers, like Jani Lauzon, Cole Alvis, Billy Merasty, 
and Justin Many Fingers, to the company debuts of 
soprano Joanna Burt (Sara Riel) and bass-baritone 
Everett Morrison (Wandering Spirit), to a silent 
chorus whose presence placed poetic pressure on 
the colonial biases of settler narratives, both historic 
and contemporary. Baritone Russell Braun delivered 
an inspired portrayal of Louis Riel, alongside a large 
cast that included mezzo-soprano Allyson McHardy, 
soprano Simone Osborne, baritone James Westman, 
and a panoply of voices both established and emerging. 
Maestro Debus led the COC Orchestra and Chorus 
through Somers’ prismatic score, creating moments 
ranging from elemental rage to lyric beauty. 

“The demands of Riel’s history 
remain ever more important as we 
reckon with current injustices and 
the necessary process of ‘Truth and 

Reconciliation.’” 
–Director Peter Hinton

Big thanks to @CanadianOpera for mounting 
extraordinary #thinkpiece #LouisRiel Capacity crowd 
@alexanderncoc @johannesdebus orch sounded fab
— Brian Current, @bcurrent

@CanadianOpera #COCLouisRiel gives us something 
rare: an opera realized as a self-aware, contested, 
problematic and relevant art form.
— Ian Henderson, @IHender

THE CANADIAN OPERA COMPANY GRATEFULLY 
ACKNOWLEDGES ITS UNDERWRITERS:
THE CATHERINE AND MAXWELL MEIGHEN FOUNDATION
PHILIP DECK & KIMBERLEY BOZAK
ASPER FOUNDATION
THE MAX CLARKSON FAMILY FOUNDATION

HOWARD & SARAH D. SOLOMON FOUNDATION 
   IN HONOUR OF GERARD MORTIER 
EARLAINE COLLINS
J. HANS KLUGE

WITH ADDITIONAL SUPPORT FROM
MARK & GAIL APPEL
MARGARET HARRIETT CAMERON
CATHERINE FAUQUIER
SALLY HOLTON
MICHIEL HORN & CORNELIA SCHUH
MICHAEL & LINDA HUTCHEON
THE MICHAEL AND SONJA KOERNER CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
PETER LEVITT & MAI WHY
JOHN D. MCKELLAR
TRINA MCQUEEN
ROGER D. MOORE
SUE MORTIMER
DR. SHIRLEY C. NEUMAN
TIM & FRANCES PRICE
DR. JOSEPH SO
PHILIP SOMERVILLE
DR. JOHN STANLEY & DR. HELMUT REICHENBÄCHER 
THE STRATTON TRUST
FRANÇOISE SUTTON 
JOHN WRIGHT & CHUNG-WAI CHOW
JOYCE YOUNG

DEFINING A UNIQUE SENSE OF PURPOSE 
In the course of mounting this new production, the COC engaged with 
Indigenous scholars, artists, and community members through numerous 
events—from performances to consultations to a major interdisciplinary 
symposium at the University of Toronto—to initiate an ongoing 
commitment to relationship-building, learning, and acknowledgment.

LOUIS RIEL
HARRY SOMERS

April 20 – May 13, 2017
COC co-production with Canada’s National Arts Centre



TOSCA 
GIACOMO PUCCINI

April 30 – May 20, 2017
COC co-production with Norwegian National Opera and Ballet 

COC REVIVAL

“A joy to witness” — The Globe and Mail

“I have long believed that opera is 
essentially about sex, religion, and 
politics… No opera encapsulates these 
elements of human existence quite like 

Puccini’s Tosca.”  
— Director Paul Curran

Against the background of 19th-century Rome—all marble 
chapels and sumptuous costumes—the melodrama of 
Puccini’s Tosca was revisited in this beloved, thrillingly 
taut COC production. Paul Curran, who returned as 
director, grounded the high emotions of political intrigue 
in a feminist reading worthy of its famed diva. Sopranos 
Adrianne Pieczonka and Keri Alekma—both veteran 
Toscas—earned rapturous praise for their finely-tuned 
performances. Tenors Marcelo Puente and Kamen Chanev 
moved audiences’ hearts with their passionate portrayals 
of Tosca’s lover Cavaradossi, while bass-baritones Markus 
Marquardt and Craig Colclough conveyed the exquisite 
villainy of Chief of Police Scarpia. The rest of the uniformly 
strong cast included Musa Ngqungwana, Donato di 
Stefano, Joel Sorensen, Giles Tomkins, Bruno Roy, and an 
energetic group of 20 young singers from the Canadian 
Children’s Opera Company. Winnipeg-born conductor 
Keri-Lynn Wilson made her COC debut, deftly leading the 
orchestra and chorus through Puccini’s complex score.

PRODUCTION ORIGINALLY  MADE POSSIBLE BY 
DELIA M. MOOG

TRIO MAGNIFICO
This spring Show One Productions, in association with the COC, presented 
Anna Netrebko’s highly anticipated Canadian debut alongside tenor Yusif 
Eyvazov (right) and baritone Dmitri Hvorostovsky (left). Trio Magnifico 
represented an important event for the COC, reaffirming our stage as a 
destination for the world’s most sought-after performers.  
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PRODUCTION GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY
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INVESTING IN 
YOUNG ARTISTS
The COC is committed to supporting young opera professionals with an array of integrated 
training and mentorship programs. While our core practices in this area are well-established, 
we continue to pioneer new methodologies and approaches in training; to expand the scope of 
development opportunities in Canada; and to advance new platforms to ensure that the next 
generation of opera professionals—from singers to instrumentalists to administrators—can 
reach their full potential in a global opera environment. 

ENSEMBLE STUDIO 
The COC’s core training program has been 
fostering young artists since 1980 and has 
launched the careers of more than 230 Canadian 
opera professionals. 

Back row (l-r)
Emily D’Angelo, mezzo-soprano*  
Stéphane Mayer, pianist/intern coach  
Samantha Pickett, soprano 
Charles Sy, tenor*  
Lauren Eberwein, mezzo-soprano
Megan Quick, mezzo-soprano
Bruno Roy, baritone

Front row (l-r)
Aaron Sheppard, tenor* 
Danika Lorèn, soprano
Hyejin Kwon, pianist/intern coach* 

*Graduating artist

INTRODUCING: COMPANY-IN-RESIDENCE
In 2016, the COC introduced a residency program for emerging opera companies, with our first participant being 
the Toronto-based collective, Against the Grain Theatre. As part of the program, the COC makes available its 
administrative space and resources; mentorship involving different departments; opportunities for job shadowing, 
as well as invitations to observe and/or participate in company meetings and events. The Company-in-Residence 
program plays an important exploratory role within the COC’s larger commitment to supporting a vibrant 
ecosystem of Canadian artists and creative professionals. 

100% 
of the 16/17 

Ensemble artists 
were underwritten 

by artist 
sponsorship

CENTRE STAGE
On November 3, 2016, Canada’s premier vocal competition once again shared the 
richness of talent in this country with our public and supporters, showcasing a 
cross-section of voices drawn from coast-to-coast. 

“One of the best experiences of my life. The COC team and other participants in 
the competition were inspiring, talented, and incredibly supportive. I gained new 
friendships and working relationships all across the continent, and I’m so grateful 
for the experience.” — Simone McIntosh, First Prize (the Chair’s Prize) Winner 
(at right during her performance at Centre Stage) 
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A WORLD OF OPPORTUNITES
For young Canadian singers, the Ensemble Studio provides 
unparalleled access to internationally renowned mentors, 
teachers, and visiting artists, as well as a host of specialists—like 
a performance kinetics consultant, financial and tax consultants, 
nutrition coaches and foreign language coaches—whose 
collaboration creates a profoundly holistic training model, 
addressing all aspects of an opera career. A chief strength of the 
Ensemble Studio is the opportunity to perform in a variety of 
settings, from community concerts to public recitals to mainstage 
showcases, as well as the learning and growth that comes from 
understudying major parts. 

“The COC was very open in providing and asking what it was that 
we as young artists needed to develop further. To be able to have 
your entire vocal team of trainers, teachers, and coaches sitting in 
the hall and giving one-on-one feedback, while you experiment and 
sing from any part of the stage is an absolute gift.”
—Graduating Ensemble Studio tenor Charles Sy

MAKING CONNECTIONS: 
ORCHESTRA ACADEMY 

Playing in an opera orchestra and working with 
singers requires a specific set of skills and experiences, 
yet these are not normally part of standard university 
or conservatory curricula. To address that training gap, 
in 2014 the COC introduced the Orchestra Academy 
in collaboration with The Glenn Gould School at the 
Royal Conservatory of Music and the University of 
Toronto’s Faculty of Music. In 2016/2017 the program 
expanded by partnering with the Schulich School of 
Music at McGill University to reach an even wider 
pool of student players. 

Participants Madlen Breckbill (viola), James Churchill 
(cello), Jesse Dietschi (bass), Heng-Han Hou (violin), 
and Jung Tsai (violin) drew significant benefits from 
the hands-on intensive, which included playing the 
opening night of the COC’s Götterdämmerung, giving 
a public performance in the Free Concert Series in 
the Richad Bradshaw Amphitheatre (left), and taking 
part in masterclasses and private sessions alongside 
singers, members of the COC artistic administration, 
and visiting music staff. 

Above: Soprano Danika Lorèn and tenor Charles Sy 
took to the mainstage for An Evening with the Ensemble 
Studio, an annual showcase for the COC’s Ensemble 
artists, with the full COC Orchestra, conducted by Music 
Director Johannes Debus. 

Below left: Ensemble Head Liz Upchurch at the piano 
and Head Vocal Consultant Wendy Nielsen work with 
bass-baritone Iain MacNeil during their TEDx talk, How 
to build an opera singer.

Below right: Mezzo-soprano Emily D’Angelo in 
consultation with composer Ana Sokolovic as 
they prepare the world premiere of dawn always 
begins in the bones.
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CREATING 
COMMUNITY IMPACT
As one of Canada’s leading arts organizations, we embrace the responsibility of building 
communities through our work; of creating meaningful learning experiences through more 
than 400 education and outreach events; and of participating in creative collaboration that 
enriches our schools, neighbourhoods, and public spaces with the transformative power of the arts. 

ENSEMBLE STUDIO SCHOOL TOUR 

SCHOOL 
PROGRAMS
The COC works directly with 
teachers and schools throughout 
the GTA to develop and implement 
a wide variety of programming 
that connects both students 
and educators to the powerful 
medium of operatic theatre:  from 
long-range collaborative projects 
embedded in the classroom, to 
field trips, custom workshops, and 
building tours.

“In the 21st century, everything is available at the click 
of a mouse—except for the power of unamplified human 
music, which must be experienced live. Opera is very 
good at this deep, direct form of communication, and it’s 
something kids can certainly feel if it’s done right.”
—Composer Matthew Aucoin  

The COC brought opera to thousands of young people 
across Ontario this fall with its touring production 
of Matthew Aucoin’s Second Nature. This thought-
provoking opera set in a dystopian future tells the story 
of two teenagers who venture outside their artificial 
habitat to re-engage with a deteriorating planet. 

Right: Bruno Roy (above) with Emily D’Angelo and 
Charles Sy in a scene from Second Nature. 

Below: Making new friends and learning new things, 
two young audience members enjoy a performance of 
Second Nature. 



DEBUS AT HOME 
AND ABROAD 
The COC’s Music Director Johannes 
Debus made his Metropolitan Opera 
debut in December 2016, conducting 
Richard Strauss’ Salome in a production 
by Jürgen Flimm, with Patricia Racette 
in the title role. This provides another 
reminder that our core artistic team 
represents some of the most important 
opera artists in the world today. In fact, 
Johannes returned to the Met podium 
in September 2017 for Offenbach’s The 
Tales of Hoffmann.   

Among other engagements throughout 
the season, Debus and the COC 
Orchestra participated in the opening 
concert of The Royal Conservatory’s 21C 
Music Festival this spring, performing 
a world premiere (Brian Current’s 
Naka), as well as several other works 
by contemporary composers, including 
Matthew Aucoin. By embracing 
opportunities like this, the COC 
contributes to the larger fabric of 
collaboration and creativity in our city. 

SCOTIABANK AFTER SCHOOL OPERA PROGRAM 
Offered at five locations throughout the GTA, the 
Scotiabank After School Opera Program is an essential 
community arts initiative that develops performance 
and music skills, while nurturing self-confidence 
and teamwork through the uniquely collaborative 
experience of opera. Every season, more than 1,000 
children experience the thrill of working with a 
professional opera artist to create their own original work. 

“What a wonderful program! Thank you for all of 
your hard work and dedication to making such 
amazing opportunities realities for so many children. 
Wednesday opera is a total highlight of their week!” 
—Lana Thompson, mother of ASOP participant

COC Music Director Johannes Debus with soprano Patricia Racette.

Young participants in the Scotiabank After School Opera Program 
celebrate all that opera has to offer.
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CREATING ACCESS
Whether it’s initiatives supported by individual philanthropists, civic action partnerships, or 
corporate-sponsored programs, the COC pursues a number of avenues in ensuring continued 
accessibility of our art form and an organizational embrace of openness and inclusivity. These 
initiatives welcome new communities, increase public understanding and appreciation of the 
COC, and support long-term institutional growth.  

CITY BUILDING 
Featuring 75 performances and more than 400 
artists from Canada and around the world, the 
Free Concert Series in the Richard Bradshaw 
Amphitheatre connected nearly 12,000 people to 
arts programming in our city in 16/17, showcasing 
everything from challenging, boundary-breaking 
work to celebrated classical repertoire. 

PRE-PERFORMANCE 
OPERA CHATS
More than 16,000 people enhanced their 
appreciation of an opera by hearing from writers, 
lecturers, arts programmers, musicologists, and 
professional singers before attending a performance.  

GROWING COMMUNITIES 
Since its inception in 2016, the Opera Access for New Canadians program—delivered in partnership with the 
Institute for Canadian Citizenship—has welcomed more than 400 refugees and newcomers to the opera house. The 
COC is deeply invested in efforts to open up our cultural space to wider ownership and participation, and we will 
continue to encourage community connections and access through our programming and facilities. 

“This is the Canadian Opera Company’s gift to 
the city; all are welcome to sit on the steps of the 
amphitheatre.” — The Toronto Star 

“Live music for a dedicated and appreciative audience 
in the heart of our great city—what could be better!” 
— Jonathan Crow, Artistic Director of Toronto 
Summer Music Festival, Concertmaster of the Toronto 
Symphony Orchestra  

Love this audience outreach w/ pre-opera chats 
@CanadianOpera—getting a #Tosca tutorial 
before the show! #operarocks #COCrocks
— AlyssonS, @Lakeside252
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Our Free Concert Series showcases a wide range of artistic expression in performance, including vocal, dance, jazz, chamber, piano, and world music.
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Love @CanadianOpera rehearsals that open 
opera to new audiences...lots of students, 
newcomers & young professionals at 
tonight’s show!  — Emily Macrae, @emilyamacrae  

LIVING OPERA 
Generously sponsored by The Great-West 
Life Assurance Company, Living Opera is a 
customizable workshop program that allows 
students in Grades 9 to 12 to explore career 
opportunities in the arts by interacting with 
professional opera singers, instrumentalists, 
stage technicians, and arts administrators. 
Participants receive a crash course in opera 
history  as well as a backstage tour of the 
opera house. The program promotes continued 
engagement with the art form after workshops 
are completed by inviting participants to 
experience a live mainstage performance.

OPERA UNDER 30 PRESENTED BY TD 
The COC was the first arts organization in Toronto to establish a discount 
program for young people. Twenty-two years later we’re still hard at work 
bringing the next generation of opera-goers their first “aha” moments.

@HeldenMommy woah—that 
was the first time i’ve ever 
been to an opera it was cool 
as heck ! thanks a bunch for a 
rad show
— David Grenzowski, @david_is_neato

@david_is_neato... and you 
chose Götterdämmerung @
CanadianOpera ?!  That is HARD 
CORE!! So happy you thought it 
was cool! Come back!!
— Christine Goerke, @HeldenMommy  

Got a ticket for #COCGötterdämmerung thanks to the @CanadianOpera 
Under 30 program! Can’t wait to see the finale of this epic operatic saga. 
— Carly Chalmers, @carlyjchalmers  

UPLIFTING ART 
Partnering with more than 40 community 
organizations in the GTA, the COC’s Sun Life 
Financial Share the Opera program provided 
access to opera to nearly 1,000 youth and family 
members who may not have had the opportunity 
to experience live performance due to economic 
or health reasons. 

“Last night was the most incredible experience 
for my young patients. I brought six teens all in 
various stages of illness or survivors of trauma, 
and it was just an incredible night. The whole 
evening was amazing. All of the teams that I work 
with expressed an interest in attending again.” 
—Morgan Livingstone, Certified Child Life 
Specialist who works with Holland Bloorview 
Kids Rehabilitation Hospital and SickKids

Living Opera participants take part in a hands-on workshop 
at the Four Seasons Centre for the Performing Arts, prior to 
watching a rehearsal.



MANY THANKS 
TO OUR SUPPORTERS
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Extraordinary moments on stage, unforgettable arts experiences, and transformative 
community impact—our passionate supporters make all this possible every season through 
their generosity and involvement. We gratefully acknowledge their commitment to the COC’s 
diverse activities, programs, and future planning initiatives.   

$13.9 MILLION 
TOTAL FUNDRAISING REVENUE 
(combined operating and endowment) 

11% 
Corporate and Foundation

7% 
Special Events 82% 

Individual

Above: Ensemble tenor Charles Sy performs on the Four Seasons 
Centre stage before discussing the relationship between the singer 
and conductor at a behind-the-scenes learning opportunity for our 
supporters.

Above right: Artists and donors mingled at the opening night of Louis Riel.

Right: Soprano and Ensemble graduate Ambur Braid was at the COC 
last winter for performances of the Queen of the Night in The Magic 
Flute. She took time out to perform for Golden Circle members at a 
spring event held at the home of Canadian Opera Foundation Chair 
Phil Deck, with Hyejin Kwon (also an Ensemble graduate) at the piano.



Earlaine Collins
J. Rob Collins
A. J. Diamond 

David Ferguson (Chair)

Jerry and Geraldine Heffernan
Ben Heppner

Henry N. R. Jackman

Tony & Anne Arrell
ARIAS: Canadian Opera Student Development Fund

Earlaine Collins in memory of Gerard H. Collins
John A. Cook

Philip Deck & Kimberley Bozak
Peter M. Deeb

Jerry and Geraldine Heffernan

The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen Foundation
Roger D. Moore

Tim & Frances Price
Arthur & Susan Scace

Colleen Sexsmith
Joey & Toby Tanenbaum

Anonymous (2) 

Michael Levine
Adrianne Pieczonka

Arthur R. A. Scace, C. M.
David Stanley-Porter

Michael Gough (Co-Chair) Jack Whiteside (Co-Chair)

EMERITUS COUNCIL 
The COC Emeritus Council, led by the Executive Committee, salutes those Board Members who have completed their 
term and whose leadership efforts have been integral to the company’s artistic evolution and transformative history of 
accomplishment.

LIFE TRUSTEES COUNCIL 
The Life Trustees Council salutes the leaders of the COC community whose efforts have been integral to the company’s 
artistic evolution and transformative history of accomplishment.

E. LOUISE MORGAN SOCIETY 
A legacy of leadership, passion, and philanthropy achieved through individual lifetime giving in support of the Canadian 
Opera Company.
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Catherine Fauquier
Sue Mortimer
Frances Price

FORGING (RE)CONNECTIONS 
This past season we unveiled a new program especially designed to maintain our 
connection with former Board members and to re-energize their involvement through a 
unique slate of engagement events and one-of-a-kind learning opportunities, the Emeritus 
Council.

MAJOR GIFTS AND SPECIAL PROJECTS 
The COC offers its sincere thanks to the individuals listed below for their extraordinary support. 

PRODUCTION UNDERWRITERS
Advancing the art form 
through visionary productions.

$500,000 + 
The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen 

Foundation 
Colleen Sexsmith

$100,000 – $499,999
Philip Deck & Kimberley Bozak

$10,000 – $99,999
Asper Foundation
The Max Clarkson Family Foundation in 

honour of Harry Somers

Up to $9,999
Mark & Gail Appel
Margaret Harriett Cameron
Catherine Fauquier
Sally Holton
Michiel Horn & Cornelia Schuh
Michael & Linda Hutcheon
The Michael and Sonja Koerner Charitable 

Foundation

Peter Levitt & Mai Why
John D. McKellar
Trina McQueen
Roger D. Moore
Sue Mortimer
Dr. Shirley C. Neuman
Tim & Frances Price
Dr. Joseph So
Mr. Philip Somerville
Dr. John Stanley & 
	 Dr. Helmut Reichenbächer
Françoise Sutton
The Stratton Trust
John Wright & Chung-Wai Chow
Joyce Young
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CANADIAN OPERA FOUNDATION
Securing the future and long-term vitality of the Canadian Opera Company through visionary, permanent investments

$2,000,000 + 
Earlaine Collins in memory of 
	 Gerard H. Collins
Free Concert Endowment Fund 
Jerry & Geraldine Heffernan

$1,000,000 – $1,999,999
Dr. & Mrs. Larry M. Agranove
The Estate of Horst Dantz & Don Quick
The Hon. Henry N. R. Jackman 
The Henry White Kinnear Foundation 
Roger D. Moore 
Michael V & Wanda Plachta 
Tim and Frances Price
Frank and Emily Riddell Memorial Trust
The Estate of James Drewry Stewart
George J. Zebrowski

$500,000 – $999,999
Ethel B. Jackson 
R. Samuel McLaughlin Foundation
The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen 

Foundation

$250,000 – $499,999
ARIAS: Canadian Opera Student 

Development Fund
Dr. Daphne Bell
John A. Cook 
Evelyn Ellen Elrick
Estate of N. Faye Wood

$100,000 – $249,999
Estate of Isobel May Allen
Frances V. Blue
Ruth Eileen Day 
George & Kathy Dembroski
Estate of Marion Gertrude Farr
Leonore Hetherington
Helen Inch
Ruby Mercer
Edwin & Ann Mirvish
Estate of Howard Frederick Rock
J. M. Doc Savage 
David Stanley-Porter 
Mrs. Ruth E. Vanderlip
Anonymous (5)

$50,000 – $99,999
The J.P. Bickell Foundation
David Bowen
Mr. Walter Carsen, O.C. 
Dr. Rodney C. Ellis 
Estate of Mildred H. M. Hamilton
John G. Hunter
John B. Lawson, C.M. Q.C.
Anthony V. Mason
Lilly Offenbach Strauss
Amy & Claire Stewart
Janet Stubbs
Sun Life Financial 
TransCanada Corp.
Anonymous (1)

$25,000 – $49,999
Mrs. Leonard G. (Anne) Delicaet
Michael & Linda Hutcheon
Marjorie & Roy Linden
Cecilia M. Longstaffe
Estate of Esther Jean Macdonald
Kenneth F. Read
Rob & Penny Richards
David E. Spiro
Ann Sutton
Anonymous (1)
 
Canada Cultural Investment 
	 Fund—Endowment Incentives

 

Ontario Arts Foundation

COMMITTED TO 
THE FUTURE 

$37.5 million 
Total endowment assets 
(as of December 31, 2016) 

4.7%
1-year growth 

48%
5-year growth (2012-2016) 

PERFORMANCE AND 
ARTIST SPONSORS
Building a community of world-class artists, 
both established and emerging. 

$100,000 + 
George & Kathy Dembroski 
Jack Whiteside

$50,000 – $99,999
Howard & Sarah D. Solomon Foundation in 

honour of Gerard Mortier
Robert Sherrin

$25,000 – $99,999
Earlaine Collins
The Tauba and Solomon Spiro Family 

Foundation
Kristine Vikmanis & Denton Creighton
Anonymous (1) 

Up to $24,999
J. Hans Kluge
Marjorie and Roy Linden
David E. Spiro

ENSEMBLE STUDIO 
SUPPORTERS
Encouraging the next generation
of artists and celebrating Canada’s 
wealth of talent. 

$1,000,000
Peter M. Deeb  

$500,000 – $999,999
The Slaight Family Foundation 

$100,000 – $499,999
Marjorie and Roy Linden

$25,000 – $99,999
Ethel Harris & the late Milton E. Harris
Hal Jackman Foundation
Barbara Keenan 
Roger D. Moore
The Stratton Trust

Up to $24,999
ARIAS: Canadian Opera Student 

Development Fund 
Marcia Lewis Brown
Margaret Harriett Cameron and 
	 the late Gary Smith
Ninalee Craig
Catherine Fauquier 
Patrick Hodgson Family Foundation 

Peter & Hélène Hunt 
Jo Lander
Colleen Sexsmith 
The Budd Sugarman Foundation
Kristine Vikmanis & Denton Creighton
Toronto Wagner Society 
Brian Wilks
Anonymous (1)

GENERAL PROGRAM 
SUPPORTERS
Supporting the company’s broad array 
of programming in the opera house 
and beyond. 

$1,000,000 + 
Jerry and Geraldine Heffernan
The Henry White Kinnear Foundation
Tim & Frances Price 
Anonymous (1)

$100,000 + 
Anne & Tony Arrell

$25,000 – $99,999
Virginia Atkin

Up to $24,999
James & Christine Nicol
Simon Nyilassy

Right: Guests attend the Season Closing 
Party in the COC’s beautiful Max Tanenbaum 
Courtyard.
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GOLDEN CIRCLE

GOLD, $50,000 +
Anne & Tony Arrell****
David G. Broadhurst**
In memory of Gerard H. Collins****
Jerry & Geraldine Heffernan**** 
The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen 

Foundation****
Colleen Sexsmith***
Anonymous (1)

SILVER, $25,000 – $49,999
Mark & Gail Appel****
Paul Bernards*** 
Barbara Black**
Philip Deck & Kimberley Bozak***
Michael Gibbens & Julie Lassonde* 
Rennie & Bill Humphries**** 
Ronald Kimel & Vanessa LaPerriere****
Susan Loube & William Acton**
James & Christine Nicol
Jack Whiteside*** 
Anonymous (1) 

BRONZE, $12,500 – $24,999
Dr. & Mrs. Hans G. Abromeit****
Ms Nora Aufreiter*
Mr. Philip J. Boswell****
Walter M. & Lisa Balfour Bowen****
Susanne Boyce & Brendan Mullen**** 
Marcia Lewis Brown*
Helen Burstyn & Family
Wendy M. Cecil & Jack Cockwell Family****
Dr. John Chiu in memory of 
	 Yvonne Chiu, C.M.****
Stephen Clarke & Elizabeth Black**   
The Max Clarkson Family Foundation****
J. Rob Collins & Janet Cottrelle****   
Marilyn Cook** 
Sydney & Florence Cooper**
Ninalee Craig****
Jean Davidson & Paul Spafford**** 
Catherine Fauquier****
David & Kristin Ferguson****
George Fierheller****
Lloyd & Gladys Fogler***
Four Seasons Hotels & Resorts***
Robert Fung**
Ira Gluskin & 
	 Maxine Granovsky Gluskin***
The Hon. William C. Graham & 
	 Mrs. Catherine Graham****
Ethel Harris & the late Milton Harris****
William & Nona Heaslip Foundation****
Mr. Peter Hinman & 
	 Ms Kristi Stangeland
Douglas E. Hodgson**** 
Michael & Linda Hutcheon****
Bernhard & Hannelore Kaeser**** 
Justin S. Linden*
Jeff Lloyd & Barbara Henders**
Ms Anne Maggisano 
Judy & Wilmot Matthews**
Hon. Margaret Norrie McCain*** 
John McVicker & B. W. Thomas****
Delia M. Moog***
Jonathan Morgan & Shurla Gittens**                
Sue Mortimer in memory of 
	 Clive Bennett Mortimer**** 
Peter M. Partridge****
Frances & Tim Price**** 
Alan & Gwendoline Pyatt 
Ms R. Raso****
David Roffey & Karen Walsh****
Barrie D. Rose, Karen Solomon and 

Family*** 
Annie & Ian Sale*
J. Allen Smith & 
	 Katherine Megrue-Smith 
Philip & Maria Smith***
Stephen & Jane Smith****
Marion & Gerald Soloway***
David E. Spiro****
Françoise Sutton*** 

Ryerson & Michele Symons
Kiersten Taylor & Tim Loftsgard
Riki Turofsky & Charles Petersen**
Ms Kristine Vikmanis & 
	 Mr. Denton Creighton****
The Youssef-Warren Foundation**** 

PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL

TRUSTEE, $7,500 – $12,499
Keith Ambachtsheer & 
	 Virginia Atkin**** 
Margaret Atwood & Graeme Gibson***
The Rudolph P. Bratty Family Foundation 
Dr. David & Constance Briant****
Frank Ciccolini Sr. **** 
Jill Denham & Stephen Marshall**
Bud & Leigh Eisenberg***
Andrew Fleming**
Peter & Shelagh Godsoe***
Chris Hoffmann & Joan Eakin** 
The Patrick & Barbara Keenan 

Foundation****
J. Hans Kluge**
Dr. Elizabeth Kocmur & 
	 Mr. James C. Baillie**** 
Anne Lewitt**                                       
Jerry & Joan Lozinski****
Mr. & Mrs. J. S. A. MacDonald**** 
Frederick J. Marker & Anne W. Dupré
Kathleen McLaughlin & Tim Costigan** 
John & Esther McNeil****
Dr. Judith A. Miller****
Bruce & Vladka Mitchell** 
Douglas L. Parker**** 
Dr. David Shaw**
John & Ellen Spears**** 
Carol Swallow***
Wendy J. Thompson**** 
Helen Ziegler***

PATRON, $3,750 – $7,499
Sue Armstrong****
Ron Atkinson & Bruce Blandford****
Mona H. Bandeen, C. M. ***                                   
Henk Bartelink in memory of 
	 Oskar & Irmgard Gaube***
Dr. Frank Bartoszek & 
	 Mr. Daniel O’Brien**** 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Belli-Bivar*** 
Dr. Catherine Bergeron***         
Tom Bogart & Kathy Tamaki**
Dr. Jane Brissenden & 
	 Dr. Janet Roscoe****
Mrs. Donna Brock***
Alice Burton*** 
Margaret Harriett Cameron**** 
Sharon & Howard Campbell**
Cesaroni Management Limited***
Neil Chander
The Rt. Hon. Adrienne Clarkson*          
Tony Comper** 
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Corcoran***
Bram & Beth Costin 
Lindy Cowan† & Chris Hatley***
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Dan***
Angelo & Carol DelZotto***
Carol Derk & David Giles**
Mrs. Shirley Diamond & Family**** 
Peter & Anne Dotsikas***
Jeffrey Douglas 
Dr. & Mrs. Dean G. Dover**
Vreni & Marc Ducommun****
Joseph Fantl & Moira Bartram**
Darren Farwell
Mr. & Mrs. Fraser M. Fell**** 
Ms Lindsay Dale-Harris & 
	 Mr. Rupert Field-Marsham****
Margaret & David Fountain****
Dr. & Mrs. Wm. O. Geisler***
Susan Gerhard**  
The Hon. Irving Gerstein & 
	 Mrs. Gail Gerstein***
Ann J. Gibson****

Michael & Anne Gough****
Dr. Noëlle Grace & The Shohet Family****
Ronald & Birgitte Granofsky****
Douglas & Ruth Grant*
John & Judith Grant**
John Groves & Vera Del Vecchio****
Dr. Albert J. Haddad & 
	 Mr. Rodney Rousseau
George & Irene Hamilton****
Scott & Ellen Hand***
Mr. Harquail & Dr. Sigfridsson**
Maggie Hayes**   
Hon. & Mrs. Paul Hellyer****
Michiel Horn & Cornelia Schuh****
Ken Hugessen & Jennifer Connolly**
Peter & Hélène Hunt**** 
Dr. Joshua Josephson & 
	 Ms Elaine Lewis****
Lorraine Kaake****
James & Diane King**
Kimberley Fobert & Robert Lamb†****
Paul Lee & Jill Maynard****
Mr. J. Levitt & Ms E. Mah**   
Mr. Peter Levitt & Ms Mai Why***             
Dr. Vance Logan**** 
Peter H. Lunney*
Peter & Jocelyn Luongo
James & Connie MacDougall****
Mr. Jed MacKay****
Dr. Colin McGregor Mailer**** 
Mrs. J. L. Malcolm**
Fernando Martinez-Caro
Dr. & Mrs. Donald C. McGillivray****
Paul & Jean McGrath****
Ronan McGrath & Sarah Perry* 
June McLean****
Don McQueen & 
	 Trina McQueen, O.C. *** 
Mr. Ian McWalter*                                                     
Mr. Ulrich Menzefricke****
Dr. M. L. Myers****
Matt & Debbie Mysak*** 
Dr. Shirley C. Neuman*** 
Eileen Patricia Newell***
Dr. Emilie Newell** 
Sally-Ann Noznesky**** 
Simon Nyilassy*
Emile Oliana & Alvin Iu**** 
Janice Oliver***  
Julia & Liza Overs***
Dr. & Mrs. William M. Park****
John & Gwen Pattison**
Dr. Roger D. Pearce**** 
John & Carol Peterson***
M. J. Phillips****
June C. Pinkney**** 
Polk Family Charitable Fund** 
Julian & Anna Porter
Margrit & Tony Rahilly****    
Douglas L. Ludwig & Karen J. Rice***        
Rob & Penny Richards***
Margaret A. Riggin**
Ms Sharon Cookie Sandler**** 
Judy & Hy Sarick**** 
Helen & John Scott**
June Shaw & the late 
	 Dr. Ralph Shaw****
David & Hilary Short****                         
Hume Smith****
Mr. Philip Somerville**
Rosemary Speirs
Dr. John Stanley & 
	 Dr. Helmut Reichenbächer***
Wayne Stanley & Marina Pretorius** 
David Stanley-Porter**** 
Doreen L. Stanton****
Janet Stubbs†**
Anthea Thorp****
Ronald & Lee Till****
Ian Turner***
Sandra & Guy Upjohn*** 
Dita Vadron & Jim Catty**
Edmond & Sylvia Vanhaverbeke**** 
Donald & Margaret Walter****
Hugh & Colleen Washington**

INDIVIDUAL GIVING ANNUAL SUPPORT
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Ruth Watts-Gransden****
Dr. Virginia Wesson***    
Mr. Brian Wilks** 
Ms Lilly Wong* 
Mrs. Richard Wookey**** 
Linda Young*
Susan Zorzi**
Anonymous (7) 

MEMBER, $2,250 – $3,749
D. C. Adamson-Brdar****
Dr. & Mrs. Larry M. Agranove**** 
Donna & Lorne Albaum**
Mr. & Mrs. Roberto & Nancy Albis***
Clive & Barbara Allen****
Mr. Thomas & Mrs. Claire Allen**    
Dr. D. Amato & Ms J. Hodges****
Mr. Mark Andrews 
Stephanie, Kate & 
	 Anne-Marie H. Applin**** 
Valerie Armstrong****
Philip Arthur & Mary Wilson**        
Gail Asper & Michael Paterson                                    
Mr. Jeff Axelrod & Dr. John Goodhew 
K.R.I. Bailey**
John Bailey**
Marilyn & Charles Baillie****
Andrew & Cornelia Baines****
Janice A. Baker****
Richard J. Balfour****
Annette Balgord 
Alice & Tom Bastedo*** 
Dr. Thomas H. Beechy****
Mr. N. Beilstein & Mr. A. Lee 
Ms Marie Bérard†***
Nani & Austin Beutel****
Dody Bienenstock**        
John & Mandy Birch*
Douglas Birkenshaw and 
	 Ginger Sorbara
Anneliese & Walter Blackwell****
Ian & Janet Blue***
Howard & Caroline Booth 
Mr. W. Bowen & Ms. S. Gavinchuk****
Mr. Christopher Bozek 
Mrs. Carolyn Bradley-Hall & 
	 Mr. William Bradley***
Mrs. Richard Bradshaw****
Christopher & Elizabeth Buller   
Thomas J. Burton**
Maureen Callahan & Douglas Gray**
Ken & Denise Cargill** 
Brian & Ellen Carr**** 
Gail Carson****
Drs. Carol & David Cass
Lee Chambers 
Prof. Alfred L. Chan & 
	 Mr. Michael Farewell*** 
Dr. & Mrs. Albert Cheskes***
John D. Church 
Dr. Howard M. Clarke***
Jacqueline R. Code*
Edward Cole & Adrienne Hood***
Brian Collins & Amanda Demers**
Katherine Robb Corlett**** 
Dr. Lesley S. Corrin****
Gay & Derek Cowbourne**
Mary & John Crocker****
Ruth & John Crow***
Greg Cumming & Bianca Marcus*** 
Mary Beth Currie & Jeff Rintoul
Carrol Anne Curry****
Mr. Stuart Davidson*
Brian J. Dawson***
Jayne & Ted Dawson**** 
Honor & Michael de Pencier****
Charles Dennis & Steve Kelley† 
Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Diamond*
J. DiGiovanni**
Dr. John H. Dirks 
Olwen & Frank Dixon**
James Doak & Patricia Best***
Sandra Z. Doblinger**
Ms Petrina Dolby***
Dr. & Mrs. Dean G. Dover**
Mr. Steven D. Donohoe**** 
Marko Duic and Gabriel Lau**** 
Mr. Albert D. Dunn* 
William & Gwenda Echard****
Jean Patterson Edwards**
Wendy & Elliott Eisen****
Jordan Elliott & Lynne Griffin*   
Robert Elliott & Paul Wilson**
Christoph Emmrich & Srilata Raman 
Dr. & Mrs. John Evans***
George A. Farkass**
Bill Fearn & Claudia Rogers****
Lee & Shannon Ferrier****

William & Rosemary Fillmore***
Goshka Folda* 
J. E. Fordyce****                        
Robert & Julia Foster** 
Leslie Foster
Mrs. Ingrid Fratzl
Rev. Ivars Gaide & 
	 Rev. Dr. Anita Gaide***
Judy & David Galloway
Ann Gawman***
Dr. Barry A. Gayle****
Dr. Eudice Goldberg*
Aviva & Andrew Goldenberg**
Dr. Fay Goldstep & 
	 Dr. George Freedman**
Deanna A. Gontard****
Tina & Michael Gooding***
Wayne A. Gooding†****
David & Wendy Flores-Gordon**
David Gordon & Beth Greenblatt** 
Bryan Grant 
Ms Carol Gray 
Mr. Darryl Green 
Mr. Finn Greflund & Mrs. M. Ortner***
Ellen & Simon Gulden****
James & Joyce Gutmann**** 
Dan Hagler & Family***
Mrs. Pamela Hallisey 
Mr. Adrian J. Hamel*
Beverly Hargraft**
Paul & Natalie Hartman**
Mr. David J. Hiebert & 
	 Dr. Paul E. Cooper 
Jacques & Elizabeth Helbronner***
Ms Dianne Henderson 
Thea Herman & Gregory King*** 
William E. Hewitt***
Ms Pamela Hoiles
Sally Holton****
Mr. Roland Hoy*** 
Frances Humphreys in memory of Anthony 

C. J. Humphreys**** 
Mr. Sumant Inamdar**
Dr. Melvyn L. Iscove*** 
Eva Innes & David Medhurst* 
Elliott Jacobson & Judy Malkin**
Lynne Jeffrey****
Laurence Jewell**
The Norman & Margaret Jewison 

Charitable Foundation****
Asma Jinnah
Ms Elizabeth Johnson** 
In Memory of Patricia Johnson** 
Dr. Albert & Bette Johnston**
Joyce Johnston***
Miriam Kagan
H. L. Katarynych***
Dr. Joel Keenleyside****
Claire M. C. Kennedy 
David W. & Sheryl L. Kerr*
Ms Kristina Kerr 
Inta Kierans****
Ellen & Hermann Kircher****
Michael & Sonja Koerner***
William & Eva Krangle****
Peter Lamb & Veronica Tennant 
Elizabeth & Goulding Lambert****
Jo Lander****
Mr. Philip Lanouette**
M. J. Horsfall Large*** 
Mr. Duncan & Mrs. Sondra Lear 
Dr. Connie Lee*** 
Linda Lee & Michael Pharoah****
Neal & Dominique Lee** 
Dr. Richard Lee & Mr. Gary Van Haren**
Alexander & Anna Leggatt****
Martin & Raja Leistner 
Joy Levine***
Leanne & George Lewis 
Daniel & Janet Li*
L. Liivamagi & Dr. D. N. Cash*
Marjorie & Roy Linden****
Dr. & Mrs. W. G. Lindley****
Janet & Sid Lindsay***
Anthony J. Lisanti***
Dr. Weldon Liu 
Tom C. Logan*
Mr. Huston Loke 
A. Benson Lorriman**** 

THE DONOR 
EXPERIENCE 

We celebrate our supporters 
with a season-long array of 
more than 30 membership 
events that enrich the 
experience of opera 
through exclusive artist 
conversations, performances, 
backstage access, and more. 

From top to bottom: Guests at the 
Season Closing Party in the COC’s 
Max Tanenbaum Courtyard. 

Soprano and Ensemble graduate 
Simone Osborne explores the music 
of Harry Somers’ Louis Riel with a 
live demonstration for the company’s 
community of supporters.

General Director Alexander Neef 
speaks with Magic Flute director and 
Ensemble graduate Ashlie Corcoran 
during the Working Rehearsal 
Dinner.
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Jonathan & Dorothea Lovat Dickson** 
Dr. Jan Lusis**** 
Amy & John Macfarlane**  
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Mackenzie****
Tom MacMillan**** 
Macro Properties Ltd. **
Mr. A. Mafrici****
R. Manke****         
Dr. & Mrs. M. A. Manuel** 
Mr. & Mrs. R. Gordon Marantz****
Barbara Markman
Roberto Mauro† & Erin Wall    
Mrs. Ettore Mazzoleni***  
Diane McArthur                                             
The Hon. Barbara McDougall**** 
Don McLean & Diane Martello*                                              
Guy & Joanne McLean****
M. E. McLeod****
Mr. Timothy McNicholas*
Shawn McReynolds & Elaine Kierans** 
Dr. Don Melady & 
	 Mr. Rowley Mossop***
Pauline Menkes 
Eileen Mercier****
Mrs. Cornelia Mews 
Dr. Alan C. Middleton***
Ms Elizabeth Paton Miller*
Patricia & Frank Mills***
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Millward**
Mr. David Milovanovic & Dr. Cinda Dyer 
Florence Minz
Audrey & David Mirvish***
Varqa Mirzaagha
Dr. David N. Mitchell & 
	 Dr. Susan M. Till***
Mr. Donald Mitchell*
Mr. Robert Morassutti**** 
Alice Janet Morgan****
Ms Rosalind Morrow**
Gael Mourant & Caroline Hubberstey*               
Professor David J. Murray*** 
David & Mary Neelands***
Dr. Steven Nitzkin****
James Norcop** 
Donald O’Born***
Annette Oelbaum* 
Dr. James & Mrs. Valda Oestreicher***
Mr. Ashkan Omidi
Martin & Myrna Ossip**
The Ouellette Family Foundation 
Eileen & Ralph Overend** 
Clarence & Mary Pace*** 
Dr. & Mrs. N. Pairaudeau****
Barbara & Peter Pauly** 
Elizabeth Paupst 
Dr. A. Angus Peller** 
John & Penelope Pepperell** 
Dr. R. G. Perrin** 
Otto & Marie Pick Charitable Foundation
Robin B. Pitcher****
Wanda Plachta****
Mr.& Mrs. Domenic Porporo**
Mary Jean & Frank Potter***
Georgia Prassas****
Ms Jill Presser & Mr. John Duffy*
Dr. Mark Quigley****               
Stephen Ralls & Bruce Ubukata***
The Carol & Morton Rapp Foundation****
Dr. Reza Rastegar 
Kenneth F. Read****   
Grant L. Reuber**** 
Mrs. Gabrielle Richards*** 
Carolyn Ricketts****
Janet Rieksts-Alderman Examine 

Consultants Canada 
Ms Nada Ristich*
Emily & Fred Rizner**
Clara Robert**
J. E. Robinson 
Steve & Richa Roder
In memory of John & Norma Rogers
Dr. Michael & Mary Romeo****
Rainer & Sharyn Rothfuss****
David A. Ruston****
Mallory Morris Sartz & John Sartz****
Go Sato****
Dr. Anabel M. Scaranelo 
David Schauer
Walter & Maria Schroeder 

Fred & Mary Schulz**
Dr. Marianne Seger****
Carol Seifert & Bruno Tesan***
Robert & Geraldine Sharpe****
Allan & Helaine Shiff****
Dr. Bernie & Mrs. Bobbie Silverman** 
Rod & Christina Simpson 
Helen Sinclair & Paul Cantor 
Ms Joan Sinclair***
In memory of Dr. Bernard Slatt*
Jay Smith & Laura Rapp**
Dr. Harley Smyth & 
	 Carolyn McIntire Smyth** 
Dr. Joseph So****
The Sorbara Group of Companies**** 
Martha E. Spears****
F.E.A. Specht**** 
Ms Gillian Stacey 
R. Paul Steep & Anne McNeilly* 
Oksana R. Stein****
John D. Stevenson**** 
Martin Stone 
James H. Stonehouse**
Dr. David Surplis 
William Siegel & Margaret Swaine***
Anna Talenti**** 
Eric Tang & Dr. James Miller** 
Peter A. Roy & Leah Taylor Roy
Tesari Charitable Foundation
Dr. M. L. Thurling 
Elizabeth Tory****
Mr. Alex Tosheff* 
Dory Vanderhoof & Rosalind Bell****
Stefan Varga & Dr. Marica Varga*
Dr. Yvonne Verbeeten*** 
Dr. Helen Vosu & Donald Milner****
Elizabeth & Michael Walker***
Ted & Erica Warkentin 
Peter Webb & Joan York****               
Ms Eleanor Westney**
Melanie Whitehead***   
F. Whittaker** 
Mr. Peter Wijnbergen* 
Elizabeth Wilson & Ian Montagnes****
Lowell & Nataliya Wintrup
Ms Durhane Wong-Rieger 
John Wright & Chung-Wai Chow**
Dr. Jackson Wu & Dr. Viviana Chang*  
Ms June Yee*** 
Morden Yolles****   
Carole & Bernie Zucker*** 
Anonymous (26) 

FRIENDS OF THE COC

SUSTAINING FRIENDS 
$1,600 – $2,249
Carol & Ernest Albright****
Iivi Campbell****
Geoffrey & Bilgi Chapman****
Mr. Amar Choksi
Robert D. Cook**
Mrs. Sharon Dowdal
Ricardo Gomez-Insausti*
Mr. James Hamilton*
Roy & Gail Harrison****
Frieda and Vern Heinrichs
Mr. Kazik Jedrzejczak****
Mr. Robert C. Jefferies****
Lynne Jeffrey****
Dr. Paul & Mrs. Marcia Kavanagh
Mrs. Mary Liitoja****
Georgina McLennan****
Janina Milisiewicz****
Dr. Christopher & Dr. Pippa Moss***
Mrs. Sara Nixon
Drs. Elizabeth & Norbert Perera****
Mr. Michael Samborsky***
David Smukler & Patricia Kern**
Ms Peg Thoen**
Ms Ruth Thornbury
Vernon & Beryl Turner****
Dr. Peter Voore****
Anonymous (2)

ASSOCIATE FRIENDS  
$1,100 – $1,599
Michael & Janet Barnard**
Michael Benedict & Martha Lowrie****
Don Biderman****
Ellen & Murray Blankstein*
Darlene & Peter Blenich*
James E. Brown**
Dr. Wendy C. Chan*
Patricia Clarke**
Mr. Darren Day***
Mr. Rohan D’souza
Dr. Christine Dunbar**
Howard & Kathrine Eckler***
Lawrence Enkin***
R. Dalton Fowler****
Alison Girling & Paul Schabas**
Les & Marion Green****
Mr. Carmen & Mrs. Vittoria Guglietti**
Ms Alison Harvison Young & 
	 Mr. Herman J. Wilton-Siegel**
Sylvie Hatch****
David Holdsworth & Nicole Senécal**
Richard & Susan Horner****
Mr. Josef Hrdina**
Dr. Ivan & Mrs. Diana Hronsky****
Mr. David Hutton***
Ms Suanne Kelman and 
	 Dr. Allan J. Fox**
Dr. & Mrs. L. A. Kitchell****
Mr. & Mrs. I. P. & O. M. Komarnicky***
Alan & Marti Latta****
Mr. Tom Le Seelleur***
Andrew & Harriet Lyons
P. Anne Mackay****
Mrs. Janet Maggiacomo**
Mary McClymont****
Mr. Carl Morey****
Dr. Kevin Morse
Sean O’Neill & Victoria Cowling****
Dr. F.E. Perera
Mervyn Pickering
Ms Victoria Pinnington***
Dr. Alice Pitt & Dr. Deborah Britzman*
Mr. Andrew Prodanyk
Dr. Peter Ray****
Dr. Shelley Rechner****
Mrs. Gertrude Rosenthal****
Robert & Dorothy Ross****
Ken & Helen Rotenberg**
Ms Elisabeth Scarff****
Judge Nancy M. Siew
Dr. & Mrs. W. K. Stavraky***
Helga & Klaus Stegemann***
Norma & George Steiner****
Mr. & Mrs. David G. Trent****
Mr. John M. Welch****
Nina & Norman Wright***
Zorzella Family
Anonymous (4)

CONTRIBUTING FRIENDS 
$700 – $1,099
Sean Adams
Ms Jessie Albanese
Ms Joy Alexander****
Mr. Albert Alexanian
Nancy and Arthur Ameis Charitable Fund**
Leila Appleford***
Dr. I. L. Babb Fund at the Toronto 

Community Foundation****
In memory of M. Baptista***
Alyson Barnett Cowan**
Peter & Leslie Barton***
Mrs. Lynn Bayer***
Jeniva Berger****
Mr. Spencer Bibby*
Anthony Bird****
M. I. Bohn*
Staunton St. C. M. Bowen
Gabrielle Bray
Mary Brock & Brian Iler****
Murray & Judy Bryant***
Brian Bucknall & 
	 Mary Jane Mossman****
R + J Burkholder*
Ms Judith Burrows***
Theresa & John Caldwell****
Ms Josephine K. Caliendo*
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Mr. Bill Cameron**
Betty Carlyle****
Mark Cestnik & Natercia Sousa****
Dr. Paul & Joyce Chapnick**
George Clark**
Joe T. R. Clarke****
Mr. Philip J. Conlon***
Mr. Scott Connell and 
	 Ms Anouchka Freybe
Anita Corrigan***
William Cowan & Elodie Fourquet**
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Davies****
Anita Day
Don DeBoer & Brent Vickar***
Mr. Stephen F. Dineley & 
	 Ms Penelope Rose***
Mr. Michael Disney**
Wendy Drahovzal
Ms Eleanor L. Ellins****
Mr. Arthur English**
Joe & Helen Feldmann***
Margaret & Jim Fleck*
Tom Flemming****
Jennifer & Frank Flower****
Marie-Lison Fougere**
Angelo Furgiuele & Family*
Hugh Furneaux****
Douglas G. Gardner****
Dr. Hugh Gayler & Ms Eileen Martin****
Mr. M. Gerwin & Mrs. J. Rutledge**
In Memory of Victoria Woods*
Ms Julianna Greenspan
Dr. & Mrs. Voldemars Gulens****
Dr. & Mrs. Brian & Cynthia Hands****
Sandra Hausman**
Hana Havlicek Martinek*
W. L. B. Heath****
Barbara & John Hepburn*
In memory of Pauline Hinch**
Sheila Hockin**
Dr. Elizabeth Hodby*
Mr. & Mrs. N. Hodges****
Richard & Donna Holbrook****
In loving memory of 
	 Joyce Whitney Hughes*
Margaret and Chris Ibey***
Douglas & Dorothy Joyce****
Lilian Kilianski† & Brian Pritchard*
Mai Kirch****
Christopher Kowal*
Dr. Milos Krajny****
Mrs. Natalie Kuzmich***
Mr. James R. Lake****
Harry Lane***
Giles le Riche & Rosemary Polczer***
Claus & Heather Lenk**
Yakov Lerner†*
Dr. David Levine*
John & Michele Lewis
Susan Lockwood*
Gil & Dorota Lorenson
Dr. Francois Loubert**
Deidre Lynch & Thomas Keirstead*

SPECIAL EVENTS 
From an on-stage gala, to live-auction bidding, to uncanny partying, 
the COC’s special fundraiser events in 2016/2017 provided unique 
experiences for supporting opera and encouraging its emerging voices. 

David Macfarlane
Mary P. MacLean***
Karen & Craig**
Kathy Marton*
Jil McIntosh**
Mr. Bruce McKeown****
Sylvia M. McPhee****
Ingrid & Daniel Mida*
Mr. James Milligan**
Randy Mills*
Kamini & Lynne Milnes*
Frank & Anne Moir***
Blake Murray & Nancy Riley****
Marilyn & Amy Mushinski†
Peter Naylor*
Liviu Constantin Nicolescu
Ms Cristina Oke***
Karen Olinyk†*
Miroslava Ondrack & 
	 Bryn Greer-Wootten****
Mr. Marwan Osseiran
Mr. Vlad Ovchinnikov & 
	 Mrs. Lesia Menchynska*
Joan Pape****
Mr. James C. Pappas****
Mr. Alexander C. Pathy
Dr. Wadermar A. Pieczonka****
Mr. John Prezioso
Ed & Beth Price***
Robert Radke
Ms Cecille Ratney****
Dufresne-Ray Family Fund
Mrs. Richard Gavin Reid**
Mr. Jason Roberts***
Ms Virginia Robeson**
Gordon Robison & David Grant**
Mr. Anthony Rubin****
Mr. Paul Sabourin
Amye & DeeAnn Hagler Sagar
Patti & Richard Schabas**
Front Desk Ltd./Toby Schertzer
Valerie Schweritzer & Chris Reed****
Giuseppe Sferrazza
Marlene Pollock Sheff**
Ross Shin****
Doug & Devika Short*
Alison Smith & James Morrow
Mrs. Pamela Smith***
John Spears and Elisabeth Marsden****
Phil Spencer****
Georgina S. Steinsky
Paul Straatman and Shane Toland
Olga Streltchenko
Piano Synergy (Dr. Ruslan Sviridov & Dr. 

Irina Khovanskaya)
Dr. J. H. Tait**
Ms Michelle Tan**
Larry & Judy Tanenbaum****
Terry S. Tator***
Dr. Claude Tousignant**
Dr. Nancy F. Vogan****
Mr. Wayne Vogan†****
Halina & Kurt von dem Hagen**

George Vona & Lark Popov**
Angela & Michael Vuchnich****
Dr. O. R. Waler*
Joan Williams****
Mr. Takahiro Yamanaka
Ms Diana Yenson*
David A. Young
Ms Iris Zawadowski**
Yvonne Zhang
Anonymous (14)

FELLOW FRIENDS 
$450 – $699 
Mary Ann Alexander****
Mr. Blaine Allan**
Mr. Joseph & Mrs. Rosa Berkowitz****
Jeff A. Bloom M.D.***
Robin K. Cameron***
Christopher L. Cantlon**
Mr. Victor Manuel Caxaj**
Vivian & Lynda Ciaschini*
Mr. Alex Coman
Louise Coxall***
Sylvie Mougeot & Neil Crawford*
Drs. S. Done & S. Mace***
Mrs. Marguerite Doritty***
Dr. Rodney C. Ellis****
Ms Janice Everett-Sabourin
Russell Finch
Ms Rosario Flores*
Dr. Ben Forster & Dr. Patricia Morley-

Forster****
Mr. Robert Gatfield*
Ted Goldenberg*
John R. Good****
Ms Christine Grant****
Ms Vanessa Grant
Ms Cathryn Gregor***
Mr. & Mrs. C. Gregorasz**
Ms Jane & Mr. Edward Heinemann
Ian & Cathie Henderson**
Marion & David Henshaw****
Mr. David E. Hileman****
I. Holubec****
Ruth E. Hood****
James Hughes***
Mr. Pierre Hurtubise****
Ms E. Elizabeth Ireton*
Richard Isaac****
Dr. Ingrid Jarvis**
Alanne & David Kee**
Mr. Arthur A. Kennedy*
Ms Beverley Kent****
Heidi & Khalid Khokhar****
Mr. & Mrs. Owen & Margie Kurin**
Mr. Thierry Lacaze
David & Antje Laidler****
Rae Lake**
Earl B. Law****
Dr. Charlene Leonhardt***
Frank & Gloria Laverett**
Dr. Roger Levesque
Drs. Fred & Mary Lowy

Left: At Centre Stage, artists and guests enjoy an 
on-stage dinner by Nota Bene executive chef David 
Lee. Above: Ensemble tenor Charles Sy shares 
the stage with Canadian disco-pop sensation (and 
opera fan) Kiesza during Operanation.
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Mr. John Maillard****
Mr. Michael Malott***
Tim & Jane Marlatt***
Dr. Lynn McAslan
Dr. & Mrs. John A. McCallum****
Mr. Andrew McFarlane*
Darcy & Joyce McKeough**
Ms Shelagh McPherson*
Dr. Donald & Mrs. Susan Mertens**
John Mogan*
Ms Helma Neil**
Dr. Bo Ngan*
Mrs. Jean O’Grady**
Carla M. Pahulje****
Harold M. Povilaitis****
Dr. Elaine Rakowski**
Mr. Alan I. Rands****
Professor C. Edward Rathé****
Mrs. Eleanor Rogers****
Joe & Diane Rosenthal in memory**
Ms Dawn Marie Schlegel*
Henry & Mary Seldon****
Anci Shafran****
Mr. Austin So
Dr. Andrew Sorens***
Dr. & Mrs. Paul G. Stanwood*
Dr. William Sulis*
Mr. Andrew Sullivan
Penelope K. Sullivan****
Frederick Telmer
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Tukatsch***
Chris & Anne Twigge-Molecey*
Ms Linda Vannucci*
R. Wakefield & L. Charpentier****
The Very Rev. Peter Wall & J. Anne Harvey*
Mr. Rudy Wallman & Ms Suzanne David**
Mary Wentz****
Raymond Whitehead***
D. John Whiting**
Mr. Paul Young*
Anonymous (10)

THE ENCORE 
LEGACY
The Encore Legacy is the planned giving 
program of the Canadian Opera Company.

Planned giving is making the decision 
today to provide a gift for the Canadian 
Opera Company that may not be realized 
until after your lifetime. 

Gifts planned today, that will ultimately 
affect your estate, allow you to make a 
statement of support that will become a 
lasting legacy to the COC. 

The Canadian Opera Company gratefully 
acknowledges and thanks the following 
individuals who have included the COC in 
their estate planning:

Marie Agay
Susan Agranove & Estate of 
	 Dr. Larry M. Agranove
Ken R. Alexander
Ms Sandra Alston
Ms Ann Andrusyszyn
Callie Archer
Renata Arens & Elizabeth Frey
Mrs. Rosalen Armstrong
Tony & Anne Arrell
Ron Atkinson & Bruce Blandford
Mr. L. H. Bartelink
J. Linden Best & James G. Kerr 
Mr. Philip J. Boswell
Marnie M. Bracht
Gregory Brandt
Ms Cindy Breslin-Carere
Marcia Lewis Brown
Brian Bucknall & Mary Jane Mossman
Dita Vadron & Jim Catty
Mrs. Ann Christie

Earl Clark
Stephen Clarke & Elizabeth Black
The Rt. Hon. Adrienne Clarkson
Brian Collins & Amanda Demers
Earlaine Collins
David H. Cormack
Ninalee Craig
Anita Day & Robert McDonald
Ann De Brouwer
Helen Drake
Yvonne Earle
David & Kristin Ferguson
Carol Fordyce
Rowland D. Galbraith
Douglas G. Gardner
Susan Gerhard
Ann J. Gibson
Tina & Michael Gooding
Michael & Anne Gough
Donald I. F. Graham
Colin Gruchy
David G. Hallman
George & Irene Hamilton
Joan L. Harris
William E. Hewitt
James Hewson
John R. Higgins
Mr. Kim Yim Ho & 
	 Walter Frederic Thommen
Douglas E. Hodgson
Michiel Horn
Matt Hughes
Michael & Linda Hutcheon
Elaine Iannuzziello
Dr. Ingrid Jarvis
Lynne Jeffrey
Ann Kadrnka
Ben Kizemchuk
Kathryn Kossow
Jo Lander
Peggy Lau
Marjorie & Roy Linden
Tom C. Logan, A.R.C.T.
Ms Lenore MacDonald
Dr. Colin M. Mailer
R. Manke
Tim & Jane Marlatt
Mr. Shawn Martin
Margaret McKee
Sylvia M. McPhee
John McVicker & B. W. Thomas
Dr. Alan C. Middleton
Eleanor Miller
Sigmund & Elaine Mintz
Donald Morse
Sue Mortimer
Roald Nasgaard & Lori Walters
Mr. & Mrs. James D. Patterson
Mervyn Pickering
Gunther & Dorothy Piepke
Sheila K. Piercey
Wanda Plachta
Ms Georgia Prassas
K. F. Read
Dr. John Reeve-Newson
Florence Richler
John & Norma Rogers
Mrs. Margaret Russell
Sharon Ryman†
Cookie & Stephen Sandler
Fred & Mary Schulz
John & Helen Scott
Colleen Sexsmith

Claire Shaw
June Shaw, in memory of 
	 Dr. Ralph Shaw
R. Bonnie Shettler
Dr. Joseph So
William Siegel & Margaret Swaine 
Paul Spafford
David E. Spiro
Dr. D. P. Stanley-Porter
Doreen L. Stanton
Drs. W. & K. Stavraky
Lilly Offenbach Strauss
Janet Stubbs† 
Ann Sutton
Ronald Taber
Susanne Tabur
Wendy J. Thompson
Mrs. Ann C. Timpson
Riki Turofsky & Charles Petersen 
Tony & Mary van Straubenzee
N. Suzanne Vanstone
Marie-Laure Wagner
Hugh & Colleen Washington
William R. Waters
Brian Wilks
Mr. Leonard J. Willschick
Marion York
Tricia Younger
Anonymous (43)

MEMORIAL AND HONORARY 
DONATIONS
The COC expresses its sincere appreciation 
to all donors who have made memorial and 
honorary donations.

In Memory of 
Victor
Matina Chrones
Margaret Hayes
Bruce McMullan
Penelope V. Nettlefold
Emily Rankin
Gordon Roberts
Nancy A. Shin
Joan Watson
Walter Zwig

In Honour of 
Earlaine Collins
Johannes Debus
Jenifer Kowal
Justin Linden & Stephanie Orleans’s 

Wedding
Ingrid Martin & Gary Corrin’s Wedding
David Spiro
Ruth Watts-Gransden

Corporate Matching 
Partners
The Canadian Opera Company gratefully 
acknowledges the following organizations 
that have matched gifts by their employees:

Burgundy Asset Management Ltd.
Canadian Tire Corporation Limited
IBM Canada Ltd.
Ivanhoe Cambridge Inc
Goodman & Company, Investment Counsel Ltd.

The above Individual Support Gifts were made as of June 30, 2017.

* five to nine years of support
** 10 to 14 years of support
*** 15 to 19 years of support
**** 20 or more years of support
† COC administration, chorus or orchestra member
‡ Endowment

Despite the staff’s extensive efforts to avoid errors and omissions, mistakes can occur. If 
your name was omitted, listed incorrectly or misspelled, we apologize for any inconvenience 
this may have caused. We would appreciate being notified of any errors at 416-847-4949.
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MAJOR CORPORATE SPONSORS AND FOUNDATION SUPPORT

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

Official Automotive Sponsor
of the COC at the FSCPA

Presenting Sponsor of Share the Opera

Presenting Sponsor
Opera Under 30,

Operanation, and Centre Stage
Preferred Credit Card

TD® Aeroplan® Visa Infinite Privilege*

Official Canadian Wine 
of the COC at the FSCPA

Production Sponsor
Puccini’s Tosca

Production Sponsor
Mozart’s The Magic Flute

Title Sponsor
Children’s Education Programs

Preferred Hospitality Sponsor

Supporter of Ensemble Studio and Centre Stage

The Canadian Opera Company gratefully acknowledges the generous support through operating grants 
from these government agencies and departments:

an Ontario government agency
un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

OPERATING SUPPORT ENSEMBLE STUDIO AND
ENDOWMENT SUPPORT

For many programs and special initiatives undertaken each year by the Canadian Opera Company, we gratefully acknowledge project funding from:

Department of Canadian Heritage Employment and Social Development Canada

SPECIAL PROJECT FUNDING

Ticket Back Sponsor

Ontario Arts Council



$100,000 +
The Slaight Family Foundation

$50,000 – $99,999
Chair-man Mills Inc. 
The Hal Jackman Foundation at the Ontario 

Arts Foundation

$10,000 – $49,999
Audrey S. Hellyer Charitable Foundation
The Azrieli Foundation 
Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP
Burgundy Asset Management Limited
Davies Ward Phillips & Vineberg LLP
Goldman Sachs
Great-West Life Assurance Company
Jackman Foundation 
J.P. Bickell Foundation
Linden & Associates
The Lloyd Carr-Harris Foundation
McCarthy Tetrault
The Mclean Foundation
Norton Rose Fulbright Canada LLP
Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP
PwC
Shangri-la hotel, Toronto
Tesari Charitable Foundation
Anonymous (1)

$5,000 – $9,999
The George Cedric Metcalf Charitable 

Foundation
The Hope Charitable Foundation
Local 58 Charitable Benefit Fund
Mill Street Brewery
The Peterson Family Charitable Foundation
Shinex Window Cleaning Inc.
Unit Park Holdings Inc.
Vida Peene Fund at the Canada Council for 

the Arts

$2,500 – $4,999
Hicks Memorial Fund at the Calgary 

Foundation

$1,000 - $2,499
Conam Charitable Foundation
D’Avignon Freight Services Inc.
Gill Ratcliffe Foundation
Jarvis & Associates
Judith Teller Foundation
K.M. Hunter Charitable Foundation
Loch-Sloy Holdings Limited
The Powis Family Foundation

HOSTING SPONSORS
Drake One Fifty
Nota Bene Restaurant

PREFERRED FLORISTS
Bloom The Flower Company
Quince Flowers

CENTRE STAGE GALA 2016

Platinum Supporters
Mercedes-Benz Canada
RBC Capital Markets 

Opera Under 30 Sponsor
TD Bank Group

Competition Supporter
Hal Jackman Foundation

Gold Sponsors
Brookfield Asset Management
Scotiabank 

OPERANATI0N 2017 

Presenting Sponsor
TD Bank Group

Platinum Sponsor
Hampton Securities

Partnering Sponsor
Burgundy Asset Management Limited

Contributing Sponsors
Altus-Wellington Private Wealth
The Catalyst Capital Group Inc.
Ewing Morris Investment Partners Ltd.
GrowthandIncome.ca

Event Sponsors 
BT/A
Chairman Mills
Drake One Fifty
FASHION Magazine
Faulhaber Communications
Mill St. Brewery
Nestle Waters Canada
Perrier
Pink Twig
Ryan Emberley Photography
Shangri-La Hotel, Toronto
Spirit of York Distillery Co.
10tation Event Catering
Toronto Life
Trius
Wellington Printworks

FINE WINE AUCTION 2017

Presenting Sponsors
Graywood Developments
Michael Gibbens & Julie Lassonde

Partnering Sponsors
Gillam Group Inc.
Donnelley Financial Solutions

Supporting Sponsor
Geoffrey Pennal of CIBC Wood Gundy

Official Storage Supplier of 
the COC Fine Wine Auction
Iron Gate – Private Wine Management

Event Sponsors
10tation Event Catering
The Cheese Boutique
Trius
Stephen Ranger 
Waddingtons

PHOTO CREDITS
FRONT AND BACK COVER: Cole Alvis in 
Louis Riel (2017), photo: Michael Cooper. 
PAGE 2: R. Fraser Elliott Hall, photo: Lucia 
Graca. PAGE 4: Colleen Sexsmith, photo: 
Gaetz Photography. PAGE 5: Alexander 
Neef, photo: bohuang.ca. PAGE 8: main 
image: Sondra Radvanovsky as the title 
role in Norma (COC, 2016), photo: Michael 
Cooper; bottom image: Russell Thomas 
performs at the 2016/2017 Season Opening 
Party, photo: Gaetz Photography. PAGE 9: 
Scenes from Ariodante (COC, 2016), photos: 
Michael Cooper. PAGE 10: main image: 
Andrew Haji (centre) as Nemorino in The 
Magic Flute (COC, 2017), photo: Michael 
Cooper; bottom image: Gaetz Photography. 

PAGE 11: main image: Christine Goerke 
as Brünnhilde and Andreas Schager as 
Siegfried in Götterdämmerung (COC, 2017), 
photo: Chris Hutcheson; bottom image: 
photo: Gaetz Photography. PAGE 12: main 
image: A scene from Louis Riel (COC, 2017), 
photo: Michael Cooper; bottom image: 
V’ni Dansi’s Louis Riel Metis Dancers, 
photo: Kevin Lloyd (2017). PAGE 13: main 
image: Marcelo Puente as Cavaradossi and 
Adrianne Pieczonka as Tosca in Tosca (COC, 
2017), photo: Michael Cooper; bottom 
image: photo: Vladimir Kevorkov, c/o Show 
One Productions. PAGE 14: top image, 
photo: Bronwen Sharp; bottom image: 
Michael Cooper. PAGE 15: top image, photo: 

Bronwen Sharp; middle row (right): photo: 
Gaetz Photography; bottom row: photo: 
Lara Hintelmann. PAGE 16: (clockwise from 
top left): photos: Gaetz Photography; Chris 
Hutcheson; COC. PAGE 17: photos: COC. 
PAGE 18: (top, left to right): mezzo-soprano 
Lauren Eberwein and pianist Hyejin Kwon 
(both Ensemble Studio artists), photo: 
Karen E. Reeves; Turboprop, photo: Karen 
E. Reeves; Mike Downes Trio, photo: Kevin 
Lloyd; bottom: photo: Michael Cooper. 
PAGE 19: top: photo: COC; bottom: photo: 
Karen E. Reeves. PAGES 20, 22, 24: photos: 
Gaetz Photography. PAGE 26: photos: Ryan 
Emberley. 
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For many programs and special initiatives undertaken each year by the Canadian Opera Company, we gratefully acknowledge project funding from:
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Tenor and Ensemble graduate Owen McCausland as Tamino and 
soprano Kirsten MacKinnon as Pamina in the COC’s The Magic Flute.
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