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This is your last season in the COC 
Academy. What has surprised you 
about the residency? 

Joel: In some ways I was surprised by 
how well it’s worked. Specifically with Jon 
[MacArthur, AtG General Manager] — the 
experience he’s having you literally can’t 
get anywhere else. The mentorship and 
development that he’s receiving is directly 
translating to the work we’re doing at AtG, 
which is really, really good for us.

Jonathan: Last season, we demanded more 
of our organization than ever before by 
mounting an international co-production 
(Orphée+) — we would not have been able 
to do that without the support of the many 
dedicated administrators at the COC.

What are you excited about these 
days?  

JM: As a company, we’re establishing a 
permanence that will benefit our generation 
of opera singers and especially our 
colleagues in Toronto.

JI: By giving us a physical space to get 
organized, [the Company-in-Residence 
stream] has allowed us to create structure, to 
focus our energies, to work better as a team. 
And all of that actually lets us dream and 
look further ahead. So I’m excited about what 
role our company can play in the future, 
given the foundation we’ve put in place. 

What is the future of opera?

JM: What excites me about opera are the 
individuals leading our scene. We need to 
listen to those who have something to say, 
and nurture those with potential. 

JI: I think the future of opera is not what 
we think it is, which means that it could be 
anything. It may just look a little different 
from what we’re used to, and maybe even 
sound a bit different.

Previous page: scenes from Kopernikus. This 
page: (top) Justin Welsh and Miriam Khalil 
and (bottom) Danika Lorèn in BOUND, with 
AtG Music Director Topher Mokrzewski in the 
background.



44   CANADIAN OPERA COMPANY 2018/2019

BOUND
The second instalment of this three-year 
concept-to-realization project continues 
to explore narratives of displaced and 
marginalized people through Handel’s music. 
Composer Kevin Lau keeps the backbone of 
Handel’s exquisite compositions, while infusing 
his own themes, music, and ideas. AtG Music 
Director Topher Mokrzewski collaborates with 
digital sound-artist Acote. The cast includes 
soprano Miriam Khalil, countertenor David 
Trudgen, and tenor Andrew Haji. Libretto by 
Joel Ivany. 

November 19 – 21, 2018, 8 p.m. 
Longboat Hall at The Great Hall 
(1087 Queen St. W.)

AtG RETRO
A one-hour retrospective concert that takes 
a look back at some of AtG’s most acclaimed 
works.

December 11, 2018, 12 p.m.  
Free Concert Series in the Richard Bradshaw 
Amphitheatre (145 Queen St. W.) (Below) A scene from BOUND

KOPERNIKUS
Canadian composer Claude Vivier’s 
convention-defying opera. The cast features 
mezzo-soprano Danielle MacMillan making 
her AtG debut and welcomes back acclaimed 
mezzo-soprano Krisztina Szabó and bass Alain 
Coulombe, among others. 

April 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, and 13, 2019, 8 p.m. 
Theatre Passe Muraille (16 Ryerson Avenue) 

AtG OPERA PUB
Opera arias and ensembles alongside witty 
banter and craft beers. 

First Thursday of every month, 9 p.m.
Amsterdam Bicycle Club (54 The Esplanade) 

AGAINST THE GRAIN THEATRE  

For tickets or more information visit 

againstthegraintheatre.com

Against the Grain Theatre is a participant of the COC Academy – a home for Canada’s 
new wave of opera creators and an incubator for the future of the art form.
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Every season, the Canadian 
Opera Company makes 
approximately $100,000 
worth of tickets available 
to community partner 
organizations to share the 
transformative experience 
of opera.

DID 
YOU 

KNOW?
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Fall programming includes solo recitals by Oleg Tsibulko, bass (Oct. 2); 
Helene Schneiderman, mezzo-soprano (Oct. 23); Artists of the COC Ensemble Studio 
(Oct. 9, Oct. 18, Oct. 25, Dec. 4); and Artists of the COC Orchestra (Oct. 10).

Six series—vocal, chamber, 

piano, dance, jazz and world 

music—feature a range of 

performers from international 

stars to emerging young 

artists. ALL FOR FREE!

For complete listings, and to sign up for e-mail updates, visit

coc.ca/FreeConcerts

Ladom Ensemble



Proud to support the
Manitoba Chamber Orchestra

Let your imagination wander
PROUD TO SUPPORT THE

CANADIAN OPERA COMPANY



COC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

COC OPERA 
GUILDS
Brantford Opera Guild
	 David M. Cullen, President

Kingston Opera Guild
	 Grace Orzech, President

London Opera Guild
	 Ernest H. Redekop, 

President

Muskoka Opera Guild
	 Mr. Pierre Couture, 

President

Sudbury Opera Guild
	 Dianne Moore, President

For more information, 
visit coc.ca/Guilds.

OFFICERS
Mr. Justin Linden, Chair
Mr. Jonathan Morgan, Vice-Chair
Mr. John H. Macfarlane, Secretary
Mr. Paul Bernards, Treasurer
Mr. Alexander Neef, General 

Director (ex officio)
Mr. Rob Lamb, Managing Director
Ms. Christie Darville, Executive 

Director, Philanthropy & 
Audiences

MEMBERS
Mr. Anthony (Tony) Arrell
Ms. Nora Aufreiter

CREDITS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
The Canadian Opera Company would like to thank all those 
who volunteer both on a daily basis and for special events 
with the company.

Michael Cooper, Official Photographer

Musical excerpts provided 
by Universal Classics

The COC is a member of Opera America, Opera.ca and TAPA.

The COC operates in agreement with Canadian Actors’ Equity 
Association.

The COC operates in agreement with IATSE Local #58, 
Local #822, Local #828.

Ms. Marcia Lewis Brown
Ms. Helen Burstyn
Mr. Stewart Burton
Mr. Philip C. Deck (ex officio)
Mr. Peter Deeb
Mr. George S. Dembroski
Mr. William Fearn 
Mr. David Ferguson (ex officio)
Mr. Michael Gibbens
Dr. Eudice Goldberg 
Ms. Halina von dem Hagen 
Mr. Peter Hinman
Dr. Linda Hutcheon
Mr. Roy Linden
Mr. Jeff Lloyd

Mr. Huston Loke 
Ms. Anne Maggisano
Ms. Judith Matthews
Ms. Bernadette Murphy 
Mr. James (Jim) Nicol 
Mr. Johannes Pastor
Ms. Frances Price
Mr. Jeffrey Remedios
Ms. Colleen Sexsmith 
Mr. Allen Smith
Mr. Philip S. W. Smith
Mr. Paul Spafford
Mr. David Spiro
Ms. Kris Vikmanis
Mr. Graham Watchorn
Mr. John H. (Jack) Whiteside

CANADIAN OPERA FOUNDATION DIRECTORS
OFFICERS
Mr. Philip C. Deck, Chair 
Mr. David Spiro, Secretary 

DIRECTORS
Mr. Tony Arrell
Mr. Jonathan Bloomberg
Mr. J. Rob Collins

Mr. Michael Gibbens
Mr. Christopher Hoffmann
Mr. Justin Linden
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SUPERNUMERARIES
EUGENE ONEGIN
Ray Bielawski
Rene Gommaar Elst
Nolan Ethier  
Rob Foerster
Jacques Gamache
James Garron
Mark Garron
Doug Hamilton
Ward Jardine

Nyla Jeffery
David Johnston
Gerald King
Maxim Korzh
Alex Krapivinsky
Todd Langis
Ethan Langois
Graham Leather
Ralph Manore

Nancy Mellow
Daniel Nau
Marnie Bellemont Neef
Lee Perenack
Carey Unger
Chloe Walker
John Winfield
Asna Wise

HADRIAN

The Canadian 
Opera Company was 
among the first arts 
organizations in 
Toronto to establish a 
discount program for 
young people. 

Opera Under 30 offers 
$22 tickets to anyone 
between 16 and 29 
and includes show 
admission, a free 
pre-show chat, and 
time to explore the 
Four Seasons Centre 
for the Performing Arts.

Verlin Lloyd James
Sepehr Reybod
Harrison (Harry) Thomas

DID 
YOU 

KNOW?
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OPERAUNDER30
presented by



Earlaine Collins
J. Rob Collins
A. J. Diamond 

David Ferguson, Chair

Jerry and Geraldine Heffernan
Ben Heppner

Henry N. R. Jackman

Anne & Tony Arrell
ARIAS: Canadian Opera Student Development Fund 

Earlaine Collins in memory of Gerard H. Collins
John A. Cook

Philip Deck & Kimberley Bozak
Estate of Horst Dantz & Don Quick 

Peter M. Deeb
Jerry and Geraldine Heffernan 

The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen Foundation

Roger D. Moore
Sheila K. Piercey

Frances & Tim Price
Arthur & Susan Scace

Colleen Sexsmith
Estate of James Drewry Stewart

Joey & Toby Tanenbaum
Anonymous (2) 

Michael Levine
Adrianne Pieczonka

Arthur R. A. Scace, C. M.
David Stanley-Porter

PRODUCTION 
UNDERWRITERS
Advancing the art form 
through visionary productions.

$500,000 + 
The Catherine and Maxwell 

Meighen Foundation 
Colleen Sexsmith

MANY THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS

Rosemary Dover
Catherine Fauquier

Michael Gough, Co-Chair

Anne Maggisano
Sue Mortimer
Frances Price

Colleen Sexsmith
Keith Sjögren

Jack Whiteside, Co-Chair

Emeritus Council Executive Committee 
The COC Emeritus Council, led by the Executive Committee, salutes those Board Members who 
have completed their term and whose leadership efforts have been integral to the company’s 
artistic evolution and transformative history of accomplishment.

$100,000 – $499,999
Paul Bernards
Mr. Phil Lind
Howard & Sarah D. Solomon 

Foundation in honour of 
	 Gerard Mortier

Life Trustees Council 
The Life Trustees Council salutes the leaders of the COC community whose efforts have been 
integral to the company’s artistic evolution and transformative history of accomplishment.  

E. Louise Morgan Society 
A legacy of leadership, passion, and philanthropy achieved through individual lifetime giving in 
support of the Canadian Opera Company.

Major Gifts and Special Projects 
The COC offers its sincere thanks to the individuals listed below for their extraordinary support. 
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Up to $25,000
Mark & Gail Appel
Virginia Atkin & 
	 Keith Ambachtsheer
Justin S. Linden
Peter M. Partridge
Jay Smith & Laura Rapp
Riki Turofsky & Charles Petersen
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PERFORMANCE AND 
ARTIST SPONSORS
Building a community of world-
class artists, both established and 
emerging. 

$100,000 + 
George & Kathy Dembroski 
Jack Whiteside

$50,000 – $99,999
Sue Mortimer
Robert Sherrin 

$25,000 – $49,999
Earlaine Collins
Marcia Lewis Brown
Kristine Vikmanis & Denton 

Creighton

Up to $24,999
Marjorie & Roy Linden
David E. Spiro

COC ACADEMY 
SUPPORTERS
Encouraging the next generation
of artists and celebrating 
Canada’s wealth of talent. 

$1,000,000
Peter M. Deeb  

Canadian Opera Foundation
Securing the future and long-term vitality of the Canadian Opera Company through visionary, 
permanent investments

$2,000,000 + 
Earlaine Collins in memory of 
	 Gerard H. Collins
Free Concert Endowment Fund 
Jerry & Geraldine Heffernan

$1,000,000 – $1,999,999
Dr. & Mrs. Larry M. Agranove
Estate of Horst Dantz & Don Quick
The Hon. Henry N. R. Jackman
The Henry White Kinnear Foundation
Roger D. Moore
Sheila K. Piercey
Michael V. & Wanda Plachta
Frances & Tim Price
Frank and Emily Riddell Memorial Trust
George J. Zebrowski

$500,000 – $999,999
Ethel B. Jackson
R. Samuel McLaughlin Foundation
The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen 

Foundation

$250,000 – $499,999
ARIAS: Canadian Opera Student 

Development Fund
Dr. Daphne Bell

John A. Cook
Evelyn Ellen Elrick
Estate of N. Faye Wood

$100,000 – $249,999
Estate of Isobel May Allen
Frances V. Blue
Ruth Eileen Day
George & Kathy Dembroski
Estate of Marion Gertrude Farr
Leonore Hetherington
Helen Inch
Ruby Mercer
Edwin & Ann Mirvish
Estate of Howard Frederick Rock
J. M. Doc Savage
David Stanley-Porter
Mrs. Ruth E. Vanderslip
Anonymous (5)

$50,000 – $99,999
The J.P. Bickell Foundation
David Bowen
Mr. Walter Carsen, O.C.
Dr. Rodney C. Ellis
Estate of Mildred H. M. Hamilton
John G. Hunter
Michael & Linda Hutcheon 

John B. Lawson, C.M. Q.C.
Anthony V. Mason
Rob & Penny Richards
David E. Spiro 
Lilly Offenbach Strauss
Amy & Claire Stewart
Janet Stubbs
Sun Life Financial
TransCanada Corp.
Anonymous (1)

$25,000 – $49,999
Mrs. Leonard G. (Anne) Delicaet
Estate of Lynne Jeffrey
Marjorie & Roy Linden
Cecilia M. Longstaffe
Estate of Esther Jean Macdonald
Kenneth F. Read
Ann D. Sutton
Anonymous (1)
 
Canada Cultural Investment 
	 Fund—Endowment Incentives

 

Ontario Arts Foundation

$500,000 – $999,999
Sheila K. Piercey 
The Slaight Family Foundation 

$100,000 - $499,999
Marjorie & Roy Linden

$25,000 – $99,999
Keith Ambachtsheer & 
	 Virginia Atkin
Ethel Harris & the late 
	 Milton E. Harris
Hal Jackman Foundation
Patrick and Barbara Keenan 

Foundation
Deborah Moorthy
The Stratton Trust

Up to $24,999
ARIAS: Canadian Opera Student 

Development Fund 
Margaret Harriett Cameron and 

the late Gary Smith
Catherine Fauquier 
David & Kristin Ferguson
Patrick Hodgson Family 

Foundation 
Peter & Hélène Hunt 
Joy Levine
Roger D. Moore
Colleen Sexsmith 

June Shaw
Janet Stubbs
Brian Wilks 
 

GENERAL PROGRAM 
SUPPORTERS
Providing general program 
support is critical to the COC’s 
artistic mission.

$1,000,000 + 
Jerry and Geraldine Heffernan
The Henry White Kinnear 

Foundation
Frances & Tim Price 
The Estate of 
	 James Drewry Stewart
Anonymous (1)

$100,000 + 
Anne & Tony Arrell

$25,000 – $99,999
James & Christine Nicol
Nora Wilson

Up to $24,999
Simon Nyilassy
Lenore Jane Wilson in memory of 

Ruth McCreery
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GOLDEN CIRCLE

GOLD, $50,000 +
Anne & Tony Arrell****
In memory of Gerard H. Collins****
Jerry & Geraldine Heffernan****
The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen 

Foundation****
Jim & Christine Nicol
Colleen Sexsmith*** 

SILVER, $25,000 – $49,999
Mark & Gail Appel****
Barbara Black**
Philip Deck & Kimberley Bozak***
Michael Gibbens & Julie Lassonde*
Rennie & Bill Humphries****
Ronald Kimel & Vanessa LaPerriere****
Susan Loube & William Acton**
Judy & Wilmot Matthews**
Jack Whiteside***
Anonymous (2)

BRONZE, $12,500 – $24,999
Dr. & Mrs. Hans G. Abromeit****
Keith Ambachtsheer & 
	 Virginia Atkin****
Ms Nora Aufreiter*
Paul Bernards***
Walter M. & Lisa Balfour Bowen****
Mr. Philip J. Boswell****
Susanne Boyce & Brendan Mullen****
Marcia Lewis Brown*
Helen Burstyn & Family
Stewart & Gina Burton**
Dr. John Chiu in memory of 
	 Yvonne Chiu, C.M.****
Stephen Clarke & Elizabeth Black**
The Max Clarkson Family 

Foundation****
J. Rob Collins & Janet Cottrelle****
Marilyn Cook**
Ninalee Craig****
Jean Davidson & Paul Spafford****
Catherine Fauquier****
David & Kristin Ferguson****
Lloyd & Gladys Fogler***
Four Seasons Hotels & Resorts***
Robert Fung**
Ira Gluskin & 
	 Maxine Granovsky Gluskin***
Dr. Eudice Goldberg*
The Hon. William C. Graham & 
	 Mrs. Catherine Graham****
Ethel Harris & the late Milton Harris****
William & Nona Heaslip Foundation****
Mr. Peter Hinman & 
	 Ms Kristi Stangeland
Douglas E. Hodgson****
Michael & Linda Hutcheon****
Bernhard & Hannelore Kaeser****
Valarie Koziol*
Justin S. Linden*
Jeff Lloyd & Barbara Henders**
Jerry & Joan Lozinski****
Ms Anne Maggisano
Hon. Margaret Norrie McCain***
John McVicker & B. W. Thomas****
Delia M. Moog***
Jonathan Morgan & Shurla Gittens**

Individual Giving Annual Support
Sue Mortimer in memory of 
	 Clive Bennett Mortimer****
Bernadette Murphy
Peter M. Partridge****
Mr. Johannes Pastor
Frances & Tim Price****
Alan and Gwendoline Pyatt
Ms R. Raso****
Annie & Ian Sale*
J. Allen Smith & 
	 Katherine Megrue-Smith
Philip & Maria Smith***
Stephen & Jane Smith****
Marion & Gerald Soloway***
David E. Spiro****
Françoise Sutton***
Ryerson & Michele Symons
Riki Turofsky & Charles Petersen**
Ms Kristine Vikmanis & 
	 Mr. Denton Creighton****
Halina & Kurt von dem Hagen**
David Roffey & Karen Walsh****
The Youssef-Warren Foundation****

PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL

TRUSTEE, $7,500 – $12,499
Margaret Atwood & Graeme Gibson***
Frank Ciccolini Sr.****
Bud & Leigh Eisenberg***
George Fierheller****
Andrew Fleming**
Peter & Shelagh Godsoe***
Chris Hoffmann & Joan Eakin**
Dr. Joshua Josephson & 
	 Ms Elaine Lewis****
J. Hans Kluge**
Dr. Elizabeth Kocmur & 
	 Mr. James C. Baillie****
Amy & John Macfarlane**
Frederick J. Marker & Anne W. Dupré
Jill Denham & Stephen Marshall**
Kathleen McLaughlin & Tim Costigan**
Mr. Robert N. McMillan
John & Esther McNeil****
Dr. Judith A. Miller****
Bruce & Vladka Mitchell**
Douglas L. Parker****
Rob & Penny Richards***
Dr. David Shaw**
Barrie D. Rose, Karen Solomon and 

Family***
John & Ellen Spears****
Carol Swallow****
Wendy J. Thompson****
Mr. Jose A. Vizquerra & 
	 Mrs. Jessica Schwarz
Mr. Brian Wilks**
Helen Ziegler***

PATRON, $3,750 – $7,499
Sue Armstrong****
Philip Arthur & Mary Wilson**
Ron Atkinson & Bruce Blandford****
Mona H. Bandeen, C.M.***
Henk Bartelink in memory of 
	 Oskar & Irmgard Gaube***
Dr. Frank Bartoszek & 
	 Mr. Daniel O’Brien****

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Belli-Bivar***
Tom Bogart & Kathy Tamaki**
Dr. Jane Brissenden & 
	 Dr. Janet Roscoe****
Mrs. Donna Brock***
Alice Burton***
Margaret Harriett Cameron****
Sharon & Howard Campbell**
Dita Vadron & Jim Catty **
Cesaroni Management Limited***
Neil Chander
The Rt. Hon. Adrienne Clarkson*
Tony Comper**
Mary and Bill Corcoran***
Bram & Beth Costin
Lindy Cowan† & Chris Hatley***
Peter Deeb*
Angelo & Carol DelZotto***
Carol Derk & David Giles**
Mrs. Shirley Diamond & Family****
Peter & Anne Dotsikas***
Jeffrey Douglas
Dr. & Mrs. Dean G. Dover**
Vreni & Marc Ducommun****
Joseph Fantl & Moira Bartram**
Darren Farwell
Ms Lindsay Dale-Harris & 
	 Mr. Rupert Field-Marsham****
Margaret & David Fountain****
Susan Gerhard**
Deanna A. Gontard****
David Gordon & Beth Greenblatt**
Michael & Anne Gough****
Dr. Noëlle Grace & 
	 The Shohet Family****
Ronald & Birgitte Granofsky****
Douglas & Ruth Grant*
John & Judith Grant**
Ms Carol Gray
John Groves & Vera Del Vecchio****
George & Irene Hamilton****
Beverly Hargraft**
Mr. Harquail & Dr. Sigfridsson**
Hon. & Mrs. Paul Hellyer****
Mr. David J. Hiebert & 
	 Dr. Paul E. Cooper
Michiel Horn & Cornelia Schuh****
Ken Hugessen & Jennifer Connolly**
Lorraine Kaake****
The Patrick & Barbara Keenan 

Foundation****
James & Diane King**
Michael & Sonja Koerner***
Kimberley Fobert & Robert Lamb†****
Paul Lee & Jill Maynard****
Mr. J. Levitt & Ms E. Mah**
Marjorie & Roy Linden****
Peter H. Lunney*
Peter & Jocelyn Luongo
James & Connie MacDougall****
Mr. Jed MacKay****
Tom MacMillan****
Mrs. J. L. Malcolm**
Dr. & Mrs. Donald C. McGillivray****
Paul & Jean McGrath****
Ronan McGrath & Sarah Perry*
June McLean****
Mr. Timothy McNicholas*
Don McQueen & Trina McQueen O.C.***
Mr. Ian McWalter*
Mr. Ulrich Menzefricke****
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A

OF

NOV.01.18
Experience the country’s most talented young singers as they compete for  

prizes and a chance to enter the prestigious Ensemble Studio training program.

 

5:30 PM 

COCKTAIL RECEPTION 
FEATURING OPEN BAR AND HORS D’OEUVRES

6:30 PM 
ENSEMBLE STUDIO COMPETITION

145 Queen St. W.

TICKETS FROM $50  
AVAILABLE NOW AT 416-363-8231 AND COCCENTRESTAGE.CA

Platinum Supporter

Creative Partner

Gold SponsorCompetition Sponsor

Centre Stage Gala 
ONSTAGE TO FOLLOW

Experience the unmistakable glamour of Toronto's premier cultural gala. Additional ticket  

required. For tickets and more information, please contact CentreStageGala@coc.ca.


